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AUSTRIAN  INFANTRY. 


y      THE  drefs  of  the  Auftrlan  Infantry  is,  awhile  jacket 
■  that  buttons  ftraight   down  to  the  waift,    with   coloured 
^'  collar,  cufFs,  and  fkirts  turned  back,  before  and  behind. 
,,  The  difference    between   the    Kung-arians  and   the  reft, 
^  confifts  merely  in  the  former  wearing  pantaloons^    and 
■^fvfhort  half-boots  (as  defcribed  in  the  plate,  which  fliould 
have  been   called,    an    Hungarian    hatialion-man)    and 
lie    latter  being  cloathed  in  white   breeches,    and  long 
lack  gaiters,  like  the  Britilh.     The  corps  of  O'Doxnel 
v^,  have  green  jackets,  with  red  pantaloons,   and  inftead  of 
fmall  leather,  wear  Huffar  caps.     The  o\\\&xJri  corps  are 
chiefly   cloathed  in  grey,  or  green.      In  the  frontifpiece 
to  vol.   II,  the  foldier  is  faced  round,  to  {[\q\v\\\s.  pouchy 
accoutrements,  and  method  oi  tying  the  hair.     The  front 
of  the  leather  caps  turns  diOW'n,  to  guard  the  face  from 
^   the/;/??,  and,  in  vret  weather,  the  back  of  the  neck  from 
rain.       When    in  a6lion  the    foldier    ufually    turns    the 
plate  behind,  left  its  glittering  ftiould  attract  the  notice 
U..  of  the  enemy.      Their  parade    drefs    is    in    the    plates 
>^  alone  defcribed ;  on  duty,  in  camp,  or  on  a  m_arch  (ex- 
^  cept   in  the  heat  of  fummer,  when  it  is  neatly  rolled  up, 
^^,  and  flung  over  the  right  fhoulder)  they  at  all  times  wear  a 
loofe   ftraight-cut    great    coat,  of  a   light -brown  colour, 
and   put   on    their    accoutrements  above  it.     Thus  ap- 
pointed, as  their  firelocks  arc  not  highly  poliflred,  it  be- 
comes difficult  for  the  enemy  to  afcertain  their  numbers, 
or  to   perceive  their   approach :   in  an   inftant  they  can 
throw  off  this  Jurtout,   and  appear  perieftly  neat  and 
'    -lean  dreffed  for  parade. 
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IN  this  happy  Ifland,  where  freedom  has  taken  deep 
root,  and  fhot  forth  the  moft  luxuriant  branches,  over- 
fhadowing  the  fubjefl:,  and  infuring  to  him  perfonal  fecu- 
rity,  and  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  property  ;  ^^-here  the 
limited  fway  of  the  monarch  is  blended  with  that  of  the 
nobility,  and  of  the  people,  in  fo  judicious  a  manner, 
that  no  branch  of  our  glorious  Conflitution  is  allowed  to 
preponderate  to  the  detriment  of  the  other  com.ponent  parts ; 
the  French  Revolution,  at  its  commencement,  naturally 
met  with  many  friends,  appearing  the  ftruggle  of  a 
people  groaning  under  the  oppreflion  of  an  arbitrary,  un- 
principled, and  voluptuous  court,  for  the  bleflings  of 
that  liberty  which  we,  as  Britons,  fo  pre-eminently  enjoy. 
But  whenwe  beheld  that  very  people  quitting  the  principles 
of  freedom  for  the  extravagance  of  licentioufnefs,  break- 
ing through  every  barrier,  and  carrying  devaftation  'svhere- 
ever  they  bent  their  head-flrong  courfe,  (laves  to  every 
fpecies  of  depravity,  and  committing  hourly  the  mod 
atrocious  exceiTes,  we  turned  from  fuch  fcenes  of  lionor 
with  laathing  and  difguft. 
VOL.  1.  c 
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The  ambitious  views  of  the  heterogeneous  rulers  of  in- 
fatuated France,  led  them,  by  the  decree  pafTed  in  the 
National  Convention,  on  the  19th  of  November,  1792,* 
to  manifeft  the  unwarrantable  defign  of  extending  uni- 
verfally  their  new  doftrines,  and  of  encouraging,  in  all 
countries,  infurreftion  and  revolt.  Our  government 
found  it,  therefore,  highly  expedient  to  look  to  its  in- 
ternal flate  of  defence,  and  to  be  fully  prepared  for  any 
event  that  might  enfue  :  the  navy  was  accordingly  in- 
creafed,  and  put  upon  a  refpeftable  footing  ;  and  the 
army  confiderably  augmented.  Called  upon  by  Monfieur 
Chauvlin,  a  citizen  of  the  new-created  Republic,  (for 
sfter  royalty  had  been  abolifhed  in  France,  he  could  not, 
in  this  country,  be  received  in  any  deplomatic  capacity) 
to  declare  the  reafon  of  fuch  hoftile  preparations ;  our  go^ 
vernment  juftly  alledged  the  determination  of  France  to 
perfift  in  opening  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  which 
was  fully  difcuffed  in  Parliament ;  and  it  was  evident  that 
a  war  between  the  two  countries  became  for  that  reafon 
unavoidable.  Great  Britain,  however,  made  no  advances 
towards  it,  willingto  ufe  every  effort  in  her  power  tofave 
the  perfecuted  Louis,  at  that  time  a  prifoner,  and  under- 
going a  mock  trial  at  the  bar  of  the  Convention.  Had 
their  monarch  been  ac(juitted,  as  the  moderate  party 
would  thereby  have  gained  the  afcendency,  they  proba^ 
bly  might  have  relinquifhed  the  arrogant  plan  of  annul- 
ling all  ftipulations  relative  to  the  Scheldt.  But  no  foon- 
er  was  the  blade  of  that  mercilefs  machine,  which  had  fo 
Jong  hung  fufpended  by  a  very  flender  thread  over  the 
mild   and  unfortunate  Louis,    fiiHered   to   defcend,^   to 

*  Lou  1 3  the  XVIth  was  executed  on  the  ztO;  of  Jan.  1793,  hy  a  fen. 
tence,    fays   Dr.  Moore,    <'  in  dired   oppofition  to  that  Conflltutiou 


the  aftoniihment  and  indignation  of  every  man  of  com- 
mon humanity,  than  the  French  put  at  once  a  period  to 
all  hopes  of  a  pacific  tendency,  by  precipitately  declaring 
war  againfl  Great  Britain. 

Innumerable  pamphlets  have  been  fent  forth  to  prove 
that  thev  were  compelled  to  this  meafure  in  their  own  de- 
fence ;  but  they  were  not  furely  compelled  to  open  the 
river,  which  was  the  only  obje6t  of  contention  ;  nor  can 
any  fophillry  perfuade  a  moderate  Englifhman  that  it 
would  have  been  to  our  honour,  or  to  our  interelf,  to 
have  permitted  a  fet  of  men,  ^vho  had  adumed  to  them- 
felves  a  lawlefs  authority,  aftuated  by  a  moft  extravagant 
and  tyrannical  am.bition,  beiore  their  power  had  been 
eftablifhed  even  in  their  own  country,  to  dictate  to  us  in 
a  haughty  and  imperious  tone,    and  to  aim  at  overthrow- 


*'  adopted  and  fworn  to  by  his  judges" — and  with  a  very  trifling  majo- 
rity of  fufFrages  in  the  Convention  for  his  death.  It  has  been  thought 
extraordinary,  by  thofe  who  do  not  confider  the  propenfity  of  the  FreaL'h 
to  run  into  extremes,  that  they,  who  had  been  fuch  fcrvile  admires  of 
their  grand  mcnarche,  fhould  fo  foon  throw  oif  every  fcntiment  of  refpeci, 
snd  not  fatisfied  with  bringing  him  to  an  ignominious  death,  treat  hi$ 
raemory  with  fuch  indecency,  as  topafs  to  the  order  of  the  day,  wheii 
his  dying  requcfl  was  made  known  to  thd  Convention,  "  that  he  might 
"  be  buried  with  his  father,"  while  Michael  le  Peletier,  who  wag 
affaffinated  by  Paris  for  liaviag  voted  for  the  death  of  Capet,  was  in- 
terred with  the  highi-ft  national  honours.  It  has  been  remarked  alfo, 
that  the  2ij[l  of  the  month  seems  to  have  been  a  date  particularly  ominous 
and  fatal  to  Louis  theXVIth;  on  the  21  ft  of  April  177c,  he  was  married 
to  a  Princels  whofe  imprudence  certainly  facilitated  his  ruin  ;  21ft  of  June 
following,  the  fete  took  place  in  honour  of  his  nuptials,  when  1,500  of 
his  fnbjeds  loll  their  lives,  by  endeavouring,  in  an  immenfe  croud,  to 
f  ufti  through  a  fquare  at  Paris  which  had  formerly  been  a  thiroughfure, 
but  was  at  that  time  unknown  to  them  flopped  up;  211I  of  January 
I79I,  he  was  arretted  at  Farrennes\  2  ill  of  September  1792,  he  was  de- 
throned, and  royalty  ia  France  aboliihcd;  and  on  the  21ft  of  January 
i793,  he  fell  an  iir.ocent  'viElim  to  popular  frenzy,  wiihyut  a  finale  ciiaic 
having  been  proved  againft  him. 
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Ing  the  commercial  treaties  thert  fubfifting  between  Crfiat 
Britain  and  the  other  nations  of  Europe. 

DifFicuk  as  it  may  be,  when  the  oppofition  of  opinion^ 
runs  high,  to  avoid  the  violence  of  parties  ;  unconneBed 
toith^  and  inde pendant  of  them  ally  the  author  has,  in  the 
following  pages,  endeavoured  to  lay  before  the  public  an 
authentic  and  impartial  narrative  of  the  prefent  extraordi- 
nary war,  from  the  time  Great  Britain  has  been  aftually 
engaged  in  it,  without  further  comm^ent  upon  pollitical 
events,  than  is  abfolutely  necejGTary  for  that  purpofe.  To 
that  end  he  has  traced  out  2ijlightjketck  of  the  operations 
carried  on  by  our  Allies  engaged  in  the  fame  caufe,  detail 
ing  more  particularly  the  events  that  occurred  where  he  had 
hijnff'Jf  \hthono\xY,  with  his  countrym.en,  to  be  employed. 

While  France  was  torn  to  pieces  by  internal  commo- 
tions, the  rabble  running  wild,  and  difplaying  the  fero- 
city which  fome,  even  of  their  own  writers,  have  thought 
a  part  of  their  natural  difpofition,  in  a  manner  till  then 
unknown  in  any  civilized  country,  fhe  had,  at  the  head 
of  her  armies,  a  general  of  uncommon  abilities,  both  in 
the  cabinet  and  in  the  field ;  who,  with  a  fet  of  miferable 
ragamuffins,  aptly  termed  Sanfculottes  "*  of  the  firft  requi- 

*  This  name  was  originally  given  to  fome  of  the  loweft  ragged  rab- 
ble of  Paris,  when  the  madnefs  of  party  brought  them  into  power;  it 
■was  given  alfo  to  the  French  foldiers;,  when  they  adopted  as  the  mofl 
iifeful  and  economical  drefs,  long  clofe  trowfers.  In  fome  inftancea 
when  they  were  firft  formed,  it  might  have  been  applicable  enough  in 
the  firft  or  literal  fignlfication  of  the  term.  The  method  of  recruiting 
the  armies  in  France  was  rather  fingular,  when  the  nation  boafted  of 
its  liberty.  An  armed  force  furronnded  a  I'Ulage,  the  non-commiflioned 
officers  entered  ity  and  every  man  of  the  age  fpecified  according  to  the  re 
qa'ifit'ton,  was  dragged  forth  and  compelled  to  ferve  as  a  volunteer.  Thefe 
foldiers,  ftylcd  themfelves  {according  to  accounts  received  from  pri» 
foners)  Folentiers  force. 


C  vii  ; 

fition,  had  oppofed  and  conquered,  in  the  campaign  of 
1792,  an  army  of  experienced  veterans,  regularly  trained 
and  difciplined  to  the  art  of  war,  and  defervedly  accounted 
the  fineft  foldiers  in  the  univerfe.  Such  was  the  rabble 
that  DuMOURiEZ  had  collefted,  and  fo  little  confidence 
could  he  place  in  the  bravery  of  his  own  foldiers,  that  he 
is  faid  to  have  thought  it  neceffary,  at  the  battle  of  Ge- 
mappe,  to  plant  his  troops  of  the  line,  and  part  of  his  park 
of  artillery  ^  in  the  rear  of  the  national  volunteers,  threat- 
ening to  fire  through  them  upon  the  enemy,  if  they  at- 
tempted to  retreat.  Though  thoufands  of  thefe  men  were 
mo^ved  down  by  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  redoubts,  he 
perfevered,  and  drove  the  Auftrians  from  a  pofition  where 
they  were  entrenched  in  the  completed  manner,  and  de- 
fended by  chains  of  batteries  commanding  each  other  upon 
regular  heights,  rendering  the  attack  extremely  hazardous, 
End  the  event  equally  doubtful. 

It  is  Vv^ell  known  that  the  invafion  of  France  by  the 
PfUiTians  and  Auftrians  was  undertaken  at  the  inftigation, 
and  by  the  advice  of  the  banifhed  princes  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.     The  failure  of  the  Duke  of  Brunswick  may 

*  This  was  generally  believed,  though  Dcjmouriez  in  his  memoirs, 
ftates  the  troops  at  the  battle  of  Gemappe  to  have  been  adluated  by  no  mo- 
tive _^rcm^fr  than  attachment  to  himfelf,  and  that  enthufiafm  naturally  in- 
spired by  the  reflexions  arifing  from  their  fighting  in  the  caufe  of  freedom. 
He  mighc  have  added  the  infpiration  oi  Geneva,  which  was  in  great  quan- 
tities ferved  cut  to  the  French  armies,  whenever  an  engagement  \vas 
expeAed. 

DuMODRiEZ  ftates  his  lofs  to  have  amounted  only  to  a,coo  men,  it 
•was  hovt-eyer  univerfally  computed  at  10,000,  and  the  Auftrians  reckoned 
it  at  ij.oco.  He  certainly  had  the  merit  of  rendering  his  troops 
defperate  in  the  attack,  and  his  vi<5lory  'zvjs  complete,  making  Iiim  maftcr 
of  the  Netherlar.dsj  for  without  meeting  with  any  further  ferious  oppofi- 
tion,  Mons.  Bru(]'eh^  Liege,  Namuti  and  A'x  U  Cbupellef  fell  into  his 
pofltflion^ 


(     viii    ) 

1)6  eafily,  and  m  various  ways  accounted  for.  He  en* 
tered  France  by  the  unwholefome  country  of  champaigne, 
at  the  head  of  an  army,  by  no  means  adequately  provided 
with  any  one  requifite  for  taking  the  field. 

The  King  of  Prussia  had  unthinkingly  lillened  to  the 
emigrant  princes,  ^^'ho  aifured  him  every  gate  would  fly 
open  on  his  approach,  and  that  the  peafants  -w^ould  eagerly 
flock  to  fupply  his  troops  with  forage  and  provifions : 
they  were  therefore  but  little  prepared  for  the  fatal  re- 
■verfe  they  experienced,  and  the  oppofition  they  met  with, 
was  encreafed  by  the  threatening  and  ill-judged  manifeftos 
of  the  Duke. 

A  dreadful  dyfentery  *  enfeebled  and  difheartened  the 
coalefced  armies,  rendered  more  virulent  by  eagerly  de- 
vouring the  unripe  grapes,  which  cluftering  in  their  view, 
tempted  them,  as  they  marched  through  the  vineyards. 
We  may  add  to  all  this,  tlie  jealoufy  that  has  ever  exifted 
between  the  two  allied  powers;  often  has  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick  been  heard  to  declare,  he  could  eafily  have 
advanced  to  Paris  with  the  fame  force  well  fupplied  with 
camp  necefiaries,  and  compofed  entirely  of  PruflTiajis,  or  en- 
tirely of  Auflrians ;  but  what  could  be  expefled,  when,  if  a 


*  So  diftrefled  were  the  Pruffians  at  the  camp  de  la  lune,  near  Verdun^ 
owing  to  the  dyfentery,  and  a  want  of  pro-vifions,  that  Dumouriez  declares 
they  were  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  devouring  the  horfes  that  had  had 
periihcd,  from  a  total  want  of  forage;  the  water  alfo  was  of  a  bad  qua- 
lity in  the  extreme.  Upon  their  retreat,  when  Gen,  Damplerre  was  or. 
dered  to  take  polTeflion  of  the  camp  they  had  abandoned,  he  found  it  in 
■fuch  a  ftate,  that  he  was  forced  to  withdraw  his  troops,  left  they  might 
liave  caught  that  terrible  diforder,  the  dyfentery,  '*  On  trowva  h  cciwp 
de  la  lune  ^'leincs  de  cadwvres  d'hommes,  et  des  chevaux.  Zes  fcJJ'ees  eteleni 
tk'lnii  dc  J^nsr;  d:i  malhereux  fnidats y  eto'ient  tombe's  et y  a-vo'ient per'i.^^ 

'r 

La.  vie  du  DuMOuiiiEZ.  Tom.  3,  p.  176. 
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pbnof  operations  was  propofcd  by  a  general  of  one  nation, 
it  was  immediately  objefted  to  by  the  leaders  of  the  other. 

It  was  at  this  period  when  the  allies  had  withdrawn  their 
few  remaining  troops  from  their  iil-condu6led.  invafion, 
and  DuMOURiEZ  had  in  his  turn  overrun  the  Netherlands, 
and  eflablifhed  his  head  quarters  at  Aix  la  Chapelle,  that 
the  National  Conventien  threw  down  the  gauntlet,  and 
bade  defiance^  to  Great  Britain. 

The  firft  meafures  deemed  neceiTary  was  to  provide  for 
the  immediate  defence  of  our  allies  the  Dutch,  threatened 
by  a  moft  formidable  invafion.  A  part  of  Dumouriez' 
army,  confifting  of  about  3,000  difafFefted  Hollanders, 
termed  the  Batavia  Legim,  and  10,000 1  French  had  a6lu-- 
ally  appeared  within  a  few  miles  of  Breda,  rendering  the 
fituation  of  the  united  provinces  at  that  time  truly  critical, 
and  the  conventional  general  thundered  forth  moll  viru- 
lent and  threatening  manifeftos  againft  every  officer  ^vho 
5iould  defend  any  of  the  barrier  towns  befieged,  or  affift' 
in  inundating  the  country.  Three  battalions  of  Britifh 
guards,  amounting  to  about  1539  effetlive  men,  were  in- 
iiantaneoufly  ordered  to  embark  under  the  command  of 


*  On  the  ift  of  February  j  793,  Br'ijjot  read  In  the  coavention  the  re. 
port  made  by  the  committee  of  general  fafety,  relative  to  the  political 
flate  of  France,  refpe(5ling  England;  and  on  the  fame  day  ivar  was 
declared  againft  Great  Britain  and  Holland. 

f  This,  there  are  ftrong  reafons  to  Imagine,  -was  the  whole  force  em- 
ployed by  DuMouuiEZ  In  his  invafion  of  Holland,  though  he  was 
fald  to  have  had  on  foot,  an  nrmy  compofed  of  30,000  men. 

Such  was  his  policy,  that  he  not  only  caufed  reports  to  be  induftrioufly 
fpread  of  Immenfe  augmentation  foi-  his  army  having  palled  through 
Antwerp,  but  took  alfo  efpeclal  care,  that  the  newfpapers  giving  ac- 
counts of  thofe  exaggerated  numbers,  were  circulated  by  means  of 
his  fples  and  agents,  amongft  the  credulous  Inhabitants  of  the  united 
provinces. 


CO 

the  Duke  of  York,  with  the  utmoft  expedition*.  The  no- 
ble manner  in  which  they  pufhed  forwards  as  volunteersj 
when  his  Royal  Highnefs  addrefled  them  on  the  parade 
in  St.  James's  Park,  afforded  a  ftriking  inftance  of  their 
loyalty,  zeal,  and  courage ;  and  though  they  formed  but 
a  Jmall  body,  their  countrymen,  contemplated  their 
behaviour  with  fatisfa6fion,  as  affording  a  fample  of 
that  national  fpirit,  which  has  been  fo  flrikingly  confpi- 
cuous  in  all  the  aftions  of  the  Britifh  troops  employed 
upon  the  continent, 

*  The  royal  aiTent  was  obtained  for  the  embarkation  of  a  detachment 
from  the  Brigade  of  Foot-Guards,  about  one  o'clock  on  Wednefday  the 
2Cth  of  February,  I793  ;  and  the  Duke  of  York  having  ordered  the  fe- 
ven  Battalions  to  parade  in  St.  James's  Park,  informed  them  it  was 
his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  three  Battalions  fhould  go  upon  foreign  fer- 
vice,  and  that  confequently  many  men  would  be  wanted  from  the  fecond 
Batallions  to  complete  the  firft.  His  Royal  Highnefs  added,  that  he  did 
not  wifh  to  have  any  of  them  drafted,  but  defired  fuch  as  were  willing  tn> 
ferve,  under  his  immediate  command,  would  turn  out  'voluntten ;  the 
whole  Brigade,  to  a  man,  immediately  advanced  with  a  regular  flep. 
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LETTER  I. 

At  Anchor  t  offHELVOtrsLVYS,  March  1,  1793- 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  memorable  March  to  Greenwchf  and  the  tedious 
Voyage  to  Hehoetjluys. 

OF  my  fupper,  fo  lately  in  Devonfhire  trick'd, 

Torn  away  from  my  friends,  and  my  pullet  half  pick'd; 

Scarce  fufFer'd  to  bid  them  a  parting  adieu!* 

By  the  help  of  four  horfes  to  London  I  flew. 

And  haften'd  to  join  the  brigade  in  the  park, 

Aflembling  tow'rds  Greenwich  to  march,  and  embark. 

Had  you  witnefs'd  the  fcene,  you'd  have  thought,  I  am 

fure, 
Of  Hogarth's,  this  march  was  a  caricature.  [gi". 

Prim'd  with  Whitbread's  entire,  and  their  bofom-friend 
By  driblets  our  men  join'd  their  fquads,  to  fall  in; 

*  When  his  Majefty  was  reluftantly  prevailed  upon  to  give  his  con- 
fent,  that  a  detachment  of  the  foot  guards  (hould  be  employed  for  the 
defence  of  Holland,  the  orders  for  the  embarkation  of  the  three  firft 
battalions,  were  fo  fuddenly  iffued,  that  many  officers  who  had  been  em- 
ployed on  the  recruiting  fervice  in  the  country,  with  difficulty  reached 
London  in  time  to  march  with  the  brigade  to  Greenwich,  on  the  25th 
of  February,  and  others  were  obliged  to  follow  the  tranfports  in  packets 
and  bye  boats  to  Helvoetfluys. 

VOL.    I.  B 
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As  John  Bull  to  be  idle  foon  finds  a  pretence, 

Not  Gordon  himfelf  gather'd  crowds  fo  immenfe. 

In  Parliament-ftreet  fcarce  a  window  was  down, 

And  the  mob  rufh'd  in  throngs  from  all  parts  of  the  town* 

All  fmoothly  went  on  in  the  front  of  our  line. 

But  the  rear,  Gods !  what  pencil  has  pow'r  to  define  ? 

Not  a  fingle  pot-alehoufe  efcap'd  an  aflault, 

And  our  men  to  the  dregs  drain'd  each  barrel  of  malt. 

Supported  between  two  battalion-men  here, 

Hifling  hot  from  the  bung  reel'd  a  tall  grenadier^ 

Two  damfels  attending,  his  armour  to  bear. 

As  drunk  as  the  ftaggering  hero,  were  there ; 

His  crofs  belts  and  pouch  the  fair  Phillida  bore. 

While  his  cap  Amaryllis  triumphantly  wore! 

Our  march  interrupted  by  whifkeys  and  gigs. 

Mad  drivers,  mad  oxen,  and  obftinate  pigs ; 

Men  boxing,  dogs  barking,  and  women  in  tears, 

Harfh  concert  that  threatened  the  drums  of  our  ears. 

Midft  a  buftle,  dear  Richard,  beyond  all  compare. 

At  length  we  arriv'd  at  the  Hofpital-fquare ; 

Carts  following,  to  pick  up  thofe  ftragglers  they  found. 

Who,  unable  to  move,  had  repos'd  on  the  ground. 

Our  Sov'reign,  God  blefs  him!  belov'd  and  rever'd, 

Benignantly  fmiling,  amongft  us  appear 'd. 

Around  him*,  thofe  patterns  of  excellence  {hone, 

Thofe  jewels,  that  luftre  refleft  on  his  throne.. 

*  The  affability  and  condefcenfion  which  at  all  times  fo  peculiarly 
diftinguifli  the  Royal  Family  of  Great-Britain,  were  never  more  con- 
fpicuoufly  difplayed  than  on  this  occafion,  and  as  the  battalions  paffed 
them  in  review,  every  foldier's  countenance  became  exhilarated.  The 
Queen  and  Princeffes  who  were  at  SirHvcH  Palliser's  during  the 
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A  grenadier  drunk,  from  the  centre  rank  reel'd, 
.  And  hiccuping,  up  to  his  Majefty  wheel'd, 
"  Never  mind  all  thefe  Jacobins,  G— E,  reft  in  quiet, 
We'll  quell  them  my  Hearty !  as  quick  as  a  riot," 
The  King  was  delighted,  and  laughed  out  aloud; 
While  the  fellow  was  hail'd  by  three  cheers  from  the 
The  tranfports  in  readinefs  waiting  in  fight,  [crowd* 

Ev'ry  foldier*  was  promptly  embark'd  before  night. 
Off  Greenwich,  till  morning,  at  anchor  we  lay. 
Then  a  breeze  fpringing  up,  we  were  foon  underweight. 
And  tofs'd  by  rude  waves  for  three  nights  at  the  Nore, 
All  grumbling,  and  all  too  impatient  for  fhore. 
Then  fignals  were  made,  and  each  fhip  hoifted  failf , 
With  a  gathering  fky,  and  rifmg  brifk  gale^ 
As  our  vefTel  was  fteadily  gliding  along, 
I  ftole  to  the  ftern  from  the  noify  gay  throng; 
And  as  the  lov'd  ifland  efcap'd  from  my  view, 
I  figh'd  to  thy  cliffs,  faireft  Albion !  adieu ! 
Adieu,  that  fad  word  brought  with  force  to  my  mind, 
The  many  dear  friends  I  was  leaving  behind. 
Ah,  tell  me  what  bufmefs  have  foldiers  to  feel  ? 
Our  hearts,  like  our  fwords,  fhould  be  temper'd  with  fteel ; 

embarkation,  waved  their  handkerchiefs  as  the  boats  put  ofF  from  (hore ; 
and  in  return,  after  repeated  hearty  huzzas,  the  men  ftruck  up  a  roaring 
chorus  of  God  fave  the  King,  in  which  they  were  joined  by  the  Royal 
Group;  thiscircumftance  was  frequently  talked  over  in  the  foldier'i  tent^ 
and  not  forgotten  in  the  field  of  battle. 

*  Only  one  accident  happened  during  the  embarkation.  A  private 
broke  his  leg  in  afcending  the  fide  of  one  of  the  tranfports  ;  and  fuch 
had  been  the  hurry  of  the  preparations,  that  not  at  fingle  medicine  cheft 
was  found  on  board  any  one  of  the  veffeb  ;  it  was  therefore  long  before 
the  leaft  affillance  could  poflibly  be  given  to  the  poor  fellow.  *'  Some- 
where there  was  a  fault." 

i  Tuefday  morning,  about  ii  o'clock,  Feb,  26. 
i  Thurfday  evening,  Feb.  28. 
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And  the  inftant  we're  call'd  to  the  blood-beftain'd  field, 

Senfibility  fhould  to  dull  apathy  yield. 

At  Aurora's  firft  dawn,  the  near  fhore  we  perceiv'd. 

And  in  fight  of  the  tranfports  the  pilot  boats  heav'd. 

The  Dutchmen  more  a6live*  than  commonly  thought, 

Leap'd  on  deck,  and  the  harbour  we  eagerly  fought, 

In  hopes  to  have  landed;  but  out  of  all  luck, 

Our  veffel  full  drive  on  a  fand-bank  had  ftruck. 

The  pilot  juft  then  fluck  a  pipe  In  his  face, 

His  hands  in  his  pockets  had  found  a  fnug  place; 

When  the  Captain  roar'd  out,  in  a  voice  loud  as  thunder, 

A  few  gentle  curfes  at  poor  Mynheer's  blunder. 

By  a  fhake  and  a  kick  he  was  rous'd  from  his  trance. 

And  prevail'd  on  at  length  to  the  helm  to  advance ; 

But,  alas !  to  no  purpofe,  for  fteady  as  fate, 

The  tide  turning  prov'd  our  exertions  too  late. 

A  bifcuit  with  eafe  could  be  tofs'd  to  the  fhore, 

And  the  packets  pop  in,  and  pop  out,  by  the  fcore : 

Whilft  beating  about,  tho'  releas'd  from  the  fand. 

We're  unable  as  yet  to  approach  near  the  land. 

Our  ftay,  as  we  learn,  will  at  Helvoet  be  fhort ; 

The  firft  and  the  grenadiers,  march  on  to  Dort ; 

The  third  to  the  Brielle.   Thus  were  ftation'd,  and  when 

We  arrive,  my  dear  Richard,  I'll  write  you  again: 

A  boat  that  is  order'd  for  mefTes  afhore, 

Is  detain'd  for  this  letter,  aloft  fee  each  oar ; 

So  I've  barely  a  moment  to  fcribble  farewell, 

Nor  half  my  good  wilhes  am  able  to  tell. 

*  The  pilots  have  a  particular  knack  of  boarding  a  veffel.  Approach- 
ing as  near  as  poffible,  they  catch  at  a  rope  thrown  out  to  them  by  the 
iaiiors,  and  fwing  themfelves  on  deck  with  great  agility,  even  when  the 
k-a  runs  high,  , 


LETTER  II. 

Helvoetsluys,  M:/rf;&  5,  1793. 

A  joyful  Enlargement  y  cr  general  Gaol  Deli'very — Remarks  on  the  Zealdlfplayed 
by  our  good  and  faithful  Allies — An  Account  of  the  Battle  of  Nerwinden. 

Terra  Firma*  at  length,  thank  my  ftars !  we  have  gain'd. 
And  our  raptures,  beUeve  me,  can  fcarce  be  explain'd. 
With  more  tranfport  the  breaft  of  a  debtor  ne'er  heav'd, 
From  ftraw  and  his  fourpence  per  diem  rehev'd, 
Than  ours  Avhen  we  fhook  all  our  friends  by  the  hand. 
As  they  joyfully  leap'd  from  the  decks  on  dry  landf . 
The  fkippers  and  frows  flock'd  in  crowds  to  the  pier, 
And  vacantly  ftar'd  as  the  veflels  drew  near. 
Their  zeal  in  the  caufe  they  ?7ioJi  clearly  difplay'd, 
For  each  hat  was  adorn'd  with  the  Orange  Cockade; 
But  our  faithful  Allies !  are  fo  lukewarm  a  fet, 
We  fhall  live  to  be  heartily  tir'd  of  them  yet ; 
And  to  judge  by  the  fneer  on  his  countenance  painted. 
Mynheer,  at  the  core,  with  fedition  is  tainted : 

*  The  brigade  fortunately  landed  at  Helvoetfluys,  on  Monday^ 
March  4,  I793;  the  next  day  violent  gales  of  wind  Iprung  up,  which 
muft  inevitably  have  difperfed  the  whole  fleet  of  tranfports,  and  a  de- 
cided ftorm  enfued,  in  which  they  would  moft  probably  haveperilhed. 

+  This  will  cafily  be  conceived  by  thofe  who  have  been  in  fmall 
tranfports,  in  the  conftruftion  of  which,  it  mull  be  allowed,  ac' 
commodaticn  has  been  but  little  attended  to,  thofe  on  board  of  which 
the  firft  detachment  from  the  brigade  of  guards  was  embarked,  Wf re 
peculiarly  uncomfortable;  the  men  were  flowed  in  the  holds  in  fuch 
numbers,  that  cne  third  of  them  were  conftantly  obliged  to  keep  on 
deck  of  nights,  to  afford  the  others  fpace  fufficient  to  breathe  in  freely  ; 
and  the  officers  (though  their  fituation  is  by  no  means  of  fo  much  con- 
fequence,  as  they  can  command  a  thoufand  little  comforts  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  private  foldier)  had  only  one  fmall  cabbin  in  each  veflel 
amongft  about  feven  of  them,  on  the  floor  of  which  they  lay  every  night 
in  their  clothes  clofely  wedged  together. 
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The  numbers  of  fhips*  we  findfnug  in  dry  dock. 
The  feelings  of  true  hearted  Britons  muft  fhock ; 
For  their  treach'ry  you'll  grant  me  appears  rather  rank. 
When  our  Tars  own  they  fought,  off  the  fam'd  Dogger- 
bank. 
Breda  and  Gertruydenberg  both  are  pofleft 
By  the  French,  and  they  Williamftadt  clofely  inveft ; 
But  BoETSLAAR  will  keep  his  gates  barr'd  to  the  laft, 
And  quick  tho'  they  fire,  will  return  it  as  fall ; 
DuMOURiEz,  his  canvafs,  depend  on't  muft  ftrike, 
And  move  in  quick  time  from  his  poft  at  Moordykef . 

*  After  hoftilities  had  commenced  avowedly  to  proteft  our  Allies 
the  Dutch,  we  naturally  expefted  to  have  found  them  zealous  and  hearty 
in  the  caufe  ;  but  when  the  guards  landed  at  Helvoetfluys,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  roaring  of  artillery,  which  was  diftinftly  heard  while 
Williamftadt  was  bombarded,  a  ftranger  muft  naturally  have  fuppofed, 
from  the  lethargic  flumbers  in  which  the  inhabitants  appeared  to  have 
been  plunged,  that  they  were  enjoying  a  profound  peace.  In  the  dock- 
yard, which  was  filled  with  all  kinds  of  naval  ftores,  and  veflels  of  va- 
rious defcriptions,  feveral  fhips  of  war,  feven  of  them  carrying  74  guns 
each,  were  laid  up  without  the  leaft  preparation  appearing  to  equip 
them  for  fervice  ;  on  the  contrary,  there  were  fcarcely  ever  feen  in  the 
yard,  more  men  than  were  abfolutely  neceflary  to  keep  watch  over  the 
ftores,  and  now  and  then  a  few  builders  at  work,  when  a  merchantman 
occafionally  put  in  to  repair.  The  inhabitants  apathetically  replied,  to  the 
queftions  put  to  them  relative  to  the  fhips  of  war,  that  they  were  laid  up 
in  a  dock,  becaufe  they  could  not  procure  failors  to  man  them. 

If  we  look  back  to  that  period,  when  they  were  at  war  with,  and 
fought  us  fo  obftinately,  we  perceive  them  uniformly  making  the  greateft 
exeitions,  in  expeditioufly  fitting  out  the  moft  formidable  fleets  ;  and  it 
was  obvious,  that  their  inertion  proceeded  in  the  prefent  inftance  entirely 
from  their  averfion  to  the  caufe.  This  opinion  is  not  drawn  from  what 
paffed  in  a  town,  fo  apparently  infignlficant  as  Helvoetfluys ;  but  from 
repeated  examples  of  the  fame  difafFeftion  being  equally  prevalent 
through  the  whole  of  the  United  Provinces.  Amfterdam  abounded  iri 
Patriots  (as  thofe  men  inimical  to  the  Orange  Family  were  called) 
Rotterdam  had  its  fnare,  Dort  was  over-run  with  them,  and  fcarcely  a 
Angle  town  was  totally  exempt. 

tDumoui^iez  was  Rationed  at  the  Moordyke,  havingfixcd  upon  that 
as  the  moft  centrical  fituation,  wlijle  he  carried  pn   his  diff"erent   opera- 
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This  great  little  hero !  has  furely  atchiev'd 

Such  wonderful  feats  as  can  fcarce  be  believ'd. 

Yet  we've  tofs'd  him  a  hard  bitter  cruft  now  to  mumble. 

And  you'll  find  from  his  faddle  he'll  fpeedily  tumble. 

Our  ftate  of  defence  here  appears  very  fair, 

And  the  fortification's  in  decent  repair. 

Frigates   moor'd   near    the   town   guard   the   port,    and 

no  doubt 
Will  foon  make  his  Sans  Culotte  Friends  face  about, 


tions. — As  well  as  Breda  and  Gertruydenburg,  the  fmall  fort  of  Klundert 
had  fallen  into  his  hands,  the  pofleflion  of  which  enabled  him  to  open 
batteries  immediately  upon  Williamftadt,  a  place  of  no  great  flrength, 
if  we  fpeak  of  its  works,  but  capable  of  making  a  refpeftable  defence, 
as  it  is  acceflible  only  on  the  fide  of  Klundert,  being  protefted  by  the 
river  Maes  towards  Dort,  Rotterdam,  and  Bergenopzoom.  The  mouth  of 
the  Scheldt  was  well  guarded,  and  the  Dutch  were  therefore  enabled  to 
relieve  their  men  at  pleafure,  to  throw  in  fuccours,  and  to  annoy  the  be- 
fiegers  by  means  of  gun-boats,  whenever  they  attempted  to  make  their 
approaches;  while  the  tremendous  fire  kept  up  inceflantly  from  the 
ramparts  of  the  place,  convinced  the  Hero  of  Jemappe,  that  he  would 
not  experience  the  fame  minute  attention  to  his  manifeftos  from  the 
Governor  of  Williamftadt,  as  he  had  before  met  with  from  thofe  of 
Breda  and  Gertruydenberg. 

DuMOURiF.z's  fcheme  of  penetrating  into  Holland  by  the  Moordyke, 
was  certainly  well  planned  ;  and  had  Valence^  who  was  privy  to  his  in- 
tended operations,  kept  his  pofition  on  the  Roer,  inftead  of  indulging  in 
winter  quarters  at  Liege,  when  he  might  have  expefted  the  Auftrians 
would  attempt  the  paffage  of  the  river,  it  might  polllbly  have  fucceeded. 
DuMOURiEz  held  out  to  the  Convention,  he  tells  us,  in  his  Memoirs, 
that  his  intention  was  to  make  an  attempt  upon  Zcelatid,  while  his  real 
determinaticMJ  was  to  advance  with  a  body  of  troops  pofted  at  Moordyke^ 
and  maJkingBR^DA  and  Gertruydenberg  c«  ther/ght,znd  Bergenop- 
zoom, Steenberg,  Klundert,  and  Williamstadt  on  the  /eft,  effeft 
a  paffage  over  the  BiES  Bos  to  Dort,  where  being  once  difembarked,  he 
would  have  found  himfelf  in  the  very  heart  of  Holla>'D,  and  could  cafily 
have  advanced  to  Amsterdam,  by  the  way  of  Rotterdam,  Delft, 
Leyden,  and  Haarlem ;  and  then  proceeding  by  Utrecht,  could  have 
reached  Nimcguen,  where  Valence,  with  a  force  confiftingof  2o,oco 
men,  was  to  have  joined  him,  while  Miranda  continued  the  ficges  of 
Maestricht  andof  Venlo. 


If  they  dare  to  approach,  but  too  crafty  -for  that, 
The  Carmagnols  know  where  to  fmell  out  a  rat. 
This  moment  our  route  has,  I  find,  been  receiv'd, 
And  to  packing  I  hafte,  as  to  night  we're  rehev'd*. 
In  Schuyts  we  Ihall  punt  up  to  Dort;  mes  adieus, 
Then  accept,  and  when  landed,  my  theme  I'll  renew. 


As  the  reconqueji  of  the  Netherlands,  the  delivery  of  Hol- 
land, and  in  faftas  all  the  brilliant  fucceffesthat  crowned 
the  arms  of  the  allies  at  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1793,  were  in  a  great  meafure  in  confequence 
of  the  viftory  gained  by  Prince  Cobourg  at  Nerw'inden, 
it  feems  abfolutely  necefifary  to  give  fome  account  of  the 
operations  which  brought  on  that  general  and  decifive 
engagement,  before  the  fruitlefs  endeavours  of  the  be- 
fieging  army  to  reduce  Williamftadt  are  further  noticed. 

Clairfait  had  advanced  from  his  cantonments  on  the 
night  of  the  28th  of  February,  and  paffing  the  Roer  on 
the  29th,  took  poffefTion  of  Aldenhoven:  on  the  2d  of 
March  he  repulfed  the  French  army,  under  the  command 

*  Part  of  the  3d  regiment  from  the  Brielle  relieved  by  the  Coldftream 
at  Helvoet  at  midnight,  on  tlie  5th  of  March,  when  the  latter  proceeded 
in  fchuyts,  (veffels  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the  Englifh  coal  barges,  or  weft 
country  boats,  in  which  troops  and  baggage  are  ufually  conveyed 
through  Holland  with  much  expedition,  as  when  the  wind  does  not  per- 
mit them  to  fail  they  cnn  be  towed  by  horfcs)  to  join  the  main  body  of 
the  guards  under  Major  General  Lake  at  the  ifland  of  Dortreicht,  where 
it  was  apprehended  the  enemy  might  attempt  a  landing,  as  the  inhabi- 
tants were  known  to  be  extremely  opulent,  and  had  the  charafter  of  be- 
friending the  French  fyftem.  The  States  General  had  an  army  on  foot 
amounting  to  about  30,000  men,  compofed  of  Germans  and  Swifs,  in 
their  pay,  as  well  as  of  native  troops,  and  Prince  Frederick  of  Brunf- 
wick  was  expefted  to  advance  from  his  pofition  behind  the  Maes  with 
10,000  to  co-operate  with  them. 


(     9     ) 

of  Gen.  Miranda,  at  Geyknkirchen^  between  JuLiERS  and 
Maestricht.  This  bufinefs,  which  lafted  only  a  few 
hours,  was  attended  with  the  moft  brilliant  fuccefs  on  the 
fide  of  the  Auflrians.  The  French  are  ftated  to  have  loft 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  above  2,000  men,  12 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  feveral  ammunition  waggons.  A 
complete  victory  was  alfo  gained  on  the  following  day, 
near  Aix  la  Chappelle,  by  Prince  Cobourg,  over  the 
grand  Republican  army  under  Gen.  Valence,  which 
was  driven  back  upon  Liege  with  confiderable  flaughter; 
above  1,500  prifoners,  and  20  pieces  of  cannon,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  conquerors,  while  Prince  Frederick  of 
Brunfwick,  the  fame  day,  carried  the  formidable  batteries 
conftrufted  at  Zwahne  on  the  Meufe;  purfuing  the  enemy 
to  Brugge,  he  took  700  prifoners,  and  advanced  towards 
Ruremofide,  which  place  was  alfo  given  up  upon  his  firil 
appearance  before  it,  its  fall,  enabling  him  to  pufli  for- 
wards towards  Bois  le  Due.  Thus  glorioufly  was  opened 
the  campaign  of  1793,  on  the  fide  of  the  allies  in  every 
dire6lion,  and  almoft  precifely  at  the  fame  moment.  Maef- 
tricht  and  Venlo  had  been  bombarded  feverely  for  ten 
days,  and  both  places  were  fortunately  relieved  by  the 
rapid  advance  of  Prince  Cobourg,  and  by  his  vigorous 
attacks  upon  the  covering  armies. 

The  details  of  thefe  events,  given  in  the  National  Con- 
vention at  that  period,  were  extremely  curious,  and  are 
well  worthy  of  being  noticed,  though  indeed  it  was  then 
their  common  pra61:ice  to  point  out  their  defeats  to  the 
nation  through  the  fmall  end  of  the  telefcope,  which  they 
reverfed  with  a  juggler's  celerity,  to  magnify  every  trif- 
ling advantage  gained  by  the  republic,  into  a  decifive  vic- 
tory. 


(     «o     ) 

In  the  fitting  of  March  5,  a  letter  from  the  Belgic  com- 
viijfioners,  dated  the  3d,  at  Liege,  was  read,ftating  that  Gen. 
Valence,  finding  the  van  of  his  army  too  clofely  prelTed 
by  the  alHes,  had  thought  it  prudent,  as  many  of  his  officers 
were  abfent,  to  evacuate  Aix  la  Chappelle,  and  to  entrench 
himfelf  at  Herve ;  not  a  word  was  then  faid  of  the  lofs 
he  had  fuftained,  nor  was  any  engagement  mentioned  to 
have  taken  place.  Bournonville,  the  war  minifter,  in 
a  hafty  note  to  the  prefident,  ftated  the  affair  to  be  of  little 
confequence,  and  Miranda  to  have  only  fufpended  the 
Bombardment  of  Maestricht.  On  the  following  day, 
however,  it  was  thought  prudent  to  touch  flightly  upon 
the  bad  news  that  muft  have  been  very  foon  in  circulation, 
and  St.  Andre  obferved  that  the  committee  of  general 
fafetyhad  obtained  intelligence  fromBelgiaof  rather 2xs.\xxi-, 
pleafant  nature.  Carra,  another  member,  immediately  at- 
tributed it  to  treachery,  and  Gen.  Stengel,  a  German,  in 
their  fervice,  who  commanded  the  avant  garde  of  Va- 
LENCE*s  army,  was  denounced;  but  even  then  Bournon- 
ville declared  that  he  had  received  intelligence  from 
DuMOURiEZ,  that  the  French  had  not  loft,  in  the  retreat 
from  Aix  la  Chappelle,  above  5  or  6  men. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  Prince  Cobourg  again  advanced 
upon  Valence,  and  after  driving  him  from  his  entrench- 
ments at  Herve,  took  Liege,  with  fcarce  any  lofs,  pufhing 
his  advanced  polls  fome  miles  beyond  that  place,  as  he 
met  with  fcarce  any  refiilance.  Thefe  affairs,  however, 
can  only  be  regarded  as  fkirmiflies,  previous  to  the  gene- 
ral engagement,  which,  as  might  naturally  have  been  ex- 
pefted  from  the  proximity  of  the  hoftile  armies,  foon  after 
took  place.     The  forces  of  Generals  Valence  and  Mi- 
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RANDA  had  been  confolidated,  and  DuMOURiEZ  placed 
himfelf  at  their  head,  muftering,  according  to  his  own 
llatements,  only  42,000  men.  The  Imperialifts  under 
Prince  Cobourg  and  Gen.  Clairfait,  were  faid  to 
have  been  about  50,000  ftrong;  but  it  was  generally  ima- 
gined, that  the  difparity  was  much  greater  than  the  French 
General  thus  makes  it  out,  and  with  this  difference,  that 
the  Republicans  had  the  advantage  in  point  of  numbers; 
for  DuMOURiEz's  army  was  always  reckoned  by  the  Au- 
Jirians  to  have  been  compofedof  70,000  efFeftive  mtnat 
leaft. 

Clairfait  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Tirelemont  on  the 
15th  of  March,  and  the  following  day  the  van  of  his  army 
fell  in  with  a  confiderable  body  of  the  enemy  near  that 
place;  an  engagement  enfued,  in  ^\'hich  the  Auftrians  re- 
ceived a  ferious  check,  and  were  obliged  to  fall  back 
with  fome  lofs;  the  17th  was  a  day  of  reft,  and  paffed  in 
reconnoitering  on  both  fides;  but  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  18th,  the  memorable  aftion  of  Nerwinden  took  place. 
The  attack  was  made  by  the  French,  alter  they  had  eifefted 
the  paflage  of  the  river  Gette  with  their  ufual  impetuo- 
fity,  and  fuftained  by  the  Auftrians  with  their  ufual  firm- 
nefs.  Viftory  for  a  long  time  hovered  over  the  field 
doubtful  on  which  fide  to  fettle.  Dumouriez  had 
ftationed  his  army  in  a  very  advantageous  pofition ; 
and  placing  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  right  wing,  com- 
pletely fucceeded  in  turning  Prince  Cobourg's*  left. 
His  troops  however  being  unfteady,  he  was  unable  to  fol- 


*  The  ground  occupied  by  the  Impeiialifls,  (between  Fongus,  St. 
Tron,  and  Landen)  refembled  an  Amphitheatre,  viftng  from  the  river 
Gctte  to  the  heights  of  Landen  and  St.  Tron, 
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low  up  the  advantage  thus  gained;  and  the  Auftrian 
Cavalry,  forming  a  Corps  de  Referve  under  Gen.  Clair- 
TAIT,  coming  up  in  the  evening,  decided  the  fortune  of 
the  day.  The  French  were  panic  ftruck,  and  retreated 
precipitately  in  every  direction,  abandoning  30  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  leaving  immenfe  heaps  of  their  men  dead 
upon  the  field  of  battle. 

Gen.  Miranda,  who  commanded  the  left  wing  of  Du- 
MOURiEz's  army,  appears  to  have  been  deceived  at  the 
lirft  onfet,  by  a  feint  retreat  of  the  Auftrian  right,  which 
fuddenly  ralHed,  and  attacking  him  with  vigour,  obliged 
him  to  fall  back  in  the  utmoft  confufion.  The  centre 
and  right,  animated  by  the  prefence  of  Dumouriez,  con- 
tinued firm  till  the  evening,  when,  upon  Clairfait's  ad- 
vancing, they  followed  the  example  of  the  left  wing,  and 
were  purfued  and  cut  up  feverely  by  the  Auftrian 
HufTars. 

This  viftory  however  coft  the  ImperiaHfts  above  1200 
men  at  the  commencement  of  the  engagement,  which  was 
very  unfavourable  to  them.  Various  ftatements  have  been 
given  of  the  lofs  of  the  Republicans,  differing  fo  widely  as 
from  2000  to  6000  in  killed;  but  their  loffes  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  exaftly  afcertained,  as  no  General  was  ever  yet 
known  to  have  the  dead  bodies  counted  after  an  engage- 
ment, and  the  French  at  all  times  carefully  conceal  the 
numbers  that  fall  on  their  fide.  Frelh  Volunteers,  forcibly 
taken  from  trimming  their  vines,  are  fent  to  fill  up  gaps, 
or,  in  their  own  words,  to  re-organize  their  armies ;  the 
military  bands  receive  them  with  ga  ira,  and  they  are 
taught  by  their  comrades  to  dance  away  care  and  reflec- 
tion to  the  tune  of  the  CarmagnoL  Intoxicated  before 
an  engagement;  with  liberty  in  their  mouths,  and  the 
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fumes  of  geneva  in  their  heads,  they  rufh  on  to  deftruc- 
tion,  while  the  beft  troops  are  carefully  kept  in  the  rear, 
and  brought  up  after  thefe  enthufiaftic  drunkards  have 
repeatedly  annoyed  their  opponents,  and  fatigued  them- 
felves  by  their  impetuous  and  reiterated  attacks. 

The  battle  of  Nerwinden  however  lafled  from  day- 
break till  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  as  every  inch 
of  ground  was  obflinately  difputed,  it  is  evident  that 
much  blood  muil  have  been  fpilt  on  both  fides.  Dumou- 
RIEZ  retreated  towards  Louvain,  and  on  the  2 2d,  Clair- 
F  AIT  made  another  attack  upon  his  army,  when  an  obftinate 
engagement  took  place  at  Neerivelpe,  and  the  French  Ge- 
neral was  again  defeated,  though  his  men  fought  defpe- 
rately,  and  made  fuch  vigorous  efforts  to  retain  their  pofi- 
tion,  that  the  viftory  was  purchafed  dearly  by  the  Auftrians, 
who  had  700  men  killed  upon  the  fpot.  The  Republicans 
then  retreated  behind  the  river  Dyle,  and  took  poft  on 
the  formidable  Montagne  de  Fer,  between  Louvain  and 
Bruffels,  whence  they  alfo  were  fpeedily  driven,  being  dif- 
pirited  and  unable  to  make  any  further  refiftance.  They 
foon  after  precipitately  abandoned  Bruffels,  which  place 
Prince  Cobourg  immediately  entered,  to  the  great  joy 
of  the  inhabitants,  as  they  had  been  pillaged  and  dread- 
fully treated  by  their  Republican  Mailers,  who  then  re- 
tired to  Halle,  evacuating  Antwerp,  Malines,  Mons,  and 
what  was  of  infinite  advantage  to  the  Britifh  forces, 
OsTEND,  filing  off  in  two  divifions  towards  Ath;  where 
DuMOURiEZ  collefted  the  remains  of  his  fhattered  army, 
fixing  his  head-quarters  atTournay. 

DuMOURiEZ,  in  his  Memoirs,  gives  us  a  long  detailed 
account  of  the  battle  of  Nerwinden,  tending  to  prove  hi"? 
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own  manoeuvres  to  have  been  excellent,  and  attributing; 
his  defeat  to  the  treachery  and  cowardice  of  Miranda*. 
That  General,  he  avers,  through  a  perfonal  pique  to  Va- 
i.ENCE+j  drewofFhis  two  columns,  forming  the  left  wing  of 
the  grand  army,  two  leagues  diftant  from  the  fcene  of  aftion, 
expofing  the  right  and  centre  to  the  whole  weight  of  the 
Imperialills.  He  alfo  accufes  the  Auftrian  Generals  of 
having  committed  fome  egregious  errors:^: ;  but  though  an 
able  General,  Dumouriez  is  a  determined  ^^(?/^,  and  all 
his  accounts  are  given  in  the  gafconading  flyle  of  his 
countrymen  in  the  Senate. 

It  appears,  however,  that  he  had  the  addrefs  to  enter 
into  engagements  with  Col.  Mack,  ftipulating  that  his 
army  fhould  be  permitted  to  retreat  without  further  mo^ 
leftation  after  the  evacuation  of  Bruflels;  this  was  un- 
known to  Clairfait,  who  fell  upon  his  avant-garde 
polled  at  Pellenberg,  which  brought  on  the  aftion  at 
Nerwelpe.    They  were  however  afterwards  faithfully  at- 

*DuMoURiEZ  appears  particularly  inveterate  againft  Miranda,  and 
evinces  in  his  Memoirs,  a  difpofition  to  throw  every  poflible  odium  upon 
that  General.  Yet  Miranda  certainly  proved  himfelf  either  extremely 
eloquent,  or  guarded  by  the  impenetrable  breaft-plate  of  confcious  inno- 
cence, when  he  was  acquitted  by  the  Re-volutionary  Tribunal  at  Paris. 

+  Valence,  it  muft  be  remembered,  was  Dumouriez's  particular 
friend. 

X  In  not  difputing  the  paflage  of  the  river  Gette,  which  divided  the 
two  armies,  in  not  falling  upon  the  three  columns,  forming  the  right 
wlngunder  Valence,  both  in  front  and  flank,  while  marching  to  the 
attack  ;  in  abandoning  the  advantageous  poft  of  the  tomb  oi  Middleivinden 
(which  commanded  the  three  villages  Obeiwinden,  Middlewinden,  and 
Nerwinden,  as  well  as  a  valley  feparating  them  from  the  town  of  Zan- 
den)  in  having  neglefted  to  ereft  a  battery  upon  it  previous  to  the 
engagement ;  and  above  all,  in  not  puifuing  Miranda  in  his  flight,  and 
in  not  attacking  with  their  right  wing  the  left  and  centre  of  the  Repub» 
licans  then  engaged  in  the  heat  of  the  battle  before  NkrwXNDEN*. 
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tended  to  by  Prince  Cobourg,  who  remained  three  days 
at  Louvain,  fending  only  fmall  detachments  to  hang  upon 
the  rear  of  the  Republicans. 

How  an  experienced  officer,  like  Col.  Mack,  could 
have  entered  into  fo  abfurd  a  treaty*  with  a  difpirited  and 
beaten  enemy,  is  difficult  to  account  for.  Had  his  intelli- 
gence been  good  refpefting  the  fituation  of  Dumouriez's 
forces,  he  muft  have  been  convinced  of  the  prafticability 
of  Cobourg's  army  cutting  off  their  retreat,  and  prevent- 
ing their  return  to  the  Frontiers  of  France ;  but  thus  it 
ever  is,  too  much  elated  with  vi6lory,  the  greateft  Gene- 
rals are  apt  to  negleft  following  up  the  advantages  they 
gain,  at  the  critical  moment,  when  they  might  render 
them  decifive  and  brilliant. 


*  DuMOURiEz,  in  his  Memoirs,  flates  this  flipulation  to  have  become 
hourly  of  more  importance  to  him.  His  army,  he  fays,  was  greatly  di- 
minifhed,  efpecially  in  officers.  He  had  fcarcely  ammunition  fufficient 
for  a  fingle  battle,  and  he  was  moreover  thoroughly  perfuadcd,  that  in 
cafe  of  a  ferious  attack,  he  (hould  have  been  abandoned  by  bis  whole 
arrav* 


LETTER  III. 
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BoetJlaar*sfpmted  Defence  ofWiUiatnJiadt. — Hhe  French  ra'ijethe  Siege  frecipl' 
tatelyy  and  abandon  their  Expedition  agalnji  Holland  entirely. 

TO  our  enemies  now,  we've  drawn  rapidly  near, 
And  fhould  Williamftadt  fall,  they'll  foon  vifit  us  here. 
As  yet  the  brave  garrifon  holds  them  at  bay, 
Andmuft  force  them,  creft  fall'n,  to  fneak  tamely  away. 
Their  reception  was  warm,  as  they  well  might  expeft, 
And  our  gun-boats  have  all  had  the  wifh'd-for  effect. 
An  unfortunate  fhot,  forrow  diftates  the  lay. 
In  an  Inftant,  each  femblance  of  life  tore  away, 
From  a  gallant  young  tar*!  yet  fo  nobly  to  die. 
Takes  the  lling  from  affli6lion,  and  foftens  its  figh ; 
While  the  fire  from  the  ramparts  t  De  Flers  has  annoy 'd. 
Not  a  houfe  in  the  place,  as  we're  told,  is  deftroy'd. 


*  The  additional  gun-boats  which  had  been  built  at  Rotterdam  were 
difpatched  to  join  Admiral  Kinsbergkn's  fleet,  and  half  of  them 
mounting  Britilh  colours,  were  manned  by  Englifh  failors  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Barckley.  Thefc  boats  wereconftantly  employed, 
and  had  all  the  efFefl  that  could  have  been  poflibly  expefted  from  thcm> 
by  preventing  the  befiegers  from  making  any  very  near  approaches.  The 
Britifh  tars  had  on  that  duty  many  opportunities  of  evincing  that  un- 
daunted courage,  for  which  they  have  ever  been  fo  defervedly  famed. 
His  countrymen  had  to  lament  the  lofs  of  a  very  valuable  and  fpirited 
officer  in  Lieut.  Western  of  the  Syren  Frigate  who  fell  on  the  21ft  of 
March;  he  was  fliot  through  the  heart  by  a  cannon-ball,  whilft  in  the  aft 
of  pointing  the  gun  of  his  boat  againll  the  enemy's  works. 

+  Before  Dumouriez  left  the  Republican  army  in  Holland,  to  put 
hirafelf  at  the  head  oi  that  of  the  North,  then  ftationcd  near  Lou  vain,  he 
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Our  arrival  hy  Bqetslaar  was  duly  announc'd*, 
And  the  French  may  expeft  to  be  handfomely  trounc'd. 
Rous'd  of  late  from  our  mefs  by  a  brifk  cannonade, 
(As  it  feem'd  to  our  young  inexperienc'd  brigade,) 
We,  turning  out  manfully,  thought  to  have  found 
The  foe  with  our  picquets,  difputing  the  ground. 
But  perceiv'd  it  was  linfeed  fome  oil  mills  had  pounded, 
Till  the  harfh  noife  produc'd,  loud  as  cannon  refounded. 


made  a  very  defperate  attempt  to  enter  Williamftadt  by  a  Coup  de  Malrty 
and  taking  advantage  of  a  dark  night,  advanced  filently  along  the  Dyke 
with  a  large  body  of  chofen  troops.  This  detachment  however,  being 
fortunately  difcovered  by  the  frigates  ftationed  in  the  Maes,  they  fufFered 
them  to  approach  within  reach  of  their  guns,  and  then  commenced  a 
briflc  and  tremendous  fire  with  grape  (hot;  and  the  artillery  from  the 
ramparts  of  the  place  opening  upon  them  at  the  fame  moment,  the  Re- 
publicans were  driven  back  with  conliderable  flaughter.  It  has  been 
already  ftated  that  Williamftadt  was  alone  affailable  by  a  narrow  neck  of 
land  near  Klundert;  there,  the  befiegers  attempted  to  ereft  two  batteries 
within  2CO  toifes  of  the  place  ;  but  the  garrifon  perceiving  their  intention 
made  a  vigorous  fortie,  and  deftroying  the  works  before  they  were  com- 
pleted, killed  the  two  engineers  employed  to  conftruft  them,  and  purfued 
their  enemies,  who  fled  upon  their  firft  approach,  driving  them  beyond 
their  former  pofition.  Being  foiled  in  thefe  attempts,  and  called  upoa 
loudly  to  repair  to  the  army  of  Valence,  Dumouriez  left  Gen, 
De  Fl  ers  with  the  command  of  the  French  army  in  Holland  ;  dire6i:ing 
him  to  continue  the  fiege,  and,  if  poffible,  to  tfFf  ft  a  landing  on  the 
ifland  of  Dor?;  determined  to  profecute  his  darling  enterprife,  iffucccfsful 
in  checking  the  formidable  progrefs  of  the  Impeiialifts. 

*  Strong  picquets  were  pofled  along  the  fhore  of  the  ifland  of  Doit, 
whence  frequent  fuppliesof  ammunition  were  conveyed  to  Wilhamftadt 
by  a  party  of  the  guards,  as  a  communication  by  the  Scheldt  was  pre- 
ferved.  The  Dutch  uniform  being  fi/«e  lined  tvith  Scarlet,  Gen.  Boet- 
SLAAR,  foon  after  the  arrival  of  the  Britifh  troops,  ordered  his  garrifon 
to  turn  their  coats  infide  out,  and  to  put  their  accoutrements  over  them. 
Thus  equipped  they  were  paraded  on  the  ramparts  with  the  party  of  th^ 
guards  in  front,  and  within  fight  of  the  befiegers.  By  this  ftratagem  the 
enemy  imagined  rhc  Governor  had  received  a  reinforcement  of  Engiifn. 
foldiers,  and  it  was  faid  at  the  time  tiiat  it  accelerated  the  retreat  of  the 
befiegers. 

VOL.    I.  C 


(     tS    ) 

You'll  laugh  at  our  blunder,  and  laugh  if  you  will, 

We  fhall  know,  in  good  time,   a  French  gun  from  a 

mill. 
A  Williamftadt  courier  reports  the  fiege*  rais'd. 
And  BoETSLAARmoft  highly  and  juftlyis  prais'd; 
Kis  defence  mull  the  veteran  endear  to  mankind, 
Nor  his  country  ungrateful  to  merit  we  find; 

*  The  States  General  decreed  a  very  handfome  penfion  to  General 
BoETSLAAR  and  his  family,  for  his  gallant  and  fpirited  defence  of  Wil" 
liamftadt. 

Prince  Frederick  of  Brunswick  having  at  this  period  reached  the 
vicinity  of  Bois  le  Due,  the  fituation  of  the  French  became  extremely 
critical;  Gen.  De  Flers  therefore  on  the  23d  of  March  ordered  Bemeron 
who  commanded  the  army  befieging  Williamftadt  to  raife  the  fiege,  and 
to  retreat  towards  Antwerp,  throwing  himfelf,  with  about  5,000  men> 
into  Breda,  while  Col.  Till'i  entered  Gertruydenberg  with  about  half  the 
number  of  infantry,  and  a  fmall  detachment  of  hoife.  Thus  ended  the 
invafion  of  Holland,  wherein  the  Republicans  muft  have  fuffered  very  fe- 
verely,  though  Dumouriez  had  the  impudence  to  affert  in  his  Memoirs,  that 
the  expedition  did  not  coft  France  a  fmgle  foldier.  Without  he  means  to 
be  underftood  as  fpeaking  contemptuoufly  of  his  army,  and  wifhes  us  to 
infer  from  his  remarks,  that  it  was  compofed  of  men  unworthy  of  that 
honourable  name ;  he  has  certainly  committed  himfelf  moft  llrangely, 
for  the  beach  under  the  walls  of  Williamftadt  was  ftrewed  with  the  bo- 
dies of  Frenchmen  who  had  fallen  before  the  place,  and  the  writer  of 
this  nariative  himfelf  Jaw  numbers  of  them  laying  there  after  the  fiege 
had  been  raifed,  before  the  Dutch  had  leifure  to  inter  them.  We  may 
fairly  venture  to  flate  his  lofs  at  icco  men  killed. 

The  French  batteries  at  Moordyke  were  evacuated  without  lofs,  as 
the  Dutch  troops  were  not  aware  of  the  very  precipitate  retreat  of  their 
enemies  :  prepaiations  were  then  immediately  made  by  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Orange,  to  reoccupy  the  fortreffes  of  Gertruydenberg  and 
Breda,  when  Gen.  De  Flers,  offering  to  furrender  upon  terms,  was  per- 
mitted to  march  out  with  the  honois  of  war,  and  return  to  the  in- 
terior of  France,  giving  up  the  Batavians,  compofing  a  part  of  his  gar* 
rifon,  as  prifoners  of  war.  Breda  was  evacuated  on  the  zzd  of  April, 
the  lafh  place  the  enemy  poffeffed  in  Holland,  Gertruydenberg  having 
previoufly  furrendered  upon  the  fame  terms.  The  3d  Regiment  of 
Guards  was  relieved  by  the  14th  Regiment  of  Infantry,  which  had  beea 
fent  to  encreafe  the  Britifh  forces  in  Holland,  and  the  whole  brigade., 
excepting  three  companies  of  the  3d  Regiment,  embarked  in  Schuya  the 


(     19    ) 

For  our  fpeedy  advance  preparations  are  made, 
And  the  third  has  been  order'd  to  join  the  brigade. 
As  it's  long  fince  the  troops  to  reheve  them  fet  fail. 
Of  their  landing  to  hear,  we  expeft  ev'ry  mail. 
That  I'm  your's  mod  fmcerely,  dear  Richard,  believe. 
And  from  Devon,  good  news  may  I  fhortly  receive. 

ift  of  April,  and  landed  the  fame  day  at  Bergenopzoom,  and  the  divifion 
left  at  Dort,  having  been  relieved  by  a  Swifs  Regiment  in  the  pay  of 
Holland,  followed  on  the  7th, 

Viftory  appeared,  at  this  period,  to  heap  her  Favors  with  a  lavifli 
hand  on  the  coalefced  armies  in  every  direftion.  The  Pruflians  had 
fucceeded  in  pafling  the  Rhine  near  Oppenheim  on  the  27th  of  March, 
though  oppofed  by  Cujiine,  who  had  advanced  with  a  corps  of  12,003 
men,  for  that  purpofe.  Oppenheim,  Worms,  and  Spires,  fell  rapidly 
into  their  hands,  and  Gen,  Wurmsur,  with  12.000  Auftrians,  having 
.effefled  the  paffage  of  the  river  at  Carlrich,  and  repulfed  a  body  of  the 
enemy  of  nearly  equal  ftrcngth  on  the  oppofite  fide,  pufhed  on  to  form 
the  invelliture  of  Landau,  while  Prince  Hohenloe,  after  repeated 
jlcirmifhes,  in  which  he  was  invariably  fuccefsful,  furrounded  Mayence. 
(or  Mentz)  with  30,000  men,  forming  a  befieging  army  under  Count 
Kalruith.  It  was  at  this  time  generally  underftood  that  a  large  army  of 
Ruffians  would  be  fent  to  co-operate  with  the  allies,  but  the  Emprefs, 
as  well  as  his  Majefty  of  Pruffia,  being  wholly  intent  on  the  participation 
of  Poland,  paid  but  little  attention  to  the  common  caufe, and  though  Fre- 
derick was  frequently  feen  at  the  Pruffian  head-quarters,  it  was  evident 
he  thought  much  more  of  Kojkioujki  than  of  Custine,  or  more  fpi- 
rited  meafurcs  would  undoubtedly  have  been  adopted  to  have  chafed 
the  Republicans  beyond  their  lines,  at  a  moment  when  they  were  fo  dif- 
pirited  by  a  feries  of  defeats  in  everyi  quarter. 

Though  Cus TINE  had  taken  up  fome  very  advantageous  pofitions, 
having  pofftffion  of  the  heights  of  WeilTemberg,  and  the  formidable  lines 
which  extendingfrom  thence  to  Lautenberg,  protcfted  Hageneau,  andStraf- 
bourg,and  hadalfo  polled  Houchard  with  io,ooo  men,  fo  as  to  cover  the 
duchy  of  Deux  Pontsi  he  was  certainly  apprehenfive  of  the  event  in  cafe  of  an 
attack,  as  he  wrote  to  the  convention,  requefting  peimiffion  to  refign  his 
command,  and  ftating  his  army  to  have  been  fo  much  reduced,  that  out  of 
50,000  men  he  hadb.ought  into  the  field  at  the  commencement  of  the  cam- 
paign, only  36,oco  then  remained  to  oppofcabove  8o,Ow':o  of  the  allies.  The 
French  general  was  however  certainly  mifmformed  of  the  ftrength  of 
the  allied  armies  on  the  Rhine,  they  never  mufter'd  in  their  moft  fcmi- 
dable  ftate,  above  90,000  men,  of  which  number  30,000  were  furnifhcd 
by  Auftria,  and  4,000  by  the  Prince  of  HeflTe  Darmftadt  ;  deducing 
therefore  the  troops  inverting  Mayence,  and  thofe  deft;ined  for  the  fiege 
of  I.andau,  there  could  not  poflibly  remain  al>gve  48,000  to  contend 
with  CuSTiNfi.  C  a 


LETTER  IV. 

Dumouriez.''  jl'ighi, — Determination  of  the  Congrefs  at  Antwerp. — Advance  to 

Flanders.     Coboi<rg*s  Manifefios. — Renewal  of  Hojiilities. — Pofition  of 

the  Allies. — Attacks  of  the  Jji  and  id  May. — Their  Confequences. 

YOUR  opinion,  dear  Richard,  veerd  widely  from  mine. 

When  you  faid  that  our  views  wefhouldfcarcely  confine, 

Our  valiant  ^nd  faithful  ALLIES  to  defend; 

But  to  judgment ////)^r/i?r,  fubmiflive  I  bend. 

To  his  ftrong  camp  at  Maulde  *,  when  Dumouriez  had  fled, 

And  found  that  the  Jacobins  threaten'd  his  head ; 

*  Upon  Dumouriez  retreating  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Tournay 
on  the  30th  of  March  to  the  camp  of  Maulde  near  St.  Amand,  avowedly 
one  of  the  ftrongelt  pofitions  in  Flanders,  Prince  CobouRg  advanced  his 
head-quarters  to  Mons ;  the  French  army  of  the  north  was  then  fo  much 
decreafed,  that  till  joined  by  the  late  garrifons  of  Breda  and  Gertruy- 
denberg  (exclufive  of  the  garrifons  of  Valenciennes,  Conde,  Maubeugc, 
&c.),  it  barely  amounted  to  8,000  men.  That  formidable  pofition  could 
however  have  been  eafily  defended,  even  by  fo  trifling  a  force  againft  any 
numbers  likely  to  have  been  brought,  againft  it.  CommifTioners  from  the 
convention,  had  frequently  made  their  appearance  in  the  camp,  and 
Dumouriez  plainly  perceived  that  his  arreft  had  been  ameafure  decided 
upon  from  the  moment  of  his  defeat  at  Nerwinden,  and  aware  that 
denunciation  was  become,  by  the  order  of  the  day,  the  forerunner  and 
certain  road  to  the  guillotine,  he  determined  to  difappoint  the  hopes  of 
his  enemies,  and  to  march  his  whole  army  to  Paris  to  overturn  the  Ja- 
cobin faftion. 

Though  his  treachery  againft  the  republic  cannot  poflibly  be  denied, 
when  we  allow  him  to  have  entered  into  engagements  to  deliver  Lille 
and  Valenciennes  into  the  hands  of  Prince  Cobourc,  it  muft  be  evident 
to  every  unprejudiced  man,  who  confiders  the  fubjeft;that  the  ingratitude, 
of  his  countrymen  was  the  firft  and  chief  reafon  of  his  deferting  their 
caufe :  Self  defence  being  certainly  admitted  as  the  firft  principle  of 
nature,  for  even 

The  worm,  when  trod  upon,  ereds  its  creft, 
And  in  defiance  cuils  its  ftinglefs  tail. 

Had  Dumouriez  arrived  aX  the  pinnacle  of  the  revolution,  as  his  coim- 
trymen  gafconadingly  term  it,  tohaye  fuftained  the  charafter  of  a  Re- 


} 


(  2»  ) 

The  convention  declaring  how  charm'd  they  fhould  be, 

If  he'd  march  with  their  deputies  back  a  Pans, 

This  fharp-fighted  hero  for  fome  nights  had  feen 

In  his  dreams,  a  tremendous  and  bloody  machine, 

And  flarted,  exclaiming  aloud,  "  Guillotine. '' 

So  he  fent  the  commiflioners*  under  arreft. 

To  the  Auflrian  encampment,  and  flood  forth  confefs'd, 

A  friend  to  their  caufe,  undertaking  to  bring 

His  army  to  publifh  young  Louis  their  king  : 


publican  hero,  he  ought  willingly  to  have  devoted  himfelf  to  death,  rather 
than  have  betrayed  the  truft  repofed  in  him  by  the  convention  ;  confi- 
dering  him  however  as  a  mere  man,  and  one  too  who  from  principle  was 
averfe  to  the  ruling  faftion  at  Paris,  we  cannot  wonderwhen  he  perceived 
200,000  fwords  ready  to  be  drawn  in  his  defence,  that  he  fhould  not 
only  take  meafures  to  preferve  his  own  life,  but  to  punifh  thofe  fangui- 
nary  wretches  who  were  fo  eagerly  thirfting  for  his  blood.  His  plan 
failing  in  the  firft  inftance  when  he  endeavoured  to  gain  over  Fer  rand, 
the  Governor  of  Valenciennes,  to  his  fide,  he  meant  to  have  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  Conde,  well  aflured  that  NuiUie  the  commandant,  was  in  his  in- 
tereft;  while  the  Auftrians  blockaded  Lille  and  Valenciennes,  and  depend- 
ing upon  the  unanimityof  his  army,  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  ca- 
pital, in  conjunftion  with  Prince  Cobourg. 

*  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  fixed  upon  DumourIez  with  awful 
expeftation  at  that  momtnt,  as  it  was  naturally  imagined  that  the  influ- 
ence of  fo  favourite  a  general  over  his  foldiers  would  have  induced  them 
to  adopt  any  meafures  he  might  propofe,  however  defperate,  rather  than 
Hand  by,  and  tamely  fuffer  him  to  be  dragged  from  before  their  eyes  to 
thefcaffold,  after  having  fo  frequently  led  them  on  to  viftory.  In  the 
mean  time  Camus,  La  Marque,  Cunette,  and  Hfnri  Veauvel» 
with  BouRNONVi  Li.E  the  war  minifler,  were  deputed  by  the  jacobins 
to  conduft  the  French  general  in  chief  to  the  bar  of  the  convention,  with 
orders,  asitwasfaid,  to  have  him  aflaflinated  in  cafe  of  refiftance,  for 
which  purpofe  troops  were  placed  in  the  road  by  which  be  was  to  pafs  to 
Paris,  Having  long  forefeen  this  event,  he  was  fully  prepared  in  what 
manner  to  aft,  and  upon  their  attempting  to  fecure  his  perfon,  and  place 
their  feals  upon  his  papers,  heorder'djo  chofen  HulTars,  whom  he  had 
previoufly  ported  within  call,  to  efcort  them  to  Tournay,  and  to  deliver 
them  immediately  into  the  hands  of  Gen.  Clairfaxt. 


(  22  ) 

And  inllantly  mounting  the  modeft  cockade, 
The  pow'r  of  his  rhet'rick*  the  champion  effay'd. 


*  DuMouRiEz'  plan  now  became  ripe  for  execution  ,  and  having  ap- 
pointed a  meeting  with  Colonel  Mack,  for  finally  determining  upon  the 
terms  of  their  treaty;  on  the  3d  of  April  he  addreffed  his  army  at  the 
campof  Maulde,  and  then  found  that  they  highly  approved  of  his  having  ar- 
refted  the  commiffioners,  and  that  they  even  evinced  a  difpofition  favour- 
ble  to  his  v/ifhes,  and  I'uch  as  induced  him  to  imagine  they  would  follow, 
wherever  he  led  the  way.  On  the  4th  however  when  he  was  proceeding 
to  Conde  for  the  fame  purpofe,  he  fell  in  with  a  column  of  his  own  troop* 
marching  thence  ivom  Valenciennes,  and  furprifed  at  this  unexpc6led  move- 
ment for  which  he  had  given  no  orders,  he  advanced  to  queftion  them 
but  perceiving  the  foldiers  at  the  head  of  the  column  approaching  with 
threatening  language,  he  inftantly  gallopped,  with  wonderful  prefence  of 
mind,  towards  a  broad  ditch,  over  which,  his  charger  refufmg  to  leap,  he 
was  obliged  to  fcramble  on  foot,  and  mounting  a  horfe  belonging  to  a 
fervant  ol:  the  Due  deChartreSf  who  had  attended  him,  very  narrowly  ef- 
caped  with  his  life  through  a  brifk  fire  of  fmall  arms,  which,  in  their 
purfuit,  the  French  troops  kept  up,  inceffanlly,  till  he  croffed  a  branch 
of  the  river  Scheldt,  and  gained  a  village  in  polfeflion  of  the  Auftrians- 

He  returned,  however,  the  next  day,  to  the  camp  at  Maulde,  and  v/as 
received  with  apparent  joy  hy  his  troops  ;  unfortunately  for  Dumouriez 
Prince  CoBOURc'sfirft  declaration  was  then  publiflied,  ftating  his  inten- 
tions to  co-operate  with  the  French  general,  and  to  aflift  him,  if  necef- 
fary,with  his  'whole  army,  to  reftore  to  France  the  happinefs  of  a  conflitu, 
t,ion,  and  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  peace  and  tranquillity.  I  further  declare, 
adds  the  Imperial  General,  upon  my  word  and  honor,  that  fhould  the 
military  operations  require  one  or  more  fortieffes  to  be  given  up  to  my 
troops,  I  will  keep  them  merely  as  a  facred  truft,  and  I  engage,  in  the 
moftexprefsand  pofitive  terms,  to  reftore  them,  as  foon  as  a  government 
(hall  be  eftablilbed  in  France,  or  the  brave  general,  with  whom  I  am 
about  to  make  a  common  caufe,  fhall  demand  of  me  fuch  a  conceffion. 
This  declaration  was  figned  at  Mons,  on  the  5th  of  April,  and  upon  its 
appearance  in  the  camp  of  Maulde,  the  cannoneersbegan  to  murmur,  and 
foon  after  dreiv  off  their  guns  towards  Valenciennes,  the  national  volunteers 
following  their  example,  branded  their  general  with  the  name  of  traitor  to 
his  country,  and  the  whole  camp  was  thrown  into  confufion,  it  therefore 
became  abfolutely  neceffary  for  Dumouriez  to  attend  to  his  immediate 
fafety,  and,  accompanied  alone  by  Generals  Thou venoTjValence,  the 
Ducde  CHARTREs,and  the  officers  of  his  ftaff  he  fought  a  fhelter  from 
the  rage  of  his  former  idolaters  in  Cl  aire  ait's  head  quarters  at  Tour- 
aay.    Such  were  the  caufes  of,  and  the  circumftaiices  attending  the  French 


(       23      ) 

To  his  florid  narration  the  anfwer  receiv'd 
Was,  *'  Vive  Dumouriez!"  Sounds  he  fondly  behev'd. 
To  have  fprang  from  the  heart,  yet,  too  foon  to  his  coft, 
Experienc'd  his  influence  was  totally  loft. 
And  perceiving  them  eager  his  life  to  obtain, 
Without  looking  back  he  fcower'd  over  the  plain. 
A  congrefs  at  Antwerp^  then  met,  which  decreed, 
Fair  Belgium  to  conquer  our  troops  fliould  proceed. 
And  offenfively  aft  as  occafion  requir'd ; 
Ev'ry  bofom,  believe  me,  with  ardour  was  fir'd, 
Which  before  with  fufpenfe  and  uncertainty  pain'd, 
Truly  anxious  at  Bergenopzoom  had  remain'd. 


general's  fliglit  :  the  phllanthroplft,  when  he  confiders  the  ef- 
fufion  of  human  blood  that  has  fince  deluged  the  earth,  and  which 
would  have  been  undoubtedly  fpared,  had  Dumouriez'  plan  fucceeded* 
will  lament  its  failure,  while  he  detefts  his  treachey,  and  the  true  pa- 
triot muft  naturally  wifh  that  it  had  never  been  attempted,  as  it  aflifted. 
the  diabolical  fchemes  of  the  rulers  of  the  convention,  and  the  people 
of  France  became  from  that  moment  more  united  and  more  bigotted  to 
their  new  principles. 

*  The  advantages  that  had  been  gained  by  the  allies  in  one  Ihort  month 
exceeded  their  mod  fanguine  expeftations.  Having  driven  their  enemies 
within  their  own  territories,  it  was  determined  that  a  congrefs  fhould 
be  held  at  Antwerp  on  the  8th  of  April,  to  fix  upon  new  arrangements 
for  the  future  operations  of  the  campaign,  and  the  generals  and  minifleis 
of  the  coalefced  powers  were  accordingly  fummoned  to  attend  it.  It  wag 
there  refolved  that  vigorous  meafures  fhould  be  entered  into  by  every 
power  at  war  with  France,  that  the  garrifon  towns  on  the  frontiers 
Ihould  be  immediately  befieged,  and,  in  cafe  of  their  fuirender,  that  the 
conventional  forces  fhould  be  blocked  up  clofely  by  a  ftiong  cordon  of 
troops  on  Ihore,  while  the  maritime  powers  fhould  extend  their  line,  and 
cutoff  from  the  country  all  fupplies  by  fea.  Thus  hemmed  in  o»  every 
Jfde,  the  Royaliftp,  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom  were  to  fight  their  own 
battles,  and  the  allied  armies  to  fupport  them  as  favourable  opportuni- 
ties might  offer.  Great  Britain  and  her  au<iliaries  by  this  treaty  con= 
fented  to  advance  and  join  with  Auftria  in  her  offenlive  operations. 


(    H    ) 

A  place  of  fuch  ftrength*,  that  like  Troy  it  appears, 

Full  able  a  fiege  to  fuftain  of  ten  years. 

Tow'rds  Antwerp  t  we  then  in  the  fchuyts  bent  our  way. 

And  fafely  were  landed  at  Bev'ren  next  day ; 

Where  halting  three  days  we  all  joyoufly  went 

To  pay  our  devoirs  to  the  good  folks  J  at  Ghent. 

Receiv'd,  by  the  premier  noblefle  of  the  place, 

With  joy,  and  a  hearty  fraternal  embrace; 


*  Bergenopzoom  is  the  compleateft  regularly  fortified  town  in  Europe. 
There  are  cafemates  fufficientto  lodge  nearly  20,000  men,  which  having 
a  fandy  foundation,  are  very  dry  and  healthy.  The  mines  are  bricked 
over  and  interfeft  in  every  direftion,  branching  from  the  chamber, 
entirely  under  the  glacis.  The  magazines  for  ammunition  and  provi- 
fions  are  alfo  acknowledged  to  he  Juperior  to,  and  more  extenfive  than 
thofe  of  any  other  known  fortrefs  in  Europe;  neither  can  any  place  in 
Holland  (Nimeguen  excepted)  boaft  of  the  advantage  of  fuch  excellent 
water,  or  of  fuch  an  abundant  fupply.  By  its  numerous  fubterraneous 
works,  which  in  circumference  are  faid  to  cover  nearly  a  league  (3  Eng- 
lifh  miles)  of  ground,  it  is  rendered  impregnable,  and  while  the  Scheldt 
is  open,  fuccour  can  be  thrown  in,  if  neceffary,  every  tide.  It  was  taken 
by  treachery  in  the  year  1747*  when  the  French  entered  the  place,  after 
one  of  the  fally-port  doors  had  been  opened  to  them.  Two  battalions  of  the 
Scotch  brigade,  fupported  by  a  fwgle  battalion  of  Dutch  ;  (the  reft  of  the 
garrlfon  having  fled  precipitately)  maintained  their  ground  In  the  mar- 
ket-place and  ftreets,  for  nearly  four  hours,  againft  above  10,000  of  their 
enemies  ;  and  after  making  confiderable  flaughter,  efFefted  their  retreat 
by  the  Stenburgh  port,  leaving  behind  them  the  greateft  part  of  their  of- 
ficers, and  above  two  thirds  of  their  men  killed  and  wounded.  They 
joined  the  Dutch  army  that  lay  behind  the  lines  contiguous  to  the  for- 
trefs, ivhere  13,000  men  were  then  encamped,  whom  they  naturally  ex. 
feSed  would  have  marched  to  their  afllftance.  There  is  a  ftrong  fort 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  which  was  maintained  by  the  late  Gen* 
M*Lean,  (then  a  Lieut,  in  the  Scotch  brigade,)  and  30  of  his  brave 
countrymen,  till  he  had  obtained  terms  to  march  out  with  the  honours 
of  war,  and  was  permitted  to  join  his  regiment  which  had  juft  fought 
its  way  out  of  the  town. 

+  The  brigade  left  Bergenopzoom  the  9th,  and  landed  at  Beveren,  a, 
fmail  village  oppofite  Antwerp,  the  loth  of  April. 

%  Marched  from  Beveren  the  13th,  and  arrived  at  Ghent  the  i4tb, 


(     25    ) 

We  too  foon  bade  fuch  friends  aji  unwilling  adieu. 

In  fearch  of  adventures  our  route  to  purfue 

Tow'rds    Bruge*,  and  their  raptures   we   found    were 

no  lefs; 
For  our  Chieftain  they  hail'd  with  a  printed  addrefs, 
Declaring  how  honour'd  the  city  had  been, 
How  greatly  rejoic'd  in  its  walls  to  have  feen 
A  Brunfwick,  and  fomething  was  handfomely  faid 
Of  his  valiant  attendants  in  dark  blue  and  red : 
The  bells  in  the  fteeple  rang  merrily  round ! 
And  the  chimes  flruck  our  ears  with  the  heart-cheering 

found 
Of  God  save  the  King! 
Thefe  teeth  outward  Loyalifts  kept  us  one  day, 
Then  we  march'd  on  to  Tournayf,    through  Thielt  and 
Courtray ; 

*  Embarked  for  Bruges  the  i6th,  and  landed  there  the  17th  cf  April. 
+  Marched  from  Bruges  to  Thielt  the  19th  of  April;  to  Courtray  the 
20th  ;  toTournay  the  23d;  to  Orcq,near  Tournay  the  25th. 


Afecond  declaration  of  Prince  Cobourg's  appeared  on  the  gth  of 
April,  revoking  entirely  the  principles  contained  in  his  manifefto  of  the 
5th,  and  announcing  the  ceflation  of  the  armiftice  ;the  conteft  wasaccord- 
ingly  renewed,  and  the  dogi  of  ivar,  more  favage  from  their  late  reflraint* 
were  once  again  let  loofe  upon  the  world :  from  this  period  the  com- 
mencement of  the  compaign  may  be  moji  properly  dated  on  the 
fide  of  Great  Britain.  Reinforcements  were  accordingly  ordered  to 
be  fent  out  to  the  continent,  both  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  a  contin- 
gent of  12, oco  Hanoverians  were  on  full  march  to  join  the  Duke  of  York's 
army  ;  the  landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflel  had  alfo  engaged  to  furnifli  a  fub- 
fidy  of  6,oco  men,  with  the  necefTary  artillery  for  the  term  of  fix  years. 
Prince  Cobourg,  immediately  after  his  fecond  declaration,  advanced  from 
his  pofition  before  Mons^  to  penetrate  into  the  French  territories,  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  decided  upon  by  the  congrefs  at  Antwerp.  His  opponents 
were  then  fo completely  difperfed,  that  he  found  the  field  entirely  open  to 


(     26     ) 

And  halting  our  men  to  repofe  for  a  while, 
Advanc'd  to  this  village,  fcarce  diflant  a  mile, 
Where  canton'd  we're  moft  probably  doom'd  to  remain. 
Till  with  vigour  prepar'd  to  commence  the  campaign. 
The  French  in  our  front,  are  reported  in  force, 
And  Alerte  is  the  word  as  a  matter  of  courfe. 
Difmal  quarters  feem  thefe  after  Bruges  and  Ghent, 
But  foldiers  you  know  mull,  be  ever  content, 
Our  apartments  becharcoal'd  with  wonderful  tafle. 
And  our  windows  repair'd  with  brown  p^iper  and  parte. 
Who  fo  fnug?  Tho'  each  chamber  like  Crlfpin'sfam'dftall, 
Serves  for  parlour,  for  fleeping-room,  kitchen  and  all. 


him,  and  was  enabled  to  advance  rapidly  upon  Conde, which  fortrefs  was 
immediately   invefted   and    its   communication  with  the  interiorcut  offj 
wliile  from  the  pofition  he  had  taken  up  near  Slui-vrain,  by  extending  his 
line  beyond  Bavai,  and  occupying  the   villages  on  that  fide  of  the  river 
Rhonelle,  he  at  once  theatened  Falenciennes,  and   kept  an  eye  upon  Mau- 
beuge.     ClaiK-FAit's  pofition   extended  from   a  branch  of  the  Scheldt 
near  C(jW^,  through  the  Foret  dc  Raijmes,  beyond    the  Abbaye  Fifcoine,  his 
right,  there  communicating  with  the  left  of  the  PrufTians  under  General 
Knobelsdorf  who  was  in  poffeffion  of  the  ground  from  5/.  Amand  to  the 
camp  of  Maulde.  After  the  flight  of. Dumouriez,  the  command  of  the  Nor- 
thern Republican  army  devolved  upon  Gen.  Dam  Pierre,  who  was  ex- 
tremely adlive  in  affembling  his  forces  in  the  plains  of  Famars,  receiving  I 
daily,/r««  the  hderior,  confiderable  augmentations.     Frequent  Ikirmiflies  j 
enfued,  but  no  ferious  engagement  took  place  till  the  i/?  of  May^  when,  | 
•with  a  view  to  relieve  Conde,   and   open  the  communication  between  j 
that    Fortrefs   and  Valenciennes,    he   attacked   all    the   different  polls  i 
of  Prince   Cobourg's  army  at  once^  and    a  body  of  6,000  men  at  the  j 
fame  time,  fallied  forth  from  Valenciennes  upon  the  advanced  guard,  ! 
on  the  fide  of  the  entrenchments,  between  the  villages   of  Onaing  and 
St.  Saulve.     Coeourg  immediately  difpatched   a  column   of  4,000   to 
their  fupport,  and  Count  Collcrdo  proceeded  with  another  of  6,000  to  the 
heights  between  Sebourg  and  Etrleux:  finding  two  lines  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  of  at  leaft  double  his  own  flrength,  before  Saultain  and  Cur- 
gics,  he  immediately  gave   them   battle,  and   his  troops  pointed   their 
artillery  fo  judicioufly,  and  with  fui-h  effedl:,  that  they  drove  the  enemy 
from  the  villages,  and  forced  them  to  retreat  within  the  lines  of  their 


{       27      ) 

But  In  palace  or  hovel  I  ftill  fhall  remain 

Yours,  my  friend,  and  you'll  hear  from  me  fhortly  again. 

encampment  at  Famars.  The  French  were  alfo  repulfed  at  Onaing,  and 
fled  precipitately,  with  a  lofs,  as  it  was  faid,  of  9  pieces  of  artillery,  17 
ammunition  waggons,  and  of,  at  leaft,  jco  men,  while  the  Auftrians 
had  only  150  killed  and  wounded.  The  Republicans,  fupported  by  a 
large  train  of  artillery,  had  alfo  advanced  from  their  camp  at  Anxin  upou 
Clair  FA  I  T*s  entrenchments  at  Raifmes,  and  charged  them  repeatedly, 
in  a  very  dcfperate  manner;  they  were,  however,  entirely  routed  in  the 
end,  and  were  reported  to  have  left  above  i,coo  men  behind  them,  dead 
upon  the  field  of  battle.  Clairfait  lofl  nearly  aoo.  An  attempt  was 
made  on  the  ift  todiflodge  Gen.  LaTour  from  hispofition  between  Bavot 
and  Maubeuge ;  but  the  Republicans,  after  driving  in  his  picquets,  were 
obliged  to  retreat  precipitately,  and  were  purfued  by  the  Imperlalifls  to 
their  entrenched  camp. 

The  allies  lay  upon  their  arms  the  whole  night,  and,  as  they  had  ex- 
peded,  at  day-break  on  the  2d,  Dam  pier  re  ftill  anxious  to  accomplilh 
his  purpofe,  marched  with  three  formidable  columns  againft  the  Pruffian 
lines  near  St.  Amand.  The  confli<5l  was  long,  fevere,  and  bloody ;  nor 
was  it  till  Clairfait  detached  the  regiment  of  StarhSe,  and  the  huflars 
oi  EJlerbaze  and  Barco  to  Knobelsdorf's  afTiflance,  that  their  enemies 
gave  way, but  they  then  precipitately  fled,  with  a  lofs  of  34  field  pieces, 
and  neaily  2,000  men.  The  Pruflians  and  Auftrians  however  paid  moil 
dearly  for  their  vidory,  as  they  had,  according  to  their  own  returns, 
1,400  men  killed  and  wounded. 


LETTER  V. 

Orcq,  near  Tour  nay,  May  13,  1793. 
*The  Coldjiream  Guards  under  a  heavy  Fire — Iheir  fpirited  Attacks  upon  ti\ 
Wood  of  St.  Amand — Knobelfdorf plays  the  old  Soldier — Succefs  of  the 
Allies  in  every  DireSiion. 

FOR  ever  be  remember'd 

The  famous  eighth  of  May  ; 
For  Briton's  rais'd  their  Nation's  fame 

On  that  mod  glorious  day  ! 

In  thy  deep  Wood,  fair  St.  Amand 

Their  wily  foe  they  fought. 
And,  Pruflian  Generals  fkirting  it. 

Well  pleas'd,  their  duty  taught. 

The  Battalion's  atchievements  in  St.  Amand's  Woodj 

Would  furnifh  a  ballad  heroic  and  good. 

One  too  that  would  grace  ev'ry  bookmonger's  ftallj 

And  cut  no  bad  figure,  pinn'd  up  to  a  wall. 

But  let  me  with  method  my  flory  purfue, 

For  a  fimple  detail  will  fcarce  fatisfy  you; 

The  PrufTians  and  Keysers  had  reafon  to  fear 

That  fuccefs  would  attend  perfevering  Dampierre  ; 

So  our  Chief  thought  it  right  his  afTiftance*  to  proffer, 

And  Knobelsdorf  gladly  accepted  his  offer. 

■*  In  confequence  of  Dampierre's  reiterated  attacks  upon  the  Pruf- 
fians,  the  BritiHi  Guards  were  kept  conftantly  upon  the  alerte  and  were 
frequently  under  arms,  and  formed  in  readinefs  to  march,  but  till  the  7th 
of  May,  had  not  proceeded  far  from  their  cantonments  at  Orcq.  The 
Duke  of  York  had  that  morning  vifited  Knobelsdorf  at  St.  Amand; 
and  finding  the  Pruflian  General  expefted  fully  anothei-  Republican  vifit 
on  tlie  following  day,  his  Royal  Highnefs  exprefl"ed  his  readinefs  to 
march  with  the  Brigade  of  Guards,  and  Hanoverians  to  his  afliftance. 

Knobelsdorf  was  by  far  too  old  a  foldier  to  refufe  an  offer,  that 
would  evidently,  as  he  forcfaw.  enable  him  to  fpare  his  own  troops,  and 


(    29    ) 

Proceeding  to  Maulde,  our  tonfed'rates  we  found 
Moft  ftrongly  encamp'd  on  Dumouriez's  late  ground*". 
And  the  Coldftream  flruck  up  when  allow'd  to  advance, 
Long  life  to  King  George,  and  confufion  to  France ; 


he  therefore  not  only  thankfully  clofed  with  it  at  cnce,  but  promifed 
alfo  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  very  firft  opportunity  of  employing  his  new 
auxilliaries.  They  were  accordingly  under  arms  at  midnight,  and  pro- 
ceeded immediately  through  Tournay  to  the  Camp  of  Maulde,  where 
they  halted  at  day-break  on  the  8th- 

Dampi£RRf.  had  eftablilhed  feveral  formidable  batteries  in  the  wood 
oppofite  to  the  Abbaye  Vijco'we,  and  a  body  of  at  leaft  io,oco  men,  drawn 
from  the  garrifon  of  Lille,  was  pofted  in  the  Abbaye  D'Hannon;  where, 
protefted  by  the  Wood^  they  were  enabled  to  advance  upon  the  Prul- 
fians,  and  could  eafily  retreat  in  fafety  in  cafe  of  a  repulfe.  The  Allies 
had  been  daily  harraffed  by  teazing  attacks  of  little  moment  fince  the 
2d  ;  but  early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  as  wcs  expefted,  the  enemy 
evinced  a  difpofition  of  making  another  feiious  effort  to  pafs  the  boun- 
daries of  the  Wood .  The  firft  attack  was  made  by  the  troops  encamped 
at  Anzin,  with  a  view  to  diflodge  Gen.  Clair  fait  from  his  pofition  in 
the  Foret  de  Raifmes  ;  and  at  day-break  a  lively  cannonade  commenced  in 
that  direftion.  The  troops  encamped  at  Famars,  appeared  at  the  fame 
time,  formed  in  order  of  battle,  and  the  garrifon  of  Valenciennes  (hewed 
themfelves  drawn  up  in  readinefs  to  fupport  them,  keeping  Cobourg 
in  check,  while  Dampierre  once  again  endeavoured  to  throw  a  fupply 
both  of  troops  and  of  provifious  into  Cond/f  of  which  the  Governor  ftood 
in  the  greatcU  need. 

*  The  Republicans  having  approached  the  edge  of  the  Wood,  the  en- 
gagement became  general  about  nine  o'clock,  when  the  Grenadiers  and 
Fiifl  Battalion  of  the  Coldftream,  and  Third  Guards,  were  ordered  to 
move  forwards,  to  a  fmall  Pruflian  Camp,  fiiuated  between  the  villages 
of  Nivelle  and  of  La  Motte,  near  the  town  of  St.  Amaud.  They  remain- 
ed there  till  the  evening,  when  Knobelsdorf  wiftiing  one  Battalion  to 
advance,  the  Coldftream  being  firft  for  duty,  marched  towards  Vifcoine, 
and  the  Pruflian  General  bhnfelf  condu&iug  them  along  the  Chauflee  to  the 
ikirts  of  the  Wood,  defired  they  would  enter  itj  aiid  immediately  gal- 
loped off,  leaving  Col.  Penningion,  without  giving  any  dire<Sions 
whatever  relative  to  his  further  operations.  The  French  redoubts  were 
fo  conftrijdted,  that  they  in  a  great  meafure,  commanded  the  ChaulTee, 
leading  to  St.  Amand,  the  field  pieces  attached  to  the  Guards,  were  there- 
fore placed  upon  it,  and  by  abrifkand  well-direfted  fiie.  they  kept  the 
guns  oppofed  to  them;  in  check. 


(    3°    ) 

As  we  pafs'd  on,  the  fierce  whiflcer'd  Pruffians  we  view'd 

In  battle  array  near  the  fklrts  of  the  wood. 

Their  Chieftain  defir'd  us  to  enter,  and  in 

We  darted  Hke  Hght'ning,  thro'  thick,  and  thro'  thin. 

Staunch  hounds  in  full  cry  when  purfuing  their  prey. 

Were  never  more  eagernefs  known  to  difplay. 

Before  us  the  French  on  retreat  we  defcried, 

And  firing  one  volley,  the  bayonet  tried  ; 

Ere  their  flight  was  arrefled,  with  grief  I  relate, 

What  was  many  a  valorous  Coldftreamer's*  fate. 

A  mafk'd  gun  wheel'd  forwards,   difcharg'd  fhowers  of 

grape, 
And  we  thought  for  a  time  not  a  man  would  efcape. 
Till  the  drummers  to  arms  were  commanded  to  beat 
While  Pennington  +  privately  hinted  retreat, 


*  When  the  right  Companies  of  the  Coldflream  Battalions  had  nearly 
clofed  upon  theii  flying  enemies  ;  apiece  of  ordnance  was  by  the  Re- 
publicans wheeled  forwards  from  a  battery,  which  had  been  totally  con- 
cealed from  our  intrepid  countrymen,  by  the  numerous  bufhes  and  im- 
penetrable underwood  of  the  gloomy  foreft.  A  tremendous  fire  was 
thus  inftantaneoufly  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  when  'w\i\\\\\  pjjiol fiot  oi 
the  very  fpot  to  which  the  gun  had  been  advanced,  and  in  a  few  mo- 
ments, thofe  Companies  which  were  the  moft  expofed,  commanded  by 
the  late  Col.  BosviLLE,  Cols.  Gascoine,  Freemantle,  and  Fitz- 
ROY,  fufiFercd  confiderably  ;  the  firfl  having  21  rank  and  file,  the  fecond 
19,  the  third  i/j,  and  the  fourth  9,  killed  and  wounded.  The  left  wing 
efcaped  however  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  foldier,  for  fo  fudderv 
•was  this  unfortunate  rencontre,  that  the  lall  divifion.  had  fcarcely  crolTed 
the  Hedge-Row,  feparating  the  ChaufTee  from  the  Foreft,  when  the  foie- 
mofl  was  engaged. 

+  The  mofl  dreadful  havoc  mull,  in  all  human  probability,  have  taken 
place,  had  it  not  been  for  the  very  prudent  and  collected  condufl  of 
Col.  Pennington.  With  infinite  prefence  of  mind,  he  immediately, 
left  the  Republicans  might  be  encouraged,  if  they  imagined  he  was  pre- 
paring to  retreat,  commanded  the  drums  to  beat  to  armi\  at  the  fame 
time,  dircfting  the  foldiers  to  form  to  their  colours,  which  he  had  pre- 


(    3«     ) 

And  Howard  thy  colours*  were  proudly  difplay'd, 
Tho'  dear  for  their  threats  thou  haft  certainly  paid ; 
Yet  thy  brethren  rejoice,  wounds  fo  bravely  receiv'd. 
When  examined,  were  void  of  all  danger  believ'd. 
Poor  Darnley!+  fmcerely,  we  mourn  thy  hard  fate, 
On  a  prisoner  fo  mangled,  what  horrors  await ! 

vioafly  planted  w  the  rear.     Thus,  in  a  very  judicious  manner,   he  drew 
them,  much  to  his  credit,  as  a  General,  in  a  fhort  time,    from  certainly  a 

1  mofl  perilous  fituation. 

This  was,  it  will  be  well  remembered,  the  firft  time  that  any  pait 
ct  the  Bricifh  Guards  had  been  engaged,  and,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that 

''they  to  a  man  behaved  nioft  nobly,  well  aware  that  their  national  cha- 
rafter  was  at  (lake,  for  the  eyes  of  thofe  far-famed  Veterans  were  upori 
them,  whofe  principles  in  mancewvenng^  they  had  been  fo  recently  and 
fo  carefully  inftrufted  to  imitate,  and  to  regard  as  models  of  perfcftion. 

*  Though  the  fire  was  certainly  attrafted  by  the  colours  which  Enfiga 
Howard  carried  unfurled,  agreeable  to  orders,  and,  he  was  confequent- 
ly  vi^ounded  ;  it  was  an  allonifhing  circumftance  that  the  other  officers 
efcaped  fo  well;  for  attentive  folely  to  the  fituation  of  their  men,  they 
took  not  the  leafl  precautions  for  theirown  perfonal  fecurlty.  The  greateft 
heroifm  was  difpLiyed  by  feveral  of  the  wounded  foldiers,  who  feemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  manifefting  a  total  difregard  of  bodily  pain, 
and  were  obferved  to  ufe  their  feeble  efforts  againft  the  enemies  of 
their  country,  while  their  remaining  ftrength  enabled  them  to  pull  a  trig- 
ger with  effect.  One  brave  fellow  in  particular,  having  received  % 
wound  in  the  leg,  which  obliged  him  unwillingly  to  drop  upon  his 
knees,  loaded  his  piece,  and  exerting  himfelf,  that  the  Republicans 
might  hear  his  voice,  in  that  pojition,   ftruck  up  ♦'  God  fave  the  King,'* 

/  continuing  to  fire  unlill  he  fell,  difpatched  by  three  fucceflive  body 
■wounds. 

t  Serjeant  Major  Darnley  certainly  died  a  prifoner  in  France,  in 
coafequence  of  the  wounds  he  had  received.  Though,  with  a  degree 
of  unfeeling  thoughtleflTnefs,  which  has  kept  his  widow  in  a  (late  of 
painful  anxiety,  the  Editors  have  frequently  of  late  infeited  paragraphs  ia 
feveral  of  the  public  news-papers,  announcing  his  fafety  and  recovery. 

Fortunately  the  Republicans  gave  their  opponent  Generals  more  ere* 
dit  than  they  were  by  any  means  entitled  to  receive;  had  Dampierre 
been  aware  of  the  \  try  forlorn  fituation  of  the  Coldftream,  (for  not  a  finglc 
Pruflijn  was  at  that  time  in  the  fVocd,)  they  would  not  probably  have 
fuffered  a  fingle  man  of  the  Battalion  to  have  efcaped.  Deceived  how- 
ever by  the  fpirited  attack,  and  perceiving  by  the  appearance  of  fcarlet 
umformsy  that  Knobelsdorf  had  received  a  reinfoicsment  of  Britifh 
troops,  they  gave  up  their  intentions  for  that  night. 
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Emerg'd  from  the  forell,  the  third  we  perceiv'd 
Haft'ning  on,  and  by  them  were  moft  gladly  reliev'd ; 
But  their  trip  to  the  wood  did  not  coft  them  a  man. 
As  the  French  had  a  retrogade  movement  began. 
The  Pruffians,  rejoic'd  their  own  bacon  to  fave, 
Were  lavifh  of  praifes,  and  ftyling  us  brave. 
Next  day  would  have  done  us  the  honour  again, 
Of  dooming  fome  more  of  our  men  to  be  flain ; 
But  Lake,  tho'  he  own'd  that  the  favour  was  great, 
Refus'd,  till  the  Duke  his  intention  Ihould  ftate; 
And  the  Duke,  (which  we  all  were  delighted  to  find) 
The  honour  intended,  politely  declin'd. 
Our  opponents  however  retired*  in  the  night, 
And  the  rifle-men  kept  up  a  flight  popping  fight ; 
The  Carmagnolsf  lofs  without  doubt  was  fevere, 
And  a  fix  pounder  paid  its  refpefts  to  Dampierre:[:. 


*  To  the  Abbaye  D'Hannon. 

-^  A  name  given  to  the  French  troops,  from  a  popular  Democratic 
Song,  '<  La  Carmagnol  des  Royiliftes." 

:|:  Gen.  Dampierre  had  his  thigh  fmafhcd  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
evening,  by  a  cannon  ball,  fired,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  from  one  of  the 
Britifh  long  fix  pounders,  of  which  wound  he  afterwaids  expired,  and 
was  buried  with  the  greateft  pomp  and  military  honours  on  the  Heights 
of  Famars  ;  where  a  monument,  exhorting  ail  Republican  foldiers  to 
imitate  his  civic  virtues,  and  to  take  exan)ple  from  his  courage,  was 
erefled  to  his  memory,  by  the  Commiflioners  at  Valenciennes,  His 
buft  was  alfo  placed  in  the  National  Pantheon  at  Paris.  Dampierre, 
as  he  had  failed  in  h's  endeavours  to  relieve  Conde,  would  probably, 
according  to  the  fyftem  then  moft  prevalent  in  France,  have  finifhed  his 
career  upon  the  fcaffold,  had  he  efcaped  the  perils  of  the  field  of  battle. 
He  was  one  of  the  very  few  Conventional  Chieftains,  who  had  been  born 
a  Gentleman,  and  bred  a  Soldier.  As  night  approached,  the  firing  of 
the  enemy  gradually  decreafed  ;  and  the  Third  Regiment  was,  after  the 
retreat  of  the  rifle  men,  withdrawn  from  the  Wood,  The  French  loft,  it 
was  reported,  near  4,000  men  in  killed  and  wounded,  in  their  difTerent 
'attacks  that  day;  the  Pruflians  300;  and  the  Auftrians  500, 
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Thus  the  ice  has  been  broke,  and  we  foon  {hall  advance 
To  the  glory  of  England^  and  terror  of  France ; 

When  the  Detachment  of  Guards  were,  on  the  pth  of  May,  upon  their 
inarch  towards  Toumay,  an  Aid-de-Camp  from  Clairfait  arriving 
with  intelligence,  that  the  Republicans  had  conftruvfted  batteries  in  the 
preceding  night  along  his  front,  which,  if  they  were  permitted  to  com- 
plete, would  render  his  fituation  untenable;  the  Eritifli  troops  were 
halted  at  the  village  of  Maulde,  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of 
York  repaired  to  St.  Aroand,  where  he  was  met  by  Clai  rfait,  and 
by  Gen.  Knob ELSDORF,  when  it  was  determined,  that  the  Auftrians 
and  Pruflians  in  conjunftion,{hould  aflault  not  only  thofe  batteries,  but  the 
whole  chain  of  French  pofts,  at  day-break  the  next  morning.  Accord- 
ingly with  a  very  trifling  lofs  on  their  fides,  the  Allies  made  lO  officers, 
and  150  privates  prifoners  ;  the  Corps  which  had  advanced  [rota  Lille  to 
Hannon,  fell  back  precipitately  upon  Orchies,  and  the  French  retreated 
in  every  direftion,  appearing  entirely  to  abandon  their  defigns.  The  Im- 
perialifts  then  took  poflefiion  of  the  Abbaye  D'Hannon,  and  immediately 
cut  down  the  trees  in  the  Wood  of  Amand,as  they  had  afforded  fo  com- 
plete a  cover  to  the  enemy. 

The  other  Battalions  having  joined  the  Firft  Regiment  of  Guards,  at 
the  Camp  of  Maulde,  the  Brigade  and  Hanoverians  returned  immediately 
to  their  former  cantonments,  and  the  Republicans  appeared  determined 
to  aft  entirely  upon  the  dejenfi'vey  to  which  end  they  rendered  their  Camp 
at  Famars  as  formidable  as  poflible,  and  were  feen  bufily  employed  in 
digging  entrenchments,  and  conftrufting  batteries  on  every  Height.  The 
ground,  rifmg  in  regular  flopcs  from  the  Rhcnelle,  to  the  fpot  where 
Dampierre's  monument  was  placed,  particularly  favoured  their  de- 
figns, overlooking  the  town  of  Valenciennes,  and  the  country  where 
Prince  CobouRg's  army  was  encamped. 

On  the  12th  of  May  at  day-break,  about  1,200  of  the  garrifon  of 
Conde  made  a  vigorous  fortie,  direding  their  fire  againft  feme  barns 
and  farm  houfes  at  Vieux  Conde',  which  covered  the  Auftrian  Chaffcurs* 
A  Battalion  of  Auftrian  Infantry,  however,  advancing  againft  them,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  turning  their  flank,  and  they  were  repulfed  with  confider- 
able  {laughter. 

While  che  Allies  on  the  Northern  Frontiers  of  France  were  thus  for- 
tunate, Prince  Hohenlohe,  who  commanded  on  the  Eaftern,  had  fuc- 
ceeded  in  driving  Houchard  from  his  pofition  in  the  woods,  covering 
the  Duchy  of  Deux-Ponts  ;  and  had  encamped  his  troops  near  Homhurg^ 
forcing  the  French  advanced  pofls  to  retire  beyond  Bliefcajile.  The 
blockade  of  Mayence  was  continued,  though  Custine  continually  har- 
raffed  the  Confederates,  by  teazing  and  reiterated  attacks,  where  many 
lives  were  loft,  without  any  real  advantage  being  gained  by  either  party, 
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Such  feats  fhall  atchieve,  that  old  Homer  again, 
If  Hving,  would  brandifh  his  fame-dealing  pen; 
Yet,  my  friend,  tho'  thefe  fcrawls  you  are  doom'd  to 

perufe. 
Allowances  make  for  2i  juvenile  Mufe\ 

The  French  encamped  before  Cajfel^  made  feveral  attempts  upon  the  town 
oi  Hockbe'im  oa  the  Mayne^  but  were  invariably  repulfed  by  the  Pruflians, 
Heflians,  and  Saxons,  in  that  quarter. 

The  proteflioQ  of  Weft-Flanders  was  configned  entirely  to  the  Dutch, 
and  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Courtray 
without  meeting  with  the  fmallefl  oppofition.  The  Spaniards  had  by 
this  time  colledled  an  enormous  force,  and  appeared  upon  the  Pyrenean 
Mountains,  hanging  over  and  threatening  Roufillon,  and  the  Province  of 
LaHguedoc,  with  a  rapid  defcert.  Don  Antonio  RicARr)Os,the  Com- 
mandcrin  Chief  of  the  army  of  Catalonia,  previous  to  the  a6lual  com- 
mencement of  hoftilities,  publifhed  a  manifcfto,  ftating  "  That  the  army 
under  his  command  was  not  about  to  enter  France  with  any  hojiilc  'v'leiusy 
his  Catholic  Majcfty  propofing  folely  to  deliver  the  French  nation 
from  the  horrid  defpotifm  with  which  fhe  was  opprefifed  by  an  unlawful? 
tyrannical, and  ufurping  affembly,  the  members  of  which,  after  having 
fubverted  and  trod  upon  religion,  laws,  and  the  fafety  of  public  and  in- 
dividual property,  after  having  ordained  in  cold  blood,  the  moft  unheard 
of  murders  on  the  moft  refpedlable  and  innocent  perfons,  had  filled  up 
the  meafure  of  their  iniquities,  by  ftiedding  the  blood  of  their  lawful  and 
well-meaning  Sovereign  upon  a  fcaffold.  This  manifefto  concluded 
with  an  offer  of  proteftion  and  fupport  to  all  true  Frenchmen,  who 
Ihould  declare  themfelves  to  be  attached  to  a  monarchical  government, 
and  a  threatening  declaration,  that  all  thofe  who  fhould  fide  with  the  pre- 
tended National  Convention,  fhould  be  treated  as  traitors  a rul  as  rebels. '*^ 

Some  trifling  advantages,  as  might  naturally  have  been  expefted  from 
the  inferior  force  oppofing  them,  were  at  firft  gained  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  we  very  foon  perceived  them  penetrating  as  far  as  Ceret,  and  even 
menacing  Bellegarde. 

In  addition  to  all  the  foreign  powers  inimical  to  her  caufe,  France 
had,  at  this  period,  a  new  and  moft  formidable  enemy  to  contend  with  ; 
the  firft  leader  of  the  royalifts,  who  had  adopted  the  fi6litious  appella- 
•  tion  of  Gafion  (probably  as  it  was  the  name  of  a  brother  of  the  fourteenth 
Louis)  had  planted  his  ftandard  in  the  country  of  La  Vendee,  and  thou- 
fands  daily  gathered  round  it,  till  he  found  him felf  at  the  head  of  a 
very  numerous  army.  The  convention  paid,  at  firft,  but  little  attention 
to  this  infurreftion,  treating  the  Royalifts  as  banditti^  beneath  their  notice ; 
but  their  repeated  fucceffes,  for  they  had   advanced   upon  Rochfort> 
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One  purpofe  they'll  anfwer,  by  proving  moft  clearly, 
If  proofs  are  requir'd,  that  I'm  your's  moft  fincerely. 


Rochelle,  and  Nantes,  after  defeating  the  Republicans  In  every  engage- 
rnent;  fpread  at  length  a  ferious  alarm  through  the  capital;  and  Saxterre 
the  brewer  (that  wretch,  who,  when  the  fixteenth  Louis,  from  the 
fcaffold,  endeavoured  to  addrefs  hirnfelf  to  the  mifgulded  populace,  or- 
dered the  drums  to  beat  up  loudly  to  prevent  his  being  lieard)  was  fix- 
ed upon  as  the  moft  eligible  general  to  march  againft  thofe  men,  who  ftill 
retained  a  refpeft  for  the  memory  of  their  martyred  fovereign. 

When  the  Volunteers  were  preparing  to  depart  from  Paris  to  La. 
?^^;;^/^,  at  the  time  of  opening  the  theatres,  all  the  carriages  and  horfes 
met  with  in  the  ftreets  were  feized  upon,  to  convey  them  with  the  great- 
eft  expedition,  and  that  appears  to  be  the  firft  inftance  of  the  property  of 
individuals  having  been  forcibly  put  in  requifition  for  the  ufe  of  the  French 
armies.  Upon  a  remonftrance  from  the  feftions,  they  were,  however, 
then  reftored  to  their  owners,  with  a  provifo,  that  they  fhould  be  forth- 
coming whenever  they  were  called  for,  and  the  horfes  thus  feized  upon 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Republic,  were  immediately  branded  with  an  iron, 
marking  them  as  (laves  to  the  convention,  with  the  proftituted  cap  of  li- 
berty. This  was  furcly  the  critical  moment,  when  the  allies  fliould  have 
affifted  the  Royalifts  with  all  their  might,  and  the  departure  of  Lord 
Hood's  fleet  at  that  very  time  for  the  Mediterranean,  led  us  to  believe, 
it  was  with  a  view  of  fupporting  thofe  brave  and  perfevering  enthufiafts 
in,  certainlyy  an  honourable  caufe.  Had  they  been  then  fupplied  with 
cloathing,  arms,  and  ammunition,  little  doubts  need  have  been  enter- 
tained of  their  fuccefs  ;  and  no  conquefts  by  fea  or  land,  would  have  fo 
fpeedily  brought  about  the  bleflings  attendant  on  the  olive  branch,  as  a 
forcible  imprefllon  made  in  the  heart  of  the  Republic,  while  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  nation  were  laifettled,  and  the  majority  of  the  departments, 
at  a  diftance  from  the  capital,  were  uuinfefted  witii  the  mania  of  fanf^ 
tulot'ijm  and  of  equality. 
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LETTER  VI. 

Camp  AT  SoLXAiy,  near  Valenciennes,  Mzy  29, 1793 

Advance  cf  the  Duke  of  Tork*St  to  join   Prince  CoBourg's  Army. — Battle   oj 
Famars. — Invefiiture  of  Valenciennes, 

AFTER  filing  (and  furely  we  fcarce  could  do  lefs,} 
A  briflc  feu-de-joie  for  our  brilliant  fuccefs, 
We  pafs'dthro'  Rocour^,  and  encamp'd  near  Baiffieu, 
With  Cobourg's  grand  army,  the  foe  to  purfue. 
That  Prince  with  his  Staff  and  attendants  we  found, 
To  fee  f  us  draw^n  up  as  we  march'd  to  our  ground. 


*  The  brigade  of  Brltifli  light  dragoons  having  arrived  at  Tournay, 
formed  upon  the  pianpropofed  to  government  by  Gen.  Ralph  Dundass, 
viz.  that  inftead  of  fending  entire  regiments  upon  aftual  fervice,  when 
many  of  the  men  were  mtv  recruits^  and  the  horfes  tooyoung  to  undergo  fa- 
tigue, a  certain  number  of  troops  ftiould  be  drafted  from  each  corps,  as 
by  that  means  none  but  made  foldiers^  and  ferviceable  horfes  would  be 
employed,  while  thofe  remaining  in  England  were  trained  and  dif- 
ciplined  againft  augmentations  were  demanded.  The  14th  and  53d 
regiments,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light  company  of  the  37tb,  (the 
Battalion  having  been  detained  to  encreafe  the  garrifon  of  Oftend)  were 
then  formed  into  a  fecond  brigade  of  Britifh  infantry  under  the  command 
of  Major  Gen.  Abercrombie.  The  firfl:  divifion  of  the  Hanoverian 
contingent  amounting  to  6,C00  men,  having  alfo  been  complea- 
ted,  the  Duke  of  York's  army,  amounting  to  about  10,000 men,  re- 
ceived iiis  Royal  Highnefs's  orders  to  advance  on  the  29th  of  April  from 
their  quarters  and  cantonments  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tournay,  where 
they  were  replaced  by  a  corps  of  between  5  and  6,000  Dutch  troops. 

f  Prince  Cob-ourg  feemed  highly  pleafed  with  the  appear- 
ance  of  the  Britifti;  but  remarked  that  the  drefs  of  the  light  dra- 
goons fo  nearly  refembled  that  worn  by  the  Republican  cavalry,  that 
miftakes  might  frequently  arife,  attended  with  mod  fatal  confequences;  to 
prevent  which,  a  piece  of  white  linen  was  ordered  to  be  failened  in  a 
conrpicuous  manner  round  the  right  arm  of  every  Britifti  dragoon,  and 
the  ixnpeiialifts  were  carefully  inf<?rTncd  of  the  diftinftion. 
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He  was  pleas'd  with  our  men  as  they  pafs'd  in  rc\  lew, 
And  his  looks  faid"  My  lads,  you'll  have  fomething  to  do." 
On  the  left  of  his  army  our  camp  had  been  trac'd, 
And  we  found  ourfelves  clofe  to  theKeyferlicks*  plac'd 
Their  martial  appearance  fill'd  all  with  delight, 
By  fev'n  +  years  clofe  prndice  inur'd  to  the  fight. 
Well  fed,  and  fine  fellows,  above  fix  feet  high, 
Bewhilker'd  each  vifage,  befabred  each  thigh ; 
Grenadiers  from  Bohemia,  Hungarians  and  Croats,, 
Created  on  purpofe  to  cut  Frenchmen's  throats ; 
Curaffiers  with  hats  fliot  thro'  and  cover'd  with  fears, 
With  Hulans,  Tirolians,  Pandours,  and  HuIFars. 
The  leaft  of  them  feem'd  to  be  able  to  eat 
Six  French  at  a  breakfaft,  and  think  it  a  treat. 
'Twas  fix'd  on  Famars  we  (hould  make  an  attack. 
As  plann'd  by  that  great  engineer,  Colonel  Mack. 
We  filent  advanc'dj  under  cover  of  night, 
Our  approach  to  conceal  from  the  enemy's  fight, 

*  Keyfer^  in  German,  fignlfies  Emperor.  Keyferlick,  Imperial,  The  Auf- 
trian  troops  are  therefore  indifcriminately  called  Keyferlicks. 

+  The  Emperor  was  at  variance  with  the  Turks  for  7  years,  and  that 
bloody  war  was  fcarcely  terminated,  when  the  coalition  againft  France 
was  formed  ;  the  Imperialifts  were  therefore  allowed  no  refpite, 

1^  The  Republicans  had  remained  perfcftly  quiet,  fmce  their  memo- 
rable defeat  in  the  wood  near  St.  Amand,  and  Prince  Cobourg,  who 
had  been  long  waiting  for  the  reinforcements  brought  up  by  the  Duke  of 
York,  immediately  upon  their  arrival,  iffued  orders  for  his  whole  force 
to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  upon  a  moment's  warning  ;  animmenfe  train 
of  heavy  artillery  having  been  pievioufly  preparet',  on  the  22d,  at  mid- 
night. The  camps  were  all  in  motion,  and  the  troops  compofing  the 
grand  army,  muitering  about  8o,OCO  men,  divided  into  four  columns, 
filently  began  their  march.  The  fires  were  carefully  kept  burning,  and 
the  few  men  left  behind  in  camp,  continued  calling  out  JVcr  da  from 
poft  to  poft  as  ufualf  left  the  enemy's  picquets  might,  had  they  been  filent, 
h^vc  been  induced  to  imagine  foms  extraordinary  movement  had 
cccurr-ed. 
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When  each  cokimn  *  purfuing  a  different  way, 

Safe  arriv'd  at  its  ftation  before  break  of  day, 

A  fog  fpread  ai-ound  us,  fo  murky  and  denfe, 

We  delay 'd  for  fome  time  the  attack  to  commencf^ 

Like  a  curtain,  to  rife  by  degrees  it  appear'd', 

Aurora  peep'd  forth,  and  all  nature  was  cheer'd. 

When  Pkoebtts  propitioufly  deigning  to  fhine, 

Shot  inftantly  forth  all  his  radiance  divine. 

So  glorious  a  fpeftacle  then  we  perceiv'd, 

As,  paffing  defcriptionf,  could  fcarce  be  believ'd. 

The  eye  fought  relief  from  huge  columns  of  men, 

That  covered  the  valley,  and  wound  thro'  the  glen. 

And  while  Sol  on  their  arms  play'd  refulgently  bright, 

They  proudly  reflefted  him  back,  his  own  light ! 

The  Centinels  on  duty  calling  all's  tvell  from  the  moft  advanced  picquet, 
to  the  chain  of  pofls  communicating  with  the  camp,  has  in  the  dead  of 
night,  an  awful  and  a  grand  effeft;  the  cuftom  has  been  highly  repro- 
bated by  many  experienced  officers,  who  fay,  that  a  Centinel  fhould 
be  all  eye,  and  give  no  tongue,  but  in  cafe  of  aftual  danger;  it  was  however 
univerfallypraftifed  by  the  Auftrians,  and,  on  the  22dof  May,  they  were 
more  loud  and  frequent  in  their  communications  to  each  other  than  ufual. 

*  The  troops  compofrng  the  column  under  the  command  of  His  Roy- 
al Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Yokk,  advanced  towards  the  Rhonelle,  con- 
dufted  by  proper  guides,  and  without  approaching  near  enough  to  alarm 
the  advanced  pofts  of  the  enemy,  lay  upon  their  arms  till  day  break:  that 
under  Gen.  Col  leredo  was  employed  to  obferve  Valenciennes,  toward-^- 
St,  Saul'vs  and  Efircux'.  Gen.  Otto  took  up  a  pofition  to  prevent  any 
fortie  from  Le  Quefnoi;  and  the  fourth,  led  on  by  Gen.  Ferraris,  was 
deftined  to  afiault  the  batteries  conflrudled  upon  the  right  banks  of  the 
Rhonelle,  where  the  enemy's  advanced  guard  was  polled. 

f  A  remarkably  thick  fog  favoured  connderably  the  approach  of  the 
allies,  though  it  in  fome  degree  retarded  their  operations,  till  difperfcd 
by  the  penetrating  rays  of  the  rifing  fun.  The  moft  experienced  veterans 
in  the  Duke's  army  (and  there  were  many  who  had  feen  much  a£live  fer- 
vice  in  the  former  wars)  declared,  that  they  had  never  wltneffed  fo  beautiful 
afcene  as  the  different  columns  afforded,  advancing  in  every  direftion  in 
battle  array,  where  the  enemies  were,  by  any  means  aware  of  their  proxi-? 


Advancing  with  clos'd  and  compa6l  fteady  ranks, 

Our  cavalry  ported  in  force  on  our  flanks. 

Near  an  eminence  form'd  to  advantage  we  view'd 

The  gen'ral  attack,  which  foon  after  enfued. 

The  conflift  comnienc'd  with  a  brifk  cannonade, 

And  fome  batt'ries  were  ftorm'd  by  our  fecond  brigade*. 

Some  Huffars  Carmagnol  we  perceiv'd  on  the  plain. 

But  wheeling,  they  wifely  retreated  again 

To  a  village,  from  whence  they  feem'd  loth  to  retire, 

Till  the  Auftrian  artillery  fet  it  on  fire. 

Our  column  then  o'er  the  Rhonellet  the  way  led, 

To  turn  their  right  flank,  but  the  daftards  had  fled. 


*  After  the  picquets  had  been  driven  in,  or  rather  had  precipitately 
retreated,  the  columns  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  o^ 
Gen,  Ferraris,  advanced  in  different  direftions  nearer  the  Rhonclle: 
feveral  batteries  opened  upon  them  as  they  approached  from  the  oppo- 
fite  banks  of  the  river,  but  with  little  e1ife£t,  though  a  few  of  the  Auftrian 
cuirafters,  who  were  more  forward  than  the  other  troops,  were  wounded. 
They  are  fo  called  from  wearing  a  breaft-plate,  which  defends  entirely 
the  upper  part  of  the  body  againft  gun  fhot  wounds;  the  curaijje  nearly 
meets  behind,  and  appears  extremely  cumberfome  and  heavy,  but  from 
conftant  habit,  the  foldiers  fo  appointed  do  not  appear  in  the  fmalleft  de- 
gree incommoded  by  its  weight. 

The  Auftrian  heavy  artillery  v/as  quickly  brought  up,  and  fome  time 
was  pafl'ed  in  a  briik  cannonade  on  both  fides,  during  which,  Vilerfpol 
»was  fet  on  fire  by  a  fhower  of  (hells,  thrown  rapidly  into  the  village,  and 
f-iftien  the  beauty  oi  the  fcene  (if  the  term  is  admiflible,  when  refleftion 
tells  us,  the  confcquences  of  its  grandeur  were  produftive  of  havoc  and 
deftruftion)  v^as  confideiably  heightened. 

+  The  huffars  of  Eftahaze  and  Barco,  without  meeting  with  any  oppo- 
fition,  paffed  the  river  at  the  village  of  Marefch,  when  the  brigade  of 
guards,  and  two  battalions  of  Auftrian  infantry,  with  the  Britilh  and 
Hanoverian  light  dragoons,  purfued  the  fame  route,  to  take  the  redoubts 
near  ^erenaing,  and  fecure  a  paffage  for  the  other  troops,  by  turning  the 
enemy's  right  flank,  which  extended  to  thofe  works,  while  their  left 
leaned  upon  Valenciennes.  This  movement  had  the  defirrd  effedl,  as  the 
French  on  that  fide  abandoning  their  pofts,  fell  back  precipitately  to  fome 
batteries  they  had  erefted  on  the  heights  behind  the  village  of  Fawiars. 
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There  join'd  by  the  fam'd  Efterhaze  huflars, 

We  approached  a  thick  wood  between  that  and  Famars. 

But  our  flankers  advancing,  perceiv'd,  when  drawn  near, 

The  poll  was  entirely  abandon'd  and  clear. 

Rejoic'd  fo  completely  our  point  to  have  gain'd, 

In  that  Hr^ng  pofition  fome  hours  we  remain'd. 

Then  forwards  were  order 'd  fome  batteries  to  ftorm  *, 

Whence  the  firing  continued  tremendoufly  warm. 


Early  in  the  day,  feveral  fquadrons  of  French  cavalry,  formed  on  a  ri- 
fing  ground,  were  feen  threatening  the  flank  of  Gen.  Ferraris'  column  : 
they  were  attacked  by  the  Hanoverian  life  guards,  drawn  up  on  the  plain 
ielow  themy  in  a  mod  fpirited  manner  ;  indeed,  nothing  could  exceed  the 
travery  with  which  they  repeatedly  galloped  up  the  hilj,  menacing  their 
adverfaries,  who  at  length,  teafcd  by  their  frequent  threats,  came  pouring 
down  upon  them,  fwordin  hand^  like  a  torrent  rufhing  violently  over  the 
fides  of  a  craggy  mountain,  and  threatening  to  lay  wafte  the  country  at 
its  bafe. 

They  were  met  more  than  half  way,  both  parties  urging  their  horfes* 
heads  againfteach  other,  with  an  impetuofity  which  appeared  irrefiftable, 
l.ike  contending  waves  driven  together  by  oppofite  currents,  they  at  firfl: 
appeared  one  firm  confolidated  body,  neither  fide  yielding  for  a  moment, 
but  to  gain  new  force  ;  at  length  the  Republicans  loft  ground,  and  their 
opponents  purfuing  them,  the  mofl  dreadful  carnage  inftantly  enfued. 

Every  broad  fword  appeared  flufhed  with  reeking  gore  up  to  the  very 
hilt,  nor  was  the  viftory  atchieved  without  a  confiderable  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  conquerors.  They  had  3  officers  killed,  two  were  taken  prifon- 
ers,  4  wounded,  and  67  rank  and  file  were  killed,  wounded  or  miffing. 

*  Gen,  Ferraris,  after  cannonading  for  fome  time,  carried  the  en- 
trenchments in  front  of  the  French  line,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
With  him  was  ftationed  the  14th,  53d,  and  flank  companies  of  the  37th 
legiment,  compofing  the  2d  Britifla  brigade  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Abprcrombie.  Seven  pieces  of  cannon,  and  upwards  of  150  prifoners 
were  taken  in  the  redoubts.  Gen.  Abercrombie  loft  only  i  drum- 
mer, and  I  rank  and  file  killed,  2  ferjcants,  and  J2  wounded.  The  Au- 
ftiians,  however,  experienced  a  confiderable  lofs  of  men.  (It  may  not 
be  amifsthus  early  in  the  narrative,  to  ftate,  for  the  information  of  thofe 
unconnefted  with  military  tranfaftions,  and  who  perhaps  never  before 
heard  the  term  explained,  that  rank  and  file  means,  in  gazette  returns,  the 
corporals  and  private  foldicrsj 
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Infufiiclent  our  force  to  poflefs  them  was  found, 
And  we  foon  countermarch'd  to  our  former  ftrong  ground. 
Ere  morn's  crimfon  beams  ting'd  the  tips  of  the  trees, 
Refolv'd,  Coute  qui  coute,  onthofe  batt'ries  to  feize; 
But  prudent,  or  probably  feiz'd  with  a  fright, 
Our  foes,  tres  poiis,  fcamper'd  off  in  the  night*. 
From  their  camp  at  Famars  too,  they  fcudded  away, 
To  Cambrai,  and  Bouchain,  Arras,  and  Douai. 
A  place  of  more  ftrength  we  fhall  fcarce  ever  fee. 
Than  the  camp  thus  obtain'd;  a  moft  perfeft  glacis. 
Chains  of  batt'ries  commanding  each  other  were  found. 
And 'twas  known,  had  they  bravely  difputed  their  ground, 

Two  regiments  of  Hanoverian  infantry,  and  a  battalion  of  their  grena- 
diers, which  had  ferved  at  Gibraltar,  and  was  diftinguifhed  by  having 
the  name  of  that  impenetrable  rock,  worked  round  the  coat-flecve,  were 
alfo  prefent,  and  they,  as  well  as  the  Britifh  brigade,  had  their  full 
fhare  of  the  nonor  gained  hy  that  column,  which  was,  it  will  be  feen,  the 
moft,  infre.  In  the  evening,  the  Duke  of  York  advanced  along  a  hol- 
low way  towards  the  village  of  Artre\  againft  the  works  behind  Famars, 
but  upon  its  being  reprefented  to  his  Poyal  Highnefs  that  the  French 
were  there  io  advaatageoufly  pofted,  that  every  effort  to  diflodge  thena 
that  evening  would  be  fruitlcfs;  the  troops  were  countermarched,  and, 
wearied  out  with  the  fatigues  which  they  had  undergone,  (having  been 
inarching  the  greater  part  of  the  night  of  the  22d,  and  employed  the  23d 
from  day  bieak  to  fun  fet  without  any  refrefhment,  excepting  a  fmall 
portion  of  ammunition  bread  and  water)  they  lopped  off  the  boughs 
from  the  neighbouring  trees,  and  twining  them  together,  formed  a  flight 
covering  for  the  night,  where  they  weie  permitted  to  repofe,  without 
however  quitting  their  arms  for  a  moment,  after  ftrong  picquets  had  been 
pofted  in  iheir  front. 

*  On  the  24th,  at  4  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  allies  were  once  more 
formed,andmovmgfteadily  forwards,  it  wast  una  that  their  enemies  had 
abandoned  their  works,  and  retreated  to  the  grand  army,  ftill  fuppofedto 
■  Ijave  maintained  its  ground  upon  the  formidable  heights  of  Famars.  Se- 
lious  and  bloody  muft  indeed  have  been  the  conteft,  had  that  been  the  cafe, 
but  fortunately  the  panic  nad  univerfally  goiip  forth, and  th*^  Republicans 
gave  up,  without  firing  a  fmgle  fhot,  a  pofition  naturally  ftrong,  and  oil 
Nvhicih  ait  had  exhaufted  all  her  efforts  to  render  it  mtregnab'e. 
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*T\v'ould  have  colt  the  allies,  to  have  put  them  to  raut, 
i^onr  thoufand  brave  fellows,  beyond  any  doubt. 
Mack*,  beforehand,  had  made  an  exafl:  com.putation, 
Not  including  odd  limbs  in  his  nice  calculation. 
Of  the  peafantry  round,  how  diftreffing  the  fate! 
Their  treatment  t  ajoldier  mujR:  blulh  to  relate. 
The  Heffians  and  Auftrians,  to  rapine  inur'd. 
And  our  troops  by  their  baneful  example  allur'd, 
ExcelTes  commit,  that  muft  ruin  our  caufe, 
If  continued,  in  breach  of  all  order,  and  laws. 


*  Col.  Mack,  who  had  planned  the  whole  attack,  was  {lightly  wounded 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  and  forced  to  quit  the  field  before  he 
faw  the  vittory  enfured  to  Prince  Cobourg.  Count  Coiloredo's  co- 
lumn was  the  nrft  that  took  pofTeflion  oithe  heights,  and  the  French  were 
feen  on  full  march  to  the  fortreffes  in  their  rear,  as  Ferr  and  the  gover- 
nor of  Valenciennes,  after  completing  his  gairifonto  n,oco  men,clofed 
the  gates  upon  the  reft  of  the  difpiiited  Republicans,  who  all  endeavou- 
red to  gain  admiffion  to  that  town,  as  the  neareft  place  of  fafety  for  the 
moment — fo  great — fy  unaccountable  was  their  alarm. 

•f  On  the  a4th,  after  the  troops  had  taken  up  their  ground  upon  the 
heights,  they  were  permitted  to  go  in  fearch  of  water,  to  the  village  of 
Famars,  and  under  that  pretext,  behaved  moft  fcandaloufly  to  the  perfe- 
cuted  inhabitants,  who  were  pillaged  and  deprived  of  the  whole  of  their 
property;  nay,  their  very  clothes  were  forcibly  torn  from  off  their  backs, 
and  they  were  feen  almoft  naked  at  their  cottage  doors,  wringing  their 
^  hands  in  the  greateH  mifcry.  The  officers  of  different  corps  exerted 
themfelves  as  much  as  poiTible,  to  difcover  and  to  punifh  the  offenders  ; 
and  the  captain  of  a  troop  of  Auftrian  huffars,  upon  being  told  that  one 
of  his  men  had  torn  the  bed  from  under  a  woman  and  her  infant,  of 
■which  ffie  had  been  but  a  fhort  time  delivered,  cut  down  the  hardened 
villain  with  his  fabre,  and  left  his  body  on  a  dunghill  near  the  fpot  ^  this 
a6lof  fummary  juftice  had  the  defired  effcft,  byreftraining  in  fome  degree, 
the  unbridled  licentioufnefs  of  the  foldiery;  the  obje6l  of  plunder  was 
fne  cambric,  as  great  quantities  were  manufaftured  at  the  villages  furround- 
ing  Valenciennes.  Many  of  the  Briiifh  difgraced  themfelves  by  marau- 
ding, and  a  corporal  of  the  ift  regiment  of  guards,  who  croffed  a  branch 
of  the  Rhonelle,  to  fearch  a  boufe  on  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  river,  had 
encumbered  his  body  with  fuch  a  quantity  of  that  article,  which  he  had 
wound  round  his  waift,  that  he  was  drowned  in  his  endeavours  to  return. 
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The  heiVhts  of  Famars,  on  Valenciennes  look  down, 
And  we  now  have  completely  blockaded  the  town; 
Montx\nzin*  has  been  luckily  gain'd  by  Clairfait, 
And  the  fiege  will  commence,  without  further  delay. 


*  At  the  very  moment  when  Prince  Cobourg's  army  advanced  upon 
Famars,  Clairfait,  as  had  been  previoufly  concerted,  alTaultcd  the 
camp  of  Mont  Anzin,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  Scheldt;  and  his 
operations  were  fortunately  crowned  with  equal  fuccefs,  though  he  ex- 
perienced from  his  opponents  a  more  obftinate  and  fteady  refiftancc. 
His  lofs  muft  therefore  have  exceeded  that  of  the  grand  army,  amounting 
to  about  600  men.  The  French  were  reported  to  have  experienced  a 
lofs,  in  the  various  attacks  made  upon  them  on  the  23d,  about  3,000; 
yet  as  at  Famars  they  made  no  ftand,  excepting  to  favor  their  re- 
treat, that  account  muft  furely  have  been  much  exaggerated.  Thofe  un- 
acquainted with  the fecret  defences  of  Valenciennes,  have  frequently  ex. 
preffed  their  ailonifhment,  that  the  bombardment  of  the  place 
did  not  commence  from  Mont  Anzin,  a  fituation  completely  com- 
mandmg  the  citadel:  but  to  the  Marquis  de  Bouh'iie,  zt  that  time  with 
the  Duke's  army,  the  befiegers  were  indebted  for  the  information  he  gave 
them,  that  mines  of  confiderable  magnitude  and  extent  were  formed  ia 
that  dircftion,  which  rendered  it  extremely  hazardjous  to  advance  Clair- 
jait's  camp  too  near  the  place. 

Conde  and  Valenciennes  being  thus  both  entirely  abandoned  to  their 
fate.  Prince  Coboukc  determined,  from  the  accounts  he  early  received 
of  the  great  fcarcity  that  exifted  in  the  former  place,  as  well  as  from  the 
difficulty  of  approaching  near  enough  to  ereft  his  batteries  on  account  of 
the  inundations,  to  blockade  it  clofely,  and  wait  till  hunger  fhould  oblige 
the  governor  to  tiirow  open  the  gates  ;  while  he  proceeded  vigoroufly 
■with  the  fiege  of  the  latter.  The  park  of  heavy  artillery,  for  battering  in 
breach,  large  mortars  and  howitzers,  w^ere  accordingly  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  immediately,  and  in  the  mean  time,  the  different  troops  took 
up  their  pofitions  to  draw  more  clofely  round,  and  form  the  inveiliture 
of  the  place.  The  Auftrfans  under  Gen,  Ferraris  extended  from  the 
Scheldt  near  the  village  of  Saul'ue  to  Solta'm,  where  their  left  communica, 
j.ed  with  the  grenadiers  of  the  guards  forming  the  right  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  army,  which,  v/inding  between  the  villages  of  Prejfeau  and  Aulnoil, 
joined  the  Hanoverians  and  Heffians  at  Famars  ;  while  C  lair  fait 's 
army  extended  from  the  kft  banks  of  the  Scheldt  to  St.  Leger,  commu- 
nicating alfo  with  Famars.  The  remainder  of  Prince  Cobourg's  forces 
formed  a  giand  covering  army  of  at  leafl  80,000  men,  part  of  whicfe 
was  detached  to  oi/ferve  Maubeuge  a.nd  L^  ^uefuoi,  while  tbc  main  body 
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To  our  fummons,  this  anfwer  with  fcorn  was  return'd, 
That  {laves,  and  their  terms,  theycontemptuoufly  fpurn'd*. 


prcfetited  a  front  to  the  army  of  the  north,  regulating  its  motions  by'thc 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  outflanking  Cambray  and  Douay;  while  the 
Dutch,  who  had  fucceeded  in  their  attack  upon  Mouchin  on  the  23d,  and 
madethemfelves,  at  the  fametime,  mafters  of  Orchies,  by  occupying  the 
pods  from  thence  to  Tournay,  fupporied  by  the  Pruffians  at  Hannon,  and 
the  camp  of  Maulde,  protcded  the  army,  bloccading  Conde  againfl; 
forties  from  Lille, 

*  Prince  Cobou  rc  had  complimented  the  Duke  of  York  with  the 
command  oF  the  befieging  army,  and  his  Royal  Highnefs,  immediately 
after  the  battle  of  Famars,  fent  and  Aid  de  Camp  with  a  fummons  to 
Ferrand,  the  Governor,  which  was  anfwered  with  all  the  infolent  fami- 
liarity of  thofe  new  difciples  of  equality,  enclofed  in  a  copy  of  an  oathi 
tied  round  with  the  tri-coloured  ribband,  by  which  the  garrifon  had  bound 
themfelves  rather  to  be  buried  under  the  ruins,  than  furrender  to  the 
enemies  of  the  republick. 


At  this  time  the  French  obtained  fome  trifling  advantages  over  the 
iDutch  in  Weft  Flanders.  Prince  Frederick  of  Nalfau  Orange 
had  eflabliflied  his  head-quarters  at  Menio,  and  advanced  his  polls 
as  far  as  Roubaix.  It  could  hardly  be  expefted  tiiat  the  French 
would  permit  him  to  remain  long  in  quiet  pofleffion  of  a  pofition  fo 
near  to  Lille.  On  the  24th,  a  large  body  advanced  from  that  fortrefs, 
and  drove  his  pofts  back  upon  Tourquoin,  where  they  made  a  ftand,  but 
were  at  length  obliged  to  retreat  through  Menin  upon  Courtray,  with  a 
lofs  of  21  officers,  and  450  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  mifiing.  The  next 
day  Prince  FREDERiCKagain  approached  Menin,  Avhichisihelafttownun-f 
fortunately  for  its  inhabitants  on  the  Emperor's  frontiers,  therefore  living 
under  daily  apprchenfions  of  eruptions  from  the  French  who  frequently  at- 
tackit  for  the  fake  of  pillage,  and  not  thinking  it  worth  defending,  retire  to 
Lille,  and  only  defer  their  next  vifit  till  they  imagine  the  inhabitants 
have  again  C(illc6led  their  furniture  and  effe£ls,  and  can  fupply  them  with 
frcfli  booty.  A  column  of  5,000  men  from  Dunkiik  arrived  before 
Fumes  on  the  30th  of  April,  the  garrifon  of  the  place  amounting  only  to 
about  1200  Dutch  oppofcd  them  for  fome  hours,  but,  from  a  want  of 
artilleiy,  they  were  ultimately  obliged  to  retreat,  and  to  fall  back  upon 
OJiend.  There  too,  the  objeft  of  the  French  was  evidently  plunder,  as  they 
Joft  no  time  in  loading  empty  carts  they  had  brought  with  them  for  that 
purpofc,  with  the  military  [lores  and  ammunition  j  and  after  flripping 
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Tell  Emma,  whenever  we  enter  the  place, 

I'll  remember  fhe  wifh'd  for  fome  beautiful  lace. 


the  houfes  of  every  article  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon,  retired  laden 
with  their  fpoils,  carrying  off  the  burgomaftcr,  and  five  other  magiflrates, 
as  hollages  for  the  coniributions  they  demanded  of  oxen,  Iheep,  and 
iorage. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Rhine  more  fcrious  attacks  were  made  by  Custine, 
who  appeared  determined  to  drain  every  nerve  to  relieve  Mayence. 
Having  previoufly  obliged  Prince  Hohenloe,  by  an  attack  upon  hi* 
cdiW.p  near  Hcmi>urg,  to  hll  hack  u^pon  KaiferJIauterti,  thereby  once  more 
gaining  Pofleflion  of  Deux  Pcnts,  Houchard  kept  the  Prulfians  in  that 
quarter  in  check,  while  Pirmafens  was  affaulted  ;  that  poll  carried,  allrong 
column  was  detached  to  file  off  round  Spires  towards  Mayence.  The  gar- 
rifon  of  Landau  at  the  fame  time  made  a  fuccefsful  fovtie  upon  the  Au- 
llrians  and  emigrants  under  the  Prince  de  Conde,  forming  the  blockade 
of  the  place  on  the  fide  towards  the  Ehine,  while  Custine,  with 
three  ilrong  columns,  comprifing  the  main  body  of  his  army.,  affaulted 
Wurmfer  on  that  towards  the  Mofclle,  at  day  break  on  the  17th  of 
May.  The  engagement  became  general  near  Billickheim,  and  the  French, 
at  the  firft  onfet, had  decidedly  the  advantage;  but,  fays  Culline,  "  while 
the  infantry  were  forming,  a  fquadron  of  our  own  cavalry  riding  up  to- 
wards them,  one  of  the  battalions  miltook  them  for  the  enemy,  and 
retreated  in  diforder:  it  became  therefore  impoffible  to  rallythem,  and  in 
their  ihameful  flight,  they  fired  upon  the  other  troops,  and  behaved 
themfelves  like  coivards."  Gen.  Wurmsur  washowevtr  obliged  to  fall 
back  behind  the  river  ^eicb,  and  though  this  attempt  to  relieve  May- 
ence failed,  the  French  gained  a  very  confiderable  advantage,  by  opening 
tlie  communi«ation  with  Landau,  and  making  themfelves  maders  of  feverai 
important  pofts  in  its  vicinity.  Custine  was  foon  after  removed  to 
the  command  of  the  army  of  the  north,  as  his  free  manner  of  talking  06 
the  conduft  of  his  foldiers  had  rendered  him  unpopular  on  the  Rhine. 
Probably  expetling  this  event,  he  feems  to  have  haflened  this  attack, 
on  the  allies,  left  his  fucceffor,  after  his  departure,  Ihould  reap  the  glory 
of  the  operations  he  had  himfelf  planned.  The  Auftrians  reckoned 
their  lofs  at  130  killed.     The  Emigrants  theirs  at  100. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  the  Republicans,  to  the  number  of  2,600,  made 
an  eruption  into  the  duchy  of  Luxembourg,  after  defeating  Baron  Schra- 
der  at  Arlons.  On  the  lath,  they  were,  however,  in  their  turn,  repulfed 
and  driven  back  upon  ThionvV.le,  and  various  fkirmilhes  of  lefs  import- 
ance took  place,  evidently  (hewing  the  wonderful  refourfes  of  the 
French,  who  could  fo  vigoroufly  oppofe  the  various  armies  invading 
their  territories  in  every  direftion,  at  a  time  when  they  had  fo  fprmida- 
b)e  an  enemy  to  contend  with  in  ibe  hiterior, 

ft 
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Camp  at  Soltair,  July  %^d,  1793. 

opening  of  the  Frenches  preparatory  to  the  Siege  of  Valenciennes— Bombard- 
ment  of  the  Place— F errand's  boafted  Sortie— Sufferings  of  the  Inhabitants-^ 
Operation  carried  on  by  the  Bejiegen. 

OUR  works'^  we've  advanc'd  to  the  walls  of  the  town, 

So  clofe,  that  they  threaten  to  batter  them  down. 

Since  our  fummons,  Ferrand  has  with  fcorn  difregarded, 

Valenciennes  has,  alas,  been  feverely  bombarded: 

And  duty,  the  fubalterns  calls  for  fo  faft, 

That  two  thirds  of  our  time  in  the  trenches  is  paft. 

*  On  the  night  of  the  13th  of  June,  the  trenches  were  opened  before 
Valenciennes;  and  on  the  14th,  at  day  break,  the  firft  parallel  was  efta- 
bhftied,  and  with  very  little  lofs,  as  their  enemies  fortunately  did  not 
perceive  the  parties  advancing,  owing  to  the  extreme  darknefs  of  the 
night;  nor  could  they,  as  the  foil  wasof  a  foft  clayey  nature,  unmixed 
with  flones  or  gravel,  hear  them  at  their  work  till  they  had  entrenched 
themfelves  fufficiently  to  be  well  prote6led  againfl  the  firing  from  the! 
ramparts.  The  French  had  burnt  down  the  village  of  MaHis,  fituated 
clofe  upon  the  fuburbs  of  the  town,  left  it  fhould  afford  any  cover  to 
the  befiegers  in  their  approaches  ;  in  that  diredion,  however,  on  the  one 
fide,  and  towards  St.  Saulve  on  the  other,  the  workmen  commenced 
their  labours,  taking  advantage  of  a  holloiv  ivay  they  fortunately  dif- 
covered,  which  in  a  great  meafure  formed  the  firft  parallel  cp- 
pofite  to  the  horn-work  of  the  place.  Every  moment  was  then 
employed  by  the  Auftrian  General  Ferraris,  who  fuperintended  the 
formation  of  the  trenches,  in  enlarging  and  rendering^  that  parallel 
fufficiently  wide  to  admit  the  guns  as  well  as  the  carts  and  fledo-es  em- 
ployed for  the  conveyance  of  the  fhelis  and  ammunition.  The  fafcines 
for  the  banquettes  were  placed,  the  mortar  and  cannon  batteries  marked 
out  and  numbered,  and  proper  embraffures  for  the  heavy  guns  were 
formed  as  the  parapets  were  conftrufted  ;  on  the  i8th  of  June  the  bom- 
bardm.ent  of  the  town  commenced,  which  was  anfwered  brifkly  by  the 
garrifon. 
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The  privates  fcarce  compafs  a  peep  at  their  camp, 
Yet  no  toil  can  their  coiirage  or  chearfulnefs  damp. 
The  burden*  and  heat  oi  the  day  they  fuftain,        [plain. 
With  their  hearts  in  the  caufe,  and  would  fcorn  to  corn- 
Brave  fellows!  your  temples  "the  laurels  fhould  bind 
Were  your  merits  recorded:  the  chieftain  t  we  find. 
At  price  of  your  valour  exalting  his  name, 
And  gaining  his  niche  in  the  temple  of  Fame. 
You  lambent  our  loft  gims,  but  my  friend,  underftand 
'Twas  a  ftory  trump 'd  up  by  that  dr earner  Ferrand. 
Whojudg'd  that  the  buz  of  a  dcfp'rate  fortie:|: 
Would  ferve  for  a  wonder,  nine  days,  a  Paris. 


*  The  Britivh  guards,  as  it  was  frequently  remarTted,  could  do  more 
work  than  any  o^  the  troops  employed  in  the  trenches,  during  the  fiege 
of  Valenciennes.  Tliis  was,  however,  eafily  accounted  for  ;  they  had 
7f!oJl  of  them  been  accuftomed  to  coal  heaving  on  the  river  Thames ;  and 
%vere  thereby  enured  to  every  fpecies  of  bodily  labour. 

f  *'  The  chieftain  triumphs,  and  the  chieftain  dies, 

*'  And  honours  wait  upon  his  life  or  death  j 

**  But  then  the  humble  foldier,  he  who  falls 

*'  And  dies  unnotic'd  by  the  voice  of  Fame, 

*'  Is  the  dear  objeiS;  cf  fofne  anxious  breaft ; 

*«  For  him  fome  parent,  wife,  or  child  prefers 

*'  The  daily  pray'r. 

'*  Think  you  not  the  heart 

*'  That  beats  beneath  the  humble  tunic  feels 

*'  The  lofs  of  relatives  with  pangs  as  great 

"  As  that  which  throbs  beneath  the  richefl  toga?" 
\  A  party  of  the  French  troops,  in  garrifon  at  Valenciennes,  were 
ftated  to  have  fallied  forth  upon  the  trenches  on  the  17th  of  June,  and 
to  have  fpikedup  13  of  the  Britilhguns.  Such  a  report  was,  it  is  true, 
given  in  to  the  National  Convention,  and  inferted  in  the  Paris  papers. 
But  fo  far  from  any  fortie  having  been  e^jen  attempted,  the  rifle  men,  polled 
in  the  corn  fields  between  the  works  of  the  befiegers  and  the  town, 
were  never  once  driven  in  during  the  fiege.  Had  they  ventured  to  ap- 
proach, they  would  have  met  with  a  mofl  warm  reception.  Strong 
covering  parties  were  conftantly  pofled  in  different  parts  of  the  parallels 
to  prote<a  the  workmen,  with  ftricl  injundtions  not  to  fire  a  fliot,  but  if 
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And  TRUTH  not  a  line,  as  he  knew,  could  advance 
To  cheer  for  a  moment  difpirited  France. 

the)''  perceived  their  enemies  approaching,  to  remain  perfe(ftly  quiet,  and 
lufFering  them  to  reach  the  trenches,  to  leap  the  parapet,  and  charge 
brifkly  with  the  bayonet ;  while:  large  detachments  of  cavalry,  which 
were  conftantly  formed  behind  the  rti'ins  of  Marlisy  and  the  battered 
buildings  on  the  other  extremity  of  the  firft  parallel,  by  charging  over 
loofe  fafcines,  would  aifo  have  at  once  borne  down  upon  both  flanks  of  the 
republicans.  In  that  cafe,  inilcad  of  fpiking  up  the  Br'ttijh  gunx,  few  of 
them  would  have  been  fufFercd  to  efcape  with  the  fad  tidings  to  Ferrand. 

What  gave  rife  to  the  report  of  this  -memorable  forth  was,  the  appearance 
of  a  frnall  party  of  the  garrifon,  immediately  after  their  ufual  dinner  hour., 
(when  the  firing  from  the  ramparts  was  always  redoubled)  drawn  up,  under 
cover  of  their  guns.  The  alarm  was  given.  When  the  Hanoverians, 
then  on  duty,  contrary  to  their  orders,  began  a  ufelefs  fire  of  mnfque- 
try  over  the  parapet  of  the  trenches,  upon  which  the  reconnoitering  he- 
roes of  the  garrifon,  after  difcharging  their  pieces  in  the  air,  took  refuge 
once  again  within  their  formidable  walls.  As  a  Frenchman's  pen  is 
formed  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  manner,  that  it  naturally  glides  off  into 
gafconade,  we  cannot  wonder  that  Ferrand,  ia  his  difpatches  to  his  lords 
and  mailers,  Hiould  fpike  up  13  pieces  of  artillery,  but  muft  rather  admire 
his  humility  and  moderation,  in  marking  down  fo  infignificant  a  num- 
ber, for  the  addition  of  a  fingl&  cypher  would  certainly  have  given  a 
much  higher  finilh  to  the  tale. 

It  would  be  deemed  by  moll  readers  tedious  and  uninterefring  to 
enumerate  minutely  the  daily  occurrences  that  took  place  during  the 
fiege.  While  the  trenches  were  forming,  they  were  indeed  invariably 
the  fame.  The  fiall  parallel  completed,  approaches  were  made  by  means 
of  fmall  trenches,  called  -zigzags,  from  the  form  in  which  they  were 
conflrudled  ;  from  the  moft  advanced  point  of  which,  a  fecond  line  was 
marked  out,  in  which  diredlion  a  wide  trench  was  formed,  while  the 
incelTant  fire  kept  up  from  the///?  patalld,  protevfled  the  men  at  work  wpon 
the  fecond,  and,  when  that  was  fimlhed,  the  cannons,  mortars,  and 
howitzers  were  advanced,  while  a  third  wm  pufhed  on  in  like  manner  to 
within  about  60  yards  of  the  crefl  of  the  glacis.  The  new  works,  when 
it  was  neceffary  to  break  ground,  were  uniformly  conftruAed  in  the 
night ;  and  the  garrifon,  by  throwing  from  their  mortars  luminous  balls> 
affording  them  a  very  clear  and  fleady  light,  were  enabled  to  afcertain  in 
\vhat  dire*ftion  they  ihould  aim  their  fliells.  A  few  fhots  from  the 
trenches,  however,  ufually  extinguilhed  them. 

Several  inllunces  of  the  mod  intrepid  courage,  and  total  difregard  of 
perfonal  fecurity  ,were  daily  whnelTed.  The  following  anecdote  affords, 
perhaps,  one  of  the  moll  ftriking  tliat  occurred  during  the  fiege.    A 
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Her  rulers,  however,  have  confciences  fupple, 
And  gull  is  the  word,  pour  amitfer  les  peuples. 
Our  foes  night  and  day  keep  us  fully  employ'd, 
And  the  town  muft,  we  fear,  be  completely  deflroy'd. 
Each  quarter  in  turns  has  been  noted  on  fire, 
Yet  their  fteady  defence  we're  compell'd  to  admire. 

private,  in  the  Auftrian  corps  of  bombardiers,  perceiving  that  a  live  fhell 
from  the  town  had  fallen  clofe  to  feveral  loaded  ones  placed  in  the 
trenches  for  immediate  ufe,  not  far  too  from  a  magazine  of  pozvder,  was 
cool  enough  at  the  moment,  and  had  his  thoughts  fufficiently  about  him, 
to  gather  up  a  handful  of  the  earth,  and  with  it  deadening  i\\c  portfre, 
cut  it  off,  ere  it  could  communicate  with  the  combuftible  matter  ;  thereby 
fnatching  himfelf  and  his  companions  from  a  fudden  death,  and  faving 
the  depot  of  ammunition.  He  was  rewarded  by  promotion  to  the  rank 
of  Serjeanty  and  received  thtfrjl  order  of  merit.  The  confequences  of 
large  fhells,  upon  explofion,  were  fometimes  dreadful ;  but  a  want  of 
caution  was  ufually  difcernable,  where  they  took  any  very  marked  efFc6l. 
It  was  extremely  difficult  to  keep  the  men  on  covering  parties  (as  they  had 
in  fad:  no  aAive  labour  to  engage  their  minds)  from  flceping.  They 
would  often  gather  in  numbers  under  little  fheds,  which  they  from  time 
to  time  had  formed  with  loofe  fafcines,  and  it  was  tLsre  they  fufFered 
moft  feverely.  One  night,  fix  privates  of  the  guards,  had  difcovered  in 
the  fecond  parallel  an  excavation  in  the  bank,  made  ufe  of  at  the  com. 
mencement  of  the  fiege  as  a  temporary  powder  magazine.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  bomb-proof,  but  a  thirteen-inch  fhell,  while  thofe  ill- 
fated  and  infatuated  men  were  fleeping  there,  came  flanting  over  the 
fummit  of  the  oppofite  parapet,  and  forcing  its  way  in  at  the  very  en- 
trance of  the  cave,  tore  them  in  a  moment  limb  from  limb. 

About  the  fame  time  (on  the  9th  of  July)  an  unaccountable  explofion 
was  heard  in  the  camp  of  the  ilth  light  dragoons.  It  was  found,  that 
one  of  the  foldiers  had  difcovered  a  13  inch  fliell  near  the  village  of 
Marlis,  the  feufe  of  which  had  been  extinguilhed  in  its  fall ;  he  had 
wheeled  it  up  before  him  to  his  tent,  and  having  been  confined  a  pri- 
foner  in  the  rear  guard,  contrived  to  have  his  fhell  flill  with  him.  For 
feveral  days  his  chief  employment  had  confifled  in  picking  out  the  foiv 
dtr  iv'iib  bis  bayonet ;  a  fpark  of  fire  was  thus  at  length  produced  by  the 
repeated  frivSlion  of  the  fleel  againft  the/>J/,  and  in  a  moment  it  went 
off,  carrying  away  the  miferable  fufFerer's  legs  clofe  to  the  hip.  In  about 
ten  minutes  he  expired  in  agonies  ;  one  of  the  mangled  limbs  was  thrown 
againfl  the  fentry  at  the  tent  door  with  fuch  violence,  as  to  fell  him  to 
the  ground. 

VOL.  I.  £ 


(    50    ) 

Their  cannoneers,  wonderful  judgment  have  fhewn, 
And  their  fhells  with  the  niceft  precifion  are  thrown. 
From  our  camp,  the  tremendous  bombardment  each  night, 
Affords  a  moft  awful,  yet  beautiful  fight. 
While  nimbly  the  fly  fkipping  howitzer  flies. 
The  folemn  Thirteen  flowly  moves  thro'  the  fkies. 
Red  hot  fhot,  riochet,  and  the  hoarfe  twenty-four, 
Vocif'rous  in  concert  all  horribly  roar.  [vey'd, 

Their  church*,  whence  fo  clearly  our  camps  they  fur- 
For  its  lofty  pre-eminence  dearly  has  paid. 
The  Thirteens  their  way  to  it  fpeedily  found, 
And  quicker  than  light'ning  its  tow'r  kifs'd  the  ground. 

*  The  largeft  church  in  Valenciennes,  a  moft  beautiful  and  elegant 
piece  of  Gothic  architedlure,  was  entirely  demolifhed;  the  mortars  liav- 
ing  been  pointed  againft  it  from  the  very  commencement  of  their  firing, 
as  the  garrifon,  from  its  lofty  tower,  commanded  a  view  of  the  fur  round- 
ing camps,  and  could  difcover  plainly  the  motions  of  the  befieging  ar- 
my. The  barracks  in  that  quarter  of  the  town,  near  the  gate  of  Lille, 
■were  reduced  to  a  mere  heap  of  aflies,  and  being  very  extenfive,  had, 
when  on  fire,  a  moft  awful,  and  tremendous  appearance. 

Humanity  experienced  many  a  heart-felt  pang,  when  refledlion  dwelt 
upon  the  necejfity  of  aiming  the  deflruftive  fhell  at  the  very  fpot,  where  it 
was  known  our  fellow  creatures  were  in  crowds  collefted  ;  endeavour- 
ing to  extinguifli  the  devouring  flames.  Alas !  how  many  of  the 
peaceful  inhabitants  muft  at  thofe  moments,  compelled  to  remain  pent 
up  within  their  walls,  have  loft  their  lives  by  lingering  and  excru- 
ciating wounds!  What  a  difmal  profpeft  too  was  open  to  the  fad  fur- 
vivbrs  ;  doomed  to  behold  their  former  habitations  levelled  with  the 
ground  ;  the  aged  parents,  perhaps  injiantaneoujly  deprived,  by  the  fplin- 
ters  of  the  very  bomb  which  had  con  fumed  their  property,  of  thofe 
children,  to  whofe  induftrious  toil,  themfelves  now  paft  all  labour, 
they  looked  up/olefy  for  their  daily  bread.  Ever  too  in  apprehenfion  of 
the  fatal  fiorm,  when  the  rapacious  foldier,  freed  from  all  reftraint,  har- 
dened by  fcenes  of  carnage,  and  become  more  favage  than  the  half- 
ftarved  tygcr,  is  at  once  let  loofe  to  glut  his  thirfty  foul  in  pillage, 
flaughter,  and  every  /peeks  oi  excefs.  Of  all  the  various  articles  con- 
tained in  the  fwelled-out  and  lengthened  catalogue  of  wars  dire  horrors'^ 
none  furely  can  exceed  the  fuffcr'wgs  of  the  defencekjs  cltixem  in  a  bom- 
barded forlrefs  :  cxpofed  to  the  deftruftive  Jhell^  or  buried  in  dark  cafe- 
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Conde*  to  the  Auftrians  has  fall'n  by  blockade. 
And  the  garrifon  prisoners  of  war  have  been  made. 


mates,  and  deprived  of  air,    till  the  parched  tongue  calls  feebly  upon 

death  to  end  fuch  complicated  miferies. 

"  O  would  the  warrior  think,  when  he  hasgrafped, 

"  With  fanguine  hand,  the  flag  of  viftory ; 

*'  When  he  furveys  the  viftims  of  his  valour 

*'  Piled  up  before  him,  he  has  made  affliftion  , 

**  Stalk  with  coloffal  ftrides  o'er  fcenes  unnumber'd, 

*'  And  chang'd  abodes  of  blifs  to  haunts  of  woe  : 

*'  To  his  rapt  eye  the  blooming  flowers  would  fade, 

*'  Strewed  is  his  path,  to  hail  his  car  of  triumph; 

*«  The  fragrant  inc-enfe  lofe  its  power  to  charro, 

**  And  choral  longs  feem  drowned  in  piercing  fhrieks." 

*  The  troops  in  garrifon  at  Conde,  after  having  made  feveral  inef- 
feftual  attempts  to  eftablilh  batteries  with  a  view  of  diflodging  the  be- 
fiegers,  in  order  to  procure,  by  incurfions  into  the  neighbouring  viL 
lages,  a  temporary  fupply  of  frefli  provifions  ;  furrendered  at  difcretion 
on  the  loth  of  July,  having  been  long  in  the  utmoftdiftrefs,  and  reduced 
to  live  upon  eleven  ounces  of  bread,  two  ounces  of  falted  horfe  flefti,  and 
a  very  trifling  quantity  of  rice  per  diem.  The  fcarcity  was  owing,  it 
was  faid,  to  Dumouriez  having  drawn  out  from  the|  magazines  of 
the  town  the  greateft  part  of  the  provifions  for  the  fupply  of  his  army 
when  at  the  camp  of  Maulde.  On  the  13th,  the  French  garrifon, 
amounting  to  about  3,650  men  (nearly  35c  remaining  fick  behind  them) 
marched  out  as  prifonen  of  ivaty  after  enduring  a  blockade  of  two  and 
feventy  days.  They  had,  by  means  of  rockets,  and  other  fignals,  fre- 
quently informed  the  governor  of  Valenciennes  of  their  fituation,  and, 
when  the  wind  was  in  a  quarter  favouring  their  views,  letters  were  fent 
by  im2t.\\  Ifiil/oom,  many  of  which  falling  fliort  of  their  intended  deftina- 
tion,  were  found  by  the  befiegers.  Provifions  for  not  more  than  eight  and 
forty  hours  remained  when  they  furrendered. 

The  guns  found  upon  the  ramparts,  being  moftly  two  and  thirty 
pounders,  were  removed  to  the  batteries  conftrufted  in  the  3d  parallel 
before  the  town  of  Valenciennei  :  the  more  effeftually  enabling  the 
befiegers  to  fire  point  blank  upon  the  works,  in  order  to  create  a  prac, 
ticable  breach.  The  trenches  were  advanced  fo  near  the  horn-work  of 
the  place,  that  the  Tiralleurs  and  rifle-men  could  eafily,  from  behind 
the  fand-bags  placed  upon  the  parapet  of  the  3d  parallel,  difcover  and 
take  aim  at  the  republicans  polled  in  their  foverr  nvay.  It  was  by  no 
means  an  iincommon  circumftance,  at  one  moment,  to  hear  the  opponent 
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Good  news  from  Valenciennes  I  foon  fhall  relate,  / 

As  Ferrandy  tho'  no  prophet,  may  guefs  at  its  fate, 

parties  converfmg  familiarly  together,  and  the  next  to  behold  them  in. 
veterately  firing  upon  each  other. 

Air  guns  were  made  ufe  of  at  that  period  by  a  corps  In  the  fervlce 
of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  conftrufted  on  a  new  and  curious  principle  of 
incchanifm ;  the  ramrods  a£ling  upon  them  as  pumps,  to  load  the  bar- 
rels. The  inventor,  if  he  flill  exifts,  is  kept,  as  it  is  faid,  in  clofe  con- 
finement at  Vienna,  left  the  fecret  fhould  by  any  means  tranfpire. 

On  the  l6th  of  July,  a  French  officer,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  appeared 
advancing  from  the  town  :  all  firing  ceafed,  of  courfe,  immediately ;  and 
it  was  fuppofed  the  governor  had  fent  him  out  with  propofals  of  capitu- 
lation. His  bufinefs  was,  however,  merely  to  obtain  permiffion  for  ai 
lady  (Madame  Met/our)  who  was  indifpofed,  to  pafs  to  a  place  of  fafety 
through  the  camp  of  the  befiegers.  During  the  fhort  period  of  tran- 
tjuillity  that  then  enfued,  the  French  officers,  and  thofe  of  the  allies,  on 
duty  at  the  time,  advanced  between  the  trenches  and  the  town,  and 
talked  familiarly  together,  when  it  appeared  from,  all  accounts,  that 
Ferrand's  determination  was  to  hold  out  till  a  prafticable  breach  was 
made,  and  then^  unlefs  Gus tine  advanced  to  his  relief,  to  treat  with 
the  befiegers. 

It  had  been  well  remembered  that  a  trumpeter,  In  the  drefs  of  the 
Imperialifts,  had  paffed  through  the  encampments,  with  a  letter  ap- 
parently from  Cohourg  to  Ferrand.  The  circumftance  was  talked  of  at 
the  time,  and  the  allies  now  learnt,  that  thay  had  been  deceived  by  the 
fluency  with  which  he  fpoke  the  German  language.  The  fellow  was,  in 
JaB^  a  meflenger  difpatched  by  Gen.  Custine;  he  dextroully  ma- 
naged to  pafs  from  poll  to  poft,  and  ultimately  gained  the  town,  founding 
his  trumpet,  and  producing  boldly  his  difpatcha.  In  like  manner,  he 
alfo  returned  unjuJpeBed,  A  tremendous  fire  on  both  Jides  followed  this 
fhort  fufpenfion  of  hoflilities.  And  when  the  difmounting  guns  were 
placed  upon  the  batteries  of  the  3d  parallel,  a  fecond  fummons  was  fent 
to  Gen.  Ferrand,  to  which  a  mod  laconic  anfwer  was  returned,,  writ- 
ten, as  it  was  faid>  upon  the  back  of  the  Duke  of  York's  own  letter,  viz. 
*'  Cujiine  rcpondira." 

As  the  befiegers  had  now  pufhed  on  their  works  fo  clofe  upon  the 
covert  way,  before  the  horn-work  of  the  place,  that  bombs  of  any  fizc 
could  not  with  any  Jure  effeB  be  thrown  ;  fplintcrs  of  ffiells  and  ft.ones 
were  often  fubftituted  by  both  parties.  The  crimfon  banner  Hill 
continued  flreaming  in  the  air,  in  token  of  defiance,  and  it  was  ferioufly 
apprehended,  that  the  enthufiafm  of  the  commiffioners,  Couchon  and 
Debrie,  at  that  time  in  the  town,  would  induce  Ferrand  to  procraRi- 
nate  his  obllinate  defence,  till  the  town  was  wrcfled  from  his  hands  by  ' 
STORM. 
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He  has  hitherto  look'd  for  relief  from  Cuftlne, 
Who  now  for  fome  time  paft  at  Paris  has  been 
Awaiting  the  honours  of  Dame  Guillotine. 
The  verfes  enclos'd,  at  your  leifure  perufe, 
They'll  anfwer,  perhaps,  a  dull  hour  to  amufe. 
With  my  love,  prefent  copies  to  Emma  and  Sue  / 
Duty  calls,  fo  accept  of  this  hafty  adieu. 


} 


Verfes   written    by   an    OJicer    when   on    Duty   in   the 

Trenches  before  Valenciennes,    enclofed  in  the 

preceding  Letter. 

WHERE  thund'ring  cannon  vomit  fmoke  and  fire, 
Where  balls  and  fhells  fly  whiftling  o'er  my  head; 

Say,  will  the  Mufe  her  votary  infpire  ? 

Say,  will  fhe  deign  'midft  fcenes  like  thefe  to  tread  ? 

Erft  was  I  wont  to  hail  thee  in  the  fhade. 
The  cryftal  ftream  meand'ring  at  my  feet ; 

Or  feated  by  my  lovely  nut-brown  maid, 
Thy  prefence  cheer'd  me  in  the  ftill  retreat! 

Where  peace,  attended  by  her  fmiling  train, 
On  Thames's  banks,  delighted  feem'd  to  ftray, 

Near  Runnymedey^<:?^r^/)'  held  her  reign. 
And  joy'd  to  fee  the  fporting  heifers  play ! 

Thefe  days,  thefe  halcyon  days !  again  fhall  come, 
But  now  I  woo  thee  to  a  diff 'rent  fcene ; 

Attend  where  founds  the  difcord-ftirring  drum, 
Attend  'midft  death  and  havoc,  maid  ferene ! 
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Where  Defolation  fhakes  his  gory  locks,  ,H 

And  under  foot  Bellona  *  Ceres  treads ;  /7 

Her  hopes  the  hell-born  Fury  grinning  mocks, 
And  blood  amidfl  her  promis'd  harveft  fheds. 


There,  where  your  batter'd  heap  of  ftonesf  is  pil'd. 
Once  dwelt  perhaps,   a  fond  and  happy  pair! 

Perhaps  a  prattling  infant  fweetly  fmil'd, 
And  lent  its  little  aid  to  banifli  care. 

But  they  were  flaves,  fo  faid  afpiring  France, 
And  freedom  offer'd  from  the  cannons  mouth ; 

Bidding  her  Democratic  Sons  advance, 

And  fpread  her  principles  from  North  to  South. 

Can  flaves  to  wickednefs  ^  be  titled  free  ? 

Can  mifcreants  wallowing  in  their  country's  blood, 
Bafk  in  thy  fmiles,  celeftial  Liberty  ? 

Goddefs,  propitious  only  ta  the  good] 

See  where  their  haplefs  Monarch  flaughter'd  lies ! 

Hear  the  wild  anguifh  of  their  captive  Queen, 
Each  morn  beholds  new  fliapes  of  horror  rife. 

And  Fear  and  Death  divide  the  blood-ftain'd  fcene. 

*  The  lines  of  encampment,  furrounding  Valenciennes,  were  drawn 
through  large  fields  of  {landing  corn  nearly  ripe.  The  farmers'  hopes 
-were  thus  inftantaneoufly  blafted  upon  the  inveftiture  of  the  place,  and 
the  waving  giain  trodden  down,  and  left  to  wither  on  the  ground. 

+  Ruins  at  Marlis,  the  neareft  village  to  the  town  of  Valenciennes  ; 
formerly  famous  for  a  Royal  manufaftory  having  been  eftablifhed  there 
for  nails,  and  many  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  iron  was  deftroyed 
when  it  was  burnt  byFERRAND'^  orders,  upon  the  allies  advancing 
after  the  battle  of  Famars. 

I  This  cannot  furely  be  m'lfconjirued  into  an  illiberal  remark  upon  a 
^hole  nation.  £very  man  of  common  humanity  beheld  the  fanguinary 
atrocities  committed  by  the  regicidal  rulers  of  the  Convention,  at  that 
period,  with  loathing  and  difguft. 
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England,  my  countiy !  that  I  e'er  fliould  hear 
Thefe  wretches,  urg'd  by  envy  and  by  pride, 

Threaten  their  banners  in  thy  plains  to  rear. 
And  on  thine  own  indignant  channel  ride. 

Britannia  fmiling  faid,    "  My  fons,  go  forth, 
*'  Inftruft  them  to  refpeft  our  arms,  our  laws, 

*'  Though  fcarce  my  fea-girt  children's  notice  worth, 
*'  Go  ftem  their  Pride,  in  Freedom's  genuine  Caufe." 

Her  fons  obey'd,  and  viftory  mark'd  their  way; 

In  Gallia's  air  behold  the  Union  wave ; 
And  deathlefs  laurels  fhall  their  toils  repay, 

Who  zvoiind  to  heal^  and  who  fubdne  to  fave. 


LETTER  VIII.  / 

Camp  at  Sol  tain,  ^«^tf/?  5,  1793. 

Storming  of  the  HornivOrk. — Confequent  furrender  of  Valenciennes. — EffeBs   •f 
the  Bombardment. — General  Movement  of  the  allied  Powers, 

ALL  is  hufh'd,  'tis  again  calm  tranquillity's  reign, 

And  whiftling,  the  peafant  flumps  over  the  plain. 

So  recently  robb'd  of  the  fruits  of  his  toil, 

Rejoicing,  turns  up  the  light  fertiliz'd  foil. 

After  fix  weeks  hard  fighting,  as  ever  was  known, 

Valenciennes,  dear-bought  conquefl !  at  length  is  our  own. 

So  brifkly  a  battery  from  Briquet  *  had  play'd, 

That  the  Carmagnols,  forely  annoy'd  and  difmay'd, 

Could  no  longer  to  fland  to  their  guns  be  perfuaded, 

Perceiving  their  ramparts  were  thus  enfiladed. 

The  fapperf  beyond  the  third  parallel  ftole. 

And  the  miner  advanc'd  like  the  mifchief- fraught  mole  ; 


*  A  battery  had  been  eftablifhed  near  the  Village  of  Briquet,  by  the 
advice  of  Major  Conoreve,  which  fo  completely  enfiladed  the  ram- 
parts of  the  place,  that  the  garrifon,  it  was  faid,  lofl;  500  men  the  firfl  day 
it  was  opened ;  and  no  bribe  Ferrand  could  offer,  would  afterwards 
induce  the  Republicans  to  ftand  to  their  guns,  as  indeed  it  became  cer- 
tain death  for  any  of  them  to  appear  in  that  direftion. 

•f  Valenciennes  was  the  firll  town  that  had  for  many  years  been  regu- 
larly befieged,  and  every  myfterious  invention  gleaned  from  the  art  of 
war,  was  put  in  pratlice  to  reduce  the  place.  Exclufive  of  t\}e.  three  for- 
midable parallels,  by  which  the  befiegcrs  had  fo  nearly  reached  the  crcft 
of  the  olacis,  they  now  advanced  their  works  ftill  further,  and  not  ven- 
turing to  break  ground,  expofed  as  they  then  were  to  the  inceffant  fire  of 
mufqu(  try,  continually  pouring  upon  them  from  the  covert  way,  the 
mode  oifap  was  thus  adopted  : — A  large  gabion,  above  feven  feet  high, 
-was  pufhed  over  the  parapet  of  the  trenches,  and  the  fapper  advdncin^ 
armed  with  an  iron  helmet  and  curiafle,  againft  the  fire  of  rifle-men,  rolled 
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His  progrefs  was  clofe  to  the  covert  way  pac'd, 

And  the  globes*  of  comprefTion  in  order  were  plac'd, 

it  on  before  him,  as  a  proteftion  to  his  perfon,  while  he  filled,  as  ex- 
peditioufly  as  poflible,  fmaller  gabions  with  earth,  placing  them  clofe 
together,  in  a  line,  formed  alfo  /j<:ra//^/ to  die  trenches ;  other  gabions 
■were  in  like  manner  pufhed  forwards  and  arranged,  till  the  approach 
wasformed  as  near  to  the  glacis  as  was  deemed  neceffary  by  Ferraris. 
One  of  the  fappers  at  Valenciennes  had  been  at  the  fieges  oi  IJinael 
and  Bel'egradc.  They  were,  he  faid,  paid  very  highly  for  each  gabion 
that  they  filled,  as,  when  not  more  than  fix  or  eight  were  employed, 
the  fervice  was  fo  imminently  dangerous,  that  they  expected  two  or 
three  to  fall. 

*  The  mines  being  now  complete,  and  globes  ofcompreflion  placed  in  them 
(fuch  as  were  for  the  firlt  time  ufed  by  the  Auftrians  at  the  fieges  of  Belle- 
grade  and  Ifmael)  formed  of  iron,  each  containing  53  hundrt  d  weight  of 
gunpowder,  intended  to  clear  away,  by  their  explofion,  any  counter  mines 
of  the  Republicans;  orders  were  iffued  to  the  troops  onthe  25th  of  July, 
as  thefirft  Itep  neceffary  to  be  taken,  to  ftorm  the  covert  way,  and  if  pof- 
fible  to  effe6l  a  iodgment  on  the  hornwork  of  the  place.  Thefe  dttach* 
ments,  each  of  900  men,  were  deftined  for  the  different  attacks;  one  to 
be  made  upon  the  falient  angle  of  the  ravelin  of  the  half  baftion  on  the 
right,  and  one  on  the  flcche.  The  troops  employed  upon  the  right  were 
divided  into  three  parts,  turning  the  fleche  to  the  right  and  lett,  w.ule 
the  centre  divifion  received  orders  to  advance  in  front.  Detachments  of 
the  Bntifii  Hanoverians  and  Heffians  formed  Gen.  Abercrombi  f's  co- 
lumn, deftined  for  the  attack  of  the  falient  angle  of  the  ravelin  ;  i  <;o  men, 
of  the  brigade  of  guards,  compofed  the  van,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Leigh,  of  the  3d  regiment,  commanding  the  battalion  formed  fioni  the 
flank  companies  of  the  brigade  of  guards.  The  other  columns  were  com- 
pofed of  Auftrians,  and  the  whole  was  condufted  under  the  command  of 
the  Imperial  Lieutenant  General  Efback.  T  le  different  detachments 
had  been  prev.oufly  poft  d  in  their  proper  direftions,  concealed  by  the 
approach  formed  beyi  nd  thethird  parallel  by  fjp.  When  the  laft,  report 
of  the  explofion  of  the  mines  was  heard,  about  9  o'clock  at  n'ght, 
they  huzza'd,  and  darted  forwards  witii  an  impetuofity  which  nothing 
could  refift;  unprepared  efpecially  as  the  French  were,  and  little  ex- 
peft'.ng  fo    prompt  a  vifit. 

The  havoc  and  flaughterthat  enfued,  was  dreadful  !  In  an  advanced  and 
infulated  work,  an  Aoftrlan  regiment  found,  upon  fwimming  acrofs  the 
water,  a  large  detachment  of  their  eaemies,  and  immediately  ,  without 
diftinftion,  put  every  foul  there  to  the  f Aord.  The  ditch  of  the  covert 
way  was  only  carried  ju^  in  time,  to  prevent  the  French  from  fpringing 
the  mines,   which  had  not   been  within  the  reach  of  the  globular  balls 
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Thus  having  this  firft  and  great  obje6l  obtain'fl. 
The  horn-work  was  order'd  by  ilorm  to  be  gain'd. 
The  roller  to  Leigh  had  confign'd  the  command, 
Who  led  on  to  glory  a  fpirited  band. 
Till  the  third  mine  was  fprung,  in  the  trenches  perdu . 
They  lay,  and  then  over  the  parapet  flew. 
In  diforder  retreating,  their  foes  they  perceiv'd, 
And  purfued  with  an  ardor,  can  fcarce  be  believ'd. 
Confid'ringthe  point  gain'd,  our  lofs,  though  not  great. 
Yet  ToLLEMACHE*  fmcerely  we  mourn  thy  hard  fate. 
Tow'rds  the  clofe  of  the  ev'ning,  a  thirteen  inch  fhell, 
Hov'ring  long  o'er  the  parallel,  burft  as  it  fell. 


of  comprcfllon.  Several  were  difcovered  loaded^  and  a  miner  was  taken 
in  the  very  aft  of  applying  a  lighted  match  to  the  train  communicating 
with  them.  The  man  was  offered  quarter,  provided  he  would  point  out 
the  direftion  of  the  other  fubtcrraneous  works,  and  if  any  credit  may  be 
given  to  feveral  officers  who  were  prefent,  after  having  afforded  them  every 
iniormation  in  his  power,  fome  of  the  wretches,  attached  to  the  vifto- 
rious  column,  butchered  him  \n  co!d  blood.  Englifhmen  are,  by  nature, 
brave  and  generous,  and  will  therefore  find  it  difficult  to  perfuade  them- 
feives,  that  human  nature  could  be,  in  any  Jhape,  fo  ffiockingly  depraved, 
had  they  however  feen  thofe  favages,  who  always  form  a  part  of  every 
German  army,  they  would  believe  them  capable  of  every  atrocious  and 
wanton  a6l  of  cruelty. 

A  fubterraneous  paflage  was  then  difcovered,  leading  from  the  covert 
way  to  the  hornwork,  and  no  troops  appearing  to  interrupt  the  luorkmen,  a 
lodgment  was  inflantly  made  ;  thus,  before  the  dawn  of  day,  the  Auflri- 
ans  had  not  only  fcreened  themfelves  from  the  fire  of  the  cavalierre  bat- 
tery, by  means  of  gabions  filled  with  earth  (and  fome  of  them,  as  was  at 
the  time  reported,  with  the  dead  bodies  of  the  enemy)  but  had  alfo  con. 
flruaed  a  redoubt  for  the  purpofe  of  battering  in  breach  the  countergarde, 
a  work  between  the  hornwork  and  the  body  of  the  place. 

The  Britilh  had  their  full  fhare,  both  in  the  dangers  and  the  glory  of 
the  night;  and,  to  adopt  a  phrafe  made  ufe  oi  jocofely  by  an  officer,  when 
departing  for  that  duty,  in  reply  to  a  queflion  from  Prince  Ernest, 
««  They  gatheiedfieffi  laurels  upon  the  hornwork  of  Valenciennes." 

*  Thejofsofthe  allies  amounted  to  not  more  that  150  men,  in  killed 
and  wounded.     Unfortunately,  however,  Enfign  Toi,  LEMACHE,a  young 
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Appearing  to  fingle  him  out  as  its  prey, 
And  tore  hira  from  life  amid  ft  glory  away. 

officer  of  the  guards,  of  very  great  profefllonal  merit,  and  very  deferved- 
ly  regretted  by  his  brother  foldiers,  was  killed  by  the  explofion  of  a 
random  (hell,  thrown  accidentally  into  the  third  parallel,  and  perhaps 
the  only  fhell  that  fell  there  that  night.  Underftanding  the  German 
language,  he  had  been  left  as  orderly  officer  to  the  Auftrian  general,  fu, 
perintcnding  the  working  parties  in  the  trenches.  Capt.  Ward,  of  the 
ift  regiment  of  guards,  and  Lieut.  DjiWAR,ofthe  14th  regiment  of  the 
line,  were  the  only  Britifh  officers  wounded,  the  latter  very  feveiely.  He 
had  accompanied  the  llorming  party  as  a  volunteer,  as  did  alfo  Capt. 
Whetham,  of  the  guards.  The  total  lofs  of  Col.  Leigh's  detachment 
amounted  only  to  14  woww^f^,  including  non-commiffioned  officers.  The 
Croats,  in  front  of  Cl  ai  r  fait's  cainp  at  Mont  Anzin,  carried  at  the 
fame  time  feveral  detached  works  ;  while  the  Hanoverians  kept  up 
the  whole  night  an  inceifant  fire  from  the  battery  of  briquet,  advancing  at 
times  to  the  very  creft  of  the  glacis.  The  hornwork  having  been  carried 
•with  fuch  wonderful  fr.cility,  turned  out  to  be  of  the  mofl;  efTential  con' 
fcquence,  as  it  was  afterwards  found  to  be  entirely  undermined  ;thf  hopes 
of  the  befiegers  might  have  been  poffibly  fruilrated  at  the  very  iuftant  o^ 
apparent  fuccefs,  had  it  been  taken  in  any  way  but  by  furprife.  The 
confequences  mufl  have  been  mofl  dreadful,  had  the  French  miner  fuc- 
cceded  when  about  to  apply  the  fatal  match  to  the  train^  v,  hich  would 
inltantaneoufly  have  blowa  the  florming  party,  formed  upon  the  excava. 
ted  ground,  to  atoms.  The  gazette  accounts  flated,  that  the  moh  dan- 
£erous,  as  well  as  the  moft  laborious  part  of  the  liege,  fell  upon  the  Impe- 
rialills,  which  the  fubfequent  return  of  the  number  they  had  loft,  appa- 
rently confirmed.  It  muft,  however,  be  confidered,  that  the  Britifh  form, 
cd  but  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  befieging  army,  and  that  their  lofs  of  90 
men^  was  proportionably  as  great,  if  we  confider  the  difparity  of  their 
numbers,  as  that  of  the  Auftnans  computed  at  1,30c.  That  no  troops 
could  endure  more  labour  than  the  Britifh,  the  Aujirian  engineers  were 
well  convinced,  as  they  in'variably  placed  them  where  it  was  of  moft  con- 
fequence  to  form  the  new  approaches  with  difpatch;  aay,  fo  little  refpitc 
was  allowed,  that  the  very  men  who  came  off  duty  with  the  work- 
ing parties  in  the  morning,  ufually  found  themfelves  in  orders  for  co- 
vering parties  in  the  evening  ;  and,  at  the  commencement  of  the  fiege,  the 
camp  has  frequently  been  \zh  without  a  foldier,  except  the  rear  and  quar- 
ter guards^  which  were  generally  furnlfhed  by  the  officers*  batt-men 
and  fcrvants.  It  feems  fcarcely  neceiTary  10  remark,  that  the  troops  on 
duty  in  the  trenches  muft  have  been  equally  expofed,  when  we  ftate,  that 
the  Britifh  were  at  all  times  as  much  advanced  in  tboje  trenches  as  their 
brave  allies. 
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All  night  ourhoarfe  batt'ries  continued  to  play, 

But  our  fummons*  was  gladly  receiv'd  the  next  day. 

Ferrand  upon  terms  to  furrenderf  agreed, 

If  his  troops  into  France  were  allow'd  to  proceed. 

Firft,  during  the  war,  men  and  officers  both 

Being  folemnly  bound  to  difarm  by  an  oath:}:. 

The  time  was  then  fix'd  for  their  marching  away. 

And  too  weak  is  my  mufe  fuch  a  brilliant  difplay 

To  defcribe,  or  to  paint,  the  fuperb  cavalcade. 

A  better  appearance  fure  troops  never  made. 

The  Bohemians,   and  Auftrians,  uncas'd,  were  as  clean. 

And  as  well-looking  foldiers  as  ever  w^ere  feen. 


*  On  the  26th,  hss  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  difpatched  a 
third  fummons  to  the  governor,  and  one  to  the  Municipality  of  Valen- 
ciennes, offering  molt  favourable  terms  ;  and  affuring  them,  that  unlefs 
they  entered  then  into  negociations,  all  future  avenues  of  communication 
■would  be  clofed,  and  the  fatal  Jiorm  inevitably  and  immediately  enfue. 
To  this,  the  anfwer  from  the  town  was  fuch  as  caufcd  a  fufpenfion  of 
hoflilities  for  four  and  twenty  hours,  while  terms  of  capitulation  were 
drawn  up  and  mutually  difcuffcd.  They  were  figned  on  the  28th ;  con- 
filling  of  twenty-five  original,  and  four  additional  articles,  by  which  it 
was  determined,  That  the  garrifon  Ihould  march  out  with  military  ho- 
nors by  the  gate  of  CamLray^  ground  their. arms  near  Briquet,  and  leav- 
ing behind  them  their  field  pieces,  as  well  as  the  heavy  guns  upon  the 
ramparts,  ammunition,  llores,  &c.  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  inte- 
rior, upon  the  officers  pafling  their  paroles,  and  the  foldiers  being  bound, 
by  oath,  not  to  ferve  againft  his  Imperial  Majelly,  or  his  Allies,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  war.  After  fome  little  delay,  on  account  of  the 
lifual  demand  of  covered  waggons,  and  the  difpofal  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  Couchon  and  De  Brie  (who  were  at  length  confidered  as  a  part 
of  the  garri(on)  hoftages  were  exchanged,  and  the  befiegers  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  out-works,  the  half-moon,  crown-work,  and  the  counter- 
guard.  The  gjenadieis  of  the  Britilh  guards,  occupied  as  the  poji  of 
Honour,  the  works  on  their  fide  of  the  gate  of  Cambray. 
+  Valenciennes  capitulated  July  the  8  8th. 

"X  Which  oath  was  violated,  as  many  of  them  were  taken  prifoners  the 
9th  of  Auguft,   near  Bourlon. 
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And  the  Britifh  Dragoons  coming  up  from  Conde, 

Encreas'd  not  a  little  the  pride  of  the  day. 

To  be   fure,  when  the  French  ifTued  forth  from  the  gate. 

The  contraft  beheld  was  moft  ftrikingly  great. 

For  I  think,  in  my  life-time  my  eyes  never  yet 

Beheld  a  more  filthy  and  beggarly  fet. 

Thro'  our  ranks  by  Famars,  and  tow'rds  Cambray*   they 

pafs'd, 
Ev'ry  one  that  approach'd,  foraething  worfe  than  the  lail. 
In  Valenciennes  the  objefts  that  burft  on  our  view, 
Deep  fighs  from  thy  bofom  humanity  drew. 
By  our  firing,  the  houfesf  fo  batter'd  had  been, 
In  parts  fcarce  one  brick  on  another  was  feen ; 


*  The  Garrifon  of  Valenciennes,  when  the  Befiegers  ) 

took  up  their  ground,  invefting  the  place,  confifted  of  J      ' 
They  marched  out  fit  for  duty  on  the  ift  of  Augufl:  4,000 

Sick  and  wounded  —  —  —         —       2,500 

And  muft,  therefore,  have    loft  in  killed,   wounded,  ^ 

end  by  the  fever,  including  a  few  left  behind  in  the  hof-  v    4,500 

pitals,  —  —  —  —  —  ) 

To  account  for  their  original  number  —  1 1,000  men 


143,800  ihot  and  fhell  were  thrown  into  the  town  during  che  fiegc. 
The  expence  of  a  13  inch  (hell,  including  powder,  is  about  5I.;  of  a  24 
pound  fliot,  about  2I.  fterling. 

+  Mr.  Philip  Ryan,  an  Engllfti  gentleman,  long  fettled  in  the  town, 
and  who  was  there,  with  his  family,  the  vvhole  fix  weeks  of  the  liege,  de- 
clared, that  upon  an  average,  (and  a  calculation  had  been  made,)  every 
third  houfe  hud  been  battered  do'zvn,  and  that  not  one  had  efcaped  from 
the  efFefts  of  (hot  or  fhell.  Upon  the  inveftiture  of  the  place,  he  applied 
to  the  Governor  for  permiflion  to  remove  his  family,  fuppofmg  that,  as 
an  Englifhman,  his  plea  would  have  been  admitted.  Ferrand,  how- 
ever, informed  him,  that  he  was  welcome,  ifhecbofe  to  run  the  rifque 
of  being  fired  upon,  both  by  the  befiegers,  and  from  the  ramparts  of  the 
place,  as  no  flag  of  truce  would  be 'permitted  to  precede  Lim  ! 
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While  bafking  for  air,*  and  to  fever  a  prey, 

Men,  women,  and  children,   obftrufted  our  way* 

And  many  poor  Avretches,  who  gaz'd  on  the  light, 

For  a  moment  breath'd  free,  then  expir'd   in  our   fight. 

Perceiving  fuch  heaps  of  the  dying,  and  dead, 

The  pleafure,  deriv'd  from  our  viftory,  fled. 

For  thy  miferies  war,  there,   alas  !    is  no  cure, 

And  foldiers  fuch  horrible  fights  muft  endure. 

Yet  they  who  efcap'd  like  true  French,  fansfoucis. 

By  the  wietchednefs  round  them,  unmov'd,  full  of  glee. 

With  fhrugs  and  grimaces,  would  talk  of  a  (hell, 

And  call  a  twelve  pounder  a  mere  Bagatelle. 

For  Emma  fome  lace,   as  was  promis'd,   I  bought. 

Then  mufing  the  Camp  again  heavily  fought. 

Rejoicing  fmcerely,  to  quit  I  confefs, 

For  a  period  fuch  fcenes  of  heart-rending  dillrefs  ! 


*  From  having  been  fo  long,  and  fo  clofely  confined  In  cafematc*, 
which  were  at  Valenciennes  miferably  bad,  a  dreadful  fever  raged  amongft 
the  inhabitants,  and  fwept  them  off  by  hundreds.  The  frefh  air  had 
fuch  an  effeft  upon  many  of  thofe  fufferers,  whofe  exiftence  had  been  in 
mifcry  prolonged  till  the  luirendcr  of  the  place,  that  they  were  feeu  ex- 
piring in  the  ftreet,  the  moment  they  were  expofed  to  it. 

Amongft  the  various  details  of  miferies  endured  during  the  fiege,  the 
inhabitants  told  of  a  fmall  Convent,  where  the  Nuns  had  taken  refuge  in 
one  of  the  cellars  ;  a  thirteen  inch  (hell  piercing  through  the  roof,  found 
its  way  to  the  very  fpot  where  they  were  affembled,  and  inftantaneoufly 
dcftroyed,  or  miferably  mangled  the  whole  fifterhood,  to  the  number 
of  fifteen. 

Some  Britlfh  Officers,  pafiing  through  the  ftreets  immediately  after  the 
town  had  been  taken  poffeflion  of,  in  the  name  of  his  Imperial  Majefty, 
obferved  a  Bookfeller's  Shop  upon  the  grand  Place^  appearing  fo  neat, 
and  fo  little  damaged,  that  they  entered  it ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  conver- 
fation,  congratulated  the  owner  upon  having  efcaped  fo  well.  Alas, 
Gentlemen,  replied  the  poor  fellow,  with  tears  rifing  at  the  moment* 
the  very  firfl  fhell  thrown  into  the  town,  deprived  me,  in  an  inftant, 
of  my  wife  and  two  daughters. 
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Around  buftling  faces  befpeak  preparation, 

And  a  grand  coup  we  hear  is  in  full  agitation. 

That  Clairf ait's*  choice  troops,  will  lead  prefently 

forth, 
And  with  fury  affault  all  our  foes  in  the  North. 
To  Soltain  we  muft  bid  an  unwilling  adieu. 
And  give  up  all  the  excellent  feeds  at  Eftreux. 
Fame  tells,  (as  in  fieges  fo  well  we  fucceed,) 
We  fhall  after  this  march,   againft  Dunkirk  proceed. 
But  fure,  while  in  force,  'twould   be  more  worth   our 

while. 
To  endeavour  at  leaft,   to  be  mafler  of  Lille.f 

*  The  Allies,  in  every  period  of  the  prefent  war,  have,  in  their  Councils, 
been  noted  for  laying  downmoft  admirable  plans;  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
have  evinced  a  want  of  Generallhip  in  carrying  thofe  meafures  into  execu- 
tion. No  one  inftance  can,  perhaps,  be  more  forcibly  adduced  to  prove 
the  truth  of  this  affertion,  than  the  unaccountable  manner  in  which  their 
attack  upon  the  Republican  Army  of  the  North  had  been  procraflinated, 
till  the  enemy  procured  the  moft  accurate  intelligence  of  the  intended 
movement  of  their  opponents.  Granting  it  necejfary  for  the  Bejieglng 
Army  to  have  remained  before  Valenciennes  till  the  town  had  been  eva- 
cuated, and  that  the  advance  of  the  Ccnjenng  Army  had,  on  that  account, 
been  unavoidably  retarded;  allowing  even  that  the  pompous  difplay  of 
Hungarian  Grenadiers,  Bohemians,  and  the  choiceft  troops  of  the  Im- 
perial and  Britifh  forces,  at  the  gate  through  which  Ferrand's  mifcr- 
ablc  and  ragged  garrifon  was  to  pafs,  could  anfwer  any  good  purpofe  ; 
there  furely  was  no  reafon  for  fo  fine  a  body  of  men  remaining  in  total 
idlenefs  iox  fi-ve  days^  afterthat  raree-fhow  had  been  exhibited  to  the  gap- 
ing inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  Flemifh  towns. 

+  As  the  refult  of  the  confultations,  held  amongfl  the  Chieftains  of 
the  Coalefced  Armies,  would  too  frequently  tranfpi re,  it  was  well  known, 
that  the  moft  experienced  officers  gave  it  as  their  decided  opinion,  im- 
mediately upon  the  capitulation  of  Valenciennes,  that  the  pofTeflion  of 
Lille  was  abfolutely  necelTary  to  enfure  fuccefs  to  every  future  plan  of 
operations.  Its  farrendcr  would,  there  is  little  doubt,  have  at  once  ter- 
minated the  war  on  the  Continent,  as  the  inferior  Barrier  towns  were  all, 
more  or  lefs,  dependant  upon  that  formidable  fortrefs,  and  muft  ulti- 
mately have  fallen,  one  after  the  other,  into  the  hands  of  the  Coalefced 
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However,  our  gen'rals,  wife  men  without  doubt,- 
Are  at  all  times  aware  what  they're  going  about. 
Our  Province  alone  is,  I'm  happy  to  fay. 
Implicitly  their  dread  commands  to  obey ; 
But  the  Drum  Major  waits,  fo  in  hafte  I  muft  end, 
Remaining,  believe  me,    fmcerely  your  Friend, 


Powers.  The  road  to  Paris  might  eafily  have  then  been  pointed  out, 
for  Lille  is  at  once  miftrefs  of  the  Netherlands,  and,  as  Louis  the 
XlVth  emphatically  called  it,  the  fureft  key  to  the  capital  of  France,  diftant 
from  It  only  fifty-two  fliort  leagues.  Surely  200,oco  men  (and  full  as 
many  could  have  been,  at  that  period,  brought  together  by  Prince  Co- 
bourg)  elated  with  their  recent  conquefts,  were  fully  equal  to  the  ardu- 
ous undertaking;  efpecially  as  the  garrifon  was  known  to  be  extremely 
•weak,  and  the  inhabitants  had  fo  much  at  ftake,  and  had  alfo  fo  recently 
fmarted  under  the  horrors  of  a  bombardment,  that  they  would  have 
ufed  every  effort  in  their  power  to  forward  the  views  of  the  Allies. 

The  French  Army  of  the  North  was  alfo  at  that  period  fo  diforga- 
nized,  that  it  could  not  have  made  any  impreflion  upon  the  immenfe 
force  Prince  Cobourg  would   have  formed  to  cover  the  befiegers. 

The  bombardment  of  Mayence  ceafed  only  three  days  previous  to  that 
of  Valenciennes ;  and  on  the  23d  of  July,  the  King  of  Prussia,  in  the 
name  of  the  Germanic  Empire,  obtained  poffeffion  of  that  important 
fortrefs,  upon  terms  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  granted  by  the  Duke  of 
York  to  General  Ferr  and.  The  army  of  Catalonia  ftill  continued  be- 
fore Bellegarde,  and  a  formidable  fleet  had  been  difpatched,  by  his 
Catholic  Majefty,  to  co-operate  in  the  Mediterranean  with  Lord  Hood^ 
Trequent  and  very  ferious  engagements  had  occured  in  the  vicinity  of 
Nice  ;  but  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  by  his  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  hav- 
ing obtained  a  fubfidy  of  20o,oocl.  fterling,  was  enabled  to  keep  on 
foot  an  army  of  50,000  men,  not  only  covering  his  own  dominions,  but 
rendering  him  a  formidable  enemy  to  the  Convention. 


LETTER  IX. 

Menin,  Augujl  19,1793. 

Circuitous  Detour  of  the  Allki^  in  order  to   encircle  the  Trench  Army   of  the 

North, -—Failure  of  the  Attempt.— Unfortunate  Divificn  of  the  Bntijh  and 

Imperialtjis.— Affair  of  LINCELLES. 

SUCH  deeds  as  I  now  am  about  to  rehearfe, 

Deferve,  you'll  exclaim,  a  much  loftier  verfe; 

But  'tis  eafier  by  far,  to  compofe  and  inyent, 

By  an  Eng\i(hfre-Jcie,  ih2in'mTR0rTEKS  bell-tent. 

I'll  therefore,  without  further  preface,  proceed, 

And,  my  friend,  pray  for  once  take  the  will  for  the  deed. 

The  batt-horfes,  idle  fo  long  at  Soltain, 

Were  aftonilh'd  to  feel  funks  and  fods  once  again. 

And  heavily  trudg'd  on,  their  hard  lot  bemoaning. 

Loaded  up  to  their  ears,  and  moft  piteoufly  groaning. 

St.  Aubert*  then  we  reach'd  by  a  little  detour, 

Proceeding,  without  lofs  of  time,  to  Crevecceur. 

*  On  the  fixth  of  Auguft,  tlie  grand  fcheme  which  had  been  fo  long 
ia  agitation  took  place.  The  brigade  of  heavy  cavalry,  then  brought  up 
to  join  the  Duke's  array,  confifted  of  the  royal  regiment  of  horfe  guards, 
or  blues  ;  3d  dragoon  guards  j  royals  ;  Inifkillings  ;  and  Scotch  greys  -,  the 
king's  dragoon  guards  having  been  left  behind  togarrifon  Oftend. 

Clair  FAIT  advanced  with  three  very  ftrongcolumns  upon  the  entrench- 
ments in  front  of  Can:hray,  at  the  camp  de  Cafar,  while  a  detachnjent  of 
Auftrians,  with  the  Britifh,  Heflians,  and  Hanoverians,  under  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Yo  R  k,  filed  round ,  by  forced  marches,  with  a  view 
of  paffing  the  Scheldt,  and  of  taking  up  a  pofition  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of 
the  divifton  of  the  northern  army,  occupying  the  heights  of  Bourlon,  upon 
which  the  troops  affaulted  in  the  camp  de  C^far  by  Clair faIT  would 
naturally  hz^t  fallen  back,  and  would,  in  that  cafe,  have  found  there  a 
fuperior  force,  formed  in  readinefs  to  receive  them;  thus  placed  between 
two  fires,  they  muft  have  grounded  their  arms,  or  have  been  cut 
to  pieces.  _   ,        . ,,  .    „ 

The  corps  formed  under  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  D.ke  of  York,  when 
-encamped  near  the  villa-e  of  St.  Aubert,  cwtilied,  excluhve  0.  the  ar- 
VOL.  1,  ^   . 
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After  crofTmg  the  bone  of  contention,  pufli*d  on, 
A  pofition  to  gain,  near  the  Bois  de  Bourlon*. 


tifh,  of  7  battalions  of  Hanoverian  infantry,  and  fix  fquadrons  of  caval- 
ry, 4  battalions,  and  5  fquadrons  of  Heflians,  and  4  battalions  and  ta 
fquadrons  of  Auftrians.  They  croffed  the  Scheldt  on  the  8th  at  Mankres 
and  Crcvecceur.  During  their  march,  they  difcovered  a  body  of  the  ene- 
my's cavalry,  threatening  their  right  flank,  which  was,  however,  driven 
back  by  a  few  fhots  from  the  Auftrian  light  artillery.  A  fquadion  of 
the  ijthlight  dragoons  under  Col.  Churchill, receiving  intelligence  of 
fome  French  huffars  being  in  a  neighbouring  village,  rode  on,  and  took 
them  by  furprife,  making,  after  a  rapid  charge,  in  which  feveral  of  the, 
Republicans  were  killed,  2  officers,  and  44  privates  prifoners. 

*  At  day-break  on  the  8th,  the  Duke's  army  advanced  in  three  co- 
lumns againft  the  French,  fuppofcd  to  have  been  encamped  upon  the 
heights  of  Bourlon.  They  had,  however,  it  was  found,  retreated,  and, 
as  it  was  in  vain  for  the  infantry  to  attempt  to  overtake  them,  the  cavalry 
were  called  for,  and  the  Britifh  heavy  brigade  pulhed  on,  in  hopes  of  un- 
fheathing,  forthe  firft  time,  their  broad  fwords,  againft  the  enemies  of 
their  country.  In  addition  to  the  weight  each  heavy  troop  horfe  carries  on  a 
march  (computed  at  the  leaft  at  lofione)  they  were  then  loaded  with  pic 
^Kf//)(5/?y,longy;j/i>atocut  down  forage,and  various  otherincumbraces; yet, 
thus  equipped,  were  ordered  to  purfue,  and  charge  the  troops  who  were  at 
that  time  advanced  fo  much  before  them,  that  to  difcovereven  the  duji  oc- 
cafionedby  their  line  of  march,  required  the  aid  of  glajfe%\  they  however  gal- 
loppcd  off  full  fpeed,  every  man  dropping  alternately  thofe  extra  appoint- 
ments found  at  the  time  fo  cumberfome,and  their  route  might  have  been 
eaGly  traced  by  the  fcattered  implements  thusleft  behind  them.  The  horfes 
in  a  fhort  time  were  completely  blown,  and  returned,  evincing  by  their 
fhort  drawn  breath,  and  flretched  out  necks,  the  folly  of  employing 
f^oopsto  (kirmilhas  huzxars,  intended  evidently  for  far  different  purpo- 
fes.  The  11th,  15th,  and  16th  Britifli  light  dragoons,  with  the  Auftrian 
huzzars  oi  Barco  came  up  however,  with  the  rear  guard  of  the  enemy's 
line,  at  the  village  of  Mam/cw ;  but  finding  them  retreating  in  a  very 
foldier-like  manner,  having  their  haggage  in  the  front,  their  irfantry  (oL 
lowing,  and  their  ca-vairy  in  the  rear,  the  whole  proteaed  by  their'park 
of  artillery,  our  troops  were  inftantly  obliged  to  ftieer  off,  as  from  fome 
field  pieces,  the  Republicans  commenced  a  biifk  fire,  by  which  a  few  of 
the  dragoons  were  killed  and  wounded.  In  the  village  were  found  2 
fmall  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were  carried  off.  Clair  fait  perceived, 
upon  croffing  the  Scheldt,  at  day-break,  that  the  camp  deCafar  had  aKo 
been  abandoned  in  the  night ;  and  thus,  inftead  of  gaining  any  fignal  ad- 
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But   the  French  (and  I  grieve  fuch  fad  truth  muft  be 

penn'd, 
Ever  know  to  a  tittle  whate'er  we  intend) 
JFrom  the  Camp  de  Caefar,  for  Arras  had  retreated, 
And  thus  were  friend  Hohenlohe's  fchemes  all  defeated. 
To  encreafe  that  fine  farcical  fliew  and  parade, 
At  Valenciennes,  eight  days  all  the  troops  were  delay'd; 
Had  we  pufh'd  on  at  once  tho',  I'm  greatly  miftaken, 
If  thefenimble-heel'd  heroes  had  thus  fav'd  their  bacon. 
Here  the  armies  were  parted*,  hard  fate  had  decreed. 
That  ours  fhould  direftly  to  Dunkirk  proceed. 
From  C0BOURG+,  his  quota  of  men  we  receiv'd; 
And  to  leave  hiiji,  believe  me,  we're  heartily  griev'd. 


vantage  by  tl)is  irruption  into  the  enemy's  country,  It  only  tended  to  de- 
lay the  future  operations  of  the  allies;  and  the  army,  which  had  been  fuf- 
fered  to  efcape,  when,  in  fome  meafure  in  his  power,  became  afterwards 
fufficiently  formidable  to  bid  defiance  to  Prince  Cobourg,  to  fnatch  the 
blooming  laurels  from  his  brows,  and  ultimately  to  nip  his  hopes  of  con- 
queft  in  the  bud. 

*  If  ever  any  meafure  adopted  in  the  prefent  war  wasdiftated  by  foI« 
ly,  and  by  an  unaccountable  and  defperate  infanity,  it  was  furely  that  by 
which  the  irrefiftible  force,  which  had  been  fo  happily  confolidated,  was 
checked  abruptly  in  its  glorious  career,  and  frittered  down  to  nothing-, 
at  the  very  moment  when  pufhing  forwards,  and  elated  with  viftory,  it 
might  perhaps  have  terminated,  glorioufly,  a  conteft,  which  hasjitice  that 
fericd  produced  only  fcenes  of  mortification  and  of  difappointment. 
Every  man  with  forrow  learnt  the  unfortunate  refult  of  that  fatal  confulta- 
tion,  by  which  the  Britifh  army,  and  its  fubfidized  auxiliaries,  were 
■withdrawn  from  the  imperialifls,  under  whofe  banners  they  had  reaped 
fo  much  well-earned  applaufe. 

+  Whatever  fapient  reafons  might  have  induced  his  Majefly's  advifers,  (if 
with themtheplan originated)  to  undertakethefiegeofDunkirk,PrinceCo- 
BouRG  was  openly  and  decidedly  againft  it;  nay,  it  was  at  the  time  molt 
confidently  afferted,  that  he  left  the  council  chamber,  left  he  might  afterwards 
be  faid  to  have  fandioned  their  proceedings  by  his  approbation.  When  the 
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\Vhen  united,  all  matters  went  fmootlily  of  courfe,         ^ 

And  our  faces  grew  long  on  dividing  our  force. 

A  country  more  beautiful  never  was  feen, 

Than  Cambrai's  fertile  province,  thro*  which  we  have 

been. 
As  far  as  eye  reach'd,  the  full  ripe  waving  grain 
Was  courting  the  fickle,  and  gladden'd  the  plain  ! 
Had  our  orders  been  fuch,  we  had  forely  annoy *d 
Our  foes,  and  great  part  of  the  harveft  dellroy'd ; 
But  leaving  it  ftanding,  our  march  to  purfue. 
We  proceeded,  and  took  up  our  ground  near  Baiflifeu. 
Thy  afliftance,  great  God  of  the  lyre,  I  invoke ; 
Oh,  fpare  me  a  Mufe  (if  there's  one  unbefpoke.) 
My  dcfcription  to  heighten,  difpatch  to  my  aid 
Some  friendly,  good-humoured,  and  kind-hearted  maid ; 
She's  here,  and  fhe  begs  I'll  proceed  with  my  Hory, 
Nor  attempt  with  bombaftical  nonfenfe  to  bore  ye.» 
Oh  Nymph  moft  celeftial  !   thy  will  I  obey, 
And  grant  me  with  eafe  Hill  to   "  carol  my  lay.  " 
At  Menin,  the  eighteenth  f ,  were  we  told  very  much 
Of  the  valour  and  firmnefs  evinc'd  by  the  Dutch. 

matter  was  determined,  the  imperial  field  marftial  furnifiied  his  Royad 
liighuefs  with  a  quota  of  io,ooo  Auftrians,  under  the  command  of  Gen. 
Dij'.ton.  Prince  Cobourg,  after  having  ineffeftuaily  fummoned  Cam- 
bray  to  furreader,  filed  off  towards  Le  ^efnoi,  a  place,  which  from  its 
Utuation  on  the  frontiers,  being  nearly  in  a  line  with  Valenciennes  and 
Co«i/,  was  of  infinitely  more  confequence  to  facilitate  his  future  opera- 
iions.  The  Duke's  army  approached  the  fatal  place  of  its  deftinatiou; 
pafling  through  Fechin,  Marchennesy  and  Rouba'ix,  and  keeping  the  for- 
ireffesof  Lille  znd  Douay  on  their  left,  they  arrived  at  Turco'm  on  the 
x6th  of  Auguft. 

%  The  Britifh  foldiers  had  juft   pitched  their  tents  near  Mtnlih  and 
[jhced  the   crackling  wood  under  their  Camp  kettle5>  to  prepare  forae  ^ 
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That  It  might  not  by  any  who  heai'd  it  be  doubted,  ^ 

They  themfelves  rav'd  with  voices  Jlentorial  about  k. 

Told  of  many  a  Batter}%  ftrong  Poll,  and  Redoubt, 

They'd  vaUantly  Jionnd,   and  the  French  put  to  rout. 

In  the  evening,  however,  as  palUd  as  death. 

An  Aid  de  Camp  gallopp'd  in,  panting  for  breath. 

Reporting  detachments  no  force  could  repel. 

Which  advancing  from  Lille  feem'd  to  menace  Lincelles. 

Kndi,femper  paratus,  our  little  brigade 

With  alacrity,  cheerfully  march'd  to  their  aid. 

When  arriv'd  near  the  village,*  we  hunted  around, 

But  in  vain,   not  a  Dutchman  was  there  to  be  found. 


BCcelTary  refreftitnent,  after  a  long  and  tireforae  march,  when  orders 
were  conveyed  to  the  three  battalions  of  guards,  who  were  ufually,  ia 
1793>  ^  General  Lake  jocofely  ftyled  them,  tht  firjl-turn  Boys,  to  pulh 
on  inflantly  towards  the  poft  of  Lincellei,  to  co-operate  with  the  Dutch 
troops,  then  in  garrifoa  at  Menia,  who  had  been  all  that  morning  en- 
gaged at  their  out-pofls,  and  found  themfelves  bard  prefled  by  the  Re- 
publicans. Regardlefs  of  their  former  fatigues,  the  brigade  advanced 
Co  rapidly,  that  in  little  more  than  one  hour  from  the  time  they  had  re- 
ceived their  orders,  they  were  at  their  place  of  deftination,  diftant  nearly 
/«e  miles  from  their  encampment. 

*  The  brigade  inflantly  moved  forwards  to  a  large  hean  field  in  the 
jcar  of  the  village,  in  which  the  crop  had  grown  up  fo  high,  that  it  pre- 
vented the  troops  aifirfi  perceiving  in  what  diredlion  to  proceed.  They 
were,  however,  very  foon  relieved  from  their  uncertainty,  and  faluted 
by  a  brifk  difcharge  of  grape- ftiot  from  fome  batteries  in  their  front,  which* 
as  well  as  the  village,  was  underftood  to  have  been  in  pofleffion  of  the 
J>utch.  General  Lake  having  in  vain  looked  round  for  bU  Allies,  was 
then  convinced  that  they  muft  all  have  precipitately  abandoned  the  pofi? 
lion,  and  retreated  by  forae  other  rout.  There  was  no  time  for  delibe- 
ration, the  men  were  formed  in  line,  as  regularly  as  circumftances  and 
the  nature  of  the  giound  would  permit,  and  unappalled  by  the  iucef- 
i  fant  fliowers  of  grape-Ihot,  which  defcended  amongft  them,  thinning 
'  their  ranks  at  every  frelh  difcharge,  they  rulhed  on,  cheering  each  other 
with  repeated  loud  huzza's,  and  leaping  the  ditches  in  front  of  the  very 
^mbraffeurs  from  whence  the  pieces  of  artillery  were  vomiting  forth  the 
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Their  late  boafted  courage  had  melted  to*^1Vf'.'.?<^^'  ''^ 

Sufch  cowardice,  Mars  fay.  What  deeds  can  rtj'air?  1 
The  fame  page  that  brands  with  difhonour  their  name,'' *^1 

The  Britifh  records  in  the  annals  of  fame  i 

With  Lake  at  their  head  ;   who,  belov'd  and  rever'd,  j 

Not  lefs  by  his  conduft  than  valour's  endear'd  '' 
To  us  all.     That  he  headed  the  Guards  at  Lincelles, 

The  annals  of  war  to  his  credit  fhall  tell.  .  j 

He  rode  down  the  line,    and  encourag'd  his  men,  I 

To  charge  and  retake  the  redoubts  once  again.  | 
This  wifh  was  no  fooner  exprefs'd  than  perform'd, 

And  the  works  with  the  bay 'net  were  rapidly  ilorm'd,  | 

dreadful  harbingers  of  death,  inftantaneoufly  entered   the  different  bat- 
teries ere  their  enemies  were  able  to  efcape. 

At  the  point  of  the  bayonet  they  drove  them  through  the  village ; 
and  thus,  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  were  in  poffeflion  of  their  guns,  and 
recovered  the  different  pofts  which  by  the  Dutch  had  been  fo  fhamefuHy 
abandoned.  General  Lake,  convinced  of  the  perilous  fituation  of  his, 
troops,  was  extremely  apprehenfive,  that  their  national  fpirit  would  urge 
them  on  in  the  purfuit,  further  than  was  prudent;  and,  aware  that  the 
Republicans  might  rallyy  and  perceive  before  what  an  inferior  force  thdy 
-wtrclyjlight  efcaping,  endeavoured  to  recall  them,  and  at  length  fucceeded, 
affifted  by  the  commanding  officers  of  the  jeparate  battalions.  Colonels 
Grinfield,  Hulse,  and  Pennington,  who  feverally  obtained  great 
credit  for  their  conduft.  The  brigade,  then  forming  in  a  fteady  line, 
■with  its  centre  in  an  orchard^  and  its  flanks  in  the  front  of  the  village  and 
redoubts,  in  which  the  Britifh  artillery-nien  were  pofled,  fuflained  for 
fome  time  a  heavy  cannonade,  and  were  annoyed  by  a  difcharge  of  grape 
and  round  (hot,  putting  them  in  a  fituation  at  all  times  irkfome  to  the 
Britifh,  who  cannot  bear  to  fland  in  one  fpot  to  be  felted,  as  they 
term  it,  without  a  chance  of  returning  their  enemies  the  blows  they  deal 
them. 

The  French  were  then,  however,  on  full  march  to  Lille  ;  and  their 
field  pieces  were  drawn  up  merely  to  cover  tlieir  retreat.  At  one  period 
their  officers  certainly  intended  to  lead  them  back  to  the  attack,  as  they 
had  faced  them  roundy  and  their  orders  iffued  to  march  on  ('«'  marchex 
en  avant" )  could  diftinftly  and  repeatedly  be  heard.  A  party  actually 
approached  a  pofition  where  a  fix-pounder  had  been  fortunately  planted, 
covered  by  a  detachment  of  the  guards  under  Colonel  Watson,  of  the 
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By  our  hundreds,  tEeir  thoufands,  like  chaff  By  the  win^, 
Were  difpers'd,  and  great  numbers  of  flain  left  behind. 
The  bufinefs  completely  and  quickly  was  done, 
Twelve  pieces  of  cannon  *  were  gallantly  won. 
Here  Evans  wast  mortally  wounded,  and  here 
A  ball  put  a  period  to  Bosville's  career  ; 

3d  regiment,  which  gun,  by  opening  upon  them  with-grape  Ihot,  and 
•when,  (as  for  a  moment  was  the  cafe)  its  ammunition  was  expended, 
the  party,  by  keeping  up  an  incciidmjireetjire,  obliged  them  to  flieer  off, 
and  join  their  panic-ftruck  companions.  Had  a  fmall  number  of  ca- 
valry been  at  that  moment  advanced,  the  glory  of  the  day  muil  have 
been  beyond  meafure  complete  ;  yet  the  ground  was  fo  interfered  with 
■wide  ditches,  that  they  might  perhaps  have  found  it  difficult  to  a^  ,- 
but  to  Britifh  Light  Dragoons  in  purfuit  of  any  enemy ^  every  obftacle  ap- 
pears trivial,  and  moft  eafily  furmounted.  Ai  it  ivas,  no  previous  or 
fiibfequent  engagement,  during  the  prefent  war,  upon  however  grand  a 
fca/e,  could  be  more  brilliant  \  nor  has  any  one  been  fo  defervedly  extolled 
as  the  affair  of  Lincclles,  where  I,ico  men  drove  back,  in  fo  fpirited  a 
manner,  5,000  of  their  enemies  from  formidable  batteries,  defended  by 
large  pieces  of  artillery. 

*  A  ferjeant  of  the  ift  regiment  of  guards,  upon  entering  one  of  the 
redoubts,  found  planted  there,  a  tricoloured  Republican  banner  ;  and  a 
French  officer^  who  was  endeavouring  to  remove  it,  infiantly  delivered 
up  his  fword,  demanding  quarter.  The  ferjeant  returned  it,  attentive 
only  to  the  colours,  which,  when  he  was  preparing  to  fecure,  the  French- 
man aiming  a  blow  at  his  hand,  ftruck  off  two  lingers,  and  attempted 
to  efcape  ;  his  flight  Avas  arrefled,  and  he  was  punifhed  by  the  bayonet 
of  a  Britifh  foldier,  who  had  witnefTed  the  tranfadion.  Such  inftances 
of  a  total  want  of  every  generous  fentiment  were  at  that  period  remark- 
ably confpicuous  amongft  even  ihc  Gallic  officers y  who  are  not,  as  before 
the  Revolution,  famed  for  courage  and  humanity,  but  with  very  few 
exceptions  treacherous  and  fanguinary  in  the  extreme;  being,  for  the  moft 
part,  at  once  pufhed  on  to  tread  the  rugged  path  of  war,  without  deriv- 
ing thofe  advantages  from  education,  which  would  teach  them,  that  the 
firfl  duty  of  men,  entrulled  with  command,  is  to  alleviate,  rather  than 
to  add  to  all  its  horrors. 

t  When  the  Guards  were  forming  in  the  Bean  Field  under  a  tremen- 
dous -fire  of  grape-lhot,  the  French  h^A  fortunately  elevated  their  Guns, 
and  they  confequently  did  lefs  execution  than  might  naturally  have  been 
apprehended,     in  that  Field,  however,  moft  of  the  men  who  fell,  recti- 
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Sad  tidings  are  tliefe,  for  his  newly  made  bride : 
Scarce  married  when  hurried  away  from  her  fide, 
At  Honor's  ftern  mandate  he  left  her  forlorn, 
Little  dreaming,  alas !    he  muft  never  return. 
'Twas  here  too  Depiester's  unfortunate  lot, 
When  ferving  his  guns,  thro'  the  heart  to  be  fliot. 
The  fecond  Brigade*  to  relieve  us  was  fent, 
And  to  camp  were  our  fteps  again  joyfully  bent. 

ved  their  wounds ;  Lieut.  Col.  Bofville^  whofe  Company  fuffered  fo  feverc- 
ly,  being  the  right  of  the  Coldftream,  in  the  ^ood  of  St.  Amand,  was 
theie  fated  to  meet  that  death  he  had  before  fo  narrowly  efcaped.  When 
forming  his  men  in  line,  he  was  killed  by  a  Grape-fhot  which  ftruck  him 
in  the  head.  Col.  Evans,  of  the  ift.  Regiment, there  alfo  had  his  thigh 
bone  fraftured,  which  in  about  fix  weeks  deprived  him  of  exiftence.  At  the 
fame  moment  nearly,  Capt.  CunynghamejoF  the  third,  met  with  a  very- 
painful,  tho'not  as  it  has  turned  out,  a  dangerous  wound.  Capt.  Whe- 
tham,  of  the  firft  Regiment,  an  officer  who  had  i-epeatedly  diftinguifhed. 
himfelf  during  the  memorable  fiege  of  Gibraltar,  was  fhot  in  the  ancle, 
which  wound  has  fince  proved  more  ferious  that  was  at  the  time  appre- 
hended. The  other  officers  were  flightly  wounded,  viz.  Col,  Doyley^  Capts. 
Archer  and  Briftorv  of  the  firft  Reg.  Lieut.  Col.  Gafcoine,  and  Enfign  Bay- 
ley  ^  of  the  Coldllream ;  Lieut.  De  Piejier,  of  the  aitillery,  whofe  guns  were 
attached  to  the  '^d  Regiment^  was  advanced  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
French  by  his  firing,  while  the  works  wereftormcd,  andmethis  death  from 
a  canaon-ball,  in  the  execution  of  his  duty.  He  had  feen  much  adive 
fervice  in  America,  was  an  officer  of  great  profeffional  merit,  and  fell 
dcfervedly  regretted.  The  total  lofs  of  the'Britifh  amounted  to  3  officers* 
a  fergeants,  j  drum  major,  and  2)5  ranl^  and  file,  in  killed  ;  8  officers,  6 
fergeants,  and  131  rank  and  file,  in  wounded.  That  of  the  Republicans 
could  not  poffiblybe  aicertained,  but  was  inconfiderable,  as  they  retreat- 
ed precipitately  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  the  guards,  without  attempt- 
ing to  withdraw  their  guns,  or  to  make  the  leaft  refiftance,  further  than 
was  nt-ceffary  to  cover  their  retreat.  Sir  James  Murray's  difpatches 
flate  if,  at  between  2  and  300  men. 

*  Gen.  Lake  had  difpatched  an  aid-de-camp  to'  the  head  quarters 
ofhis  royal  highnefs  the  commander  in  chief  at  Menin,  informing  him 
of  the  flight  of  the  Dutch,  and  of  the  perilous  fiLuationof  the  guards  ;  the 
fecond  brigade,  as  well  as  fome  battalions  of  Heffians,  weie  confequcnt- 
I'y  ordered  to  fupport  them,  but  could  not  pofTibly  arrive  till  the  affair 
was  tcrmuiated.     The  Dutch  troops  having  been  alfo  ordered  to  rc-oc- 
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But  the  works,  which  with  fomany  lives  had  been  galn'd, 

Were  prudently  only  till  day-light  maintain'd. 

This  honor,  my  friend,  as  in  general  is  thought, 

Can  never  byjolditrs  too  deaily  be  bought ; 

That's  our  Creed,  or  Lincelles  would  induce  me  to  fav, 

'Twas  a  pity  brave  men  ihould  be  lavifh'd  away, 


cupy  their  former  pofuion,  the  guards  were  permitted  to  march  tack  to 
their  camp  ;  and  the  ledoubts  having  been  levelled  with  the  ground,  the 
poft  was  early  the  next  morning  abandoned  as  untenabk^  being  diftant 
only  two  leagues  and  a  half  (about  7-  miles  and  a  half)  from  Lille. 
The  Dutch. were  fo  thoroughly  afhamed  of  their  behaviour,  and  fo  creft- 
fallenjthat  they  flunk  about, avoiding  as  much  as  poflible  the  Britifla  fol- 
diers ;  and  the  prince  of  JValdecb,  who  commanded  the  garrifon  of  Menin, 
in  a  very  noble  manner,  caught  the  firft  officer  of  the  guards  he  met  with 
the  next  day,  by  the  hand,  and  after  extolling  the  gallantry  of  the  Britilh 
foldiers  (when  furrounded  by  his  own  officers)  exclaimed,  '*  Tour  glory  is 
cur  Jhame.** 

According  to  every  appearance  the  Dutch  troops  mufl  have  determin- 
ed upon  retreating,  at  the  -very  moment  they  fent  requefting  reinforce- 
ments from  the  duke  of  York.  A  war  oi  Pojis  fhou'.d  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble  at  all  times  be  avoided,  as  tending  only  to  the  effufion  of  human  blood, 
without  being  of  the  leaft  advantage  to  the  general  caufe.  Our  enemies 
have  in  that  inftance  offered  us  an  excellent  example,  making  it  their 
conftant  rule  never  10  jacrifice  a  Jingle  man  by  defending  pofitions,  which 
they  at  the  fame  time  allow  to  be  untenable  ;  and  fuiely,  for  the  lofs  of 
185  Britilh  foldiers  at  Luicelles^  we  were  but  little  compenfated,  by 
the  artillery,  ammunition,  horfes,  and  othei  articles,  gained  fiom  the 
Republicans. 

This  attack  might  certainly  have  anfwered  one  good  purpoff,  frr  the 
French  were  naturally  induced  to  imagine  that  it  was  made  preparatory 
tothe  inveft'ture  of  ii//*?.  Having  on  the  19th,  pa  d  the  laft  fad  tribute 
ofrefpeftto  the  memory  of  Col.  Bosville,  Lieut.  De  Pi  ester, and  the 
artillerymen  who  had  fallen  belonging  to  his  guns;  for  with  a  pious 
caie  too  noble  and  praife  worthy  to  pafs  from  memory  like  to  the  light 
tranfaSlions  of  the  trivial  ^^y?,  their  comrades  brought  them  from  the  field 
of  battle,  and  prepared  their  graves  clofe  to  the  brave  DePiester's, 
fo  that  they  Ihared  with  him  the  funereal  rites.  The  troops  were  once 
again  in  motion  on  the  2Cth,  and  pafling  through  the  town  of  Ypres,  halt- 
ed  at  Boejynghe.  , 

The  Auftrians,  under  prince  Cobourg,  had,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft, 
fucceeded  ia  their  attacks  upon  the  Bois  de  Mormal^  and  gaining  poffeflion 


I  Ve  only  juft  time  left  to  fcrlbble  adieu. 

As  the  punftual  Drum  Major's  already  in  vitw, 

of  the  pofls  on  the  left  banks  of  the  SamBrSy  viz.  JoUmet^,  Loqumof^ 
Hecfji,  ^"'i  <^he  other  villages  (kirting  the  wood,  conftrufted  a  moft  formid- 
able j4bbath,  and  a  long  chain  of  batteries  to  proteft  them  on  the  fide 
of  Landrecks,  while  they  proceeded  with  the  fiege  of  Le  ^efnoi ;  they 
carried  their  point  with  a  very  trifling  lofs,  not  exceeding  60  men,  while 
the  Republicans  loft  500  attheleaft  in  killed  and  wounded  ;  feveral  of 
their  officers  of  rank,  and  2CO  of  their  men,  were  alfo  taken  prifoners. 

Every  thing  remained  quiet  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  after  the  fur- 
render  of  Mayence,  the  Republicans  having  then  fallen  back  behind  the 
lines  o(  Weilfenbourg. 


THE  END  OF  PART  I^ 
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PART  II. 


IN    A 

SERIES  OF  LETTERS, 

FROM    ONE    OF 

HIS   ROYAL     HIGHNESS     THE   COMMANDER    IN   CHIEF 's 
AID-J)E-CAMPS, 

TO 

MISS   LUCY  LOVEGROVE, 

IN 

ENGLAND. 
DEDICATED     TO     THE     OFFICERS 

COMPOSIJJC    HIS    ROYAL  HIGHNESs's  FAMILY   UPON  THE    CONTINEXt. 


*'  Arma  virumque  caiio.^* 


DEDICATION. 


Gentlemen, 

UPON  the  appearance  of  the  Erik 
edition  of  the  Campaign  of  1793,  the  fecond  part  of 
which  contained  Letters  from  Head  OuarterSy  I  can 
call  to  mind  your  aftonifhment ;  nor  was  my  own  fur- 
prize  inferior:  to  fee  the  very  name  of  the  lady  to 
whom  in  confidence  I  had  written,  and  alfo,  in  fome  de- 
gree, the  very  lines  I  had  compofed,  roufed  in  my  mind 
fufpicions,  for  which,  my  deareft  Lucy,  I  here  publickly 
requeft  your  pardon.  With  infinite  pains  and  afliduity,  I 
however  foon  difcovered,  that  the  only  friend  to  whom  I 
had  read  thofe  letters,  had  a  memory  fufficiently  retentive 
to  write  them  down  in  his  own  tent,  nearly  verbatun: — 
What  could  then  be  done — they  had  appeared  in  an  im- 
perfeft  ftate,  and  fome  of  the  beft  ideas  were,  I  found, 
omitted;  in  (hort,  upon  difcovering  that  my  friend  in- 
tended to  publifh  a  narrative  of  the  proceedings  on  the 
continent,  I  at  length  agreed  to  furnifh  him  with 
the  original  letters,  convinced,  that  in  my  remarks,  I 
had  followed  the  advice  of  our  immortal  bard,  when 
h.%  bids  us 


Nothing  extenuate. 


Nor  fet  down  aught  in  malice.'' 


(    78    ) 

To  you,  Gentlemen,  I  therefore  dedicate  my  por«. 
tlon  of  the  work,  as  no  men,  fave  your  noble  felves,  can 
judge  whether  I  have  defcribed  the  pleafures  of  our  fitua- 
tion  with  a  faithful  pen,  or  not. 

Take  them,  therefore,  under  your^  proteftion,  and 
be  afTured,  that  you  will  not  find  a  line,  a  word,  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  ill -nature. 

T^E  fprightly  Mufe  may  fometimes  have  induced 
her  votary  to  relate  the  modes  adopted  to  amufe  our  lei- 
sure hours ;  but  fhe  has  not  furnifhed  him  a  fmgle  thought, 
he  proudly  boafts,  that  can  refle61:  upon  the  foundnefs  of 
his  heart. 

Believe  me,  Gentlemen, 

With  refpeft,  regard,  and  every  friendly  fentiment. 

Your  faithful,  and  obedient 

Brother  on  the  Staff, 


A 
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LETTER  I. 

Head-quarters,  Furnes,  Augvji  ?.i,  1793.    ' 

i)ne  of  the  A'id-de-Caf>:pi  to  bb  Royal  Hi gJmefs — Sooths  the  mitid  of  hh  favorite 
Fairy  and  iv'ub  a  timid  pencil  traces  the  comforts  of  hisjituation* 

WHAT  honour,  your   hero !  your   champion  !  will 
gain, 
Swceteft  girl  !  at  the  clofe  of  this  brilliant  campaign. 
And  be  womaniih  fears  to  your  bofom  a  ftranger  ; 
Our  laurels  are  gather'd  without  any  danger. 
We're  here  at  Head  Quarters,    as  fafe  and  as  fnug. 
To  ufe  an  old  phrafe,  as  a  bug  in  a  rug: 
We  breakfaft,  ride  out,  we  return  home  to  dine, 
And  drown  all  our  forrows  in  bumpers  of  wine. 
When  marching  of  courfe  the  heft  quarters  we  claim. 
And  our  out-rider  S-nt-g  *  chalks  up  with  each  name 

*  This  gentleman,  in  various  capacities,  exerted  himfelf  with  tlie 
moft  perfevering  adivity  in  the  fervice  of  his  royal  highnefs's  family^ 
{which  term,  it  fhould  be  underftood,  comprifea  the  (lafF  and  other 
officers,  attached  by  good  appointments  to  head  quarters).  He  was,  at 
the  time  thefe  letters  were  fiift  written,  in  the  garter  Majler  General*! 
department,  and  his  method  of  chalk'ivg  up  on  the  doors,  the  names  of 
thofe  officers  who  were  to  take  polTcfrion  of  the  befh  houfcs  in  the  vil- 
i<Z^s,  through  which  the  army  paflcd,  deferves  to  be  recorded.     Thft 


(    8o    ) 

S.  A.  R.  which  we  know  ev'ry  comfort  fecures. 
And  hardfhips  an  Aid  de  Camp  never  endures. 
Permit  not  your  delicate  fpirits  to  droop, 
Nor  fancy  we're  ftarving  on  bouillie  and  foup  ;* 
For  the  mulest  are  fo  loaded  with  viftuals  and  drink. 
That  under  their  burdens  thy're  ready  to  fmk  : 
While  the  Jdgs  fcarce  a  morfcl  of  bread  can  command, 
Vv^e  live  at  our  eafe  on  the  fat  of  the  land. 
Each  day  like  the  former,  fleets  pleafantly  by, 
rEach  night  at  our  eafe  in  good  houfes  we  lie  , 
Tents  are  voted  no  ftielter  to  yield  from  the  damp, 
And  a  village  is  better  by  far  than  a  camp. 
The  Cherub,  whofe  pinions  around  me  are  fpread. 
Will  guard  from  all  harm,  ev'ry  hair  of  my  head, 
And  to  ftifle  your  cares  with  a  word,  I'll  be  bold. 
To    weather  it  thus  without  fever  or  cold. 
When  the  guards  made  that  gallant  attack  on  Lincelles, 
With  fury  on  beef  and  plumb  pudding  we  fell, 


particular  flourifli  too  with  which  he  formed  the  taV'jmat'ic  S  A  R  (fon 
altcffe  royale)  was  frequently  admired.  He  was  afterwards  captain  of 
guidesy  then  of  the  waggoner:^  ;  in  fhort,  it  would  have  been  impoflible 
to  have  carried  on  the  war  without  his  friendly  aid. 

*  Soup  and  bouUlle  was  the  ufual  diet  of  the  troops  while  under  canvafs, 
that  is,  when  fufficiently  fettled  to  have  time  to  cook  it.  The  camp  kettle 
was  generally  open  to  receive  whatever  chance  threw,  in  the  foldiers  way, 
and  frequently,  in  quiet  times ;  as  for  example,  at  Soltattiy  where  the  tent 
pins  were  for  fix  weeks  unmolefted,  beef,  mutton,  vegetables,  game,  and 
poultry,  were  jumbled  there  promifcuoully  together. 

Hodge  po'Jge  I've  joy'd  with  pev/ter  fpoon  to  carve, 
And  thank'd  my  flars  when  fufFer'd  fo  tojlar-vc. 

4  A  fet  of  Hanoverian  fumpter  mules,  employed  to  carry,  on  a  tnarch, 
cold  meats,  the  fer vice  of  plate,  rich  wine"i,  and  other  neceffary  articles 
of  refrelhment  for  the  family.  The  cooks,  and  fervants  (furnilhed  alfo 
by  Hanover)  with  the  more  cumbrous  kitchen  utenfils,  preceded  thefe 
moft  ufcful  aiiimah,  in  large  covered  ivaggons. 


(    8i     ) 

And  bumpers  oF  burgundy  jovially  quafF'd, 
W'^hile  the  joke,  was  givn  out^  and  the  family  laugh'd. 
Undiflurb'd   by   the  cannons,  which    plough'd   up   the 

ground, 
Their  roaring  by  ours^    moft  completely  was  drown'd. 
When  our  wine  became  hot,  we  rode  up  to  claim  {hare 
In  the  glory,  and  prove  that  zee  all  had  been  there. 
Remember,  my  cliarmer  !     I  charge  you  once  more,, 
Look  well  to  thefe  letters,  keep  lock'd  your  Icrutore, 
Nor  read  them  aloud,    left  fome  eve-dropper  hears, 
But  bear  in  your  mind  ever,    "   JValls  have  had  ear s^* 
In  Ihort,   for  the  fake  of  your  time-ferving  bard, 
Adopt  as  your  motto,  the  words  prenez  garde. 
For   to  you,  tho'  thus   frank,  to  the  world  we  mufl  brag. 
So  Lucy  don't  let  "  the  cat  out  of  the  bag.'' 
Were  you  here,    deareft  lafs  !  all  thefe  comforts  to  fliare, 
My  raptures  would  pafs  -what  a  miortal  could  bear. 
Exceed  e'en  the  fabled  enjoyments  of  Jove  ! 
But  whither  would  fancy  delufively  rove  ? 
She'd  lead  me  at  once  upon  earth  to  a  Heav'n, 
Tho'  here,  for  wife  ends,  perfeft  blifs  can't  be  giv'n. 
The  mind  is  fo  form'd  that  we  ever  befeech 
The  Gods  to  grant  bleffings  plac'd  far  from  our  reach. 
Yet  I  fwear,    as  I  hate  all  thy  tribe,  O  Tenduci, 
I   nothing  could  wifh  for,   if  blefs'd  with  my  Lucy. 
Hark  !    I'm  call'd  for — adieu,  for  afafon,  adieu, 
To  }our  foldier  prove  ever  love,   conllant  and  true. 


VOL.  I, 


LETTER  II. 

Head  Quarters,  Lefferinckhoucke3 

NEAR  DuNKIiiKj^Z/^,  2g,  1793. 

Plans  for  reducing  Dunkirk. — Succefsful  Attack  upon  the  French  Outpojis, Un 

comfortable  Situation  of  the  Family  ^  and  of  the  befiegmg  Army. 

AGAIN  fliall  we  live,  deareft  Lucy,  in  clover, 
For  now  the  fatigue  of  long  marching  is  over  ; 
And  lucky  it  is,  for  their  backs  are  fo  fore, 
The  mules  would  have  dropp'd  in  a  day  or  two  more. 
Warriors  ftand  at  all  hours  of  refrefliment  in  need, 
And  without  them  we  plainly  could  never  proceed. 
Por  Britons  refembling  the  Lion  and  Bull, 
Wreftle  beft,  you'll  allow,  when  the  ftomach  is  full. 
Our  quarters  are  worfe  than  they  were  at  Eftreux, 
But  our  flay  will  beJJiortJo  we'll  e'en  make  them  do. 
For  our  bus'nefs  we  mean  to  difpatch  in  a  trice, 
And  of  Dunkirk's  furrender  you'll  foon  have  advice. 
'Twill  be  difficult  all  in  good  humour  to  keep, 
For  alas!  ^//are  forc'd  under  canvafs  to  creep. 
Our  chieftain's  ozon  ^f??/'s  pitch'd,  and  fcarcely  a  nook, 
Can  the  Aid  de  Camps  meet  with  in  LefFerinckhoucke. 
We've  conftru61ed  a  camp  in  the  fields  round  the  farm. 
And  callicoe  fheets  keep  us  decently  warm. 
But  a  truce  to  digrefTions,  my  flory  again 
I  refume,  and  all  plans  for  the  fiege  will  explain*, 

*  The  allied  forces  under  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Brltifh  commander 
in  chief,  were  in  motion  on  the  22d  in  the  evening,  and  advancing  in 
three  columns,  approached  the  French  camp  near  Gyvelde.  The  Auftrian 
regiment  of  Starhee,  and  O  Don n el's  fri  corps,  forming  the  avant garde, 
met  witli  confiderable  oppofition,  and  loft,  according  to  the  Gazette  re- 
Eurns,  JO  men  in  killed  and  wounded.     The  Republicans  were   in  the 


f  83  ) 

For  what's  paft,  pray  examine  Sir  J-m-ies  lafl  letter, 
Nought  on  earth  can  be  clearer,  or  underftood  better. 
The  army  is  fix'd  where  it's  meant  to  remain, 
Till  Dunkirk  is  ours,  that,  he  proves  is  quite  plain. 
And  we  mean  to  prefent  this  fame  town*  to  John  Bull, 
Ere  the  horns  of  this  moon  fhall  completely  be  full. 

end  repulfcd,  and  abandoned  in  the  night,  their  camp  ;  falling  back  upon 
their  entrenchments  (fome  orchards  and  gardens,  where  the  fruit  treea 
were  fo  thickly  planted,  that  the  pofition  has  been  called  a  loood)  before 
the  loalls  of  Dunkirk.  The  BritiOi  column,  when  proceeding  {lowly  along 
the  banks  of  the  canal,  were  l?emghted,  and  forced  to  reft  upon  their  arms 
near  Gyvelde.  It  was  not  known  by  Gen.  Lake  that  they  were  intended 
to  halt  in  that  pofition,  and  the  infantry  expefting  every  moment  to  pro- 
ceed, dark  as  it  was,  remained  in  a  ftate  of  uncertainty,  till  the  batt  horfeS 
ay  down  with  then  loids  upon  their  backs,  and  the  men  dropped  many 
oi  them  fail  afleep.  The  next  morning  the  troops  reached  Hetegbem,  and 
Jpon  being  informed  by  the  peafants,  that,  moft  probably,  the  governor 
>f  Dunkirk  would  inundate  the  village,  they  fell  behind  it,  encamping  in 
he  adjacent  fields. 

The  behaviour  of  the  Heflians  was,  upon  this  march,  fcandalous,  and, 
n  the  extreme,  difgraceful ;  not  content  with  pillaging  the  cottages  they 
wffed,  they  fallied  forth  upon  the  cattle  in  the  fields,  and,  with  fixed 
)ayonets,  charging  and  deftroying  them,  each  fevered  off  his  favourit© 
lice,  and  bore  it  away  in  triumph,  with  the  blood  running  down  hi* 
ides  inftreams,  as  it  trickled  through  \?^ecan'vajsha'verjack.  Many  of  them' 
ttemptedto  pafs  theBritifh  line  of  march,  driving/ar^^^f^,  before  them- 
ut  though  their  own  officers  encouraged  them  in  this,  from  ours  they  met 
.'ith  blows  and  treatment  fuch  as  their  conduft  well  defervcd.  Theii" 
^omen  entered  every  hamlet  on  the  road,  and  after  loading  themfelves  till 
ley  could  fcarcely  move  a  Jong,  would  wantonly  throw  butter,  cheefe, 
id  bread  into  the  ditches,  and  after  tapping  all  the  barrels  that  they 
mnd,  would  let  the  beer  and  wine  run  out,  and  overflow  the  eel. 
rs.  Can  we  wonder  then  that  upon  the  retreat,  the  peafants  rofe  upoOr 
earmy?  ^ 

That  their  officers  conceived  all  this  was  right  and  juftlfiahle,  was  e^U 
nt,  for  at  Tetegbem,  z  fubaltern  was,  on  the  22d  of  Auguft,  deteftcd  hr 
r  Royal  Higbnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  in  a  houfe  which  he  had  entered  and' 
llaged,  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  his  men. 

•  On  the  23d,  every  thing  was  quiet,  but  on  the  24th,  an   attack  was 

ade  by  the  enemy  upon  the  outpofts  on  the  downs,  between  the  canal, 

G   2 


(    84    ) 

Such  rnachines  we  expeft,  as  furpafs  all  belief, " 

Invented  and  prov'd  once  before  by  M F. 

Huge  frames  made  of  wood,  but  as  light  as  a  feather, 
That  take  all  to  pieces,  and  then  put  together. 
To  h^knoclid  up  in  England  and  fent  to  us  here, 
For  difpatch  is  the  foul  of  our  chief  engineer. 
When  arriv'd,  to  erefl:  them,  one  night  w411  fufEce, 
The  frght  will  the  foe  both  annoy  and  furprife. 
It  only  remains  then  to  fill  them  with  fand, 
To  mount  our  large  guns,  and  the  ramparts  command. 

leading  from  Furncs,  and  the  fea,  when  the  allies,  forming  the  Duke's  ar- 
iny,  were  under  arms;  and  a  corps  oi yiujiiians,  the  fank  battalions  of  thf 
Britifh  guards  and  tme  ;  with  the  Hejfian  grenadiers,  forming  therefer-ve  um 
der  Lieut.  Gen.  Dalton,  were  ordered  to  advance,  and  drive  them  fron 
their pofls  before  the  town.  The  event  was  bvilllant  and  fuccefsful,  as  th 
French  were  driven  from  their  batteries  and    entrenchments,  under  th 
very  walls  of  Dunkirk,  through  a  country,  with  which  the   troops   en 
gaged,  were  entirely  unacquainted,  interfered  with  wide  ditches,  an 
impenetrable  hedge  rows,  compofed  of  flurdy  pollards.     Gen.  Dalto: 
was  unfortunately  fbot  towards  the  clofe  of  the  day.  He  was  of  an  Irif 
family,  but  had  long  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  emperor,  and  braved,  ur 
der  the  imperial  banners,  the  dangers  of  many  a  fiege,  and  many  a  Ion 
campaign.     As  he  fell,  co-operating  with  our  forces,  the  Duke  of  YoR 
obtained  for  his  widow  a  confiderable  penfion  from  the  Britifh  goverr 
ment.    The  command  devolved  upon  his  death  to  Gen.  Abercrombu 
and  expofed  to  a  very  heavy  fire  from   the  ramparts  of  the   place,  tr 
troops  fuffered  mofl  feverely;  Lieut.  Col.  Eld,  commanding  the  ligl 
company  of  the  ifl  regiment  of  guards,  was  the  only  Britifh  cfTicer  killec 
ftruck  in  the  breafl  by  a  cannon  ball,  he  inflantly  expired.   He  conftant' 
Y^ore  the  portrait  of  a  lady  in  miniature,  and  it  has  been  noticed,  as 
very  extraordinary  circumflance,  that,  though   it  was    driven   into   tl 
wound,  upon  being  extricated  by  a  furgeon^  the  portrait  itfelf  remains 
uninjured,  while  the  glafs  and  fetting  w'ere  demolifhcd.     Capt.  Will 
Am s  of  the  fame  regiment,  and  Lieut.  Wilson  of  the  artillery,   we 
ilightly  wounded.     The  Auflrians  lofl  170  men  in  killed  and  woundec 
the  Britifh  74.     The  Hefhans  had  i  captain,  a  lieutenants,  and   13  rar 
a/id  file  killed  ;  1  liejitcnant  colonel,  2  lieutenants,  and  36  men  wounde 
The  advanced  pofls  were  then  pufhed  on  to  within  a  fhort  diflance  of  tl 
tov/n,  and  batteries  were  conftrU(5led  on  each  fide  of  the  canal. 


(    Si    1 

Kay  the  mufquetiy,  often  M— I'sbeen  lieard  fwear. 

He'll  bring  on  their  works  in  a  few  days  to  bear. 

We  mean  on  all  fieges  in  this  to  renne, 

No  lab'ring  at  trenches,  no  Tapping,  no  mine. 

^nd  we'll  carry  our  point,  for  the  knowing  ones  fay, 

Ev'r>'  plan  mull  fucceed,  being  quite  a  i'Anglois! 

No  Ferraris  can  now  to  our  projefts  obje8:, 

But  each  krilliant  thought  will  be  crown'd  with  effc^l; 

And  tho'  there  are  fools*,  who  our  councils  moleft, 

Declaring  the  plaxe  we  fhould  clofely  invell ; 


*  Tt  iiad  been  generally  fuppofed  by  the  officers  of  the  Duke's  army 
that  the  tioops  would  have  remained  near  Fumes,  till  the  heavy  guns  ai_ 
rived  from  England,  and  till  tfie  fleet  under  Admiral  Macbride  in, 
tended  to  co-operate  with  the  befiegers,  hove  in  fight.  The  enemy 
would  then  have  been  left  in  a  ftate  of  untertainty  as  to  all  future  operati- 
ons; but  when  they  perceived,  that  after  barely  allowing  them  time  to  re- 
pofe,  the  tents  were  ordered  to  be  ilruck,  and  they  were  at  once  to  ad_ 
vauce  upon  the  town,  information  was  fuppofed  to  hav^e  arrived  of  fuch 
a  nature,  as  would  permit  k9  'wafle  of  time',  and  that  ihe  governor  had 
either  agreed  to  throw  open  the  gates,  or  that  the  garrifon  was  in  fuch  a 
•v.-eak  and  defencelefs  ftate,  as  to  reader  a  coup  de  maht  not  only  praftica- 

.•ble,  butadvifablc.  In  both  thefe  fuppofitions,  they  too  foon  found  they 
v/eie  deceived  ;  for  without  any  of  the  preparations  in  Ergland  being  e-xien 
in  a  degree  of  forwarunefs,  without  ?i  Jingle  gun  heavier  than  a  field  piece^ 

•  they  had  rudied  on,  under  the  very  walls  of  Dunkirk,  and  then  halting, gave 
the  troops  in  garrifon  four  and  twenty  hours  to  confider,  whether  they 
Avould  furrender  up  the  place  or  not.  The  little  army  thus  advanced, 
generally  computed  at  about  io,o:  o  effeftive  men,  not  being  fufficiently 
iirong  for  the  inveftiture  of  the  fortrefs,  the  governor  made  the  beft  ufe  of 
the  time  thus  granted  to  him.  The  garrifon  was  augmented,  heavy  guns 
v/cre  mounted  on  the  ramparts,  and  fupplies  of  every  kind  thrown  in 
Of  what  avail  was  then  the  bravery  of  the  troops  ?  and  what  was  theip 
lituation  the  (hort  time  they  remained  before  the  place  ?  The  inunda- 
tions increafing  daily,  rendered  the  ground,  on  which  the  Brilifh  were 

i  encamped,  a  peiitQ:  fiuaivp  ;  frelb  water  became  karce,  and  fo  bad,  that 

:'  it  was  hardly  drinkable.  The  only  method  to  procure  the  mod  trifling 
fupply,  was  by  digging  very  deep  for  it^  and  then,  after  hours  of  hard  la- 
bour, it  became,  in  a  Jlw  tnoments,  brackifh,  and  impregnated  with  fah 
water,  vvhich  flowed  in  with  every  tide,  and  was  prevented  from  retura- 
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"Nor  leave  it  thus  open  to  Lille  and  Caflel ; 

'Tis  nonfenfe,  believe  me,  ail  things  muft  go  well. 

For  Freytag*,  choice  troops  has  forth  carefully  drawn. 

The  pride  of  his  nation,  not  Hanover's  fpawn : 

And  thofe  reptiles,  fcarce  worthy  an  Englifh  fpun  halter. 

Will  fly  before  heroes  from  famous  Gibraltar. 

We're  wond'rous  alerte  too,  and  gallop  each  night, 

Till  our  fteeds  pant  for  breath,  though  their  burthens  are 

light: 
For    we're  feather    weights   all,    faving    C-lv-RT   and 

H-WG-LL, 

And  the  latter's  aye  forming  di  pen  from  a  new  quill ; 

ing  to  the  fea,  by  means  of  flood  gates.  The  heavy  guns  came  flowly  one 
by  OKC,  up  the  canal  from  Oftend,  there  was  no  fign  of  the  promifed 
fleet,  and  the  fcctied  calm  in  the  town,  feemed  only  to  portend  a  dread* 
ful  ftorm. 

*  Field  marflial  Freytag  commanded  the  covering  army,  confiftingof 
the  Hanoverians,  and  part  of  the  Aultrian  quota  furniflied  by  Prince  Co- 
BouRG,  muftenng  in  the  whole  about  i  z,oco  men  as  was  generally  fup- 
pofed,  though  fome  Hanoverian  officers  have  computed  it  at  only  9,000* 
He  had  fuccteded  in  taking  up  his  ground  at  Hendfchoote,  and  thereby  kept 
the  garrifon  of  Beigues  pent  up  within  their  walls.  On  Mens  Caffel  the 
French,  however,  fooh  conftrufted  a  moll  formidable  camp,  fending  thi.. 
ther  daily  frefli  troops  from  Li/k,  communicating  v/ith  the  town  of  Dun- 
kirk by  GravcUnes.  The  forts  of  St.  Andre  and  St.  Louis  were  alfo  in 
their  hands,  and  the  befiegershad  made  their  approaches  on  the  Flemifh 
fide  of  the  town  where  it  was  bcfl.  defended. 

An  epidemical  diforder  very  foon  appeared  amongft  the  troops,  enc^eaf- 
ing  daily,  called  the  Dunkirk  fever,  which  carried  off  tie  foldiers  rapidly, 
though  they  fuifcred  but  little  when  on  duty,  from  the  fhclls  aimed  at 
their  batteries,  which  were  thrown  with  fuch  force,  that  they  generally 
buried  themfelvcs  in  the  fand,  and  the  fufees  were  extinguiflied  ere 
they  burft. 

Prince  Cobourg  was  at  this  peiiod  proceeding  vigoroufly  with  the 
fiege  of  Le  S>utfnor,  the  allies  had  been  fuccefsful  in  their  variou* 
fkirmiflieson  the  left  banks  of  the  Rhine,  and  Gen.  Wurmsur's  head 
quarters  were  advanced  to  RbinzaSeren',  on  the  20th  of  Auguft  a  fevere  en- 
gagement took  place  near  the  town  of  Lauterberg;  no  fignal  advantage^ 
were  gained)  though  many  lives  were  loft  on  both  fides.     The  Republi* 
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While  the  country  we  fcow'r,  and  the  pofl  reconnoitre. 

Still  B-NT-CK  remains,  for  the  dinner  to  cater, 

Tir'd  of  padding  the  hoof  in  the  guards,  very  foon 

Againft  nature  you'll  grant,  he  became  a  dragoon. 

For  on  horfeback  we  find  he  'as  a  tickelifti  feat, 

Tho'  fam'd  as  an  excellent  judge  of  good  meat. 

At  croak  of  a  raven,  or  chant  oi  a  linnet. 

Should  fteed  prick  his  ears,  B-nt-Ck's-  down  in  a  minute. 

The  reafon  of  this  we  can  truly  expound. 

He's  fhort  in  the  fork,  and  his  thigh's  rather  round. 

None  fo  aftive  with  us  as  Pr ce  J — N,  and  we're  fure 

From  what  he  declares  we  are  fully  fecure. 

Juft  now,  he's  come  down  from  a  fycamore  tree, 

Where  he's  been  for  this  hour  with  his  friend  the  marquis; 

And  they  plainly  difcover'd  if  fame  reports  true, 

A  man,  a  la  dijiance,  habillie  en  bleu, 

A  Frenchman  of  courfe,  and  I'll  venture  a  bet, 

A  centinel  mounted,  yclep'd  a  yidette. 

That  remains  to  be  prov'd  tho',  but  dinner  I  fpy, 

I  {ctni  fricandeaus,  and  mull  bid  you  good  bye. 

cans  however  abandoned  feveral  ammunition  waggons,  and  19  pieces  of 
heav  y  artillery.  The  Duke  of  B  r  u  ns w  i  c  k  was  at  that  time  at  Hamburg 
in  the  duchy  of  Deux  Fonts,  and  detaching  Prince  Hohenlohe  to  keep 
the  enemy  ported  at  Neu  Hornbacb  in  check,  made  a  fuccefsful  attack 
upoit  the  camp  at  Feljenbrunn,  where  a  corps  of  between  6,  and  7,C00  of 
the  French  had  pitched  their  tents. 

A  general  attack  was  made  upon  the  Dutch  pofts  by  a  column  of  the 
enemy,  drawn  from  the  camp  of  Madelaine,  under  the  walls  of  Lille,  harim 
tto'h  Roubaix,  Turcoiri,  and  Ronij',  were  carried  by  the  French,  but  foon  re- 
taken. Another  corps  advanced  at  the  fame  moment  upon  TFervukct 
where,  experiencing  a  more  formidable  oppofition  than  was  expefted, 
they  precipitately  retreated,  unable  to  efFeft  the  pafTage  of  theJ-ys. 


LETTER  III. 

Head-quarters,  Furnes,  9^  Sc^t.  1793. 
Defeat  of  the  Cover mg  Army — Ccnj'equent  Retreat  from  Dunkirk. 

ALAS,  and  alack  !  all  the  fat's  in  the  fire ! 
From  Dunkirk  in  hafle,  we've  been  forc'd  to  retire. 
The  French  from  the  place  made  a  defp'rate  fortie, 
Tho'  we  verily  thought  that  it  never  could  be, 
For  fo  quiet  thofe  crafty  Republicans  feem'd, 
That  of  fuch  a  misfortune  no  mortal  had  dream'd. 
Nay,  we  fully  expelled  each  moment,  dear  Luce  ! 
O'Meara  would  fend' out  a  trump:t  and  truce. 
But  paddy  kept  fnug  till  he  found  that  Houciiard 
Was  able  to  offer  old  Freytag  his  card. 
No  language  can  paint  all  our  grief  and  furprife, 
And  forrow  at  once  open'd  ev'ry  man's  eyes. 
E'en  J-HN-T-NE,  who  all  things  can  prove  upon  paper, 
Perceiv'd  at  wrong  end  we  had  lighted  the  taper, 
O  thou !  \vho  fo  well  \vith  thy  pencil  didft  trace  ; 
Each  approach  that  we  made  to  this  d— mn— ble  place  ! 
Tie  crape  round  its  top,  as  it  marks  our  retreat, 
And  fhews  where  we  made  the  beft  ufe  of  our  ieet. 
And  no  more  {hdWmock  /'^^Y^n^j*  throw  pellets  ofbrcad,| 
Like  cannifter-fhot  at  your  nice  powder'd  head  1 

,     -    4 

*  Great  minds  muftat  times  \x\\htndi',2i  Prime Mwfer  has  been  known 
to  chafe  a  butterfly  ;  and  it  was  a  favorite  amufement  at  head-quarters 
to  open  batteries  with  cherry-ftones,  or  pellets  of  bread  upon  the  D.  <^. 
M.  G.  whofe  good  nature  was  proverbial. 
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Nor  Ji — WG — LL,  nor  Cl — nt — N,  pufFfmoke  In  your 

eyes, 
Till  tir'd  with  their  wit  from  the  table  you  rife. 
But  let  me  my  fenfes  colleft,  to  relate 
What  occahou'd  this  dreadiul  reverfe  in  our  fate. 
Our  ears  were  annoy'd  by  a  brifk  cannonade"*! 
And  Freytag  in  hafte  fent,  imploring  our  aid  ! 
3o  we  order'd  feme  horfe  and  our  premier  brigade. 
But  the  French,  ere  their  rout  they'd  purfu'd  half  a  mile. 
Sallied  forth  from  the  place  in  a  fpirited  ftyle! 


} 


*  Early  in  the  morning,  on  the  cth  of  September,  Field  Marlhal  Tr  ey- 
TAG  inade  a  fuccer^ful  attack  upon  the  Yrcnch  ^od  oi  Ernecke,  on  the 
river  Pecne,  taking  prifoners  5  officers,  and  60  rank  and  file.  On  tl.s 
6lh,  tlie  Republicans  advancing  from  their  camp  on  Mons  C=Jfe\  and. 
their  troops  in  garrifon  at  Bergucs,  at  the  fame  time  fallying  forth,  af- 
faultcd  the  Hanoverians  at  TVormhout  indi  tfquelberg ;  and  pouring  dowa 
with  a  fuperiority  of  numbers,  which  at  length  became  irrefiftible,  car- 
ried thofe  pofts,  ultimately  pofTcfling  thcmfclves  of  Bambecke,  Poper'wge^ 
and  Roujbruggc.  A  lieavy  cannonade  continued  all  that  day,  and  an 
aid-de.camp,  from  Freytag,  was  difpatched  to  convey  to  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  unpropitious  tidings.  The  troops  in  camp  were  accord- 
ingly ordered  under  arms  ;  about  two  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  guards 
paiTing  Leffennckhoucke,  were  proceeding,  as  they  imagined,  to  fupport 
the  covering  army,  but  a  brifk  fire  commencing  from  the  batteries  on 
the  right  banks  of  the  canal,  it  was  found  that  the  troops  in  garrifon, 
(aware  of  Houchard's  fuccefs)  had  fallied  forth,  and  the  brigade  coun- 
termarching, u-as  ordered  to  its  former  ground.  I'he  Anftrian  regi- 
ments of  CoUiredo  and  JcrJis,  with  the  14th  Biitifh  infantry,  were  iLen 
engaged  moft.  brifkly,  and  the  firing  continued  without  intermiffion  for 
a  moment,  till  it  was  nearly  dark.  The  French,  when  they  began  to 
waver,  were  preffed  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  fuccefs,  that  they  precipi- 
tately retreated  tovv'ards  the  town,  and  were  followed  up  fo  clofely,  that 
had  not  their  purfucrs  been  recalled,  they  muft  have  cnter'd  Dunkirk 
with  them,  both  parties  having  reached  together,  the  creft  of  the  glacis. 
tH'^ft  was  the  want  of  the  long-looked-for  ^eet  fe-verely  felt,  for  the  French 
gun  boats  fwept  off  great  numbers  of  the  allies  expofed  upon  the  Ilrani 
to  their  incefTant  fire. 
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Which  oblig'd  us  to  beckon  the  Guards  back  again. 

And  Freytag  was  left  his  own  ground  to  maintain. 

Difturb'd  at  our  dinner,   we  haften'd  to  fee, 

What  the  end  of  this  popping  was  Hkely  to  be. 

Like  hons  !  our  troops   fought,    and  foon  made  them  fly, 

Tho'  not  without  lofs  to  themfelves  by  the  bye. 

MoNCRiEF   was  the  firH:  who  lay  ftretch'd  on  the  fand; 

MoNCRiEF,   who  for  valour  !  our  praife  muft  command* 

Next  Marchal,  a  foldier  moll  highly  efleem'd, 

And  juftly  a  lofs  to  the  family  deem'd, 

But  peace  to  the  manes^  of  thofe  who  are  dead, 

A  tear  for  their  fate  we  have  forrowing  fhed  ! 

*  Colonel  MoNCRiEF  was  killed  in  his  exertions  to  keep  the  gun 
boats  in  awe  by  the  field  pieces  of  the  troops  engaged  ;  and  Captain 
Marchal,  an  Hanoverian  aid-de-camp,  was  mortally  wounded,  when 
conveying  orders  from  his  Royal  Highnefs.  Enfign  M'Donald  of  the 
37th  loft  his  life  by  a  chance-fhot,  when  on  duty  in  the  batteries.  Captain 
Garnier,  Lieut.  M'Kensie,  and  Enfigns  Elkington",  Smith,  and 
"Williams,  with  volunteers  Day  and  M'Grath  of  the  14th  regiment, 
were  wounded.  A  ferjeant,  and  9  rank  and  file,  were  killed.  A  fer- 
jeant,  drummer,  and  2)^  wounded.  The  other  regiments  of  General 
Abercrombie's  brigade  were  but  little  expofed,  the  37th  having  only 
3  privates  wounded,  and  the  53d  four.  The  Auftrians  fuffeied  more  fe. 
verely,  they  loft,  according  to  their  own  returns,  150  men  in  killed  and 
wounded. 

Freytag,  crofting  the  river  2Jfr,  fell  back  that  night  upon  Hondf« 
cboote,  keeping  the  right  flank  of  his  army  appuyed  to  a  branch  of  the 
canal  running  from  Fumes  to  JSerguesy  while  his  left  extended  to  Leyfe'c 
His  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  Adolphus,  and  the  Hanoverian  fitid  mar- 
fhal,  were,  during  their  retreat,  both  flightly  wounded,  and  fur  a  few 
tnoTKenti  in  the  hands  of  the  Republicans  ;  fuppofing  a  patrole  of  their 
own  cavalry  was  in  their  front,  they  had  entered  the  village  of  Rexpoede 
then  in  the  enemy's  poffefllon.  They  were  foon,  however,  extricated 
from  their  perilous  fttuation,  by  a  detachment  of  the  troops  under  the 
command  of  general  VValmoden.  Freytag's  wound,  though  not  by 
any  means y^-uer^,  obliged  him  to  retire  from  the  fcene  of  aftion.  Very 
little  firing  was  heard  until  the  evening  of  the  7th,  when  the  French  ad- 
>iancing  once  again,  were  in  their  turn  rcpulfed.     On  the  8th,  Houcharo 
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We  all  were  that  day  in  a  great  confternation. 
And  each  loft  his  wonted  profound  penetration  ! 
Ye  Gods,  we  exclaim'd,'  all  our  wiflies  are  croft, 
.  Our  hopes  at  an  end,  and  the  town  muft  be  loft. 
Then  orders*  were  giv'n  that  the  fiege  Ihould  be  rais'd, 
And  a  meafure  fo  prudent,  moft  highly  was  prais'd. 

having  received  the  laft  detachment  of  thofe  reinforcements,  which,  hj 
coaches,  ivaggoniy  cabriolets,  and  carts,  all  put  in  requifition  for  the  pur- 
pofe,  had  been  difpacched  from  Lille,  Cambray,  Douay,  Arras,  in  fhort, 
from  every  fortrefs  in  the  north,  poured  down  en  mjjj'e,  and  forcing  the 
centre  of  Walmoden's  line,  (that  General,  then  commanding  in  the  ab- 
(ence  of  field  marfhal  Freytac.)  obliged  him,  with  a  lofs  -which  never 
has  been  afcertained,  to  fall  back  upon  Bulfcamp.  On  the  6th,  7th,  and 
8th,  the  returns  of  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing,  in  the  Covering  Ar- 
my, amounted  neatly  to  8,400  men.  One  regiment,  which  had  been 
in  the  morning  of  the  8th  complete  in  officers,  returned  from  the  field 
of  battle,  in  the  evening,  commanded  by  a  junior  enfign.  The  late  Sir 
William  Erskine,  with  a  part  of  his  brigade  of  heavy  cavalry,  was 
ftationed  near  Hondfchoote.  His  troops,  however,  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  ground,  were  not  engaged,  though  difmounteJy  and  formed  ready  to 
aft  as  infantry. 

*  The  moment  that  intelligence  of  the  entire  defeat  of  the  covering 
army  was  received,  orders  were  iffued  to  the  befieging  army  to  retreat,  and 
/£>o/^  or^tfri  were  produftive  of  more  confufion  than  had  perhaps  before 
been  ever  witnefled.  A  very  infufficent  number  of  carts  and  horfes  were, 
with  difficulty,  procured  to  carry  off  the  baggage.  All  the  heavy  piece* 
of  ordnance  that  had  been  fent  out  from  England,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  nearly  40  iron  "guns  of  a  callibre,  to  carry  balls  of  24  pounds 
weight,  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of  amunition,  were  abandoned  to 
the  enemy;  however  great  the  neceffity  for  this  prompt  retreat,  Lieut. 
Col.  CoNGREVE,  who  Commanded  the  artillery,  gave  in  as  his  decided 
opinion,  that,  with  perfeft  fafety,  it  might  have  been  deferred  for  four 
and  twenty  hours,  in  which  time  he  would  have  undertaken  the  removal 
oi  thofe  guns.  The  rulers  of  the  French  nation  were,  however,  of  a  very 
different  opinion ;  and  Ho'Jchard,  notwlthftanding  his  fuccefs,  was 
guillotined  for  not  pouring  down  upon  the  beficgers,  and  driving  them 
into  the  Jea,  after  he  had  handled  fo  roughly  the  forces  pofled  to  proteft 
them.  About  midnight,  on  the  8th  of  September,  the  Duke  of  York's 
army  was  in  motion;  and  the  creeking  carts  had  been  fo  over-loaded, 
that-  the  horfes  could  fcarcely  drag  them  from  the  camp  :  at  a  fnail's 
pace  they  at  length  proceeded,  halting  io  frequently,  that  it  was  long 


I 
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Helter  fkelter  the  baggage  was  pack'd  up  in  hade, 

On  the  backs   of  the  mules  quick  their  burdens    were 

plac'd ; 
And  all  the  fufs  that  enfued,  to  defcribe,  would  require 
The  aid  of  the  nine,  and  Apollo's  own  lyre. 
How  the  French   muft  have    caper'd  next   dav,   when 

they  found 
All  the  guns,  wine,  and  baggage,  we  left  on  the  ground. 

before  the  colnmn  could  be  faid  to  have  gnined  ground.  Near  Lefferin- 
chouke  the  whole  was  fome  time  detained,  waiting  for  the  third  regiment 
cf  guards,  which  had  been,  as  well  as  the  loyal  emigrants,  on  piquet  at 
the  village  of  'Idegbem.  Upon  the  arrival  of  that  battalion,  and  the 
picquets  on  duty  in  the  batteries,  the  troops  renewed  their  tedious 
march.  So  much  were  they  delayed  by  baggage-waggons  ovir- 
turiiing,  and  the  various  other  ciicumftauces,  tliat  they  were  the 
\vh(ile  night  traverfmg  a  dillance  of  barely  eleven  mi'es.  Had  they 
been  attacked  in  that  fituation,  the  refult  mud  have  been  unfortu- 
nate, though  the  Republicans  might  not  have  been  able  exaifily  to  have 
driven  them  into  the  ocean,  for  they  would  have  contended  v.ith  men 
who  would,  at  that  moment,  have  fought  them  dcfperately.  Tne  rear- 
guard was  conduced  by  the  late  Sir  William  £rskine;  and  tiie  lofs 
of  the  baggage  fell  chiefly  upon  the  cavalry  under  his  command.  That 
brave  veteran  exerted  himfeif,  on  this  trying  occafion,  to  the  utmoll  ; 
and  no  man  could  have  poflcffed,  in  a  higher  degree,  the  confidence  and 
good  opinion  of  his  troops.  He  had,  at  that  time,  ferved  in  thirty-five 
campaigns,  without  ever  receiving  the  flighteft  wound,  though  liis  perfon 
was  upon  every  occafion  as  much  expofed  as  that  of  the  private  foldicr. 

Between  Adinkcrcke  and  Fumes,  the  array  halted  on  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber. The  baggage  was  then  ordered  to  OHendj  and  fo  much  was  dread- 
ed the  coiifequenccs  of  this  unfortunate  retreat,  that  the  military  chcfl 
had  been  carried  on  board  a  frigate  in  that  port,  and  preparations  were 
made  io  embark  xhc  ilores  there  alfo.  Several  of  the  batt-men  then  pro- 
ceeding with  their  carts  and  loaded  horfes,  were  overtaken  by  the  tide, 
and  loft,  their  lives  ;  and  many,  who  themfelves  efcapcd,  were  unable  to 
fave,  from  the  advancing  waves,  the  property  with  which  they  were  en- 
truflcd  :  while  thofe  who  in  fafety  reached  Ollend,  were,  for  fume 
ftrange  and  unaccountable  rcafon,  refufcd  admittance  to  the  town. 

It  was  at  the  time  reported,  and  in  general  it  is  kcw  believed,  that 
the  Duke's  army,  from  the  time  his  Koyal  Highnefs  left  Prince  Co- 
Eoui-'G,  to  undertake  that  fiege,  for  ever  to  be  grievoufl/  lamented,  loft, 
ere  the  retreat  was  made  {czxxts^'hy  feve'rt  the  fare"  of  the  ene'my,  and 
Othcrmisfortunes,  at  lead  io,oco  men. 
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Not  to  mention  the  heaps  of  good  pov/der  and  ball ; 
feut  I  ne'er  fliould  have  done  could  I  reckon  up  all. 
Sir  J-M-IE  the  pen  will  refume  without  fail, 
So  expeft  from  that  zcondeiful  fcribe  the  detail : 
To  him  I  refer  you ;   fufEce  it  to  add, 
The  family  fav'd  all  the  baggage  they  had. 
Our  motions  entirely  depend  on  the  foe. 
So  none  can  divine  where  we're  likely  to  go. 
But  quarters  fo  fnug  and  fo  much  to  my  mind, 
As  thofe  at  Eftreux,  Where,  alas  !   fhall  we  find  ? 
For  the  prefent,  heart-broken,  I  bid  you  farewell, 
But  in  hopes  live,  ere  long,  better  tidings  to  tell. 


SB^ 


LETTER  IV. 

Head  Quarters,  Menin,  Oil.  5,  I793. 

jS  Council  of  ffar. — Intrepid  Determinations. — Beau  1,1  ev  felxes  upon  Memn» 
ji fettled  Calm  Jucceeds  a  threatened  Storm, 

TO  and  fro*  tofs'd,*  like  waves  by  each  oppofite  wind, 
We  are  fettled  at  length,  much  to  ev'ry  man's  mind. 
To  be  fure,   we  have  had  a  moll  terrible  dance, 
To  efcape  from  thefe  devils  incarnate  of  France; 
But  the  tables  are  turn'd,  brighter  profpefts  appear. 
As  Lucy,  well  pleas'd  fliall,  and  prefently,  hear : 
At  Thorout  alarm'd  by  this  dreadful  narration, 
That   Mynheer,    foundly    thrafli'd,    had   abandoned   his 
flationf, 

*  To  add  to  every  other  unfortunate  circumflance  attending  the  re- 
treat from  Dunkirk,  Admiral  Macs  ride  arrived  at  Furnes  the  very  day 
the  Duke's  army  had  encamped  near  that  town,  fo  that  the  fleet  had  ap, 
peared  in  fight  cxaftly  at  the  moment  when  all  ivaz  loji^  and  it  could  not 
poffibly  have  been  of  any  fervice. 

The  army  was  in  motion  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  loth 
of  September,  and  took  up  frefli  ground.  On  tla  c  nth,  intelligence 
arrived  of  an  attack  having  been  made  upon  Yptes  ;  and  the  troops  pro- 
ceeded to  the  relief  of  that  fortrefs,  but  they  had  fcarcely  reached 
Furnes,  when  an  aid-de-camp  brought  intelligence,  that  the  French  had 
abandoned  their  enterprize,  in  confequence  of  a  fuccefsful  attack  which 
the  Auftrians,  under  General  Beaulieu,  had  made  upon  their  pofts 
near  Lille.  On  the  12th,  the  Duke's  army  moved  towards  Dlxmudc\ 
and  late  at  night  on  the  lijth,  formed  en  Be'vouac  near  Thorout,  having 
on  the  march  been  joined  by  the  19th,  57th,  and  a  detachment  from 
the  42d  regiment  from  Oftend. 

f  A  general  attack  was  made  upon  the  Prince  of  Orance*s  polls 
along  the  river  Lys,  on  the  nth,  and  without  making  by  any  means    a 
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Not  conceiving  it  prudent  or  fafe  to  remain. 
From  Menin  he  fled,  fcow'ring  over  the  plain  ; 
Which  proves  'tis  a  falfe  and  ridiculous  notion, 
That  a  Dutchman  refembles  afnail  in  his  motion. 
'Twas  thought,  on  this  news,  we  fhould  have  a  debate. 
So  a  council  was  held  in  the  Chamber  of  State  ; 
Some  voted  to  Bruges  to  march,  or  Ollend, 
Thinking  all  we  could  hope,  was  thofe  towns  to  defend; 
But  Sir  WuLLiE  arofe,  with  a  fteady  grave  face, 
And  faid,  *'  De  ye  ken  this  fame  Menin's  a  place 
Of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  troth  I  advife, 

That   we   march,  and  thofe   d n'd  Sons  of  Licence 

chaftife. 
A^\"  our  laurels  by  this,  we  at  once  fhall  regain : 
Having  teld  ye  my  mind,  lads,   Til  fit  down  again." 


proper  refiftance,  the  Dutch  troops  abandoning  Menin,  fell  back  upon 
Bruges  and  Ghent. 

So  greatly  had  the  panic  fpread,  that  they  took  the  hoifes  from  their 
guns,  and  gallopped  off  in  ftraggling  parties,  in  a  moft  irregular  and  un- 
foldier-llke  manner.  Their  flight  through  Courtray  alarmed  the  inha- 
bitants, and  many  of  them  naturally  conceiving  that  the  French  were  at 
the  heels  of  their  defenders,  abandoned  their  property  and  fled  to  Bru- 
ges, where  the  commandant,  finding  the  Dutch  troops  pafling  through 
the  town,  ordered  the  Ghent  gate  to  be  clofed,  and  by  that  means  de- 
tained them  in  his  garrifon.  A  cornet  of  their  cavalry  carrying 
the  ftandard  of  his  regiment,  was  met  alor.e  en  full  gdhp  along  the 
Chauffee,  leading  from  Courtray  to  Bruges,  by  a  Britifli  aid-de-camp, 
who  with  difficulty  prevailed  upon  i.im  to  check  his  fpecd,  and  relate 
the  reafon  of  his  unaccountable  appearance.  "  Venture  not  further,'* 
faid  the  valiant  ftandard  bearer,  "  for  we  have  been  driven  by  a  fupe- 
*«  rior  force  from  Menin  ;  and  the  French  mud  by  this  time  be  in  pof- 
*'  feflion  of  Courtray;  for  my  part,"  he  added,  "  I  (hall  certainly  pro- 
«*  cced  to  Sluys  in  HJimdy  for  all  is  loft,  and  there  is  now  no  nearer 
•*  place  of  fafety."  It  is  alfo  a  notorious  fa6l,  for  the  narrator  was  a 
vitncfs  to  it,  that  a  Dutch  officer,  finding  himfelfenclofed  within  t\\tival!s 
•f  Bruges,  came  pale  and  trembling  to  the  quarters  of  the  commandant^ 
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The fmil'd  applaufe  :  and  Sir  J-m-ie  demanded  ''^ 

Permiffion  t©  fpeak,  which  was  not  countermanded.  >  VC 

"  'Twas  a  pity,"  he  faid,  "  it  appear'd  to  him  plain,  ■  ^'' 

Our  Allies  were  unable  their  poft  to  maintain  : 

But,  we  fure  might  retake  it,  or  let  it  alone. 

He  was  much  at  alofs  which  was  bejl  to  be  done; 

In  fhort,  what  the ,  might  think  proper  to  do, 

Was  furely  the^/YJ/Y^rfy^  planto  purfue." 

And  J-HN-T-NE,  Pr-CE  J-HN,  nay  we  all,   to  a  man, 

Declar'd  he  had  ftruck  out  a  wonderful  plan. 

The ,  then  triumphantly  rofe  from  his  feat. 

And  faid,  "  'tis  refolv'd — we'll  the  enemy  meet." 
After  which  each  man  preffing  his  couch  for  the  night,. 
In  dreams  gather'd  laurels  dLXiAJIiard  in  the  fight. 
Pr-CE  J-hn,  in  a  very  great  ftyle,  the  next  day, 
The  orders  gave  out,  and  the  troops  marcli'd  away.* 
But  we  heard,    when  our  line  had  to  Rouffelair   drawn 

near. 
The  roaring  of  cannon,  dillinSlly  and  clear. 

and,  r'lfum  teneat'is,    falling  on   his  knees   before  him,  requefted   that  the. 
gates  might  be  again  thiowii  open,  and  himfelf  be  fufFered  toefcape  ! 

*  On  the  15th,  at  day  break,  agreeable  to  the  determination  of  the 
council  held  at  Thoroul ;  the  troops  were  underarms,  and  advanced  to- 
wards .Roujekir,  in  order  to  co-operate  with  General  BEAuLiEUto  re- 
take Menin,  and  the  different  pofts  abandoned  by  the  Dutch.  Lieutenant 
General  Erhbach,  with  4  battalions  of  Auftrian  and  Keffian  infantry,  pre- 
cededhy  4  fquadrons  of  BritiQi  cavalry,  pufhed  on  to  Ledeghehn  ;  and 
Prince  CobouRg,  by  the  fall  of  Le  ^efnoi,  which  place  furrendered  at 
difcretion  on  the  7th  of  September,  after  he  had  defeated  the  French 
■with  a  lofs  of  3000  men,  and  II  pieces  of  cannon,  near  VilUers  en  Cow 
thie,  being  enabled  to  puHi  on  towards  Lille  with  a  large  body  of  troops  ; 
jit  was  determined  to  attack  the  Republicans  in  every  direilion,  at  once, 
and  force  thera  to  re-crofs  ibc  Lys, 
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And  foimd  to  our  joy,  my  dear  LucY  I   own, 
From  Beaulieu,*  tliv  champions  equality,  flown. 

*  Early  in  the  Morning,  on  the  15th  of  September,  the  French,  to 
the  number  of,  from  12  to  14,000  men, advanced  from  Tf^e-velghem  to  Bif- 
leghem,  attacking  brin<.iy  the  advanced  pofts  on  the  left  ofiiEAULiEu's 
army;  that  General,  however,  by  difpatching  fpeedy  reinforcements,  pre. 
veffltcd  the  poll  of  B-fflgheni  from  being  forced  ;  when  the  Republican > 
had  recourfe  to  their  numerous  train  of  heavy  artillery,  endeavouring,  by 
a  tremendous  cannonade,  to  diflodge  the  Aullrians  from  their  pofition  be* 
hind  the  Lauterberg.  At  that  moment  iheir  left  flank  was  turned  by  a 
corps  of  Auflrian  infantry,  led  on  by  Captain  Malks^am  ofthe  regi- 
ment of  Beaulieu,  who  immediately  commenced  a  briflt  difcharge  of 
Cannon  and  of  mufquetry,  with  fuch  efre;5l,  that  they  beg:in  to  waver, 
and  Beaulieu,  with  the  main  body  of  his  army,  charging  them  in 
front,  they  fled  precipitately.  They  were  purfued  to  the  very  gates  of 
Menin,  and  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  AuRrians  attacked 
the  place  with  their  heavy  guns  and  howitzers,  at  the  fame  time  affault- 
ing  the  ramparts  at  the  gate  of  RoulTclair  :  the  enemy,  without  any  fur- 
ther rcfi:lance,  evacaating  the  town,  re-pafled  the  Lys,  leaving  behind 
them,  at  the  bridge,  a  weak  rear-guard.  The  Imperialif{:s  then  en- 
tered Menin  at  the  gnte  of  Courtray,  and  General  Erhbach  arriving  with 
his  corps,  they  crolTcd  the  river,  wlien  two  of  tbe  Brinjh  fquadrons 
joined  the  Auftrian  HulTars  in  purfuit  of  the  Republicans  towards  Roneq, 
Beaulieu  loll  in  this  affair  about  ico  men,  great  numbers  of  prifoners 
Were  taken  from  the  French,  with  artillery  and  ammunition  waggons 
and  in  killed  and  wounded  they  mull  have  fuffeied  feverely,  while  great 
numbers  were  drowned  in  their  endeavours  to  repafs  the  Lys. 

On  the  16th,  the  Duke  of  Yokk's  army  was  in  motion,  and 
palling  through  the  town,  encamped  near  Menin,  when  the  picquets 
were  again  advanced  to  JVcrvicke. 

Prince  Cobourc  wifliing  to  clofe  his  operations  for  the  year  with  the 
leduclion  of  Maubeuge,  fucceedcd  on  the  29th  of  September  in  pafiino* 
the  Sambre,  and  in  driving  into  the  entrenched  camp,  furroundin^ 
the  walls  of  that  fortrefs,  all  the  advanced  picquets  ofthe  enemy. 

The  different  columns  of  his  army  were  in  motion  at  day-break; 
Clairfait's  crofled  the  river  at  Beilaimont,  and  meeting  with  very  lit- 
tle refiftance,  took  up  a  pofition  near  An:e,kst  between  Aulno'is  and  Ba~ 
champs.  General  Count  Colleredo's  palled  over  at  Pint  and  Hau- 
tiiont;  and  furprifing  the  French  camp  near  St.  Rem'iMJbatt^  took  pof- 
tefTion  of  their  tents,  baggage,  and  9  pieces  of  artillery  :  unable  to  purfu^ 
them,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  only  a  few  men  were  taken 
prifoners.  and  not  above  100  killed  and  wounded.  The  A^uflrians  of 
that  column  encamped  between  Haumcnt  and  the  Eds  de  Beaufort, 

In  another  direttion,   {zhovc  Maubeuge )  General  De  La  Tour's  co- 
lumn croffed  the  Sambre,  betv.een  Jf.vwoKr   and   .T/rfz-^^f;;.',  taking   alios 
VOL.    i.  n 
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So  we  took  up  our  ground  without  firing  a  fiiot, 

And  fafely  and  fnugly  pofTeffion  have  got. 

For  a  time,    our  good  fortune  I  fcarce  could  believe. 

As  appearances  often  the  fenfes  deceive  : 

But  ye    Gods  !  we  enjoy  once  again,   it  is    true,   -^ 

Thofe  pleafures  we  heretofore  knew  at  Eftreux  !       V 

Good  living,  found  port  girl,  and  nothing  to  do.      J 

When  retreating  from  Dunkirk,  we  felt  very  fore, 

But  our  crefls  are  erefted  as  high  as  before. 

At  Head-Quarters  a  feldzeug  appears  in  each  hat, 

Tho'  faith  we've  but  little  pretentions  to  that; 

For  a  feldzeug  was  never  retreating  obtain'd, 

But  points  out  the  champion  who  conquejls  has  gain'd, 


Trench  camp  by  fiirprifc,  near  Bejmgn'ies ;  the  troops  in  their  pwrfuit  o-f 
the  Republicans,  killing  300  men,  according  to  Lord  Elgin's  llate- 
mcnt.  This  column  then  took  up  a  pofition  near  Cerfontaine,  occupying 
alfo  the  Bois  de  Sonpere,  near  RottJics\  and  its  left  flank  extending  be- 
yond Fcrriere  la  pe.'He,  communicated  with  the  corps  commanded  by. 
Count  CoiLEREDO.  A  fourth  column  advancing  from  Charkrol,  under 
Colonel  Skckendorf,  formed,  without  much  oppofition,   near  Colleret, 

Thus,  with  a  lofs  of  only  50  men,  in  killed  and  wounded,  the  invefti- 
ture  of  Maubeuge-wzs  happily  effefted. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  an  attack  was  made  by  the  French  upon 
the  Duke  of  Brunswick's  pofition  near  P\rmafen%.  By  a  very  judicious 
manieu-vre,  the  PrufTians  furrounded  their  aflfailants,  when  3000  men 
grounded  their  arms,  and  furrendered  themfelves  as  prifoners  of  war. 
The  Duke  then  pufliing  forwards,  furprifed  a  French  camp  at  Bltcbe^ 
and  burnt  their  tents  and  baggage  found  there.  The  attacks  made  by  the 
enemy,  were  that  day,  asufual,  general ;  and  they  were  in  every  diiec. 
tions  defeated.  The  regim«tnt  called  the  Sans  Culottes,  was  cut  to  pieces  by 
a  detachment  of  the  corps  commanded  by  General  Count   Kalkruth, 

The  Spaniards  had  alfo  obtained  a  decided  viftory,  near  Truillas,  on 
the  22d.  Tlie  Republicans  having,  at  fevcn  in  the  morning,  commenced 
the  attack  with  an  army  amounting  to  above  20,000  men,  divided  into 
five  columns.  They  wererepulfed  and  defeated  by  the  Spani(h  cavalry, 
and  the  corps  of  infantry,  commanded  by  Count  de  la  Union,  and  Don 
Juan  Courten,  with  a  lofs,  eftimated  in  the  Madrid  Gazettes,  at  betweea 
5  and  6,000  men,  including  1500  prifomers,  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon,, 
feveral  cart  loads  of  fraall  arms,  and  a  great  c^uantity  of  baggage. 
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Thank  my  ftars,  'tis  now  fix'd  when  we  clofe  this   cam- 
paign ; 
The  family  all  vifit  England  again. 
Together,  dear  Lucy,  we  then  fhall  enjoy 
Thofe  pleafures  of  London  which  never  can  cloy. 
En  attendant  adieu,  may  dull  hours  pafs  away, 
Quick  as  thought  flies,  for  lovers  but  ill-brook  delay. 

P.  S.     "  There  are,"  I  can  fcaixely  believe,  but  am  told 
There  are,  '*  who  our  Jeer  ets  pretend  to  unfold. 
And  Sir  J-m-ie  forgot,  as  \ki^y  daringly  fay, 
To  order  the  tranfports  in  harbour  to  ftay. 
He  direftions,  I  own,  had  receiv'd  to  detain 
The  fhips  till  he  heard  from  St.  James's  again. 
And  tho'  to  be  fure  when  arriv'd  at  Oftend, 
His  orders  he  did  not  wimediately  fend. 
From  this  petite  diJlraBion  he  rous'd  on  the  road, 
And  fent  off  a  poft-boy  to  Popham's*  abode. 
Nor  was  it  his  fault  all  the  tranfports  had  fail'd. 
Having  tnuch  to  remember,  his  memory  fail'd.'* 

*  Lieut.  Pop  HAM,  Agent  of  transports  at  Oftend, 
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LETTER.  V. 

Head-Quarters,  Engleiontaine.  0(57.  ar,  17936 

^nunexpeB:ed  movement — Reiterated  republican  attach    en  MaJJcy  produce  bad 

news  from  Clairfait — Confolation  afforded  by  a  good  dinner-'-Retreat  from 

Maubeuge — A  Feu  de  joie. 

OUR  hopes  to  reft  tranquilly  fnug,  were  in  vain. 

And  faith  this  has  proved  a  moft  buftling  campaign, 

All  places  to  us  tho'  are  nearly  the  fame, 

While  the  cooks  can  keep  up  and  the  mules  fall  not  lame. 

Inur'd  to  gall'd  Withers,  no  torment  they  feel 

Frojn  ufe,  as  fair  Jane  cry*d  when  fkinning  an  Eel, 

And  warbles  ^n^fwellings  'twere  folly  to  heed. 

As  long  as  they're  fturdily  pleas'd  to  proceed. 

As  to  me,  I  feel  happy  new  worlds  to  explore. 

And  traverfe  thofe  lands  I  may  traverfe  no  more. 

For  trav'ling,  we're  told,  gives  new  force  to  the  mind, 

And  pleafure  as  w^ell  as  improvement  we  find. 

Variety  too,  is  our  chief's  darling  paflion. 

So  changing  our  Quarters  of  courfe  is  the  fafhion: 

While  F -x  we  are  certain  will  never  be  quiet. 

Till  he  gets  a  good  chateau,  if  once  he  can  fpy  it. 
Apropos — he  hasjoin'd  us,  I  think,  fnice  mylaft, 
And  J-hn-ne's  not  pleas'd  that  he  gallopp'd  fo  faft. 
For  he  thought  he  was  fure  to  fucceed  poor  MoNCRiEF, 
And  F-x's  appointment  has  fill'd  him  with  grief. 
Nay  he  fwears  tho'  he's  on  the  beft  terms  in  the  world, 
With  the ,  he'll  no.  longer  have  deputy  hurl'd 


n 
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In  his  teeth;  but- his  office  is  fix'd  to  refign: 

Yet  he'll  keep  it,  as  furely  as  I  fliall  keep  mine. 

Too  well  does  he  know  all  the  charms  of  this  life. 

To  change  and  be  rous'd  by  the  four  o'clock  fife*. 

Which  roufes  the  fags  to  parade  till  broad  day. 

And  with  Grinney's  delight  whiftles  Morpheus  away. 

Too  well  does  he  know  to  the  State  of  what  t  ufe 

Are  his  talents  and  pencil  their  aid  to  refufe.. 

No  Bobby  your Jix'd  refolution  revoke, 

When  you  talk  of  retiring,  you  mean  it  in  joke;!:, 

*  At  4  o'clock  In  the  morning,  while  the  Duke's  army  was  encamp- 
ed at  Englefontaln,  orders  were  iffued  for  the  line  to  be  formed  in  front 
of  the  tents, and  for  the  troops  to  remain  under  arms  till  difmiffed  by 
the  commanding  officers  of  corps.  The  guards  were  informed  of  the 
hour  to  turn  out,  by  a  folitary  fifer,  who  marched,  phying  a  diftnal  tune, 
along  the  ftreets  of  their  encampment. 

+  A  number  of  the  Aid-de-camps,  and  officers  on  the  ftafF,  compo. 
Tmg  the  family  of  His  royal  highnefs  the  commander  in  chie*^,  voted  the 
D.  O.  M.  G.  to  have  been  of  great  fervice  to  the  army,  and  decreed  him 
the  honcr  of  being  cbalredy  to  fhew  the  high  Jen fe  entertained  of  his  abili- 
ties ;  accordingly,  at  the  yf^^fljf  5/.  Martina  Tournay,  upon  the  Britifh 
firft  advancing  into  Flanders,  they  carried  him  thro'  a  long  fuite  of  apart- 
ments, crofling  their  hands  to  form  a  feat. 

The  Cavalcade  at  length  came  to  z  door  found  ciojed,  which  pufhing 
open,  the  Aid  de  camps  advanced,  e're  they  difcovered  their  miftake, 
upon  Prir.cc  Cobcurg,  Prince  Hahenlohe — General  Mack — ,  and  other  chief- 
tains, forming  with  His  royal  highnefs  a  council  of  ivar  \  eager  to  retreat 
again  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  they  difengaged  their  hands,  and  left  the 
highly  honored  Colonel  to  his  fate,  who,  hurled  from  his  lofty  throne,  was 
landed  on  the  table  round  which  the  %varlike  leaders  were  aflembled  ;  who 
were  thus  alarmed  and  interrupted  as  the  plate  defcribes. 

%  Thiswasthegeneral opinion;  but  Col.  Johxstone,  wheuthecommard 
ofthe  ift  battalion  of  the  3d  guards  devolved  upon  him,  by  the  promotion 
ofCol.WATSON-,  totheraakofMajorGeneraI,refignedhis  office  on  the  ftafF, 
much  to  his  credit.  He  had  certainly  been  of  great  ufe  to  the  brigade 
while  in  Holland,  as  he  perfeflly  upderftood  the  language,  having  been 
formerly  in  the  fervice  of  their  High  MightinelTes  in  the  Scotch  brigade. 
We  have  now  to  lament  his  death,  which  happened  very  fuddenly,  juft 
as  he  was  preparing  to  return  to  England  on  promotion. 


(     ^02      ) 

As  our  lot  was  the  pofts  on  the  Lys  to  defend,  -  ■   -- 

We  conceiv'd,  as  I  hinted,  our  labours  would  end.     '■' ' 

For  the  Carmagnols  all,  are  more  eafily  led,  "v 

Agalnfl  blue  and  orange,  than  Britlfh  fpun  red. 

But  our  Horfe  were  demanded  by  Cobourg  the  great! 

As  the  fate  of  Maubeuge  became  doubtful  of  I'ate. 

So  we  forwarded  kindly,  our  infantry  too, 

That  the  one  might  difperfe,  and  the  other  purfue. 

(The  dragoons,  by  the  bye,  were  the  forces  he  wanted. 

That  the  foot  would  be  welcome,  we  took  it  for  granted.) 

And*  packing  them  off  without  further  delay, 

They  halted  at  Camphain,  to  breathe  by  the  way. 

Then  our  route  we  purfuing,  reach'd  Englefontaine, 

Where  the  news  we  receiv'd  made  each  breaft  throb  witlt 

pain, 
The  dinner  was  ready  at  four,  by  the  clocks, 

And^.ic  at  the  leaft,  by  the  ftomach  of  F x. 

When  tidings  were  brought  that  the  knives,    forks,   and 

plates 
Were  delay'd  by  fome  ill  natur'd  prank  of  the  fates; 
And  a  duft  cover'd  Kaifer  reported  f  Clairfait, 
Had  been  brifkly  attack'd,  and  was  forc'd  to  give  v/ay, 


*  The  movement  oF  the  army  from  Menin,  took  place  at  day  break 
on  the  loth  of  0£lober,the  troops  were  that  night  cantoned  at  Ejiabourg^ 
jPff^,  and  other  villages  towards  lourmy  ;  on  the  iitii  they  were  en- 
tamp'd  on  the  plains  o(  Cifo'me  nea.r  Camphain,  and  halting  till  the  14th, 
inarched  and  were  cantoned  at  St.  Amand  \  on  the  15th  they  were  en, 
camp'd  at  Soltain  near  Valenciennes,  and  on  the  iBth  they  took  up  a 
pofuion  near  Englefontaine,  between  Le  Sluejnoi  and  Landrecles,  previ- 
oufly  occupied  by  fome  Auflrian  Regiments  which  were  advanced  t9 
reinforce  Clairfait. 

+  The  Auftrians,  compofing  Clai  rf  ait's  column,  had  been  incef- 
f^ntly  engaged  from  the  Ijth,  and  though  rcpuifed  with  great  llaughter, 


That  the  fiege  would  moll  likely,  e're  morning,  |)e  rais'd! 

At  this  you  may  fancy  we  all  were  amaz'd. 

None  can  ftate  what  affliftion  had  follow'd  I'm  fure  ; 

But  the  found  of  a  waggon  effefted  a  cure, 

for  the  waggon  contain'd  the  knives,   forks,  fpoons,  and 

difhes, 
And  dinner  foon  follow'd  to  crown  all  our  wifhes. 
Our  places  we  took,  and  each  man  had  his  fhare 
Of  venfon,'^'  mock  turtle,  foups^  tiirhot,  and  hare. 
No  more  did  vre  think  of  Maubeuge  or  Clairfait, 
But  drank  off  our  wine,  and  retir'd  till  next  day. 
Two  boys  on  a  plank  you  muff  often  have  feen, 
This  pois'd  high  in  air,  on  the  ground  that  has  been : 

and  a  lofs  of  12  pieces  of  cannon,  the  Republicans  renewed  their  alTauIls 
with  frelh  troops,  favoured  by  an  impenetrable  foreft,  (ha  Haye 
d^Avefnes)  the  fkirts  of  which  they  had  defended  by  numerous  pieces  of 
heavy  artillery. 

Againfl  the  left  of  Gen.  Clai rfait's  corps,  their  efforts  were  di=- 
re£led,  and  after  having  been  repeatedly  driven  from  the  village  of  }Vat' 
ilgweis,  they  ultimately  pouring  down  en  MaJJe,  carried  and  maintained 
the  poft.  All  communication  between  this  column,  and  that  commanded 
by  Gen.  De  la  Tour,  obferving  the  entrenched  Camp  near  Maubeuge, 
being  thus  cut  off,  Prince  Cob  our G  thought  it  expedient  to  abandon 
totally  his  enterprife,  and  raife  the  fiege;  accordingly  at  night,  on  the 
18th  of  Oftober,  the  Auftrians  croffing  the  river,  to©k.  up  a  pofition  on 
the  left  banks  of  the  Sambre.  Twenty  four  pieces  of  heavy  Cannon  and 
two  Howitzers  were  taken  by  the  Auftrians,  in  their  feveral  engagements; 
the  fyftem  of  defending  guns,  has,  indeed,  been  long  exploded  by  the 
French,  for  they  at  all  times  think  themfelves  repaid  for  the  lofs  of  their 
Artillery  by  gaining  a  few  additional  (hots  at  their  opponents ;  conti- 
nuing therefore  to  fire  till  the  lafi  moment^  they  frequently  abandon  theit 
field  pieces. 

Clairfait  loft  at  leafl  aooc  men  in  killed  and  wounded — It  was  re- 
ported confidently  at  the  time,  that,  when  the  different  corps  of  Auftri- 
ans were  in  motion,  the  French  dreading  the  confequences  of  a  general 
attack  which  they  conceived  Prince  Cobourc  to  have  meditated,  abair- 
doned  their  entrenched  camp  ;  if  fo,  at  the  Jame  moment  both  armies 
xnufl  have  been  retreating. 

*  An  ^z.z.^BUlefFare, 
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Ouick  as thought  they've  chang'd  places  and  balanc'd  fft  ' 

well, 
No  eyes  could  difcover  which  rofe  or  which  fell. 
So,  good  news  on  bad  flowing  faft,  left  us  here. 
Not  knowing  if  luck  or  viisfortune  was  near. 
We  determin'd,  at  length,  by  a  brifk  feu  dejoie, 
The  efFefts  of  Prince  Cobourg's  retreat  to  dellroy.. 
And  prove  the  advantage  we'd  clearly  obtain'd. 
As  WuRMSER  the  lines  had  at  Weilfenbourg  gain'd*. 
Thrice  we  fir'd  in  the  air,  thrice  like  heroes  huzza'd  1 

So  loud  it  muftfurely  the  French  have  difmay'd. • 

O,  winter  with  icicles  crown'd  come,  to  Ghent 
Drive  the  Fags,  and  let  us,  Gods!  to  England  be  fent  ; 
How  I  pant  for  the  period  when  lock'd  in  your  arms, 
I  fliall  find  a  reward  for  thefe  dreadful  alarms  !- 

*  At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on  the  13th  of  October,  General 
WuRMSER  made  his  proje£led  attack  on  the  formidable  lines  extending 
from  Lauterhourg  on  the  leftbanks  of  the  Rhine, to  TVe'iJ)enbourg,  and  th^ 
event,  after  an  engagement  of  fourteen  hours,  was  brilliant  and  fuccefs-? 
ful.  By  affault,  the  Aujlrlans,  in  fix  feparate  columns,  carried  the  nume- 
rous redoubts  which  had  been  conftrufted  in  front  of  the  Republican 
encampments.  When  the  largeft  was  taken  the  tents  were  all  found 
{landing,  and  the  colours  flying  in  the  front,  which,  with  26  pieces  of 
artillery  of  a  large  Calibre,  and  a  great  (quantity  of  ammunition,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Impeiialifts. — The  town  of  Lauterbourg  was  abandoned 
by  the  enemy,  and  taken  poffefTion  of  about  4  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
Wc'iffenbourg  held  the  alTailants  at  bay  for  feveral  hours  ;  from  the  re- 
doubts by  which  it  was  defended,  the  French  kept  up  a  heavy  and  in- 
ceffant  cannonade,  and  part  of  the  town  was  burnt  before  it  was  eva. 
cuated,  the  Republicans  fet  fire  to  all  their  Magazines  both  in  the  place 
and  at  Alftad. 

The  total  lofs  fuflained  by  Gen,  Worm=;er,  waa  eflimatcd  at  be- 
tween 7,  and  800  men  in  killed  and  wounded,  while  the  Republicans 
were  reported  to  have  had  above  3,000  killed,  and  near  600  piifoneis 
were  taken  by  the  Auftrians  :  intelligence  of  this  event  was  forwarded 
to  Prince  Cobourg,  and  the  Duke  of  Yokk,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  Imperialifts,  before  Maubeuge,  had  received  their  orders  to  crofs  the 
river  Sambre,  and  a  feu  de  joie  in  confequence  was  fired  jufl;  as  the  fiege 
was  raifed,  which  might  have  been  diHiiidlly  heard  by  tlic  French  gar, 
iCon  of  L.'r.drccies, 


LETTER  VI. 

Head  Quarters,  Abbaye,  St.  Martin> 
TovKS AY y  05c.  26,  1793- 

*The  Aid  Je-Camp  enraged,   Informs  Mifs  Lucy   of  the.  Injolence  difcernabh  h 
Camp. — High  Trcajon  defined. — Adieu  to  St.  Martinsy  Adieu  to  Toumoj, 

'TIS  ftrange  all  the  malcontents  gather  and  join. 

To  blame  us  for  quitting  the  plains  of  Cifoing*. 

And  fay  that  the  fafety  of  Flanders  depended. 

On  having  that  frontier  completely  defended. 

'Tis  a  comfort  however,  this  proves  very  plain. 

Their  cenfures  are  groundless,  and  this  I'll  maintain. 

A  foldier  onfervice  muft  hardfhips  endure, 

And  has  no  right  to  grumble,  or  mutter,  I'm  fure. 

Tho'  forc'd  in  cold  weather  to  fleep  on  the  ground. 

The  tents  left  behind,  and  no  flraw  to  be  found; 

With  fcarcely  a  batt  horfe  allow'd  in  the  line. 

He  came  here  to  fulFer,  and  wherefore  repine  ? 

He  rather  fhould  gloiy,  to  fmart  in  a  caufe. 

That  crowns  his  commanders  with  well  earn'd  applaufe. 

Who  can  judge  by  events  too,  when  oft  Luce,  mere  chance 

Proves  we're  forc'd  to  retire  where  we  meant  to  advance. 

The  chapter  of  accidents,  thus  without  doubt 

Alone,  from  Menin  our  confederates  fgrc'd  out. 


f  The  poflefTion  of  the  plains  of  C'llfoing  was  deemed  of  infinite  confc- 
quence  to  the  allies;  they  were  particularly  favourable  to  Cavalr}^and  from 
their  centrical  fituation  as  well  as  their  proximity  to  Lille,  [the  'villagehc 
Ingonly  3  leagues  and  a  quarter  from  that  fortrefs,)  troops  ftationed  there-^^ 
could,  in  a  fhort  time,  advance  to  any  point  menaced  by  the  encnvf. 


(     io6     ) 

Elfe  Hanover *s  heroes,  bewhifker'd  and  fierce, 

^¥hen  the  French  pufli'd  in  carte  would  have  anfwer'd  in 

tierce. 
Not  a  man  would  have  (hewn  fuch  a  daflardly  foul, 
As  to  dance  like  the  Dutch  when  they  pip'dCi^rm^^??^?/*. 
i^propos,  lift  to  what  has  been  faid  of  Mynheer, 
By  thefe  croakers  illib'ral,  and  ever  fevere; 


*  '*We  have  made  them  dancethecarmagnol"  is  an  exprcfllon  very  com- 
monly made  ufe  of  by  the  Republicans,  when  boafting  of  their  viftories. 
The  inhabitants  of  Menin^  when  the  Duke  of  York's  army  had  received 
orders  to  move  from  its  pofition, covering  that  town,  foretold,  that  the 
moment  the  French  were  acquainted  with  the  departure  of  the  Britifli, 
they  would  pay  them  another  c'fv'ic  vifit,  and  many  of  them  wifely  re- 
moved their  property.  As  they  fufpefted,  the  advanced  pofts  of  the 
corps  left  in  that  pofition,  compofed  of  Hanoverian  troops  and  Auf- 
trianSj  were,on  the  2lft  of  Oftober,  afTaulted,  and  the  chief  efforts  of  the 
Republicans  were  direfted  againft  fFer-vkke  and  Mount  Hallum;  the  latter 
overlooks  Menin,  snd  once  poffeffed,  renders  the  place  in  fome  degree  un- 
tenable. Though  repulfed  in  their  firll  advances,  renewing  their  at- 
tacks, they,  on  the  azd,  carried  Wernicke,  when,  without  defending 
Mount  Hallum,  the  allies  took  up  a  pofition  to  proteft  Courtray,  once 
more  abandoning  Menin,  notwithflanding  its  works  had  been  repaired, 
and  new  ones  conftrufted  with  great  labour.  Ciff'Ang  was  at  the  fame  time 
menaced  by  detachments  from  the  camp  of  Madela'wet  and  the  pofts  of 
JVillem  and  Nomain  were  forced,  but  on  the  23d,  retaken.  Their  unfuc- 
cefsful  efforts  in  that  quarter  coft  the  French  at  leafl  400  men,  and  the  In- 
ifkillings,  with  the  16th  regiment  of  Britifh  light  dragoons,  alTifted 
to  repulfe  them.  A  column  had  alfo  advanced  from  Lille  upoa 
Orchies,  but  was  driven  back  by  the  Auftrians  under  Gen.  Kray,  with 
a  lofs  of  five  pieces  of  artillery.  Thefe  attacks  were  made  in  every  di- 
reftion  at  once  by  orders  from  the  National  Convention,  and  on  the  aad, 
detachments  from  their  camps  near  Dunkirk,  poffeffed  themfelves  of 
Fumes,  advancing  upon  Nieuport,  where  they  were  checked  in  their  ca* 
leer  by  inundations.  Fort  la  Ktiocke,  and  Dixmude,  were  at  the  fame  time 
abandoned,  and  the  troops  protcftnig  them,  fell  back  to  Iborontj  covering 
the  town  of  Bruges. 

Intelligence  of  Flanders  being  thus  feriouHy  menaced,  arriving  on 
the  23d,  the  Duke  of  York's  army  quitted  Englefontame^  and  counter- 
ttarchnngi  was  again  encamped  near  Valenciennes. 


■■} 
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Who  in  council  aflembled,  in  centrical  tenf^ 

To  their  fplenetic  humours  give  fnarlingly  vent; 

But  let  them  beware  tho'  they're  free  with  the  Dutch, 

Not  to  loofen  the  reins  of  their  tongues  over  much; 

For  we've  mark'd  them,  and  Iajcy,  promotion  is  fweet. 

So  thofe  free-fpoken  gentry  had  heft  be  difcreet. 

They'd  ufe  Orange's  men  they  declare,  as  fmok'd  cheefe 

Is  by  dairy  maids  us'd,  who  on  mice  wifh  to  feize. 

For  the  Dutch  would  as  furely  French  armies  entice 

To  a  fnare,  as  fmok'd  cheefe  would  draw  pilfering  mice. 

Their  allufions  are  clear  as  the  fun  in  full  blaze ; 

They'd  as  well  fay  at  once  our  allies  run  all  ways^ 

And  ergo  receive  tant  des  infites  Frangoife, 

Such  infolence  raifes,  I  own  it,  my  paflion, 

And  I  can't  for  my  life,  forbear  laying  the  lafli  on ; 

Till  the  ground   was    mark'd  out,    as  we're  told  they 

complain, 
At  having  been  drenc'd*  a  few  hours  in  the  rain. 
As  if  we  the  elements  rul'd,  and  with  eafe 
Could  call  down  fine  weather  whenever  we  pleafe. 
The  fa6l  was,  to  pleafe  the  good  folks  a  Tournay ; 
In  the  evening  we  loung'd  to  a  box  at  the  play. 
And  debating  on  meafures  to  profperthe  Hate, 
Midnight  oil wsiS  confum'd,  nor  was  down  prefs'd,  till  late; 
And  thus,  by  a  trifling  indulgence  in  bed, 
Thefe  unmerited  cenfures — drew  on  his  head, 

*  On  the  24th,  tlie  tents  were  pitched  at  the  camp  of  Maulde,  near  St. 
jimand,  and  at  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the  25th,  the  troops  were  put 
once  more  in  motion.  The  diftance  they  had  to  march  not  exceeding 
8  miles  and  a  quarter,  they  reached  their  ground  at  Eer,  near  Tournay, 
much  fooner  than,  according  to  all  appearances  had  been  expefted,  for 
halting  on  the  Chaitjjee,  they  were  for  fome  time  expofed  to  drenching 
lfi.iv,  before  the  lines  of  the  encampment  were  traced  out. 


(    io8    } 

To  ev'ry  department  they'd  lay  down  the  law. 
And  canvas  the  bread,  nay  the  forage  and  ftraw ;  ;., 

'Tis  envy,  fheer  envy,  that  loud  makes  them  cry,  ;  >, 

And  induc'd  them  an  Aid-de-Camp's  cart,  by  the  bye. 
To  turn  out  by  main  force  from  their  line,  'twas  high 

treafon^ 
And  this  was,  forfooth,  what  they  gave  for  a  reafon. 
Their  own  were  hy  orders  forbade  to  be  there. 
And  -di  family  man  in  their  hardfhips  fhould  fliare ; 
Yet  nothing  could  equal  his  great  condefcenfion, 
To  his  a  devant  regnunt;  and  wondrous  attention, 
As  he  pafs'd  by  fome  officers  chatting  together, 
He  faid  "  How  d'ye  do,  and  remark'd  'tw^as  fine  weather.'* 
Br— K  W-TS-N  they  tell  us,  his  deputies  too, 
Has  left  all  his  intricate  bus'nefs  to  do. 
And  hopp'd  off  to  BrulTels,  le  co^ur  toujours  gaie. 
While  the  horfes  look  pitioufly  round  them  for  hay. 
So  fharp  are  their  ribs,  and  fo  rough  are  their  coats, 
You  perceive  that  they've  tailed  more  whipcord  than  oats  *, 
But  Brookey  will  tell  them  a  plaiijible  tale, 
And  make  them  believe  that  a  flail's  not  a  flail  ! 
To  Camphaint  to  morrow  our  rout  we  purfue, 
And  bid  to  the  monks  of  St,  Martin's  adieu. 
Jt  grieves  me  to  leave  the  good  fathers  I  own, 
Where  fuch  comfort  and  real  enjoyment  we've  known, 

*  When  at  the  camp  of  Maulde  no  forage  could  be  poffibly  procured 
for  the  worn-down  and  jaded  horfes,  till  the  batt  men  with  difficulty 
procured  a  very  fcanty  portion  from  the  Aujir'ian  commUJarics  ! 

+  The  plains  of  Ciffoing  were,  it  was  apprehended,  in  poffefTion  of  the 
Trench,  who  had  eflablifhed  pofts  along  the  marque  from  Lille.  To  re- 
occupy  thofe  plains,  and  to  retake  Mcn'w,  the  Duke's  forces  were,  on  the 
27th,  in  motion,  and  advanced  towards  Camphain. 

While  Flanders  was  thus  threatened  with  invafion,  the  accounts  of 
General  Wurmser's  operations   on  the   left  banks  of  the  Rhine  wei-« 


(     109    ) 

This  change,  tho'  unpleafant,  I'll  bear  like  a  man, 
And  make  myfelf  happy  as  long  as  I  can. 
All  the  news,  when  we're  fettled,  my  charmer  fliall  hear, 
'Till  when,  I  remain,  her  adorer  fincere ! 


favourable.  Haguenau  was  evacuated  on  the  17th  of  Oftober,  and  the 
Republicans  retreating  took  up  a  pofition  behind  the  river  Zorn^  which 
runs  through  Brumpt.  Perceiving  an  intewal  between  the  advanced  corps 
(amounting  to  about  6  000  men,  formed  under  Gen.  Max.aroe's)  and  the 
main  body  of  the  Auftrians,  which  had  pufhed  on,  upon  the  fall  oi  Ha^ 
quaneau,  the  French  paffed  the  river,  and  with  their  whole  force  alTauIted 
Gen.  Mazaroc's,  with  a  view,  by  gaining  his  flank,  of  cutting  him  off 
from  the  grand  army.  After  an  engagement  of  feven  hours,  upon  Gen. 
Wurmsur's  moving  forwards,  they  recroffed  the  Zorn,  with  a  lofs  of 
above  8co  men  in  killed  and  wounded,  evacuating  the  heights  and  tjwn 
of  Brumpt.  WuRmsur  in  this  affair  fuftained  a  lofs  of  near  400  Auftrians. 
The  Prince  oiTFaldeck's  corps  at  tlie  fame  time  advancing  from  the  poft  of 
SetXy  along  the  Rhine,  took  Drugenhe'm,  and  driving  in  the  outpolls,  ef- 
fefted  the  inveftiture  of  Fort  Louis.  The  troops  behind  the  Zorn  re- 
treated in  the  night  under  the  very  walls  of  Stmjbourg,  and  Gen,  W(-  rm- 
sur's  army  encamped  within  3  leagues  of  that  ftrorgfortrefs* 


LETTER  VII. 

Heab-Ouarters,  Camphain,  No-j.  8,  1793. 

JJ'vance  to  Camphaln.— Affair  of  Lamoi.—Recapture   of  Mcmn.—Sfmtei 
Defence  of  Nieuport.— Redemption  of  Plunder s.—CloJe  of  the  Campaign, 

"  ARMS  and  the  man  I  fmg,"  wliofe  Veteran  bands^/ 
Redeem'd  from  Frenchraans' gripe,  fair  Belgia's  lands  ! 
O  !  to  defcribe  the  fcenes,  my  mufe  defcend,  ,  ^, 

An  humble  votary  for  once  befriend.  > 

Aid  him  to  fliew  what  valiant  troops  could  ao^ 
And  let  his  praife  their  glorious  fteps  purfue. 
Say,  how  they  drove  the  foe  from  Ciffoing's  ^  plain  ; 
Their  fpeed  impeded  by  the  heaps  of  flain ; 

*  On  the  ,27th  of  Oflober,  an  advanced  fquadron  of  the  2d,  or  Quccn'i 
regiment  of  dragoon  guards,  fell  in  at  the  village  of  Sanghin,   with  a  pic- 
quet  of  French  infantry,  formed    of  6  officers,   and  \^o  men,  on  theif 
retreat  acrofs  the  plains  towards  LfX(?rw5. They  killed  near  50  on  the  fpot^ 
and  with  their  broad  fwords  cut  up  the  reft  in  fuch  a  manner  (as  they  had 
formed  a  hollow    fquare,  and  made  a  brave  defence)  that  not  above  a 
dozen  men  efcaped  unhurt.     In  a  nioft  mangled  ftate,  nearly  lOo  mifcr- 
able  ohjefts  were  ferought  as  prifoncrs  to  the  Duke*s  head-quarters  ;  an. 
other  fquadron  of  the  ^een's,  and  fome  Auftrian  Huffars,  having  joined 
in  the  purfuit.      The  latter  troops,  keeping  back  till  their  enemies  were 
thrown  into  confufion  by  the  Britifh  charge,  were  then  guilty  of  moft 
unpardonable  cruelties,  for  after  cutting  with  their  fabres   till  they  had 
tired  both  hands,   by  way  of  refplte  from  their  labours,  they  drew  their 
piftols  from  their  holflers,  and  fired  into  the  heaps  of  wounded.     Every 
poffible  afliftance  was  given  to  the   fuffering   Frenchmen    at   Camphain, 
all  the  fargeons  in    the  camp  were  fent    to    drefs  their  wounds,  and  his 
Koyal  Highnefs,  the  commander  in  chief,  humanely  ordered  wine  and 
food  to  be  diftributed  amongft  them,  ere  they  were  carried  off  to  Tour- 
aaay.     Inftances  of  ferocity,  and  more  than  favage  barbarity,  in  the  light 
cavalry   of  his  Imperial  Majefty,    were  very  frequent  :  the  following  is 
one  amongft  a  number  that  occured  during  the  Campaign  of  x  793.     They 
were  generally  cntrufted  with  the  conveyance  of  prifoners,  and  one  of 


(  >>»  ) 

Till  raercy  bade  the  conquerors  forbear, 

And  as  they  knew  to  vanquifh,  know  how  to  fpare. 

My  heroics  muft  charm  you,  dear  Luce,  I  contend, 
Yet  I  think  to  my  old  ftyle  again  I'll  defccnd. 
The  fublime  to  the  Cheefe  Mongers  padeth  away, 
While  Crambo  like  this,  lives  its  year  and  a  day. 
Be  it  mine  to  compofe  then  in  durable  lays, 
As  I  ne'er  could  the  drooping  furvive  of  my  bays ; 
One  fprig,   midft  my  laurels  will  flourifh  I  hope, 
Tho'  I  aim  not  with  Anna  Matilda  to  cope  ; 
Nor  have  I,  like  fair  Laura,  my  Trumpet,   to  tell 
How  my  works  are  admir'd,  by  that  Oracle  Bell  ! 
Permit  not,  dear  Luce,  any  blue  flocking  dame. 
To  bandv  about  my  unfortunate  name  ; 
Where  Bella's  triumphantly  feated  in  Hate, 
Spare,   fpare  me  the  curfe,  on  his  nod  to  await. 
Rather  into  the  fea  let  my  letters  be  thrown. 
To  Neptune  direfted,  ^nA  pendant  a  ftone. 
But  I  feel  myfelf  rous'd,  'tis  a  call  from  the  Mufe, 
And  your  time  with  digreiTions,  no  more  I'll  abufe, 
Moft  \\'onderful  feats  *  fmce  my  laft  we've  atchiev'd. 
Have  re-taken  Menin,  and  Nieuport  have  reliev'd. 


them  having  charge  of  a  wounded  officer,  reined  in  his  horfe  as  he  was 
conduftiag  him,  and  prefent.ing  a  piftol  and  ball  cartridge,  ordered  tht: 
unfortunate  Republican  to  load  and  then  return  it.  His  wifiies  uerc 
complied  with,  and  the  wretch,  in  cold  blood,  blew  out  the  unprotefted 
Fiencbman's  brains  with  the  contents  ! 

*  General  Walmoden  had,  on  the  26th  of  Oclober,  advanced  to 
Courtray,  and  placing  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  forces  which  had  re- 
occupied  the  camp  at  A-I^r.in,  an  attack  to  re-occupy  that  town  was,  un- 
der his  dire<5lions,  intended  to  have  taken  place  upon  the  2St/j,  in  con^ 
jua£lion  with  the  corps  under  General  Bushe,  at  fFarcur.^  and  that  com- 
manded by  the  Heflian  General  De  Wi;r  mb,  near  Ti'crcaf.  The  Re- 
pijblicans,  however,  crofiing  the  canal  of  T^res^  and  approaching  Nieu* 


(  »>^-  ) 

l)rlv*n  the  French  from  Lannol,  in  a  flyle  Brittaniqii^i 
And  depriv'd  of  five  guns  La  Nouvelk  Republique, 
But  my  friend,  in  whofe  temper  is  feen  to  unite 
The  lion  and  lamb  loft  his  arm  in  my  fight. 
In  the  field,  who  on  earth  more  courageous  could  be. 
In  cam.p  who  fo  mild,   who  fo  gentle  as  he  ? 

forty  General  De   Wurmb  fell   back   u^on  Ghijiel,  to  cover  Bruges  and 
Oflend  ;  confequcnily  the  attack  on  Menin  was  delayed. 

Nicuport  was  garrifoned  by  the  53d  regiment  of  Britifb  infantry,  muf- 
tcring  at  the  time  about  4,00^©  rhen,  and  two  weak  battalions  of  HefTian 
infantry,  under  Colonel  De  Wuf-me,  the  commandant.  The  firfl  ap- 
proaches to  invell  the  fortrefs  were  made  by  two  columns  of  the  Repub- 
licans from  Dunkirk,  upon  the  2 2d  of  Oftober  ;  and  the  Emigrants  and 
Heffians  occupying  FurneSy  were,  after  making  a  very  fteady  lefiflance, 
driven  back  by  a  fuperior  force.  Under  a  heavy  fire  kept  up  upon  them, 
till  they  reached  the  very  gates  of  Nieuport,  they  retreated  in  the  greatell 
order.  A  few  fhot  and  fhells  were  then  difcharged  againft  the  town  ; 
the  befiegers,  however,  without  having  done  much  damage,  were  driven 
tack  bv  the  firing  from  the  ramparts.  In  the  night  they  conftrufted  a 
temporary  ^a«^«e«e,  and  mounting  a  few  field  pieces  and  howitzers,  after 
an  inefTeftual  fummons,  on  the  23d,-  fired  briikly  on  the  place.  Re- 
courfc  was  then  had  to  the  inundations,  which  obliged  the  Republicans 
to  change  their  ground,  and  filing  round  by  Fumes  they  took  up  a  po- 
fition  on  the  coafl  fide  of  JsHeuport.  Advancing  to  the  number  of  about 
2,000  men,  upon  the  25th,  they  carried  fevefal  of  the  out-ivorks,  keep- 
ing up  an  inceffant  fire  of  mnfquetiy  from  day-break  till  five  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  when  darknefs  forced  them  to  defift.  The  53d  loft  ort 
that  day  Ueut.  Latham,  and  12  rank  and  file  in  killed,  and  Capt.  Fer- 
gufon,  and  32  in  wounded.  Undercover  of  a  farm  houfe,  and  an  ex, 
tenfive  barn,  the  French  conllrufted  in  the  night,  a  formidable  battery^ 
and  at  day-break  on  the  26th,  opening  feveral  heavy  guns  and  mortarS^ 
commenced,  and  inceffanlly  continued,  the  bombardment  of  the  fortrefs^ 
■which  was  much  deftroyed,  and  many  of  the  houffis  converted  into  heaps 

of  ruins. 

On  the  28th,  the  firing  was  particularly  biifk,  and  on  the  29th,  Sif 
Charles  Grey  having  arrived  with  reinforcements  at  Oftend,  dif- 
patched  Major  General  Dundas  with  the  42d  regiment,  and  4  light 
companies  to  fupport  the  garrifon  ;  ammunition  and  a  fupply  of  men 
were  alfo  forwarded  by  Admiral  M'Bride.  They  arrived  abdut  noofi, 
and  in  ihc  night  the  troops  difcovered  from  the  ramparts,  that  the  farm 
houfe  wa?  in  flames,  as  well  as  feveral  barns  and  other  buildings  in  the 
rearof  the  befiegers.  This  circumftance  inducedthe  cortimandant  to  think 
thev  had  retreated,  which  was  at  day-light  on  the  jolh,  found  to  be  the 


(    "3    ) 

My  fketcli,  fure,  moll  clearly,  mufl  Thornton*  (lifplay» 
His  name  I  infert,  as  it  honours  my  Lay  ; 


cafe.  They  left  behind  them  4  of  the  Britifh  iron  24  pounders  (abaa 
doned  on  the  retreat  from  Dunkirk)  and  2  mortars. 

In  addition  to  the  Britifh  killed  and  wounded  on  the  25th,  the  42d 
had  on  the  29th,  1  Icrjeant  killed,  and  2  men  wounded.  The  Heflians 
had  4  privates  killed  ;  4  officers,  I  furgeon,  5  ferjeants,  and  29  privates 
wounded.  Captain  Wilson  of  the  Britifh  artijlcry,  and  about  30  men 
under  his  command  were  conflantly  employed,  both  day  and  night,  and 
gained  the  higheft  credit. 

from  the  extent  of  their  encampment,  the  forces  colle£led  for  this 
enterprize,  could  not  have  amounted,  it  was  thought,  to  much  lefs  than 
8,000  men.  Had  Nieuport  fallen,  the  French  would  have  immediately 
advanced  upon  Oftend,  where,  as  it  was  the  principal  ilepot  of  the  Britijb 
army,  they  would  in  a  feiv  hours  have  burnt  the  flores  and  fhipping  in. 
that  port,  which  could  not  poflibly  have  been  removed.  The  fpinted 
defence,  therefore,  made  by  the  garrifon  of  Nieuport,  and  the  timely 
arrival  of  Sir  Charles  Grey's  forces,  faved  many  millior^  to  this 
country. 

*  The  recapture  of  Menin  being  fbill  determined  upon,  as  a  meafure 
abfolutely  necelfary  ;  reinforcements  were  fent  to  Lieut.  Gen.  Bushe, 
who  had  regained  the  poll  of  Moucron-,  and  Genl.  Walmoden  was 
direfted  on  the  29th  to  advance  upon  the  town,,  while  General  Bushe» 
with  his  corps,  attacked  Mount  Hallufiu  To  create  a  diverfion,  and  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Republicans  from  the  real  object  of  the  confederates, 
two  battalions  of  Auftrians,  with  two  twelve-pounders  and  fome  how-- 
itzers,  under  the   command  of  Myjor  General  Wermck,  with   the 


flank 


battalion,  and  that  of  the  3d  regiment  of  Britifh  guards,  a  fquadron  of 
the  nth,  and  one  of  the  ijth  light  dragoons,  with  alfo  two  i2-pound-. 
ers  and  fome  howitzers,  forming  a  detatchment  under  the  direftion  of 
General  Abercro.mbie,  psoceededto  attack  Lanno'i,  which  the  French 
having  defended  by  entrenchments,  occupied  with  a  force  of  ijjcomen. 
The  twelve-pounders  were  brought  up  within  a  fmall  diHance  of  the 
town,  and  a  brifk,  and  well  directed  fire  commenced,  which  was  an- 
swered by  the  French;  Captain  Sutherland  ading  as  engineer  m 
chief,  was  flruck  by  a  cannon  ball,  while  riding  in  front  of  the  3d  regi- 
ment of  guards,  he  furvived  his  wound  but  a  few  moments.  Lieutenant 
Thornton  had  the  direftion  of  one  of  the  twelve-pounders,  from  which 
he  had,  with  great  effeft,  kept  up  an  uninterrupted  fire  upon  the  enemy  ; 
it  was  thought  right  to  bring  up  to  that  point  a  howitzer,  and  the  mo- 
ment his  gun  was   filenced  on  that  accQunt^  he  perceived  the  French  artiU 

VOL,    I.  I 


•Yet  tlio'  true  to  its  aim,  was  the  mifchievous  ball, 
That  he  ftill  may  furvivc,   is  the  wifh  of  us  alL 
We've  to  mourn  too  the  tall  of  our  chief  engineer, 
Urg'd  by  zeal  forth  he  fallied,   a  brave  Volunteer  ! 
Much  merit  accompanied  Sutherland's  Shade, 
And  dearly,  alas,  for  his  valour  we've  paid. 
So  alluring  his  manners,  full  many  a  tear, 
When  his  fate  is  announced,  will  be  dropp'd  on  his  bier» 
As  Grimalkin  prowls  forth,   Avhen  by  fhadows  of  night, 
Conceal'd,  timid  moufe  from  thy  far  piercing  fight ; 
With  caution  draws  near,   of  her  prey  making  furc, 
When  moll  fhe  had  fancied  the  covert  fecure : 
Or,  as  fportfmen  in  filence  the  thickets  furround, 
And   fpread  their    clofe   nets,    when   the    covey  they've 
found, 


Itry-vatn  traverje  iht  one  oppofed  to  him;   and  they  took  an  aim  fo  ac- 
curate, that  his  right  arm  was  carried  ofF  upon  the  firfl  diicharge. 

Upon  the  guns  being  advanced  ftill  nearer  to  the  town,  the  French  in 
garrifon  gave  way,  filing  off  in  two  divifions  towards  LUk,  and  towards 
Jloubaix.  The  light  dragoons  were  called  for,  and  purfued  them,  charge 
irig  over  trees  which  had  been  cut  down,  forming  a  kind  of  abbatis  before 
the  place.  Nearly  lOO  men  were  killed  and  wounded  by  the  cavalry, 
and  they  returned  with  59  made  prifoners.  The  Aullrians  took  alfo  near 
100  prifoners,  and  the  Gazettes  computed  the  total  lofs  of  the  Republi- 
cans at  between  2  and  3c o  men  in  killed.  The  Imperialifls  and  Bri- 
tiili  troops  fufFered  but  little  in  comparifon,  as  the  place  was  carried  en- 
tirely by  a  cannonade  ;  and  the  infantry,  forming  to  protefi  the  guns,  were 
but  little  expofed;  only  a  privates  of  the  guards  were  wounded,  i  pri, 
vate  of  the  light  dragoons  was  killed,  and  5  were  wounded.  Lieutenant 
RuTHERFOiD  of  the  engineers,  advanced  with  the  light  cavaliy,  and, 
iniilaken  for  a  Frenchman,  owing  to  his  wearing  at  the  time  over  his 
uniform  a  pLjin  blue  furtout,  received  a  coup  de  fabre  on  the  head  from 
one  of  the  j?;-zV/)%  light  dragoons,  while  humanely  endeavouring  to  fave 
the  life  of  a  wounded  Republican  officer. 

As  is  not  unfrequent'y  the  cafe,  the  feint  attacl- v^'is  /:£•;-(?  more  ferious 
than  that  which  it  was  alone  intended  to  favour,  for,  the  night  preced-r 
jng  the  affair  of  Lannoi,  Menin  had  been  evacuated,  and  the  Republicans 
-Retired  at  the  fame  time  from  before  Ypres. 


In  v^in  fearful  trembrers  !  ye  flutter  and  beat 

Your  breads  Vainft  the  loop-holes,  to  force  a  retreat* 

No  more,  for  tight  drawn,  the  circuitous  fnare 

Shall  your  pinions  refouiiding  divide  the  light  air  t 

•So,    the  Auflrians  came  pounce   on  the  French  at  Mar- 

chiennes,* 
Ere  Luna  had  ftole  to  Endyniion  again. 
The  double  fnak'd  rod  had  been  wav'd  o'er  each  head,    • 
Ev'ry  man  was  furpriz'd,   and  was  rous'd  from  his  bed. 
Their  lives  to  fecure,   to  a  convent  they  flew, 
Perceiving  the  Kaifers  already  in  view. 
At  difcretion  furrender'd,  and  mercy  was  fnewn, 
"For  a  foe  once  fubdued,  as  a  foe's  no  more  known. 


*  Marchlennes,  a  town  within  3  leagues  of  St.  Amand,  was  ftlH 
in  the  poffeflion  of  the  Republicans,  who  had  advanced  from  Douai. 
Eight  battalions  of  Auflrlan  infantry  were  therefore  ordered,  under 
"General  Kray  to  march  and  difpoflefs  them.  This  force,  divided  in- 
to 3  columns,  each  preceded  by  %  officers  and  60  vohinteers,  lapported 
ty  300  men,  was  put  in  motion,  at  midr.lgbt  on  the  29th,  and  at  the 
fame  time,  four  columns  were  detached  by  General  Otto,  from  Dsnalnfur 
/'  Efcaut,  that  the  place  might  be  alTaulted  on  ail  fides  at  once.  The  lat- 
ter troops  were,  however,  difcovered  by  the  French  picquets.  and  pre- 
vented from  accomplilhing  their  purpofc.  Thofe  under  General  KRAY^ 
one  column  keeping  along  the  Chauflee  leading  from  Orchies,  and  the 
others  advancing  upon  their  lefty  arrived,  without  being  perceived,  within 
a  fhort  diftance  of  Marchlennes.  The  volunteers  heading  the  firil  column, 
fell  in  with  a  picquet  about  2C0  yards  from  the  gate  of  Orchies,  and, 
bayonetting  the  gieater  part  of  them,  purfued  thofe  who  fled  fo  clofely, 
that  they  entered  the  town  before  the  alarm  was  given.  The  French 
affembled  in  confufion  in  the  market-place,  and  afterwards  took  fhelter 
■Jn  a  convent,  where  they  offered  to  capitulate,  and  furrendered  prifoners 
of  war  to  the  number  of  1629;  upon  their  officers  being  permitted  to 
wear  their  fide-arms.  Twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  and  22  tumbrils  taken 
in  the  town,  were  the  next  morning  brought  to  the  Britifh  camp,  near 
■Cair.fhain.  General  Kray's  corps  loft  between  70  and  80  men  in  killed 
and  wounded  :  the  French  prifoners  eftimated  the  lofs  on  their  fide  at 
nearly  3c  o. 
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Thus  Flanders  is  cleared  ;*  and  thus  gloiioufly  ends 
This  Campaign,  and  we  vifit  the  Fathers,  our  friends. 

*  Thus  was  fi  uftrated  the  menaced  invafion  cf  the  low  countries  in 
every  diredion,  and  the  late  feafon  of  the  year,  as  well  as  the  heavy 
rains  then  prevalent,  induced  Prince  Coeourg  to  determine  upon  plac- 
ing thetroops  in  winter  quarters.  Thofe  with  the  Duke  of  York  by 
continually  marching  and  counter-marchings  were  much  harraffed,  though 
they  had  not,  fince  the  retreat  from  Dunkirk,  been  as  much  mjire  as  their 


Jies. 


Such  was  the  wetnefs  of  the  feafon,  while  they  were  encamped  near 
Camphain,  that  the  foldiers  every  morning  might  be  feen  ladhg  the  wa- 
ter from  their  tents  by  hat-fulh\  they  were  but  fcantily  provided il 
-with  firaw,  and  confequently  fell  rapidly  fick;  two  or  three  men  of  the 
guards  were  fo  afFeded,  that  they  dropped  down  and  died,  when  formed 
on  the  ^TxxzAt  for  p'icquet  !  one  in  particular  was  a  corporal  of  the  3d  re- 
giment, who,  the  preceeding  day,  appeared  in  perfeft  health.  The  ge- 
neral hofpiial  at  Tournay  was  filled  with  invalids,  and  the  inattention 
to  their  comforts,  which  has  fince  arifen  to  fuch  a  fliameful  height,  was 
even  at  that  early  period  of  the  war  confpicuous  in  the  medical  deprat- 
ment.  Two  men  were  often  placed  in  the  fame  bed,  the  one  complain- 
ing oizdyfentery,  theother  of  z putrid fe-ver  ;  death  to  both  patients  ufually 
cnfued  from  fuch  ignorance,  added  to  other  inllances  of  inhuman  treat- 
ment and  negledt,  and  the  mortality  was  confequently  ^r^^^  Sour  Bur- 
gundy,  vjhkh  was  fubftituted  (or  port -wine,  as  it  could  be  purchafed  at 
the  rate  of  about  ten-pence  a  bottle,  was  the  only  liquor  ferved  out  to  the 
fick,  heightening  f«  ^.-Htr^/ their  diforders  :  and  a  regimental furgeon  who 
had  the  iveaknefs  to  feel  fcjr  his  fufFering  fellow  creatures,  paffing  through 
the  hofpital  one  day,  when  ahfent  from  the  camp,  to  vifit  the  patients  of 
his  own  battalion,  was  called  on  to  procure  them  -water  to  moiften  their 
parched  lips,  as  they  had  not,  they  declared,  for  many  hours,  been 
furniflied  with  a  drop  of  any  kind  of  liquid  ! 

"  ^is  taUafandoy   temperet   a  lachrymis.F" 
The  Britlfli  army  entered  their  winter  cantonments  on  the  9th  of  Kov. 
the   heavy  cavalry,  and  infantry  battalions,  occupying  Tourney,    where* 
there  were  extenfive  barracks. 

The  accounts  of  the  operations  on  the  left  banks  of  the  Rhine  conti- 
nued favourable  ;  on  the  25th  of  Odtober,  the  right  wing  of  the  army 
before  Strafoourg  was  completely  routed  by  General  Wurmser's  corps, 
with  a  lofs  of  14  pieces  of  artillery,  a  great  quantity  of  tents  and  mili- 
tary fl:ores  ;  the  Auftrians  by  this  vidlory  gained  alfo  an  important  pofi- 
tlonat  fFantxe^iau,  v/hhin  two  leagues  of  Strafbourg.  Wurmser  was 
in  his  turn  attacked  in  various  points  upon  the  27th,  but  repulfed  hi« 
affailants,  and  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Republicans,  in  both  engagements. 


(     «17     ) 

To-morro\^',  in  tiiumpli,  we  enter  Tournay, 

The  cooks  and  the  7?2ules  are  ah-eady  away. 

My  laurels,  fweet  Gh-1,  foon  expeft  at  your  feet! 

In  the  curricle,  how  we  lliall  dafh  thro'  each  flrcet  \ 

Make  ready  the  elegant  neat  vis-a-vis, 

That  holds  fo  exaftly  my  Lucy  and  me  ; 

Trim — but  halt,  filly  pen,  nor  prefume  to  declare, 

All  the  boundlefs  delight  I  (hall  tafte  vvith  my  Fair  ! 

■was  computed  at  not  lefs,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  mifling,  than  3,000 
men. 

Fort  Louis  was  bombarded  on  the  loth  of  Xovcmber,  and,  after  fuf- 
taining  a  fiege  of  four  days,  fnrrendered  to  the  Auftrians,  who  had  24 
men  killed  before  the  place,  and  about  30  wounded;  the  garrifon  con- 
fided of  4,roo  men,  they  were  made  prifoners  of  war,  and  112  pieces  of 
artillery  of  different  callibres;  15  caifTons,  and  a  large  fupply  of  live 
flock,  fell  alfo  into  the  hands  of  the  befiegers. 

To  return  to  the  low  countries,  the  French  Lad  coIle<5led  in  force  at 
Popet-inge;  and  Colonel  S.vlis,  the  commandant  of  Ypres,  with  a  part 
of  his  garrifon,  fallied  forth  in  order  to  diflodge  them,  on  the  16th  of 
November  :  without  any  lofs  on  his  fide,  he  took  pofleGion  of  the  pofi, 
making  4  officers,  and  40  privates,  prifoners  of  war  ;  the  main  body  hav- 
ing retreated  upon  the  firf:  appearance  of  his  troops. 
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SKETCH 
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LETTER  I. 


From  Capt.  ]OHi^ ^  of  bis  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander   in   Cb'tsf's 

Family^  to  Capt.  THOMAS ,  Miss  LUCY  LOVEGROVE's 

favourite  A'ld-de-Camp  in  England. 

Ccntaining  an  Account  of  the  variou:  Amufementi  in  Winter  garters,  and  a 

Description  of  the  Ball  given  at   Ghent,    in  Honour' of  her 

BRITANNIC  MAJESTY'S  Birth  Day. 

Head  Quarters,  Ghent,  Jan.  20,  1794- 

IN  England,  alas !  I've  no  kind  hearted  fair 

To  greet  me  with  fmiles,  and  a  welcome  prepare ; 

No  Lucy  to  dazzle  my  fight  with  her  charms,  , 

To  meet  me  at  Dover,"^  and  fly  to  my  arms. 

Yet  envy  has  never  once  enter'd  my  breaft , 

And  I  truly  rejoice  that  my  friend  is  fo  blefs'd  ; 

Inferior  our  pleafures,  yet  ftill  I'm  content, 

With  the  trifling  amufements  afforded  by  Ghent. 

The  reception  t  we  met  with,  I  needs  mufl  confefs, 

Lack'd  much  of  their  wonted  extoll'd  politefTe  ; 

*  Alluding  to  a  leitetyfupprej/hd,  from  Mifs  Lucy  Lovegrove's  fa. 
vourite  Aid-de-Camp,  to  his  friend,  upon  his  landing  at  Dover, 

+  When  the  guards  marched  through  Ghent  on  their  way  to  join 
Prince  Cobourg's  army  in  April  1793,  they  were  uftiercd  into  the  town 
by  bells  ringing  from  every  fteeple,  amidft  the  loudeft  acclamations  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  Nobleffe  were  anxious  to  have  officers  Quartered 
upon  their  houfes,  and  overwhelmed  them  with  civilities.  The  places  of 
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Till  finding  John  Bull  on  his  rights  would  infill, 

The  Ghentois  agreed  'twas  in  vain  to  perfift, 

"  Oue  faire  ?  ces  Anglois  font  des  Gens  entetes !" 

And  wide  flew  their  doors  without  further  delay, 

Dripping  wet  our  poor  men  obtain'd  roofs  o'er  their  heads, 

And  tailed  once  more  the  enjoyment  of  beds. 

Good  barracks  *  and  beef  will  their  vigor  reftore, 

And  make  them  as  ftout  as  our  Britons  of  yore  ; 

But  let  me,  dear  Tom,  ere  I  finifh  my  fcrawl, 

An  outline  attempt  of  our  elegant  ball. 

f'or  a  fortnight  preceding  this  grand  celebration, 

Our  buftiing  denoted /«/^r3  preparation  : 

What  profufion  of  pheafants  and  woodcocks  were  feen. 

That  render'd  their  lives  up,  to  honor  the  Queen ; 

All  the  ftreets  round  Head  Quarters  with  feathers  were 

And  m.any  a  mother  bewail'd  her  fond  brood,    [flrew'd, 

F X  anxious  that  all  fhould  be  perfeftly  nice 

Lent  both  his  French  Cook,  and  his  friendly  advice ; 
But  what  guells  fhould  be  bidden,  and  where  draw  the 
Were  delicate  queftions,  and  hard  to  define.  [line, 

public  amufement  were  thrown  open,  and  ridottos  given  to  welcome  the 
Britilh  troops,  and  pay  a  proper  compliment  to  their  Commander  in 
Chief.  It  mull  however  be  recoUefted,  they  were  then  birds  of  paflage; 
far  different  was  the  reception  they  met  with  when  they  entered  the 
town  to  take  up  their  fettled  winter  quarters,  the  i6th  of  December, 
after  a  fatiguing  march  in  rainy  weather.  Many  of  the  officers  might 
have  palTed  the  night  in  the  open  ftreets,  had  they  not  forcibly  made 
their  quarters  good. 

■"  The  barracks  at  Ghent  were  extremely  commodious,  and  it  was  no 
little  luxury  to  the  poor  foldiersto  find  themfelves  in  fuchfnugand  comfort- 
able births,  after  toiling  through  a  fevere  and  harrafling  Campaign  ;  at 
the  clofe  of  which,  their  tents  had  been  pitched  upon  fuch  marfhy 
ground,  that  they  were  generally,  owing  to  the  frequent  and  heavy  rains, 
half  full  of  water.  They  had  recovered  furprizingly  at  Tournay,  but  at 
Ghent  the  Tick  lia  decleafed  daily. 
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At  length  'twas  decreed,  *  Countefs  M — r — Y  fliould  fix 
Who  were  worthy  with  fo  many  Grandees  to  mix ; 
And  an  Aid-de-Camp  poll  was  irnmediately  fent 
To  crave  her  advice,  Supreme  Ruler  of  Ghent. 
Without  any  diftin6lion,  fhe  faid  that  each  friend 
Of  her  own,  and  the  Bifhop'st,  was  fit  to  attend: 
But  the  Bourgeois,  mechanical  filthy  Cannaille, 
Mufl  all  be  excluded,  to  do  things  injiyk. 
Jack  M — r — y  was  voted  M.  C.  for  the  night, 
As  then  we  were  certain  that  all  would  be  right ; 
What  man  for  the  flation  fo  proper  could  be  ? 
So  aftive,  well  bred,  or  fo  graceful  as  he  ? 
A  grand  feu-de-joie  in  the  morning,  was  fir'd 
By  horfe  and  by  foot,  which  was  greatly  admir'd ; 
It  fmoothly  went  ofF,  indeed  how  could  we  doubt  it. 
When  Sir  J — m — m — 's  (uccei^or,  fuel? pains  took  about  it. 
He  fhew'dthem  the  method  to  march,  form,  and  wheel. 
Till  he  blunted  his  pen  J,  though  the  point  was  of  fteel ! 

*  Countefs  M — r — y  gave  very  elegant  weekly  parties,  and  was  re- 
garded as  the  leader  of  fafliion  and  etiquette  at  Ghent.  Cards  and 
dancing  took  their  turns  alternately,  but  upon  a  hint  from  the  Duke, 
the  tables  were  fent  up  flairs  to  the  lumber  garret,  and  the  fiddlers  were 
decreed  a  permanent  fitting  every  Wednefday  Evening.  Her  hufband 
was  an  old  general  officer  in  the  Emperor's  fervice,  and  either  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Town,  or  officiating  in  that  capacity. 

i  The  Bifhop  of  Ghent  commenced  his  career  in  life  as  a  Soldier,  and 
though  he  had  exchanged  the  fword  for  the  crofier,  he  flill  retained  a 
natural  partiality  for  the  military,  and  contributed  much  to  the  amufe- 
ment  of  the  officers  in  garrifon,  by  pleafant  Sunday  parties.  A  general 
invitation  for  the  ball  had  been  given  to  all  thofe  ladies  and  gentlemen 
of  the  town  who  were  admitted  to  his  houfe  ;  but  as  it  was  afterwards 
thought  necelTary  to  iffue  tickets,  ia  the  hurry  of  inferting  names, 
many,  who  would  have  been  included  in  the  general  InvitatioTif  were 
overlooked. 

X  The  line  marched  through  the  Bruges-Gate,  and  was  formed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Canal,  with  the  cavalry  on  the  flanks.  The  orders  given 
for  this  purpofe  by  General  C — c,  were  full  as  long  as  thofe  iffued  by 
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The  Bali-Room  was  crowded  with  fafhion  at  night, 

And  the  coup  d'ceil  fill'd  ev'ry  one's  heart  with  delight* 

For  there's  fomething  in  women,  when  fet  ofF  by  drefs, 

More  exquifite  far  than  I've  words  to  exprefs; 

And  furely,  that  poet  no  judgement  could  boaft. 

Who  faid,  unadorn'd  beaiity  triumphs  the  moft. 

After  all  our  precautions  you'll  fcarcely  believe 

The  Direftrefs  a  little  Bourgeoife*  fhould  perceive; 

Yet  fuch  was  the  faft,  and  upright  flood  each  feather. 

While  fhe  and  her  name-fake  confulted  together. 

All  the  company  fhewing  ftrong  marks  of  furprize, 

On  the  handfome  intruder  at  once  fix'd  their  eyes; 

Some  declar'd  that  the  room,  like  her  hufband's  own  fliop. 

Smelt  ftrong  of  the  true  AfTa  Fcetida  drop. 

Jack  M — r — y  at  length  though  it  gave  him  great  pain, 

As  his  duty  requir'd,  undertook  to  explain ; 

And  advanc'd  with  a  minuet  ftep,  to  declare 

He  was  forry  to  fay,  fhe'd  no  right  to  be  there. 

This  created  a  buftle  and  whifp'ring  about, 

And  at  length  the  poor  Drug-feller's  wife  was  turn'd  out ; 

Jack  made  his  report  in  due  form,  with  a  bow. 

And  a  fmile  of  delight  fmooth'd  the  Countefs's  brow. 

The  Deputy  M.  C.  well  pleas'd,  undertook 

Round  the  room  with  the  utmoft  attention  to  look ; 

To  fmell  out  Bourgeois,  and  to  keep  the  coaft  clear, 

By  the  help  of  a  ftrapping  raw-bon'd  Grenadier; 


Prince  Cobourg,  to  the  difFerent  columns  of  the  Aufirians,  advancing 
to  the  attack  of  Famars,  previous  to  the  inveftiture  of  Valenciennes ! 

*  The  wife  of  an  Apothecary  at  Ghent,  obtained  a  ticket  from  one 
of  the  officers  quartered  upon  her  hufband*s  houfe  :  but  as  the  Noblefle 
and  the  Bourgeois  move  in  different  fpheres,  her  appearance  was  con- 
ftrued  into  an  infult  to  the  Ariftocratic  blood  of  all  thofe,  who  related 
in  the  moft  diftant  manner  to  a  Count,  or  Marquis,  enrolled  thcmfclves 


(    6    ) 

And  with  perfeft  fang  froid,  bowing  fhew'd  to  the  llreet, 
An  unfortunate  ftranger*  he  happen'd  to  meet: 
'Tis  needlefs  to  fay,  who  and  w^ho  danc'd  together, 
How  they  glanc'd  at  the  fafhions  and  talk'd  of  the  weather ; 
My  partner  Hfp'd  fmall  talk,  I  heartily  thank  her, 
As  glibly  as  thofe  at  the  Crown  and  the  Anchor. 
At  Brighton,  at  Tunbridge,  at  Bath,  or  Almack's, 
There  was  never  a  greater  difplay  of  click  clacks ; 
While  Coqremont  fhew'd  off  her  elegant  paces, 

Pr — ce  J N  gaz'd,  enraptur'd,  on  fo  many  graces ; 

And  many  a  fair  one  from  Bruffels  was  feen. 
Overloaded  with  wifhes  of  life  to  the  Queen  t. 
Like  Dervizes,  all  thefe  fair  Flammandes  gain  force, 
In  the  Valtz  if,  as  they  fpLn  in  their  whirligig  courfe : 
So  rapid  their  motions  the  fharp-fighted  lover, 
In  vain  tries  his  favourite's  face  to  difcover. 
Tho'  I  mention  it  laft,  of  our  pleafures  not  leaft, 
The  fupper  §  at  length  was  ai^nounc'd ;  fuch  a  feaft ! 

under  the  banners  of  nobility.  The  difmiffion  of  this  little  intruder, 
was  attended  with  rather  unpleafant  confequenccs  to  the  officers  in  gar- 
rifon,  as  they  had  previous  to  that  epochs  been  admitted  to  the  Bour- 
geoi^s  affemblies,  but  were  afterwards  univerfally  excluded,  and  depri- 
ved of  many  other  pleafant  parties. 

*  This  gentleman,  (an  Emigrant  of  fome  rank)  was  enquiring  the  way 
to  the  fupper-room,  when  a  door  was  pointed  out  leading  to  the  ftreet, 
which  he  was  told  would  convey  him  to  the  place  he  was  in  fearch  of, 
nor  was  it  till  he  was  fairly  handed  down  flairs  by  the  guard,  that  he  dif- 
•covered  this  was  a  tormenting  piece  of  wit,  intended  to  exclude  him 
from  the  entertainment,  as  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  intruded  without  a 
ticket  of  admiflion. 

+  Moft  of  the  ladies,  in  compliment  to  his  Royal  Highnefs,  appeared 
in  fcarlet  falhes,  and  ornaments  flreaming  from  their  head  drelTes,  with 
the  motto  of  '*  Vive  la  2?eine,''  embroidered  upon  them. 

X  A  favourite  German  dLnce,  ufually  introduced  at  the  Balls  and 
Ridottos  in  Flanders. 

§  After  fupper  the  merry  dance  was  renewed ,  and  continued  till  the  Ma- 
-tin  bells  were  heardlo  toll  j  harlh  founds,  which  hurried  the  gay  damfcU 


(    6    ) 

Grenadiers  made  their  entre,  with  each  a  hot  difh, 
And  feem'd  for  a  tafte  moft  devoutly  to  wifli : 
'Midft  pyramids,  figures,  and  tropes  emblematic. 
Each  dainty  was  ferv'd  up,  land,  air,  and  aquatic: 
The  wines  of  all  forts  were  acknowledg'd  the  beft. 
And  gave  to  the  whole  a  tnoft  excellent  zeft. 
I  wifti'd  from  my  heart  you'd  been  here,  but  no  doubt 
While  with  Lucy  in  England  fuch  pleafures  you  fcout ; 
And  who  can  expeft  that  fhe'll  lengthen  your  chain, 
Till  Mars  calls  us  forth  to  the  buftling  Campaign. 

The ftays  in  Ghent  but  a  few  days  at  moft,    [road ; 

And  Pr — c — E  J — N  *",  in  his  abfence,  of  courfe  rules  the 
I  ftill  fliall  remain,  as  we're  certain  to  find 
Winter  Quarters  delightful,  his  tafle's  fo  refin'd; 
And  now  my  dear  Tom,  I  muft  haffen  to  drefs, 
Remaining  your's  truly  as  words  can  exprefs. 

bedizened  as  they  were  from  the  animating  3al]-Room,  to  the  gloomy 
Cloifter,  from  their  fprightly  partners,    to   the  rigid  Monks. 

*  His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief  quitted  Ghent  Feb  6, 
and  though  Pr — ce  J — n,  in  his  abfence  did  the  honours  at  head-quar- 
ters, the  late  Sir  William  Erskine  commanded  the  troops  in  garrifon. 
and  often  entertained  them  with  little  fprightly  dances,  made  up  upon  the 
fpur  of  the  moment.  At  one  of  thefe  a  ludicrous  circumftance  occurred. 
Not  being  able  to  procure  partners  for  the  ladies,  an  orderly  ferjeant  was 
difpatched  to  tellall  the  officers  he  met  with,  thatthe  Commandant  wanted 
them  immediately.  The  meffage  being  accidentally  delivered  to  fome  of  the 
heavy  cavalry,  they  haftened  to  their  quarters,  and  pulled  on  their  Jack- 
boots and  fpurs  : — Thus  equipped,  they  were  introduced  to  the  ladies, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  filk  gowns  and  Bruffels  lace. 

Such  were  the  innocent  amufements  cf  winter  quarters}  and  happy 
would  it  have  been,  had  they  been  the  only  ones  adopted  for  deftroying 
the  cankering  Tyrant,  Time;  but  it  could  hardly  be  expe£led,  that  the 
dice-box  would  remain  totally  neglected,  wlien  fo  many  idle  hours  in- 
truded ;  hazard  tables  were  kept,  Pharo  and  all  his  Hoft,  marched  into 
Ghent,  in  the  rear  of  the  army,  and  many  a  thoughtlefs  youth,  may  rue 
the  ravages  they  made. 


LETTER  II. 

Trom  Miss  LUCY's  favourite  Aid-de-Camp  in  England^  to  Capt.  JOHN  — , 

at  Ghent. 
/^fc/ious  Alarm — A  joyful  Reprhnje. 

Piccadilly,  Feb.  i6,  1794. 

AN  idea  was  ftarted,  dear  Jack,  t'other  night, 
Which  put  your  poor  friend  in  a  terrible  fright : 
*I  felt  all  my  greatnefs  and  happinefs  flown, 
As  you  well  may  fuppofe,  when  the  reafon  is  known ; 
'Twas  with  confidence  ftated  our  Chief  would  remain 
On  this  fide  the  water  th'  enfuing  Campaign. 
And  Pitt  (entres  nous)  it  was  pointedly  hinted, 
Tow'rds  the  Marquist  from  India,  had  frequently  fquinted. 
All  things  put  together,  bets  ran  five  to  four. 

The would  return  to  the  army  no  more ; 

That  a  council  was  fummon'd  to  meet  and  determine, 

If  again  we  fhould  march  to  extirpate  the  vermin. 

My  fufFerings  I  will  not  pretend  to  relate, 

I  flew  out  from  Brookes's,  and  curs'd  my  hard  fate : 

Not  Lucy  herfelf  could  my  anguifh  allay, 

Tho'  fhe  look'd  moft  alluringly  handfome  that  day! 

But  neither  her  fmiles  nor  the  bottle,  could  cure 

The  pangs  of  fufpence  I  was  doom'd  to  endure. 

All  night  long  I  tofs'd  to  and  fro  in  my  bed, 

Thofe  five  curfed  words  never  out  of  my  head. 


*  Egotifm,  as  natural  to  an  Aid-de-Camp,  as  Epicurifm, 
+  It  was   generally   thought  that  Lord  C — rn — w — L — n  who  re- 
turned from  the  Eafl,  about  this  period,  would  have  been  fent  to  the  Ar. 
my  on  the  Continent  as  Commander  in  Chief,   in  cafe  his  Royal  High- 
nefs^  had  not  returned. 


(    8    ) 

^*  The ^  Jiap  at  home,''  and  you'll  readily  think 

Their  magic  prevented  my  fleeping  a  wink  : 

But  joy,  my  dear  MefTmate,  the  die  has  been  call. 

We're  firm  in  the  faddle  in  fpite  of  what's  paft. 

Pitt  harrangued,  and  declar'd  fhould  his  Highnefs  by 

Fall  into  the  hands  of  thefe  Mifcreants  of  France ;  [chance. 

From  the  thoughts  of  what  madnefs  might  urge  them  to  do, 

He  fhrunk,  and  the  pifture  held  up  to  his  view, 

Shew'd  the  K — G,  and  the  Nation  deploring  the  fate 

Of  the  Champion  now  fafe,  and  the  caufe  of  debate. 

True,  Pitt,  faid  our  S — v — gn,  but  happen  what  may, 

His  laurels  fhall  never  be  wrefted  away. 

A  noble  example  to  Britons !  again, 

He  fhall  lead  them  to  glory — new  conquefts  obtain. 

The  found  of  Reprieve^  never  brought  more  relief, 

At  New  Drop,  to  the  foul  of  a  hemp-collar 'd  thief, 

More  joy,  not  the  burfts  of  applaufe  could  convey 

To  an  author  awaiting  the  fate  of  his  play, 

Than  was  felt  by  your  friend  when  this  news  was  related : 

No  Alderman  could  be  more  highly  elated 

At  the  thoughts  of  rich  turtle,  or  fnug  ven'fon  feaft, 

Which  he  eats  in  idea,  three  days  at  the  leaft. 

To  Brookes's  I  haften'd  in  high  exultation, 

And  triumphantly  took  a  confpicuous  flation ; 

With  raptures  beheld  all  the  knowing  one's  pay 

The  odds  they  had  vauntingly  ventur'd  to  lay. 


*  The  Aid-de-Camp  does  not  appeal- to  have  had  the  leaft  idea  of 
his  Royal  Highnefs  being  appointed  Field  Marfliall  on  the  Home  Staff, 
or  he  muft  have  been  aware  that  all  thofe  enjoyments  to  which  he  ap- 
pears fo  peculiarly  attached,  would  have  been  kept  up  amidft  the  refine- 
iBcnts  of  London,  and  enjoyed  with  a  double  relifh. 


(    9    ) 

You  foon  may  expefl  us,  as  John  Bull  again 

Is  panting  to  hear  of  our  fecond  Campaign  : 

By  the  bye  can  you  give  me  a  hint  of  Mack's*  plan, 

The  papers  are  full  of  that  wonderful  man, 

It  feems  he's  to  fit  at  the  helm  in  the  fpring, 

And  fuccefs  to  our  arms  by  his  talents  muft  bring. 

Well,  fomething  moft  brilliant,  I  truft  will  be  done. 

And  ourfelves  have  a  fhare  in  the  glory  that's  won, 

But  not  in  the  danger  :    we  know  better  things. 

Adieu  for  the  prefent — the  dinner-bell  rings. 


*  General  Mack  had  been  about  this  period  appointed  Quarter-Ma (Icf 
General  to  the  Auflrian  Army,  under  the  command  of  Prince  Cobourg. 
His  plan  for  penetrating  into  the  interior  of  France,  •  it  was  gene- 
rally thought  would  have  been  fuccefsful,  had  a  fufEcient  force  beea 
Ich  to  maji  Lille,  znd  proted  Weft- Flanders  from  invafion.  Fatal  ex- 
perience has  fhewn,  that  while  that  fortrefs  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  fuch  fchemes  are  chimerical  in  the  extreme. 

General  Mack  had  been  difpatched  to  coufult  with  the  Cabinet  of 
St.  James's,  and  the  Britifli  Commander  in  Chief,  on  the  feafability  of 
his  propofals;  and  much  was  naturally  expefted  from  his  well-known 
abilities  as  an  Engineer. 


LETTER  III. 

From  Capt.  JOHN ,  Ald-dc-Camp^  at  Ghent ^  &c.  &c,  to  Capt.  THO* 

MAS         ■    -,  Miss  UJCY' a  favourite  Aid-de-Camp  in  England. 

Adieu  to  Ghent  ! — March  toioards  the  Frontiers. 

Head  Quarters,  Ghent,  Feb.  22,  1794. 

FULL  long  In  the  fcabbard  hath  rufted  the  blade; 
To  the  terror  of  Frenchmen  it  now  is  difplay'd  ; 
Our  banners  triumphantly  wave  in  the  air, 
And  fill  ev'ry  Carmagnol's  heart  with  defpair. 
The  trumpet  re-echoes  its  warlike  alarms, 
The  fife  fhrilly  founds,  and  the  drum  beats  to  arms*. 
To  morrow  *  we  leave  all  the  good  folks  of  Ghent, 
With  whom  fo  much  time  we  have  pleafantly  fpent; 
The  Bifhop's  fnug  parties  will  ne'er  be  forgot, 
Wherever  we  ramble,  whatever  our  lot, 


■*In  confequence  of  a  report  that  the  French  were  colleding  in  force  on 
the  Frontiers,  the  ifl  detachment  fromthe  Brigade  of  Guards,  amounting 
to  800  men  under  the  command  of  Col.  Drummond,  marched  from 
Ghent  to  Courtray,  Feb.  16;  and  on  the  22d,  a  fecond  detachment 
of  200  marched  to  St.  Eloi  Vive,  and  proceeded  the  next  day  to  join  them. 
The  whole  Brigade  affembled  at  Courtray  on  the  24th.  Thofc  regiments  of 
cavalry  which  had  been  in  winter  quarters  with  them,  were  cantoned  in 
the  villages  of  DefTclgem,  Beveren,  Roafbekc,  Wartegem,  Sweveghem, 
and  others  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  Second  Brigade  bad  been  tn 
■winter  quarters  only  one  month,  at  Oudenarde  ;  from  whence  they  alfo 
advanced  by  detachments. 

The  moft  formidable  preparations  appeared  to  have  been  made 
by  the  French.  The  army  of  the  North  received  a  reinforce* 
ment  of  15,000  men  from  that  of  the  Mofelle;  a  ftill  greater  num« 
ber  from  the  army  of  La  Vende,  and  20,000  recruits  from  the  Re- 
quifitions,  enabling  PicHEGRu  to  mufter  220,000  men.  Thofe  of  the 
Rhine,  Alps,  and  Pyrcnhees,   were  alfo   reorganized,  making  a   gran,d 


(  11  ) 

Poor  F — X !  your  French  Cook  muft  be  now  turn'd  away 
You  give-  up  nice  dilhes,  he  gives  up  good  pay : 
As  to  part  with  your  Louis,  you  never  yet  griev'd, 
Provided  your  ftomach  faid — "  value  received  J* 
*  Pr — c — e  J — N,  lucky  fellow,  remains  in  the  town; 
Left  the  barracks,  fhould  after  our  march,  be  pull'd  down, 
For  the  Ghentois,  you  know,  are  a  riotous  fet. 
And  its  well  if  fafe  out  of  their  clutches  we  get. 
In  a  fquabble  laft  night,  a  Firft  Guardfman*  was  flain, 
And  we  ftill  apprehend  they  may  rife  up  again. 
Each  Aid  de  Camp  foon  may  expeft  fome  fnug  place^ 
To  comfort  his  age,  and  to  keep  him  in  cafe  \ 

No  matter  if  forc'd  like  his to  toil. 

In  a  dung  hill  his  delicate  fingers  to  foil  ? 

He'll  foon  get  them  fweet,  as juftly  fuppofes, 

With  effence  of  vi'lets,  and  otto  of  rofes. 
Now  C — G  in  the  room  of  Sir  J — m — IE  we  fee, 
While  Cr — w — F — RD  figns  thus  with  a  dajh;  D.A.G 
And  H — R — Y  appears  Deputy's,  Deputy. 


} 


total  of  French  Citizens  in  arms,  according  to  the  returns  given  in  by  tlie 
War  Minifter,  of  780,000  men,  exclufive  of  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Paris;  The  following  laconic  Epijlle  was  forwarded  to  Prince  Co- 
BouRG,  from  the  French  Commander  in  Chief  on  his  taking  the 
Field 

"  General, 

I  fummon  you,  in  the  name  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, to  give  up  immed'tatety  Le  Quefnoi,  Conde,  and  Valenciennes  ;  or  be 
affured  I  fhall  attack  and  vanquifli  you. 

(Sign'd) 

PICHEGRU. 

*  Some  butchers  accufed  the  foldiers  of  having  ftolen  meat  from  their 
fliops,  and  a  riot  cnfued,  in  which  a  Private  of  the  Firft  Guards  was 
mortally  wounded. 


} 


(  »3  ) 

With  fo  noble  a  ftaff  to  defpond  is  abfurd, 

We  fhall  drive  all  before  us,  rely  on  my  word  : 

On  the  throne  of  poor  Bourbon  fhall  foon  place  a  King, 

And  the  Democrats  down  on  their  marrow -bones  bring : 

Vive  le  Roi  will  refound  thro'  each  Rue  de  Paris, 

And  the  grand  monarque  greater  than  ever  fhall  be. 

For  as  Pitt  has  agreed  for  the  PrufTians*  to  pay. 

Thirty  thoufand  at  leaft  are  to  join  us  they  fay, 

And  the  Keyfers  receive  reinforcements  each  day. 

Adieu — to  fair  Luce,  my  beft  wifhes  prefent, 

And  thofe  of  her  num'rous  acquaintance  at  Ghent. 

*  In  the  month  of  February,  feveral  fkirminies  had  taken  place  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Manheim  and  Oggerfheim,  and  the  King  of  Pruffia 
made  an  offer  of  augmenting  his  army  on  the  Rhine,  to  80,000  men, 
upon  condition  that  the  Empire  would  maintain  that  army,  and  furnifii 
the  troops  with  daily  rations  of  bread  and  forage;  threatening  at  the 
fame  time,  to  withdraw  all  bis  forces  in  cafe  of  refafal  excepting  his 
contingent  of  20,000  men,  which,  as  a  Qerman  Prince^  he  was  obliged  to 
furnifti.  The  French,  upon  thcfe  preparations,  fell  back  upon  the  Duchy 
of  DeuX'Ponts;  and  the  Impeiialifts,  Saxons,  and  Hefle  Darmftadt  troops 
protefted  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine  from  the  lines  of  Weiffenberg  to 
Mentz. 

The  centre  of  the  grand  army  under  Prince  Cobourg,  covered  Conde, 
Valenciennes,  and  Le  Quefnoi.  The  right,  under  Clairfait,  was 
protefled  by  Tournay,  Orchies,  and  Marchiennes,  the  left  covering 
Mons  and  Charleroi.  The  Britilh  occupied  Courtray  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood— Hanoverians  and  Heflians,  Fumes,  Yypres,  Menin,  and  Nieu« 
port,  and  a  ftrong  Cordon  commanded  by  the  Auflrian  General  BF.-^-'.f- 
LIEU  J  extended  from  the  Banks  of  the  Meufe  to  Luxemburg. 


LETTER  IV. 

Jrcm  Capt.  THOMAS ,  ^oMiss  LUCY  LOVEGROVE*. 

A  forroivful  Voyage — Return  to  the  Continent. 

Head  Quarters,  Courtray, 
March  ^yi-jg^. 

AH !  why  did  ambition  take  poft  in  my  breaft, 
Why  dazzle  my  eyes  with  her  tinfelly  charms  ? 

Belov'd  by  my  Fair  I  fupremely  was  bleft,  [arms. 

Till  the  fmiles  of  a  Prince  lur'd  me,  Fool !  from  her 

Thus  mufnig,  I  dwelt  with  a  Hermit's  devotion, 

On  the  rapturous  pleafures  fo  lately  we  knew,  [ocean. 

While  the  fhip  plough'd  its  coiyfe  o'er  the  turbulent 
And  Lucy's  fair  image  was  torn  from  my  view. 

Ah  then,  how  I  long'd  for  a  pipe  and  a  crook ! 

Some  lambs,  and  my  charmer  to  penn  them  at  night : 
The  pomps  of  this  world  in  my  thoughts  I  forfook, 

And  fancied  a  fhepherd's  a  life  of  delight. 

My  pencil  I  fnatch'd,  and  compos'd  fuch  a  Sonnet ! 

A  Sonnet  on  Abfence,  addrefs'd  to  my  Fair ; 
When  ^OLUS  gave  at  one  puff — fie  upon  it, 

My  wonderful  effort  of  genius  to  air. 

And  perhaps  'tis  as  well,  for  fo  moving  a  ftrain, 
Muft  have  clearly  brought  on  your  hyfterics  again. 

Perchance,  by  fome  Mermaid  remov'd  to  their  palace, 
'Twas  ferv'd  up  to  Neptune  and  fair  Amphithrite, 

And  muft  fure,  if  conn'd  over  without  fpleen  or  mialice, 
Have  giv'n  to  their  Majefties  wond'rous  delight. 

*  The  fubfequent  letters  are  invariably  from  the  Aid-de-Camp,  to 
Mifs  Lovegrcve, 


(     H    ) 

Sucii  AHS ! — and  fucli  OHS !  fo  pathetic,  fublime  1 
(Tho'  bordering  a  little,  I  own  on  the  whine ;) 
Great  Crusca  himfelf  would  have  worfhip'd  the  rhyme, 
And  Yen  DA  in  raptures,  have  hail'd  it  divine : 

Mild  Yenda!  in  Sonnets  allow'd  to  excell, 

As  Apollo's  declar'd,  thro'  his  High  Prieft  John  Bell. 

By  the  ciy  of  Oftend  I  was  rous'd  from  my  trance, 
And  the  frigate  beheld  to  the  fhore  drawing  near; 

The  Duke  gave  his  orders  poft  hafte  to  advance, 
And  in  fafety  a  very  few  hours  brought  us  here. 

At  fight  of  old  77iejfmates,  forgive  the  fenfation, 
I  felt  ev'ry  forrow  and  care  hufh'd  to  reft, 

Away  to  the  winds  went  each  figh  of  vexation, 
And  the  Hero  confpicuous  again  flood  confefs'd. 

To  my  favourite  mules  I  paid  won'rous  attention, 
Rejoic'd  to  behold  them  recover'd  once  more; 

When  we  parted,  you've  often  with  griei  heard  me  mention 
The  ftate  of  their  backs,  gall'd  and  terribly  fore. 

Advance  when  we  may,  you  perceive  we're  prepar'd, 
Ammunition  de  bouche,  ammunition  de  guerre : 

The  fatigues  of  the  battle  are  fooneft  repair'd. 
By  the  aid  of  good  liquors  and  excellent  fare. 

On  that  head  they'll  give  us  no  caufe  to  complain, 
J^ay,  we  mean  to  improve  on  our  former*  Campaign. 


*  Expcrimentum  docet — and  now  that  we  are  upon  the  fubjefi,  there 
were  many  valuable  improvements  made  upon  the  lafl  Campaign ;  the 
ferlt  and  mod  efFential  was  the  Spring  Waggon^  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
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Cheer  up  then,  my  girl,  hang  repining  and  forrow, 
We  foldiers  in  love  to  a  proverb  are  true, 

Should  my  heart  be  aflail'd  by  new  beauties  to  morrow 
T^vould  brave  all  attacks,  for  it  yielded  to  you. 

Still  Venus,  dear  Goddefs !  I  bow  at  thy  fhrine, 

Still  dwell  on  thy  joys  tho'  the  drums/Joudly  rattle, 

Stern  Mars,  I  can  never  entirely  be  thine, 

But  on  Lucy  fliall  think  in  the  heat  of  the  battle. 


fick  and  wounded.  How  many  poor  wretches  m  1793,  were  dragged 
for  miles  in  miferable  Flemifh  carts,  conitrudled  upon  the  moft  awk- 
ward principles ;  placed  in  one  of  which,  a  man  even  in  high  health, 
would  feel  every  joint  nearly  diflocated,  as  he  was  jolted  ovtr  tht  paved 
roads.  What  muft  then  have  heen  the  fuffermgs  of  our  fellow  creatures, 
fmarting  under  the  excruciating  torments  of  gun-fliot  uoundb  !  A  fur- 
ther improvement  might  be  made  upon  thefeineftimable  Waggons,  bycon- 
ftrufting  them  fo  as  to  let  down  at  the  fides,  and  by  taking  a  hint  from 
cur  enemies.  The  French  have  in  the  line  of  march,  with  every  cor^s,  f.y^fig 
Hojpitah,  (Hopitaux  Ambulants)  where  the  furgeons  have  their  medi- 
cine-chefts  and  inflruments  arranged.  Small  hammocks  are  (lung  one 
above  another  along  the  fides,  forming  births  foraething  fimilar  to  thofe 
On  board  the  Erglilh  Packet  Boats,  no  matter  how  clofe,  provided  the 
patients  do  not  touch.  In  thefe  large  covered  TVaggoKs  a  certain  number 
of  wounded  men  can  be  comfortably  accommodated,  and  the  furgeons 
perform  the  niceft  operations  if  neceffary,  the  body  of  the  carriage 
being  fufpended  upon  well-conflru£led  fprings,  fo  that  little  or  no  in- 
convenience arifcs  from  motion. 

In  1793,  the  foldier  was  loaded  like  a  batt-horfe,  carrying  on  a  march, 
his  tent-poles,  camp-kettle,  and  canteens,  as  well  as  the  knapfack,  haver- 
fack,  and  blanket.  We  took  a  ufeful  le (Ton  from  the  Auftrians,  and 
removed  the  kettles  and  poles  to  the  backs  of  the  beads  of  burthen. 
The  luxury  of  the  Auftrian  Great  Coat  had  alfo  been  attended  to  in  1 794, 
and  that  ufeful  addition  to  the  appointments  of  the  Britilh  Soldier,  was 
adopted. 

The  month  of  March  was  pafTcd  in  preparations  to  commence  hof- 
tllities,  and  of  courfe  as  the  Allies  advanced,  fome  trivial  fkirmifhes 
took  phce.  On  the  26th,  a  party  of  Major  Ramsay's  Corps,  (called  the 
York  Chaffeurs,)  were  attacked  at  the  out-pofts  near  Courtray,by  250  of 
the  enemy  ;  only  80  of  the  Rangers  were  engaged.     The   French  were 
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repulfed  with  confiderable  flaughter,  and  40  prifoners  taken.  On  the 
j>6th,  the  Britifh  inarched  from  Courtray,  and  were  cantoned  at  Hannon, 
St.  Amand,  and  the  neighbourhood.  The  Auftrians  at  the  fame  time, 
had  advanced  to  Le  Cateau.  On  the  27th,  their  out-pofts  were  attacked 
in  force,  and  on  the  firft  onfet  obliged  to  fall  back;  when  two  Battalions 
from  the  main  body  moving  forwards,  fupported  by  a  fquadron  of  ca- 
valry, the  French  were  repulfed  with  confiderable  lofs,  ftated  at  584 
killed,  60  prifoners,  and  5  pieces  of  cannon.  The  King  of  Pruflia  at 
this  period,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  Europe,  iffued  orders  to  his  army 
to  retreat,  leaving  only  20,000  men  (his  contingent)  at  the  Emperor's  dif- 
pofal,  and  the  van  of  his  army  had  aflually  filed  off  towards  Cologne, 
This  manoeuvre  had  the  defired  effeft,  upon  the  Britifh  Cabinet  as  they 
immedlatelyclofedwith  the  demand  this  wilyMonarch  made  upon  them  for 
an  enormous  fubfidy  (>^\  1,200,000.)  In  return  for  which,  he  faithfully 
promifed  to  fend  into  the  field  againfl  the  common  Enemy,  90,000  ef- 
feftive  men,  32,000  to  co-operate  with  the  army  under  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Duke  of  York  :  20,000  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  Emperor,  and 
the  remaining  38,000  to  aft  with  the  reft  of  the  Pruflians  on  the  Upper 
Rhine. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  accounts  were  received  from  Count  Walmoden, 
that  the  enemy  having  fuprized  the  Hefllans,  between  Wervicke  and 
Ypres,  got  behind  the  Hanoverian  Picquets,  and  cut  off  their  retreat ; 
but  a  reinforcement  arriving  from  Menin,  they  were  driven  back,  and 
forced  to  recrofs  the  Lys.  The  Hanoverians  loft  3  officers,  and  I43 
men,  who  were  fwept  off  from  their  out-pofts. 

On  the  Qtli,  the  Britifli  approached  Fa/enciennes,  and  the  guards  were 
cantoned  in  a  village  within  two  miles  and  a  half  of  that  fortrefs,  called 
St.Leger:  on  the  loth,  they  moved  toVendegies  fur  TEfcaillon,  be- 
tween Quefnoi  and  Le  Cateau  Cambrcfis, 


LETTER  V. 

Head  Quarters,  Cateau,  ^/>ri/ 20,  I794. 

Imperial  Re-viczv — Opening  the  Campaign — Succefiful  Attach — Head  garter 
in  Flames — Jnvejiiture  ofLandrecies. 

DEAR  Lucy!  how  much  'twill  rejoice  you  to  hear, 

With  a  viftoiy,  girl,  we've  commenc'd  our  career. 

The  Emperor  himfelf,  the  great  Carmagnole  teazer. 

The  conquering  defcendant  of  Conqueror  Caefar! 

Whofe  prefence  we're  told  makes  his  enemies  *  tremble, 

Came  poft  to  behold  the  invaders  affemble. 

His  intention  exprefling  the  truncheon  to  weild, 

And  lead  his  brave  Veterans  forth  to  the  field; 

Announcing  his  wilh  all  the  troops  to  review, 

And  to  brufh  up  our  tnen,  gave  us  fomething  to  do. 

Believe  me,  was  even  a  Barry  to  paint 

The  fcene  that  enfued,  his  rich  tints  would  feem  feint. 

And  the  pen  of  a  Cowper  could  fcarcely  convey 

An  idea  of  fuch  a  refulgent  difplay, 

As  the  different  nations  in  battle  array. 

A  Cowper  !  I  figh  as  my  pen  forms  a  name. 

By  his  merits  advanc'd  in  the  annals  of  fame; 

Whofe  mind  richly  ftor'd  to  perfeftion  arriv'd. 

And  then,  weep)^^  nine,  was  of  judgment  depriv'd! 


*  When  the  Emperor  arrived  on  the  9th  of  April  at  Bruffcls,  the  Mu« 
nicipality  prefented  the  keys  of  the  City  to  his  Majefty,  at  the  Gate  of 
JLouvain,  on  which  kad  been  previoufly  affixed  in  large  charaflcrs,  thi^ 
infcription,  "  Caefar  adeft,  freraent  Galli." 

VOL.  II.  C 
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The  Britifh  were  form'd  near  the  town  of  Cateau*, 

Contributing  fully  their  fliare  to  the  fhew. 

Near  Valenciennes  the  right  of  our  cavalry  \  ]om\ 

The  Keyfirlicks  under  Prince  CoBOURG  combin'd; 

Who  thence  bearing  down  by  the  Scheldt  for  Conde, 

Completed  the  Cordon  tow'rds  Lille  and  Cambray, 

While  Zaunwhz  from  Bavais  extended  his  line, 

With  intention  the  French  in  Maubeuge  to  confine. 

So  numerous  a  force  was  fure  never  beheld, 

As  appear'd  on  the  banks  of  the  Sambre:[:  and  Scheldt. 


*  On  the  i6th  of  April,  the  Brltlfli  moving  from  Vandegies  and  its 
vicinity,  towards  Le  Cateau  Cambrefis  to  take  the  field,  halted,  and 
forming  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  v/ere  reviewed  by  the  Emperors 
after  which  they  advanced  to  the  ground  which  had  been  prcvioufly 
marked  out  for  their  encampment,  on  the  heights  beyond  Le  Cateau, 
pitching  their  tents  about  midnight.  The  cavalry  were  without  their 
due  allowance  of  tents  the  two  or  three  firfl  days,  and  were  ordered 
this  Campaign  to  carry  two  days  foiage  inftead  of  one,  as  they  had 
done  in  1793,  the  hay,  made  up  after  the  manner  of  the  Auftrians,  ba- 
lanced on  each  fide  of  the  horfc,  inftead  of  being  packed  up  neatly  be- 
hind. This  might  perhaps  fave  the  Commiflaries  trouble  and  expence  ; 
but  it  certainly  was  extremely  inconvenient  to  the  rider,  and  the  horfes 
being  at  all  times  overloadedyhy  no  means  relilhed  this  additional  burthen 
impofed  upon  them. 

+  Confiding  of  the  following  regiments  of  heavy  Cavalry;  Royal 
Horfe  Guards  or  Blues  ;  il*-,  or  King's  Dragoon  Guards  ;  2d  ditto;  3d 
ditto  ;  5th  ditto;  6th  ditto,  or  Carabineers ;  ift  Dragoons  or  Royals;  2d 
ditto  or  Scotch  Greys  ;  6th  ditto  or  Inifkillings  ;  and  of  light  regiments  ; 
the  7th  or  Queen's  own;  11th;  15th  or  Kings;  and  16th  or  Queens, 
augmented   afterwards  by  the  8th  and  14th,  on  the  Irifti  Eftablifiiment. 

:|:  At  the  commencement  of  this  Campaign,  the  total  ftrength  of  the 
grand  army  under  his  Imperial  Majefty,  was  computed  at  187,000 
men;  viz.  15,000  Dutch,  and  as  many  Auftrians,  under  the  command  of 
the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  and  General  La  Tour,  intended  to  form 
the  befieging  army  of  Landrecies,  30,000  Britifti  and  Auftrians,  under 
the  command  of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York,  to  ad  as  a 
covering  army  to  the  Befiegers  towards  Cambray.  The  Emperor  wa  s 
at  the  head  of  the  main  body  of  the  Auftrians,  muftering  60,000 » 
12,000    Heflians  and    Auftrians,    under    the  command  of    General 
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At  length  from  the  left  approach'd  Francis  the  Second, 
His  attendants  fo  numerous  they  fcarce  could  be  reckon'd; 
With  great  condefcenfion,  as  points  of  fwords  droop 'd, 
His  head  to  his  faddle  tree  frequently  ftoop'd. 
But  let  me  endeavour  before  you  to  bring 
This  double-crown'd  hero,  this  Emp'ror  and  King. 
Whofe  fubjefts  all  eager  to  crouch  at  his  feet, 
Worfhip  veins  with  rich  blood  of  the  Romans  replete. 
Of  diminutive  flature,  eyes  funk  in  his  head, 
Refembling  a  Mercury's  moulded  in  lead. 
With  fwarthy  complexion  and  pitiful  mien ; 
Judge  befide  him  to  how  much  advantage  was  feen, 
With  the  form  of  a  hero,  and  flrength  of  roaft-beef, 
Great  Frederick  !  our  noble  Commander  in  Chief ! 
At  Windfor  our  deeds  will  I  hear  be  exprefs'd 

By  the  flaming  hiftorical  pencil  of  W t, 

While  a  horfe  for  the ,  he'll  carve  out  white  as  fnow, 

We  fhall  find  ourfelves  rang'd  in  the  rear  in  a  row ; 
And  each  Connoifleur  muft  evince  figns  of  wonder, 
When  Benjamin's  canvafs  exprefles  war's  thunder  ! 
Curling  volumes  of  fmoak  he'll  good  hum.ourdly  fpread, 
Half  concealing  the  battle  and  veiling  the  dead, 
Left  the  gaping  admirers  fhould  tremble  or  faint, 
If  fuch  horrible  fcenes  he  minutely  fhould  paint. 


De  Wurmb,  were  deflined  to  aft  as  an  army  of  obfervation  upon  Douai 
and  Bouchain.  Count  ZAUNwnz,with  15,000  Auftrians,  extended 
towards  Bavais,  along  the  Sambre,  keeping  an  eye  upon  Maubeuge; 
while  a  force  of  40,000  men  was  left  to  proteft  Maritime  Flanders* 
from  Tournay  to  the  Sea  Coaft,  under  General  Clairfait  ;  exclufive 
of  this  calculation,  was  Beaulieu's  array  in  the  Duchy  of  Luxemburg? 
and  Wurmser's  on  the  Rhine. 

C    2 
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Poor  Verrio,  who  long  held  unUmked  fway 
In  the  Chapel,  muft  now  to  the  fav'rite*  give  way. 
'Tis  true  that  his  colours  harmonioufly  blend, 
But  who  can  to  daubs  fo  infipid  attend  ? 
The  Prefident's  ftyle  is  much  more  to  my  tafte, 
And  I  long  I  confefs,  in  the  hall  to  be  plac'd. 
Eight  columns  t  were  form'd  on  the  following  day. 
The  Emp'ror  and  King,  himfelf  leading  the  way; 


*  The  Aid-de-Camp  was  certainly  well  informed  relative  to  the  in- 
tended removalof  the  AJtar-piece  in  the  King's  Chapel  atWindfor,  repre- 
fenting  the  LaftSupper,  capitally  executed  by  the  chajie  pencil  of  Verrio. 
The  other  paintings  condetiined,  are  our  Saviour's  Miracles,  efteemed 
Mafler-pieces  of  that  admirable  Artift.  The  Altar-F'icce  now  hangs  in 
Jeopardy t  confidered  as  not  worth  repairing,  W — x  being  bufily  em- 
ployed in  finifliing  an  equal  number  of  Scripture  Pieces,  to  replace 
the  whole  fet, 

Edward  the  Black  Prince  however  will  moll  probably  retain  his 
triumphal  fituation  in  St.  Gcorge's-Halt. 

+  The  firft,  compofed  of  Auftrians  and  Dutch  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Prince  of  HelTe  Darmftadt,  advancing  upon  the  village  of 
Cotillon,  which  was  carried  and  four  pieces  of  cannon  taken  in  it,  croffed 
the  Sambre  and  took  up  a  pofition  at'Favnly  between  that  river  and  the 
lelfer  ^/jfcryinvefting  Landrecies  on  that  fide.  The  fecond  commanded  by 
Lieut.  General  Alvintzee,  confiding  of  the  rcferve  of  the  Auftriau 
army,  forced  the  entrenchments  at  Muzingham  and  Croif/y  taking  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Bois  du  To'illon  and  the  Foret  de  Nouvion,  The  Third,  (the  main 
body  of  the  Auftrians)  led  on  by  the  Emperor  and  Prince  Cobourg, 
proceeded  along  the  Chaujcdy  leading  from  Le  Cateau  to  Guife. 

After  forcing  the  villages  of  Ribowville  and  Waffignf,  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  detached  his  avant  Garde,  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  heights  of 
Blocus.  The  Fourth  and  Fifth  were  formed  from  the  army  commanded 
by  the  Duke  of  York,  of  the  former  his  Royal  Highnefs  took  himfelf  the 
direction,  and  the  latter  commanded  bythelate  Sir  Wm.  Ekskine,  when 
proceeding  to  gain  the^oii  de  Bobahi,  met  with  fome  refiftance  at  the  village 
of  Premont,  where  the  French  were  ftrongly  ported.  Sir  Wm.  detached 
the  id  Brigade  of  Britifh  infantry  and  the  Auftrian  Curajiers,  with  four 
Squadrons  of  Cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Har  court,  to  turn 
their  flank;  while  three  Battalions  of  the  Regiment  De  Kaunitz,  fup- 
ported  by  a  well  direfted  fire  from  the  Artillery  of  the  Refervc,  under 
the  orders  of  Licut.Col.  Congreve,  charged  the  enemy  in  front.    By 
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You'll  of  courfe,  my  dear  girl,  be  moll  anxious  to  know 

The  fate  of  the  Duke's,  which  bore  clo^^m  upon  Vaux, 

While  I  haften  its  valorous  prowefs  to  tell, 

Suffice  it  the  others  fucceeded  as  well ; 

And  fare,  might  we  judge  by  the  firing  and  fmoke, 

They  experienc'd  that  fighting  -svas  more  than  a  joke. 

Tho'  our  progrefs  was  check'd  by  defiles,  deep  ravines, 

And  ruts,  which  we  fill'd  up  with  boughs  and  fafcines, 

When  our  foes  caught  the  glimpfe  of  a  Britifh  Brigade, 

They  commenc'd  in  a  fury  a  brifk  cannonade; 

Screened  from  which  by  the  regular  flopes  of  the  ground, 

But  little  annoyance  we  luckily  found, 

Yet  the  fly  dogs  had  clearly  fmelt  out  \\'here  we  lay. 

As  they  told  us  by  feveral  fliots  ricochet^. 

The  Guards  were  dire6led  to  florm  the  redoubt,    [rout ; 

Turn  the  flank  of  the  French,  charge,  and  put  them  to 

Our  thanks  to  the  flankers  alone  was  awarded, 

Tho'  danger  alike  all  the  troops  difregarded; 

And  no  doubt  we  fhall  find  out,  or  fooner,  or  late, 

This  diftinftionf  ^vas  o^ving  to  reafons  of  flate : 


tliis  manoeuvre  Sir  William  gained  the  redoubts  which  held  him  at  bay^ 
and  accomplifhcd  his  purpofe.  The  Sixth,  commanded  by  tlie  Auftrian 
Major  General  Count  HiZ^t/aA,  advanced  to  the  village  of  Cre-veca;ur. 
The  Seventh,  under  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Orange,  moved  forwards 
upon  the  Chaufee,  leading  fron,  LeCateau,  to  Cambray,  taking  up  a  pofi- 
tion  beyond  Btau-vois;  while  the  Eighth,  under  the  Dutch  General  Geii' 
Juu,  pudied  on  to  St.  Hilaire,  prote6ling  the  Prince  of  Orange's  right 
flank. 

*  By  one  of  which,  a  Corporal  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  Guards  was 
killed,  and  two  Privates  wounded  :  the  fame  fhot  broke  the  Colour- 
tstaff  (bort  in  Enfign  Siepheks's  hand, 

+  On  the  17th,  when  the  Brigade  of  Guards  approached  the  village 
of  Vaux,  they  were  formed  in  a  hollow  way,  in  four  lines,  the  flank  bat- 
tallion  in  front.     To  avoid  as  much  as  poflible   the  heavy  fire  kept  up 
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But  be  this  entre  nous,  fnug,  quite  under  the  rofe. 
For  I'm  ruin'd  if  ever  my  hints  you  difclofe, 
Tho'  trifling  our  lofs  yet  how  fatal  one  ball, 
And  Carleton  *,  humanity  mourns  for  thy  fall. 
Humanity !  folace,  and  boaft  of  the  brave  ! 
Who  whifpers,  lefs  noble  to  vanquifh  than  fave. 
Thy  diQates  obeying,  was  brought  to  an  end, 
A  foldier  who  fhew'd  himfelf  ever  thy  friend. 
Night  approaching,  her  mantle  fpread  over  our  heads, 
When  our  eyes  turn'd  to  Vaux,  and  our  thoughts  to  good 
But,  alas !  who  can  ever  of  comforts  make  fure,       [beds. 
Who  forefees  half  the  hardfhips  he's  doom'd  to  endure! 
No  language  can  paint  how  fmcerely  we  griev'd, 
When  before  us  in  flames  we  the  village  perceiv'd. 
Curling  fmoak  tow'rds  the  clouds  in  thick  columns  arofe, 
And  full  on  our  minds  buril  the  weight  of  our  woes, 

from  the  ilar  redoubt,  the  battallions  were  ordered  to  wheel  round  by 
divifions,  and  make  the  attack,  upon  the  Rear,  when  the  Right  Com- 
pany of  Grenadiers,  was  certainly  the  firfl;  to  advance,  but  the  whole 
Brigade  were  formed  clofe  enough  behind  to  have  come  in  for  tlieir 
full  (bare  of  glory,  had  the  French  maintained  their  pofition.  The  worlis 
had  however  been  evacuated  ;  and,  inftead  of  storming,  the  Guards 
took,  poffeffion  without   the    fmalleft  oppofition. 

*  Capt.  Carleton  was  heir  to  Lord  Dorchefter's  title  and  eflate,his 
elder  brother  an  Enfignin  the  Third  Regiment  of  Guards,  having  been 
carried  off  a  few  months  before  by  a  lingering  fever  on  the  brain.  The 
unfortunate  young  man  whofe  fall  we  have  now  to  lament,  had  been 
juft  appointed  Brigade  Major  to  Col.  Vy  sr,  and  owing  to  that  circum. 
ilance  was  with  Sir  William  Erskine's  column,  (his  own  Regiment, 
compofing  a  part  of  the  Duke's.)  He  was  (hot,  whilft  humanely  en- 
deavouring to  affift  his  orderly  dragoon,  whofe  horfe  was  alarmed 
by  the  inceffant  firing.  The  enemy  loft  in  their  various  attacks, 
30  pieces  of  cannon,  and  muft  have  fuffered  moft  feverely;  while 
only  three  Privates  of  the  Britifh  were  killed,  and  an  inconfider- 
able  number  wounded  ;  nor  did  the  other  columns  return  many  men 
fhort  of  the  force  they  brought  into  the  field. 


(    23    ) 

Gufhing  forth  in  huge  torrents  defcended  the  rain. 
Which  appear'd  to  rebound  as  it  fw-ept  o'er  the  plain. 
Did  I  ever  attempt  a  fly  dafli  at  fubUme, 
This  fure  would  appear  a  mofl  excellent  time, 
'Twas  beautiful,  ftriking,  fuperb !  add  to  thefe 
Any  other  choice  Epithets,  Lucy,  you  pleafe ; 
But  the  night,  my  dear  girl,  I  fhall  never  forget, 
Tho'  uncommonly  grand,  was  moft  drenchingly  wet. 
And  curfe  on  the  Monfter  *  whofe  defperate  hand, 
Dar'd  place  to  head  quarters  the  fire  fpreading  brand, 
Compelling  us,  little  confulting  our  will, 
For  refuge  to  fly  to  a  neighbouring  mill. 
O,  lucky  the  man!  who  a  fhelter  could  find 
From  the  pittilefs  rage  of  the  rain  and  the  wind ; 
As  that  was  a  comfort  to  many  denied. 
Who  the  pelting  were  forc'd  of  the  ftorm  to  abine, 
They  had  leifure,  however,  and  fcope  to  admire 
The  awful,  tremendous  effefts  of  the  fire. 
Next  morning  a  view  of  our  prefent  Chateau, 
Made  ample  amends  for  the  windmill  at  Vaux ; 
Nor  can  I  exprefs  half  the  pleafure  I  found. 
When  told  I  was  treading  on  claflical  ground. 


*  Some  of  the  pandours  or  other  foldiers  of  the  Free  Corps,  which  in« 
fell  the  Imperial  Army,  ever  intent  upoa  pillage  and  barbarity,  amufed 
themfelves  by  firing  the  village  of  Vaux  in  feveral  places,  driving  the 
miferable  inhabitants  into  the  open  fields,  expofed  to  the  inclemency  of 
the  ftorm,  and  doomed  to  behold  their  dwellings  reduced  to  afhes  af- 
ter they  had  feen  them  lanfacked  by  the  ruthlefs  and  fanguinary  incen- 
diaries. His  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief,  was  himfelf 
obliged  to  apply  to  a  windmill  for  fbelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
night,and  was  little  better  accommodated  than  his  troops,  who  -were  en 
Bevouas,  exposed  to  the  rain  without  tents  or  baggage.  They  however 
were  in  excellent  fpirits,  and  confoled  themfelves  with  what  their  haver* 
facks  afiorded,  drawing  clofe  round  the  fires  which  they  had  kindled* 


(    H    ) 

That  Cambray's  boaft,  in  whom  Gallia  prided, 
The  great  Fenelon  ^  in  this  manfion  refided. 
Ye.  Gods,  if  infpir'd,  I  could  here  catch  a  fnack 
Of  his  genius,  to  rival  his  own  Telemaoue, 
The  Critics  would  trumpet  me  forth  to  the  town, 
And  Cadell  acknowledge  my  works  would  go  down. 
To  proceed  with  my  narrative.     Forward  we  prefs'd, 
And  the  Dutch  are  enabled  +  the  place  to  invert. 
We  cover  the  fiege,  and  no  doubt  you  will  find 
In  a  poll  or  two,  articles  drawn  up  and  fign'd. 
Maubeuge  taken  next,  mafking  Lille  we'll  advance. 
And  our  ftandards  unfurl  in  the  centre  of  France. 
But,  alas !  not  a  bracelet,  a  watch,  or  etwee. 
Will  be  found,  my  dear  Lucy,  I  fear  «  Paris. 
So  fharp  the  conventional  Myrmidons  feek 
To  ferret  out  gold  as  a  Don  Patriotiquc, 


*  Fen  EI. ON-,  the  Author  of  Telemachus,  was  Arch-Biftiop  of  Cambray 
and  frequently  relided  at   ie   Cateau,    though  his   favourite  retreat  was 
fituated  in  the  mountains  of  Auvernia,  watered  by  the  River  Dordogne, 
which  he  has    celebrated    in   his    beautiful  Ode,  «  Montagnes  de  qui  - 
I'audace." 

+  The  enemy  in  great  force  on  the  19th  of  April,  attacked  Lieutenant 
General  De  WuRMB  who  commanded  a  detatched  corps  at  Denaing, 
obliging  him  to  retire,  and  thereby  gaining  pofTeflion  of  Abfcon  and  a 
redoubt  in  front.  Upon  a  reinforcement  coming  up,  they  were  however 
driven  back  with  great  (laughter.  The  Heffians  had  5  officers,  and  70 
men  killed  and  wounded. 

On  Sunday  the  20th,  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  made  a  general 
attack  upon  all  the  polls  which  the  French  occupied  in  front  of  Landrc- 
cies,  and  took  poffcflion  of  a  ftrong  redoubt  thrown  up  at  the  village  of 
Etoques  within  600  yards  of  the  place,  of  which  lie  immediately  availed 
himfelf  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  the  trenches,  opened  that  evening.  The 
pofitions  of  the  encampments  were  then  changed,  and  the  Duke's  army 
took  up  the  ground  it  was  intended  to  occupy  during  the  fiege,  which 
had  been  previoufly  marked  out  near  Inchi^  a  village  on  the  Chaufsee, 
between  Le  Cateau  and  Cambray,  and  as   advanced  a  fituation  as  tl^e 


LETTER  VI. 

Camp  at  Inchi,*  ^/nV  a6,  I794» 

Dcfcnpthn  of  the  Aid de  Catn/f^s  ftud.'-~GencraI  Attack  on  the  covering  Arnues. 

Noble  bchu'viour  of  the    Britifo  Camalry. — General  Manjel's  fall. — 

Clairfait'sfrji  check. 

FROM  the  Champ  de  Batlaile  I've  the  pleafure  to  write. 
To  announce  a  frefh  viftoiy.     Gods,  what  a  fight ! 
From  the  heights  of  Cateau,  fnug  and  fafe  we  belield 
Whole  myriads  ^vere  ilain,  by  our  cavahy  fell'd. 
The  dogs  we  have  maul'd  and  have  pepper'd  them  well, 
As  the  hacks  and  the  ftains  on  our  fabreswill  tell. 
And  you'll  own  that  the  laurel  my  temples  fhould  crown. 
When  I  tell  you  five  ftecds  I  completely  tir'd  down. 
For  orders  conveying,  wegallop'd  fo  taft, 
The  balls  ^vhiftled  by  us,  and  harmlefsly  paft ; 
Unlucky,  alas  !  Ihould  a  charger  fall  lame, 
As  the  Carmagnols  then  at  their  leifure  might  aim. 

Biftifh  troops  had  ever  been  in;  notwithftanding  which,  they  foonmanc 
themfelves  peifeftly  at  home,  formf  d  excellent  kitchens,  ovens,  &c.  and 
lived  remarkably  well,  being  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions  by  the 
markets  of  Le  Cateau.  The  main  body  of  the  Imperialifts  wereencampcd 
fo  as  to  cover  the  befiegers  on  the  fide  of  Pkardie. 

*  The  troops  were  in  this  pofition  (as  might  naturally  from  their  ad- 
vanced fituation,  have  been  expcfted),  kept  conftantly  on  the  Alerte.  An 
attack  was  made  upon  two  detachments  of  Prince  CoBOuac's  army,  at 
the  out  pofts,  on  the  2lil;  the  Auftrians  repulfed  their  enemies  with 
great  flaughter,  and  bore  off  3  pieces  of  cannon  and  a  howitzer.  Oa 
the  fame  day  an  attempt  was  alfo  made  to  reinforce  the  garr'.fon  of 
Landrecics,  which  produced  a  flight  fkirmifh  in  front  of  the  camp  at 
Inchi,  where  the  French  were  likewife  defeatedj  and  driven  back  upon 
Cambray. 


(      26      ) 

Each  fteed  of  the  warriors  of  yore  had  its  bard ; 

Then  fay,  fhall  the  Mufes  my  nags  difregard  ? 

Greeks  and  Trojans  were  fung  to  a  lyre  moft  divine. 

And  fiire  of  2ifian%a  as  worthy,  are  mine. 

Imprimis,  there's  DunkiPvK,  at  Tatterfall's  bought 

for  twenty^  furpaffmgly  beautiful  thought, 

Who  for  fixty,  dirt  cheap  as  I'm  worthy  belief. 

Was  fold  to  oblige  the  commander  in  chief.       [Cordet, 

Next   Ferraris,    Lincelles,   and   fam'd   Charlotte 

With  Brunswick  renown'd  for  his  fcampering  away. 

A  horfe  in  his  movements  furpaffingly  fleet, 

Whom  I've  mark'd  for  my  faddle  on  ev'ry  retreat. 

Adolphus,  and  Ernest,  Prince  John,  and  the  reft. 

So  excellent  all,  none  can  point  out  the  bell : 

And  the  poet  their  fame  who  attempts  to  recount, 

Should  in  Helicon  dive,  and  on  Pegafus  mount. 

Nay  then,  would  his  numbers  fall  fhort  of  their  merit, 

They  fliew  fo  much  blood,  animation,  and  fpirit ! 

But  their  pedigrees  all  I  intend  {hall  be  feen 

At  full  length  in  a  certain  admir'd  magazine.  ^ 

But  foftly,  I've  ftarted  too  foon  from  the  poft. 

And  muft  inftant  return,  or  the  race  will  be  loft. 

That  hiftorian  in  faft  from  his  purpofe  fteers  wide. 

Who  fails  to  make  method  and  order  his  guide  : 

And  I've  time  at  command,  as  the 's  gone  to  fnatch 

A  Sandwich,  before  he  begins  his  difpatch. 

For  we  write  them  ourfelves,  my  dear  Lucy  remark, 

As  they  frequently  laugh'd  at  our  ci-devant  t  clerk. 

*  See  the  European  Magazines  from  June  1795. 
■\  Sir  J 5  M y. 


r  27  ) 

No  fat'rift  will  therefore  be  found  fuch  an  afs, 
As  to  carp  at  the  letters  ^ve  fend  to  Dundas. 
Nor  fhall  I,  though  defirous,  be  able  to  fing, 
The  feather  the  Bantam  had  pluck'd  from  his  wing ; 
Which,  though  fhap'd  to  an  elegant  pen,  mull  remain 
Unfullied  with  ink,  free  from  blemifli  or  llain ;         high, 
'Twas  fcrap'd,  nicely  form'd,  nibb'd,  and  brandifh'd  on 
Then  grounded  for  ever,  alas !  with  a  figh. 
By  our  firing  diflurb'd  in  the  midft  of  his  nap, 
Apollo  had  rifen  from  fair  Thetis's  lap ; 
And  inftantly  darting  a  piercing  bright  ray, 
Difcover'd  our  foes  in  full  march,  on  their  way 
To  our  camp  ;  all  the  pickets  were  foon  driven  back, 
And  in  filence  we  form'd  to  await  the  attack. 
At  one  glance  their  weak  fide  by  our  chieftain  *  was  feen, 
As  they  drew  tow'rds  the  heights  thro'  a  narrow  ravine ; 
Which  a  battery  commanded,  conceal'd  from  their  view. 
Whence  Ricochet  fhot  we  incelTantly  threw; 
While  our  cavalry  flanking  them,  charg'd  front  and  rear, 
And  the  flaughter  that  follow'd  would  fhock  you  to  hear; 
For  that  writer  but  common  politenefs  obferves, 
Who  fpares  \\isfalr  reader's  too  delicate  nerves. 
Full  fwift  from  the  bow  as  the  arrow  departing,        [ing ; 
Our  men  through  their  ranks  were  feen  defp'rately  dart- 
Yet  with  pride  as  a  Briton  the  trait  I  make  known, 
'Midft  the  havoc  was  quarter  and  clemency  fliewn, 


*  The  Duke  of  York  had,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  ohferved  the 
left  flank  of  the  enemy  to  be  unprotefted,  and,  by  ordering  the  cavalry 
to  wheel  round  and  attack  on  that  fide,  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of 
gaining  the  higheft  credit  by  defeating  the  French  army,  fo  much  fu- 
perior  to  them  in  point  of  numbers. 


(     ==8    1 

Though  meeting  a  bafe  and  perfidious*  return, 
Such  demands  on  their  mercy  compels  them  to  fpuni. 
Unequal  my  lyre  is,  too  feeble  my  lays, 
Their  prowefs  to  paint,  far  furpafling  all  praife! 
And  alas  !  we  too  harfhly  had  fpoke,  I'm  afraid, 
Of  the  former  delay  t  of  our  heavy  brigade, 
Which  Manfel  this  morning  fo  glorioufly  led, 
Brave  Manfel !  whofe  fpirit  indignantly  fled. 

*  An  advanced  battalion  of  the  enemy  upon  the  approach  of  the 
Britifh  cavahy,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  demanded  quarter,  which 
was  inflantly  granted.  No  fooner  had  the  fquadrons  left  them  to  attack 
the  main  body,  than  they  loaded  their  pieces,  and  fired  upon  their  ge- 
nerous conquerors.  This  fort  of  treachery  has  ever  been  confpicuoas  in 
the  gallic  heroes,  though  the  hall  of  the  National  Convention  fo  fre- 
quently refounds  with  bomballlc  accounts  of  their  good  faith  and  hu- 
manity. 

+  As  the  enemy  were  known  to  have  aflembled  in  great  force  at  the 
Cawp  de  Cafar^  near  Cambray,  Prince  Cobourg  requefled  the  Duke  of 
York  would  make  a  Recotuio/Jfance  in  that  dire6lion ;  accordingly  on  the 
evening  of  the  a3d,  Major  General  Manse l's  brigade  of  heavy  cavalry 
■was  ordered  about  a  league  in  front  of  their  camp,  where  they  lay  that 
night  at  a  farm  houfe,  forming  part  oi  a  detachment  under  General 
Otto.  Early  the  next  morning,  an  attack  was  made  on  the  French, 
drawn  up  in  front  of  the  village  of  Villers  en  Couchee  (between  Le  Ca'» 
teau  and  Bouchain)  by  the  15th  regiment  of  Light  Dragoons,  and  two 
fquadrons  of  Auflrian  huflars  ;  they  charged  the  enemy  with  fuch  velo- 
city and  force,  that,  darting  through  their  cavalry,  they  difperfed  a  line 
of  infantry  formed  in  their  rear,  forcing  them  alfo  to  retreat  precipitately 
and  in  great  confufion,  under  cover  of  the  ramparts  of  Cambray,  with  a 
lofs  of  ijjoo  men,  and  3  pieces  of  cannon.  The  only  Britifh  officer 
wounded,  was  Captain  Aylett,  Oo  privates  fell,  and  about  20  were 
wounded. 

Though  the  heavy  brigade  was  formed  at  a  diflance  under  a  brilk 
cannonade,  while  the  light  dragoons  had  fo  glorious  an  opportunity  of 
diflinguifhing  themfelves,  there  are  none  who  can  attach  with  propriety 
any  blame  on  account  of  their  unfortunate  delay,  for  which  General 
pTTo  was  furely,  as  having  the  command,  alone  accountable,  and  not 
General  Mansel,  who  adled  at  all  time?,  there  is  no  doubt,  according  tQ 
the  beft  of  his  judgment,  for  the  good  of  the  fervice. 


(    29    ) 

Urg'd  on  by  reproaches,  all  dangers  he  brav'd. 

No  hero  of  Homer's  more  nobly  behav'd : 

And  I  blufti  as  the  direful  conclufion  I  tell. 

To  feeling  a  martyr  !  our  countr\'m.an  *  fell. 

His  death  to  revenge,  hordes  of  French  bit  the  duft. 

While  Fame  in  her  temple,  with  Pride  rear'd  his  buft. 

And  ah,  if  his  fpirit  Hill  hovers  in  air, 

May  the  praifes  of  Britons  his  forrows  repair ! 

Our  opponents  afraid  to  attempt  the  Chaufsee, 

Made  a  circling  detour  to  re-enter  +  Cambray : 

Thus,  Mejfieurs  ks  Patriot es  fuffer'd  feverely. 

And  paid  for  their  troublefome  vifit  moft  dearly. 

The  Britifh,  to  Inchi  triumphantly  led 

Near  four  hundred  prifoners,  Chapuy  at  their  head ; 

And  by  Congreve's  report,  the  good  folks  were  fo  kin^. 

As  to  leave  their  whole  park  of  artillery  \  behind ; 


*  General  Mansel  rufhing  into  the  thickeft  of  the  enemy,  devoted 
himfelf  to  death,  and  animated  by  his  example,  that  'very  brigade 
performed  fuch  prodigies  of  valor,  as  mufl  have  convinced  the  woild, 
that  Britons,  once  informed  hoiv  to  aB^  juftify  the  highell  opinion  that  can 
pofiibly  be  entertained  of  their  native  courage.  Could  fuch  men 
have  e^/e;- been  willingly  Z'jc^w^r^/'  Certainly  not. 

+  General  Mansel's  fon,  a  captain  in  the  3d  Dragoon  Guards, 
anxious  to  fave  his  father's  life,  had  darted  forwards,  was  taken  prifoner, 
and  carried  into  Cambray.  Since  his  exchange,  he  has  declared  that 
there  was  not,  on  the  26th,  a  Jingle  French  foldler  left  in  the  town,  as 
Chapuy  had  drawn  out  the  whole  garrifon  to  augment  the  army  dellined 
to  attack  the  camp  of  Inchi.  Had  that  circumftance  been  fortunately 
known  at  the  time,  a  detachment  of  the  Britifh  army  might  eafily  have 
matched  along  the  Chaufsee,  and  taken  polTcffion  of  the  place,  ere  the 
Republicans  could  poffibly  have  returned,  as  they  had  in  their  retrca 
defcribcd  a  circuitous  detour  of  fome  miles. 

\  A  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  35  pieces  of  cannon. 

Amongft  them  feveral  of  the  new  conftru6led  tumbrills  belonging  to 
their  fiying  anillery,  on  the  top  of  which  were  leather  feats  for  the  can- 


(     30    ) 

An  attack  the  fame  moment  the  emp'ror  fuflainM, 

But  firm  on  his  perch  the  fpread  eagle  *  remain'd. 

While  Bellegarde  and  Kinjky  both  daringly  fell 

On  their  line,  which,  difperfing  made  off  to  Capelle. 

On  their  haunches  the  Keyfers  kept  clofe,  till  purfuit, 

Was  arrelled  by  night  with  her  afpe6l  of  foot. 

While  on  this  fide  our  vifl'ry  was  brilliant,  complete  !   ^ 

In  wh'ijpers  we  heard  of  Clairfait f  and  defeat ;  >- 

Two  founds  which  I  grieve  fhould  be  fufFer'd  to  meet*  J 

For  furely,  if  ever  a  foldier  was  born. 

His  country  intended  by  fate  to  adorn, 

With  truth  and  with  pride  we  may  venture  to  fay, 

That  hero  was  found  in  field-marfhall  Clairfait; 

All  their  efforts  no  doubt,  he'll  contemptuoufly  fpurn, 

And  the  blows  they  have  dealt  him,  with  int'rell  return. 

On  fuch  trifling  mifhaps  we've  no  time  to  refleft, 

So  adieu,  I  mull  haflen  our  fpoils  to  infpeft. 

Would  that  dinner  was  ferv'd,  I  fliall  fharply  fall  to  't. 

And  with  dainties  and  bumpers  my  fpirits  recruit. 

jionaers,  that  they  might  be  at  all  times  up  with,  and  ready  to  ferve 
their  guns.  Is  this  invention  likely  to  prove  as  ufeful  to  the  French,  as 
the  Duke  of  Richmond's  horjc- artillery  to  the  Britifh? 

*  They  were  repulfed  with  confiderable  flaughter  near  Prkhcs,  and 
purfucd  by  General  Bellegarde,  as  far  as  day-light  would  permit,  in  the 
iieighbourhood  of  La  CapcUe,  havingabandoned  22  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  Britifh  loft  2  officers,  1  quarter-mafler,  52  rank  and  file,  and  153 
horfcs  killed.  3  officers,  1  quartei-mafter,  8  feigeants,  87  rank  and  file, 
and  91  horfcs  wounded,  67  horfes  miffing,  Major  General  Manfel,  and 
Lieutenant  Fellows  were  killed,  Captain  Pigot,  Lieutenant  Moore,  and 
Lieutenant  Froome  wounded,  and  Captain  Manfel  was  taken  prifoner. 

+  The  Republican  vifits  on  the  a6th  were  general  along  the  whole 
frontier,  from  the  eleaorate  of  Treves  to  the  fea.  They  fuccceded  in 
forcing  the  poft  of  Moucrotti  and  took  poffeffion  of  Men'w,  pulhing  for- 
wards towards  Courtray, 


LETTER  VII. 

Head  Quarters, Tournav,  May  /?,  1794. 

Surrender  of  Landrecies — A  reirogade   Move!7;eiit — Abfurd  German   Etiquette—^ 
A  thunder  Storm — lis  Ejects. 


'TIS  my  lot  by  this  poll  in  a  var)-ing  verfe, 
At  once  both  good  fortune  and  bad  to  rehearfe. 
On  this  fide  our  profpefts  are  glorioufly  bright. 
On  that,  there  is  feen  fcarce  a  glimm'ring  of  light. 
Dark  threatening  clouds  the  -wide  landfcape  pervade, 
The  front  richly  glowing,  the  background  in  fhade : 
We  muft  fpeedily  ward  off  the  gathering  ftorm. 
Or  that  Sombre  appearance  the  whole  will  deform. 
Landrecie's  our  own,  and  I  hop'd  to  have  ftated 
The  fall  of  Maubeuge ;  en  avajit  to  have  dated. 
But,  alas  !  when  our  plans  were  arrang'd  to  pufti  on, 
Frefh  tidings  unwelcome  arriv'd  from  Moucron*, 
And  the  fubfequent  letters  from  Clairfait  received, 
Delay'd  the  great  deeds  we  fhould  elfe  have  atchiev'd. 

*  On  April  30,  intelligence  arrived  of  Clairfait's  having  experi- 
enced a  check  at  Moucron  on  the  29th,  which  poft  had  been  retaken  by 
a  corps  of  Hanoverians  under  Count  Oyenhaujen-  The  French  having 
poured  down  upon  it  athird  time  en  maffcjCL  AiRPAiXjWho  had  joined 
the  Hanoverians,  was  obliged  to  retreat,  and  take  up  a  pofition  covering 
the  Chaufsee  from  Tournay  to  Courtray;  a  retrograde  movement  was 
confequently  expefted,  as  no  time  was  to  be  loft  before  Landrecies. 
The  garrifon  of  Menin  under  the  command  of  Major  General  Hammer- 
ftein^  confifting  of  4  battalions  of  Hanoverian  infantry,  and  four  compa- 
nies of  loyal  emigrants,  behaved  nobly.  They  were  fummoned  to  fur- 
render  and  gii'e  up  the  emigrants,  which  they  peremptorily  refufed,  and 
finding  themfelves  completely  furrounded,  fallied  foth,  and  cut  their 
way  fword  in  hand  through  the  enemy's  ranks,  with  fortunately  but 
little  lofs. 
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A  plague  on  that  fortrefs  deteftable  vile, 

That  neft  of  marauders  !  a  plague  upon  Lille ; 

For  a  thorn  in  our  fides  we  at  all  times  have  found  it. 

Forth  vomiting  fiends  on  the  country  around  it. 

To  plunder,  lay  wafte,  and  to  flacken  their  thirft 

With  blood  overgorg'd*  till  quite  ready  to  burft. 

And  then  when  their  meafure  of  crimes  is  replete, 

Welgh'd  down  with  their  fpoils  to  their  dam  they  retreat. 

Who  like  Sin  on  the  confines  of  Pluto's  domain, 

Receives  in  her  womb  her  fell  olTspring  again ; 

And  as  yet  little  good  has  aris'n  it  appears, 

From  arming  the  rabble  we  flyle  Volunteersf , 

We  conceiv'd  they'd  unite  their  own  lands  to  defend, 

And  be  able  with  ftarv'd  Carmagnoles  to  contend, 

Who,  no  longer  with  pillaging  Menin  content, 

Towards  Courtray  in  fwarms  their  fteps  daringly  bent. 

*  The  French  in  many  of  thefe  predatory  excurfions,  were  guilty  of 
the  moft  horrid  exceflcs,  efpccially  when  they  fufpefted  the  inhabitants 
of  having  cencealed  any  part  of  their  property.  Prlejis  being  marked 
ohjefts  of  their  refentment,  were  frequently  butchered  in  cold  blood. 
Ever  guided  by  caprice  and  whim,  they  at  times  would  content  them- 
felves  with  colleding  their  booty,  and  retire  witliout  having  committed 
any  of  thofe  atrocities  ^A/hich  would  probably  mark  their  next  vifit. 

+  The  Emperor  had  determined  towards  the  clofe  of  the  laft  Cam- 
paign, to  arm  the  Peafantry,  that  they  might  be  induced  under  the 
idea  of  protetling  their  own  propeity,  to  aflifl  in  covering  his  Fron- 
tiers from  invafion. 

As  Weft  Flanders  is  extremely  populous,  great  numbers  of  thefe  tc- 
hnteen  enrolled  themfelves  ;  and  the  fmall  arms  taken  at  Valen- 
ciennes, Conde,  and  Le  Quefnoi,  were  fufficient  to  equip  them  for  the 
iield.  But,  when  the  grand  army  advanced  upon  Landrecies,  and  the 
French  came  thundering  downenmaffe  upon  Clairf ait's  handful  of 
men,  they  were  of  little  or  no  ufe.  The  inhabitants  of  the  LowCountries, 
having  upon  all  occafions,  fhewn  themfelves  difafFcfled  to  the  Imperial 
Government,  it  was  a  dangerous  expeiiment '^to  put  ofFenfive  weapons 
into  their  hands,  though /^r;-Zifl/>5  a  want  of  men  juftified  it.  Many  of 
them  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  end  turned  upon  the  Allies,  and  aflifted 
the  French  to  overrun  the  country. 
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Wh^e,  fly  dogs,  they  well  knew  there  was  booty  in  ftore, 
They  might  riot  for  months  *,  and  returning  find  more. 
Thank  the  liars,  Coufin  Orange  his  point  galn'd  fo  foon. 
Had  Landrecies  held  out  next  day  but  till  noon, 
I^owever  fome  folks  might  have  low'r'd  and  cry'd  fie  on't. 
We  all  had  decamp'd,  my  dear  Lucy,  rely  on't.     [fcroll. 
Then  the  French  might  have  lengthen'd  their  favorite 
And  giv'n  Coz.  a  place  in  their  Chant  Carmagnolef . 
At  midnight  the  mules  were  led  forth,  and  the  plate 
Made  them  crouch  tow'rds  the  ground  with  its  ponderous 
For  Francis  requefled  ^  we'd  haften  to  join  [weight. 

Clairfait,  and  our  force  with  the  Alarelhall's  combine ; 
Who  fatigued  with  frelh  foes  pouring  down  without  end. 
Was  at  length  to  his  fafety  obliged  to  attend. 


*  Courtray  was  famous  for  a  manufadlory  of  very  fine  linen  cloth, 
brought  to  fuch  perfection,  that  famplts  could  be  produced  nearly  as  de- 
licately woven,  and  as  even  as  cambric.  The  merchants  had  not  time  to 
remove  their  flock  in  hand,  and  the  quantities  carried  off  by  the  Repub- 
lican free  hooters  were  immcnfe,  and  valuaole  in  the  extreme;  the  prime 
pieces  producing  eighteen  Ihillingsper  yard. 

f  The  French  recorded  every  advantage  they  gained  over  the  Allies, 
in  the  Song  called  La  Carmagnol.  Upon  the  retreat  from  Dunkirk, 
they  did  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Commander  in  Chief  the  honour  of  in- 
troducing him  as  follows : 

Le  D — E  de  Y — k  s'etoit  promis, 
Que  Dunkirk  feroit  bieritot  pris, 
Mais  Ton  toup  a  Manque, 
Grace  a  nos  Cannoniers. 

CHO: 

Canfons  la  Carmagnole, 

Vive  le  fon, 
Danfons  la  Carmagnole, 

Vive  le  fon,  du  Canon. 

+  Landrecies  had  been  fummoncd  on  the  126.  of  April,  but  the  Gover- 
nor refufing  to  fiirrender,  the  bombardment  recommenced,  and  was  con- 
VOL.  II.  D 
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By  the  found  of  retreat  *,  fad  experience  has  (hewn,! 
The  fteadiefl  troops  In  diforder  are  thrown  : 
it  conveys  fuch  a  chill  to  the  Veteran's  foul. 
As  inftantly  makes  him  unfit  for  controul. 
After  eight  hours  hard  fighting  the  braveft  will  mind  it, 
However,  by  turns  foften'd  down,  he  may  find  it, 
For  'tis  fix'd  in  our  minds  ever  fince  the  creation, 
That  the  firft  law  of  nature  is  felf-prefervation. 
With  concifenefs,  dear  Girl,  my  narration  to  fweeten. 
Suffice  it  Clairfait  was  confoundedly  beaten; 


tinued  for  three  days  with  unabating  feverlty.  On  the  30th  the  garrifon 
demanded  a  ceffation  of  hoftilities  for  48  hours,  to  draw  up  articles  of 
capitulation,  but  on  account  of  the  intelligence  received  from  Clair- 
fait, only  one  hour  was  granted. — 8000  men  furrendered  themfelves 
as  prifoners  of  war;  about  loco  of  the  garrifon,  and  nearly  aco  of  the 
inhabitants  loft  their  lives  during  the  bombardment,  which  commenced 
on  the  25th,  The  houfes  had  been  much  damaged  by  fliells  thrown  into 
the  town,  though  fcarce  any  impreflion  had  been  made  upon  the  fortifi- 
cations. At  eleven  o'clock  that  fame  tiigbt^  the  Duke  of  York's  army  was 
in  motion. 

*  Clairfait  had  determined  to  attack  the  enemy,  upon  the  arrival 
of  fix  battalions  of  Auflrian  Infantry  he  daily  expelled  from  the  Empe- 
ror's army.  Pi cHEGRu  aware  that  after  the  fall  of  Landrecies,  Clair- 
fait would  receive  confiderable  reinforcements,  was  however  before- 
hand  with  him,  and  advanced  upon  Moucron,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  29th.  The  Auftrians  behaved  with  great  courage  and 
their  ufual  firmnefs  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  orders  to  rcireac 
were  given,  and  they  fell  back  in  fuch  confuiion,  that  it  became  impof- 
fible  to  rally  them. 

At  this  period  Gen.  Beaulieu  gained  fome  confiderable  advantages  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Arlons,  fituated  in  the  Duchy  of  Luxemburg. 
Having  carried  feveral  important  pofts,  he  attacked  the  French  Camp  at 
Wolfberg,  where  they  had  ao,o©o  men,  forming  a  part  of  their  grand 
army  of  52,000. — Afcending  the  mountains  the  Republicans  fled  in  every 
direction,  upon  the  approach  of  the  Auftrian  columns.  Beaulieu  re- 
turned 4  officers,  and  300  privates  killed  and  wounded,  and  computed 
the  lofs  fuflalned  by  his  adverfaries  at  upwards  of  800,  6  guns,  a  howit- 
Eer,  with  feveral  horfes,  ammunition  waggons,  and  7Z  prifoners. 
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And  his  enemies,  conquerous  in  evVy  attack, 

Our  army  on  Flanders  was  forc'd  to  fall  back ; 

But  the  Emp'ror  and  Cobourg  both  daringly  prefs'd 

En  avant,  ftill  determin'd  Maubeuge  to  inveft, 

By  ambition  much  more  than  by  prudence  poflefs' 

Our  ftaff  unaccuftom'd  fatigues  to  endure, 

Gal  lop 'd  muttering  forwards  fnug  births  to  fecure. 

Defirous  for  once  to  abide  by  the  rough  of  it, 

I  march'd  with  the  Guards  and  experienc'd  enough  of  it. 

The  firft  night  I  brav'd,  and,  befriended  by  weather. 

Its  weight  on  my  mind  might  be  pois'd  by  a  feather. 

At  Famars  *  were  we  halted  three  hours,  where  all  woes 

Were  fteep*d  in  oblivion  by  balmy  repofe. 

When  rous'd  from  our  flumbers  refrefhing  and  fweet, 

With  forrow  we  heard  the  harfh  Generale  beat. 

'Twas  long  ere  our  column  was  form'd,  for  you  know 

From  time  immemorial  great  bodies  move  flow* 

Tho*  jaded  enough,  as  I  needs  muft  confefs, 

That  they  gave  us  a  five  miles  detour  you'll  fcarce  guefs. 

At  Valenciennes  againfl  us  was  barr'd  ev'ry  gate ; 

So  will'd  Etiquette  +  and  high  Keyfirlick  flate* 


*  The  army  arrived  at  Famars,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  on 
the  iftof  May. 

f  The  Auflrlans  never  upon  any  occafion  permitted  foreign  troops  to 
pafs  through  their  garrifoned  towns,  and  their  own  co-operating  with  the 
Britifh,  were  looked  upon  In  that  light ;  frequently  in  the  laft  Campaign, 
when  the  route  lay  in  the  dire»5lion  of  Valenciennes  and  Le  Quefnoi :  the 
Britiih  army  has  on  that  account  been  obliged  to  make  long  and  fatiguing 
detours ;  but  keeping  up  that  nonfenfical  form  at  a  time  when  troops  wero 
upon  a  forced  march,  haftening  to  co-operate  with  one  of  their  own  ge- 
nerals, for  the  defence  of  their  Sovereign's  territories  threatened  with 
a  formidable  invafion,  was  furely  inexcufable,  and  impolitic  in  the  ex» 
treme.  Though  liable  to  be  called  into  adlion  for  any  thing  they  knew 
to  the  contrary  the  very  next  day,  was  the  Duke  of  York's  army  drives 
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Thus  breaking  tliro'  ail  horpitalky's  laws, 

Nos  amis  for  complaint  you'll  allow  gave  us  caufe. 

Our  troops  were  compell'd  the  ChaulTee  to  forfake, 

Malgrez  eux,  to  a  miry  deep  road  to  betake. 

Where  the  cannon  fo  frequently  fluck  in  the  mud, 

That  night  having  harnefs'd  her  ebony  ilud, 

O'ertook  us,  and  frowning  at  this  our  intrufion, 

Determin'd  to  throw  us  in  horrid  confufion. 

From  her  clutches  in  future,  good  heavens  defend  us^ 

For  ne'er  was  the  Hag  fo  completely  tremendous. 

Could  I  gain  to  my  c^ufe  an  Hexameter  Mufe, 

A  fubje6l  more  proper,  what  poet  could  chufe 

Than  her  terrors !  but  vainly  I  batter  my  brains^ 

My  pen  glances  off  into  titupping  ftrains. 

More  proper  I  own  to  hand  over  'twould  feera. 

To  heroic  defcribers  fo  glorious  a  theme ; 

Yet  I  hope  as  the  trifle  efcapes  from  my  hand^ 

That  my  tropes  unaffefted  you'll  ftill  underjland. 

Each  fiend  had  apparently  flown  from  his  fliade. 

O'er  a  kingdom  unpeopled  the  fceptre  was  fway'd 

By  HelFs  grifly  Monarch— the  elements  raged, 

And  fancy  depicted  the  furies  engaged. 

So  jet  black  an  atmofphere  round  us  was  fpread,     [head. 

That  I  fcarce  could  difcover  e'en  Brunswick's*  white 

Save  at  times  when  loud  peals  ot  harfli  thunder  between 

Broad  flaflies  of  light'ning  illumin'd  the  fcene.       [view'd 

Then  the  heavens  feem^d  to  open,  and  awe  ftruck  we 

The  fplendid  refulgence  which  inllant  enfued. 

from  the  paved  road.  Into  heavy  clayey  ground,  through  which  the  hor- 
fes  were fcarcely  able  to  drag  the  artillery  and  ammunition  waggons; 
and,  owing  to  the  frequent  and  unavoidable  halts,  it  was  pitch  dark  be- 
fore the  troops  reached  Raifmes , 

*  His  horfe  fo  named,— See  Letter  VI.  Campaign  of  1794.. 
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^-  deplorable  ftate,  which  before  was  conceal "d 
From  GUI'  knowledge,  at  intervals  thus  was  reveaFd. 
Here,  a  batt  horfe  was  feen  in  the  mud  holes  to  flounder, 
There,  with  all  its  etceteras  a  proftrate  nine  pounder. 
With  foldiers  and  waggons  the  ditches  were  cramm'd. 
With  long  tail  Troupees,  all  the  waters  were  dam'd. 
And,  alas !  we  had  nearly  to  mourn  an  event, 
That  with  forrow  the  hearts  of  the  army  had  rent. 
Lake  foremoll  at  all  times  their  labours  to  fhare, 
To  their  comforts  attending  with  fatherly  care, 
Had  nearly  a  facrifice  fall'n  to  that  night. 
But  pleas'd,  his  efcape  with  his  perils  I  vvaite. 
His  fpirited  charger  hung  back,  and  difmay'd, 
By  the  fork'd  flakes  of  fire  darting  round  him  that  play'd. 
Contemning  controul  foam'd,  and  plunging  with  force, 
From  fide  to  fide  madly  direfted  his  courfe, 
Till  headlong  he  ruflied  in  the  treach'rous  foflee  : 
His  rider  fore  bruis'd  long  in  agony  lay. 
Few  able  afliftance  to  lend,  fo  pitch  dark 
Was  the  night,  very  few  could  his  danger  remark. 
Once  difcover'd,  I've  fcarc-ely  occaflon  to  tell, 
All  flew  to  his  aid,  for  they  thought  on  Lixcelles. 
Perceiving  it  totally  fruitlefs  and  vain 
To  proceed  'mjdfl:  the  ftorm  and  the  deluge  of  rain, 
Thro'  the  fcattbr'd  mix'd  ranks  it  was  fcx)n  underftoodj 
Each  difperfmg,  fhould  fhift  for  himfeli",  as  he  could. 

■*  Into  fuch  CO nfufion  was  the  army  thrown,  that  Auftrians  andBntifli, 
<:avalry  and  infantry,  were  all  jumbled  together  ;  fcavce  ten  men  per 
company  would  be  brought  up  the  next  morning  to  the  Abbaye  VifcoiuCt 
by  the  guards,  or  as  many  per  troop  by  the  cavalry;  when  the  flragglers 
were  colleAed,  the  whole  proceeded  to  St.  Araand,  halted  till  the  3d  of 
May,  and  then  were  marched  to  their  Camp  near  Marqain,  a  village 
about  a  league  from  Tournay,  a  little  to  tlie  right  of  the  Chauffee  lead- 
ing to  Lille. 
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0  !  Lucy,  what  raptures  I  felt  the  next  day. 
When  I  faw  at  a  diftance  the  fpires  of  Tournay ! 
My  extatic  fenfations  no  words  can  explain. 
When  hail'd  by  the  rofy  giU'd  fathers  again. 
Thus  lucky,  if  ever  a  mad  volunteer, 

1  fally  forth  more — may,  O  wifh  moft  fevere  f 
May  Lucy  refufe  all  the  joys  fhe  can  give. 
And  banifh'd  from  beauty  a  wretch  may  I  live ! 


LETTER  VIII. 

Head  Quarters,  Tournay,  May  19,  1794- 
jittacki — VtSJonet — Defeat: — Wonderful  Perth — Miraculous  Efcapts. 

OH,  Lucy  !  we've  been  in  a  terrible  fcrape, 

And  truly  miraculous,  Girl,  our  efcape. 

Conceive  all  that's  bad,  then  you'll  half  underftand 

Our  perils  hyfea^  and  our  perils  by  land ; 

And  had  it  not  been  for  the  fleeteft  of  jfleeds. 

You  mull  weeping  have  mounted  the  bombazeen  weeds ; 

And,  O  fhocking  to  think  of  the  mournful  parade  ! 

The  nation  at  large  been  in  fables  array'd  : 

In  fables  array'd,  for  near  popp'd  from  the  hooks 

Were  the and  your  hero,  and  caft  to  the  rooks. 

But  let  me  my  fluttering  goofe  quill  reftrain 

In  a  ftyle  chronologic,  events  to  explain. 

Yet  that  cursed  eight  pounder  fo  near  ftruck  me  dead, 

That  order  and  method  have  flown  from  my  head. 

Before  me  ftill  dances  the  Stygian  Ferry, 

And  grim-vifag'd  Charon  appears  in  his  wherry, 

With  his  iron-fhod  boat-hook  repulfmg  my  ghoil, 

As  unburied  my  corfe  on  the  turf  had  been  tofs'd. 

Begone  filly  phantoms,  I'm  found  as  a  roach. 

My  dangers  are  part,  and  my  pleafures  approach ; 

And  now  to  my  hift'ry  ;  intent  to  combine 

Our  force  with  Clairf ait's,  on  the  enemy's  line 

An  attack  was  thought  proper,  and  ergo  decreed. 

Ere  with  fafety  we  could  tow'rds  the  Keyfirs  proceed^ 


(     4°     ) 

"This  plan  was  no  fooner  arrang'd  than  prevented, 

And  as  matters  turn'd  out,  we  were  fully  contented; 

For  a  favorite  maxim  it  fcems  with  our  foe, 

That  the  battle's  half  his  who  obtains  the  firft  blow. 

To  be  brief,  my  fweet  Girl,  ces  Meffieurs  Patriotes, 

Advancing  drove  in  our Tirolians *  and  Croats; 

Then  menaced  our  left,  where  in  ambufh  hard  by, 

Old  Kaunitz  was  plac'd  in  a  wood,  fnug  and  fly  ; 

Like  a  tyger  half-flarv'd,  he  fprung  forth  on  liis  prey, 

And  forced  them  to  croud  all  their  fails,  and  away. 

But  they  fpeedily  rallied,  and  little  difmay'd, 

Pufh'd  on  in  the  face  of  a  briflc  cannonade. 

Again  they  attack'd  us,  again  were  fubdued. 

And  flaughter  and  carnage  moll  horrid,  enfued. 

To  our  Chieftain  their  right  unprotefted  appear'd, 

And  their  courfe  tow'rds  tjhat flank  our  brave  cavalryfteer'd. 

Their  valour  to  fmg,  what  prefumption  is  mine  ! 

It  calls  for  a  lyre  ftrung  by  fingers  divine ; 

For  fhould  fulfome  bombaff  the  pure  paper  deface, 

The  poet  would  find  himfelf  plung'd  in  difgrace  ; 

Andtho'  Fortune  that  whimfical  jade  with  a  frown^ 

In  fhadow  en  majfe  +  throws  our  former  renown, 


*  On  the  loth  of  May,  at  day-break,  the  Republicans  commenced 
their  attack  upon  the  Duke  of  York's  army,  and  having  driven  in  the 
put  pofts,  attempted  to  gain  the  left  flank,  which  was  however  protedled 
by  a  thick  wood,  where  the  Auftrian  regiment  of  Kau  nitz  was  polled. 

f  However  fuccefsful  the  fyftem  adopted  by  the  French  nation,  of 
forming  themfelves  like  the  ancient  Romans  Into  one  Immenfe  military 
Republic^  has  unfortunately  proved  in  the  end,  the  Britifh  have  upon 
every  occafion  been  vidtorious,  when  engaged  fcparately  with  their  ene- 
mies. Their  little  fuccefsful  fkirmllhes  mufl  afford  fubjedls  of  pleafing 
contemplation  to  their  countrymen,  as  they  prove  that  Englilh  foldiers 
have  done  their  duty,  and  will  in  fome  degree  confole  them  for  the  failure 
cf  every  effetft  yet  made  ufe  of  to  fubdue  our  Hydra-headed  enemy  by  land. 


(     4»     ) 

She  kindly  determines  the  Britifli  fliould  reap 
Such  laurels  as  ever  their  verdure  muft  keep. 
All  the  retrog?de  motions  of  ninety  and  four. 
We  perhaps  in  the  end  may  have  caufe  to  deplore  ; 
Yet  let  John  Bull  refleft  fhouid  he  growl  and  complain, 
To  our  cavalry  this  was  a  glorious  Campaign  ; 
■  Which  nothing  more  clearly  can  bring  to  his  view, 
Than  the  honour  they  gain'd  on  the  plains  of  Baifieu*. 
The  French  at  one  glimpfe  our  intentions  perceiv'd, 
And  with  wonderful  firmnefs  the  charge  was  receiv'd. 
Our  fquadrons  pour'd  down  with  fuch  fpirit  and  force, 
That  they  quickly  difpers'd  all  the  Carmagnol  horfe; 
Still  the  infantry  made  a  more  fteady  refillance, 
And  their  mufquetry  kept  our  brave  troops  at  a  diftance. 
Thrice  they  charg'd,  tho'  apparently  death  they  embrac'd, 
Agalnft  them  fo  firmly  the  bayonets  t  were  plac'd. 

*  Lieut.  Gen.  Harcourt  was  de-iached  to  turn  the  right  flank  of  the 
enemy  with  fixteen  fquadrons  of  Britifh  Cavalry,  and  two  of  Auftrian 
HufTars :  between  them  and  the  enemy's  column  of  Infantry,  the  ground 
had  been  planted  %uith  ra^-e,  to  prepare  for  which  the  Farmer  digs  deep 
narrow  trenches,  refcmbling  thole  formed  where  celery  is  planted.  Not 
aware  of  this  circumflance,  our  dragoons  charged,  and  many  of  their 
horfes  fell,  (as  the  ground  where  rape  is  planted,  is  hardly  pafiable  by 
Infantry,)  which  occafioned  fome  degree  of  confufion,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  retreat,  and  make  their  attack  upon  another  quarter,  where 
they  found  the  French  drawn  up  to  receive  them  in  a  dofe  compa(5l 
column. 

f  Infantry,  If  firm  and  fleady,  muft  at  all  times  keep  cavalry  at  bay. 
The  front  ranks  kneel,  and  placing  the  butts  of  their  firelocks  firmly  on 
the  ground,  oppcfe  the  points  of  their  bayonets  to  the  breafls  of  the 
advancing  horfes,  while  the  rear  ranks  keep  up  an  inceflant  fire  upon  the 
riders.  Nine  times  out  of  ten.  Infantry  after  fuftalning  one  or  two 
charges  begin  to  waver,  and  then  the  weight  and  rapidity  of  cavalry 
muft  prevail.  In  this  inflance  the  French  were  fteady  till  fome  pieces 
of  artillery  were  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  and  the  dragoons  were 
thereby  enabled  to  penetrate  their  column. 


} 
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At  length  wlien  our  amuzettes  order'd  to  play 

'Midfl  the  thick  crouded  ranks  of  Meffieurs  les  Francois 

Took  the  wifh'd-for  effeft,  on  all  fides  they  gave  way. 

Then  our  wary  dragoons  with  a  heart  piercing  fhout, 

Tbund'ringdown,  broke  the  line  and  completed  the  rout* 

Kight,  left,  front,  and  rear,  fell  promifcuoufly  hew'd, 

And  the  field  was  with  limbs  and  lopp'd  carcafes  ftrew'd* 

More  trifling  the  lofs  by  the  Vigors  fuftain'd. 

Than  ufual  when  ground/?  difputed,  is  gain'd. 

You'll  exclaim  that  this  bufmefs  I  enter  too  large  in. 

And  wifti  that  I  ftated  our  lofs  as  per  margin  *. 

By  a  wearied  out  bullet  Prince  Ernest  was  bruis'd, 

But  fome  herbs,  N — th  afTures  us,  in  brandy  infus'd. 

With  a  ditto  repeated,  and  bleeding,  he*s  fure 

Will  foon  bring  about  a  moft  excellent  cure ; 

And  N — Ti-it  is  a  man  of  fuch  judgment  profefs'd. 

That  on  that  head  our  minds  are  entirely  at  reft. 

Hal  Cl-nt-n,  that  noify  that  venturefome  boy, 

Whofe  fprightlinefs  tends  cank'ring  care  to  deflroy ; 

*  The  Brxtlfii  lofll  on  the  lotb,  only  I  ferjeant,  50  rank  and  file,  and 
90  liorfes  killed. — 6  officers,  4  ferjeants,  73  rank  and  file,  and  188  horfes 
woiinded,  with  3*  mifiing.  The  Hanoverians  on  the  right  were  attacked 
■with  equal  vigour,  but  maintained  their  poft.  Prince  Ernest  received 
a  contufion  on  the  elbow  by  a  fpentball.  Major  Clinton,  Aid-de-Camp 
£0  his  Royal  Highnefs,  Capt.  Hawker,  and  Lieut.  Archer  of  the  Six- 
teenth Light  Dragoons;  Lieut.  Jones,  Second  Dragoons;  Cornet 
Smith  of  the  Royal  Horfe  Guards  Blue;  and  Cornet  Bond  of  the 
Sixth  Dragoon  Guards,  were  wounded.  The  feveral  attacks  were  made 
Bpon  the  pofts  of  Sailli,  Ba'ijleu^  Campb'm,  BachI,  &c.  extending  from 
Laraioi  towards  Orchies. — i^  pieces  of  cannon,  and  700  prifoners  were 
talten  during  the  day»  and  the  enemy's  lofs  was  computed  at  aoao,  killed 
and  wounded. 

f  Surgeon  to  the  family  or  his  Royal  Highnefs,  and  of  conrfe  a  con» 
ftam  reiident  at  head-quarters. 
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ManagM  matters  fo  ill  he  near  got  a  quietus. 

But  again  with  his  wit  he'll  be  able  to  treat  us. 

Yes  again  he  the  table  fhall  fet  in  a  roar, 

And  quiz  ev'ry  fellow  we  reckon  a  boar ;  f  doubt 

For  his  wound  is  a  flefli  wound,  and  North  there's  no 

By  his  fatisfied  nod,  will  foon  bring  him  about. 

And  if  we  may  judge  by  his  fkill  at  a  goofe, 

N — th's  lancet  of  late  has  been  often  in  ufe, 

For  I'm  told  your  nice  Surgeons  will  carve  to  a  hair. 

And  he  carves  as  he  eats,  till  the  vifitors  flare. 

But  when  Hal  is  recover'd  I'll  then  be  his  tutor. 

And  teach  him  to  take  better  care  for  the  future. 

The  French  owed  to  Kaunitz  a  terrible  grudge, 

And  determin'd  to  make  the  old  Veteran  trudge, 

For  they  knew  that  he  put  the  firft  fpoke  in  the  wheel. 

When  they  thought  on  our  camp  undifcover'd  to  ileal. 

So  refolving  in  force  to  pufh  over  the  Sambre, 

Were  feen  in  fuch  clufters  on  pontoons  to  clamber. 

That  Kaunitz  fell  back  to  take  up  a  ftrong  ftation, 

W^ell  covering  Mons,  then  in  great  trepidation. 

And  the  Carmagnols,  juft  as  he  wifh'd  and  fufpe£ted, 

Purfued,  where  by  works  and  entrenchments  protefted. 

He  was  able  to  give  them  fo  handfome  a  dreffing*, 

That  in  future  they'll  fcarce  be  fo  forward  and  prefTing; 

Yet  thefe  frequent  attacks  on  his  fev'ral  commanders. 

Made  the  Emperor  quake  for  the  fafety  of  Flanders. 


*  The  enemy  having  fucceeded  in  forcing  the  paiTage  of  the  Samhn^ 
obliged  Gen.  Kauniiz  to  fall  back  upon  Mons,  in  which  pofition  he 
was  attacked  on  the  14th   of  May.     His  army  proving  vidorious,  he 
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So  great  Casfar  came  pofl*  with  his  whifker-HppM  train, 

In  wrath  that  they  dar'd  to  befiege  his  domain ; 

Determin'd  at  once  to  pour  down  in  fuch  force 

On  his  foes,  as  fliould  foon  make  them  alter  their  courfe, 

And  fwore  if  with  Clairfait  we  mingled  our  banners, 

He'd  very  foon  mend  Monfieur  Pichegru's  manners. 

Again  on  Menin  and  on  Courtray  would  feize, 

When  both  armies  join'd  on  this  fi^e  of  the  Lys. 

To  acompiifli  this  purpofe  once  more  we  were  rous'd» 

Ere  we'd  felt  ourfelves  fettled  and  quietly  hous'd ; 

Feus  de  joie,  and  the  recent  Te  deum  we  found. 

Still  ftrike  on  our  ears  with  a  low  buzzing  found. 

The  kind-hearted  Monks  blefs'd  our  arms,  fprinkled  water. 

And  pray'd  w^e  might  hofts  of  our  enemies  flaughter. 

While  Ferraris  his  bit  champing,  fpurning  controul, 

His  eyes  darting  forth  ail  the  fire  of  his  foul, 

Seem'd  impatient  till  flow  preparation  fhould  end, 

And  enable  your  champion  his  back  to  afcend. 

piirfiied  the  Republicans,  and  obliged  them  to  repafs  the  river  with  a 
lofs,  the  Gazette  flates,  of  5000  men^  and  3  pieces  of  cannon.  That  ac- 
count mud  however  have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  as  the  returns  of 
the  enemy's  killed  and  wounded  generally  are,  being  at  all  times  matters 
of  mere  conjecture. 

*  Clairfait  was  attacked  and  driven  back  upon  Thielt,  (between 
Courtray  and  Bruges,)  the  nth,  which  determined  the  Emperor  to  give 
lip  all  thoughts  of  penetrating  into  the  heart  of  France,  till  he  had 
driven  the  invaders  from  his  own  Frontiers  :  to  accomplifh  which  pur- 
pofe it  was  neceflary,  not  only  for  Clairfait's  army,  and  that  under 
the  Duke  of  York's  command,  to  form  a  jundiion,  but  for  the  whole 
force  to  be  confolidated.  His  Imperial  Majelly  accordingly  leaving  his 
Brother  to  condud  his  army  near  Orcbies,  fent  confiderable  reinforce- 
ments to  the  Corps  of  Auftrians  with  the  Duke,  and  arrived  at  Tournay, 
to  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  refolving  to  attack  the  enemy  between 
Clairfait's  army  and  his  own,  feparated  by  the  River  Lys. 


r  45  ; 

/orth  we  inft^ntly  fallied,  as  blythe  and  as  gay, 
As  the  filver-ton'd  thrufli  in  the  middle  of  May. 
I  firft  by  the  bye,  took  a  peep  at  the  yard. 
And  deUver'd  the  mules  up  in  charge  to  the  guard  *; 
Our  column  the  fifthf  of  the  army  comprized. 
Which  was  thus  with  a  march  unexpefted  furpriz'd, 
You'd  been  dazzled,  my  love,  with  fuch  myriads  in  arms, 
Who  in  Hyde  Park  Reviews  find  fuch  exquifite  charms* 


*  The  officer  on  his  Royal  Highnefs's  guard,  had  ufually  the  honour 
of  being  intrufted  with  the  care  of  the  funipter  mules  and  baggage,  when 
any  movement  took  place. 

f  On  the  i6thof  May,  the  grand  army  advanced  in  five  columns,  the 
two  on  the  left  were  deftincd  to  carry  the  paflage  of  the  River  Marque, 
and  by  driving  back  the  French,  polled  on  the  oppofite  banks,  to  cover 
the  operations  of  the  3  remaining  columns,  ordered  to  force  the  enemy 
in  pofTeffion  of  RoubaiXy  Watreloos,  and  Moucron,  thereby  favouring 
Clairfait's  manoeuvres  to  pafs  over  the  River  Lys.  By  the  intended 
jundion  of  the  two  armies,  all  communication  between  Lille  and  Cour- 
tray  would  have  been  cut  off.  On  the  17th  the  paflage  of  the  River 
Marque  was  forced  fo  late,  and  the  troops  were  fo  fatigued  that  they  did 
not  accomplifh  the  remainder  of  the  propofed  plan,  and  the  column  on 
the  right  under  Gen.  Busche,  finding  the  enemy  at  Moucrontoo  ftrong- 
ly  polled  to  rifque  an  attack,  fell  back  upon  Waerco'm  fur  VEjcaut,  Lieut, 
Gen.  Ottos  column  advancing  through  LUrs^  drove  the  enemy  from 
Watreloos,  pulhing  on  to  Tourcoin,  between  Menin  and  Roubaix,  while 
that  under  the  command  of  his  Royal  Highntfs  the  Duke  of  York,  con- 
fifling  of  feven  battalions  of  Britilh  Infantry,  (the  Guards,  and  Second 
Brigade)  5  of  Auftrians,  and  a  of  Heffians,  with  6  fquadrons  of  Light 
Dragoons,  and  4  of  Auflrian  Huflars,  moved  forwards  from  Templeuve, 
forcing  the  enemy  to  evacuate  Lannoi,  after  a  Ihort  cannonade.  There 
Major  Wright  of  the  Artillery  was  unfortunately  killed  on  nearly  the 
fame  fpot  where  Capt.  Sutherland  fell,  and  Capt.  Thornton  lofl  an 
arm  the  former  Campaign.  Major  Wright  was  an  officer  of  great  pro- 
ftffional  merit,  and  univerfally  regretted  by  the  army  at  large.  His 
thigh  was  fmafhed  by  a  cannon-ball,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  furgical 
alTiftance  could  be  of  the  leaft  fervice.  Lieut.  Col.  Ludlow,  of  the 
tlank  Battalion  Guards,  received  a  fevere  wound  in  the  left  arm  by  a 
grape-fhot,  which  rendered  immediate  amputation  neceflary. 


(    46    ) 

The  French,  as  we  march'd  tow'rds  Roubaix  from  Tern* 

pleuve, 
Were  fpeedily  deftin'd  our  prowefs  to  prove. 
We  treated  their  pofts  with  a  few  fhot  and  fliell, 
And  aw'd  by  our  prefence  they  rapidly  fell. 
Here  the  —  would  as  prudence'*  commanded  have  ftay*d, 
Since  the  Auftrians  their  deftin'd  attacks  had  delay 'd ; 
But  great  Caefar,  puff'd  up  by  apparent  fuccefs. 
Still  anxious  tow'rds  Clairf ait's  pofition  to  prefs, 
Infijded  we  ftraight  fliould  advance  on  the  foe, 
And  fuddenly  feize  on  the  poll  of  Mouvaux. 


*  The  Duke  of  York  not  having  received  any  intelligence  from  the 
columns  on  his  right  and  left,  after  having  carried  the  poll  of  Roubaix, 
did  not  think  it  prudent  to  advance  any  further,  but  meant  to  have  taken 
a  pofition  on  the  heights  behind  Lannoi,  leaving  the  advanced  guard  un- 
der Gen.  Abercrombi  E  at  Roubaix*  The  orders  for  this  purpofe  were 
adlually  given,  when  the  Emperor  dire<Sled  his  Royal  Highnefs  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  attack  of  Mowvaux.  Thus  the  blame  of  having  advanced 
this  column  fo  near  to  the  fortrefs  of  Lille,  was  certainly  removed  from 
the  Britilh  Commander  in  Chief,  and  the  fubfequent  misfortunes  fuftain- 
edby  the  troops,  were  entirely  owing  to  the  raflinefs  and  indifcretion  of 
his  Imperial  Majelly.  The  attack  was  however  inftantly  made  by  the 
4  battalions  of  guards,  forming  the  advanced  corps,  led  on  by  General 
Abercrombie.  After  a  flaort  but  lively  cannonade,  the  grenadiers  and 
light  infantry  dafhed  into  the  village,  and  in  taking poffeffion  of  it,  Lieut. 
Col.  Manners,  who  commanded  the  Light  Infantry,  was  flightly 
wounded.  The  Republicans  retired,  leaving  3  pieces  of  cannon  behind 
them,  and  were  purfued  by  the  Light  Dragoons  as  far  as  Bondues,  a  village 
on  the  Chauffee,  about  one  league  and  three  quarters  from  Lille,  and 
Lieut.  Col.  Churchill  reported  great  numbers  that  his  men  had  fabred. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Abercrombie  remained  with  the  guards  at  Mouvaux  : — 
4  Aullrian  Battalions  were  pofled  to  cover  Roubaix,  and  the  Second 
Brigade  was  detached  to  the  left,  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen. 
Fox,  to  take  up  a  pofition  on  the  Chauffee,  leading  from  Roubaix  to  Lille, 
(near  Croix.)  The  advanced  pofts  communicating  with  Gen,  Otto, 
on  the  heights  towards  Turcoin, 
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Abercrombie  was  dellin'd  to  lead  on  the  vai:. 
That  fteady,  that  brave,  cool,  deliberate  man ! 
In  whom  ev'ry  talent  is  feen  to  combine. 
By  which  we  the  Soldier,  the  General  define. 
His  deep-mouth'd  artillery  ceafmg  to  roar. 
We  knew  by  that  token  refillaRce  was  o'er. 
In  a  very  few  moments  the  fall  we  could  fee 
Of  that  dry  naked  Pole  y'clep'd  Liberty's  Tree, 
Which  if  we're  permitted  to  judge  by  the  fruit. 
Has  never  in  Gallia  found  means  to  take  root. 
The  tri'Cohur'd  banner  was  hurl'd  to  its  bafe, 
And  the  union  triumphantly  wav'd  in  its  place. 
Now,  Lucy,  prepare,  I'm  about  to  difclofe, 
A  tale  from  your  cheeks  that  muft  pilfer  the  rofe ; 
Muft  make  all  your  beautiful  hairs  ftand  on  end. 
As  to  perils  unheard  of  before  you  attend. 
Ere  Aurora  had  fipp'd  up  the  dews  from  the  meads. 
Or  Apollo  had  harrafs'd  his  fire  breathing  fteeds ; 
Lille's  ponderous  gates  on  their  hinges  creek'd  loud. 
And  the  Frenchmen  came  iffuing  forth  in  a  croud. 
While  flily  another  ftrong  column  drew  near. 
Which,  Watreloo  forcing  thro',  menaced  our  rear. 
One  fingle  battalion,  the  whole  that  remained 
With  us,  as  Devay*  both  the  others  obtain'd ; 

*  The  next  morning  at  day-break,  the  enemy  attacked  Turcoin,  where 
Gen.  Devay  was  polled,  and  two  Battalions  were  detached  by  the  Duke 
of  York,  to  make  a  diverfion  in  his  favour,  with  ex prefs  orders  to  fall 
back  if  hard  preffed :  they  however  joined  the  Auftrians,  and  thus,  an 
opening  was  left  on  his  Royal  Highnefs's  right.  At  this  moment,  Lille 
poured  forth  its  numerous  garrifon  in  every  dire<5tion;  while  the  Repub- 
licans from  Moucron  forced  their  way  through  Gen.  Ottos  pofition  by 
Watreloo.  The  Britifh  column  was  thus  completely  furrounded,  and  in 
their  endeavours  to  retreat,  the  troops  were  thrown  into  the  greatefl 
<onfufion.     The  g'lards  had  fallen  back  through  Roubaix,  and  bad  pafled 
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Unable  the  fmalleft  refiftance  to  make, 
Difperfing  were  feen  to  their  heels  to  betake. 
Thus  abandon'd  on  all  fides  in  vain  we  efTay'd 
To  fmell  out  the  Firft  or  the  Second  Brigade ; 

the  gates  of  the  town,  when  the  batt  horfes  alarmed  by  the  firing,  which- 
was  inceffant,  broke  in  upon  their  ranks,  kicking  and  plunging  with  their 
loads  turned  under  their  bellies;  thus  annoyed,  the  Brigade  formed  as 
regularly  as  circumflances  would  permit,  moving  with  the  referve  ar- 
tillery in  front  towards  Lannoly  fuppofing  that  town  in  pofleflion  of  the 
Allies.  The  Heffians  however  had  been  driven  from  it  with  confider- 
able  lofs,  and  Lieut.  Col.  Congreve  was  firft  convinced  of  their  retreat 
by  fome  French  Cavalry,  (who  were  miflaken  for  Hefiians,)  riding  up  to 
cut  the  traces  of  the  horfes  drawing  the  guns,  which  he  endeavoured  to 
to  turn  upon  the  French,  the  moment  he  perceived  they  were  in  poflef- 
lion of  the  town  ;  but  owing  to  the  narrownefs  of  the  road,  and  the 
clayey  foil  which  clogged  the  wheels,  could  not  effed:  his  purpofe,  before 
the  Republican  Huffars  accomplrfhed  theirs.  The  troops  then  faced  about, 
and  efcaped  with  difficulty,  but  the  whole  of  the  artillery  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  confiiling  fortunately  of  only  light  field  pieces  and 
howitzers.  The  Battalions  finding  their  retreat  cut  off  were  forced  to 
crofs  the  country  towards  Templeuve,  and  fcrambled  as  M'ell  as  they 
could  to  their  camp  at  Marqu  ain,  with  a  lofs  of  near  300  men,  killed, 
wounded,  and  miffing.  Capt.  Drummond  of  the  Flank  Battalions,  was 
ilightly  wounded.  The  Auftrian  HuiTars  encreafed  the  confufion,  by 
riding  over  the  infantry  in  every  diredlion,  Thefe  Corps  are  certainly 
of  great  ufe^  and,  thoroughly  convinced  of  that,  are  at  all  times 
anxious  to  take  the  heft  care  of  themfelves,  polTeffing  very  little  of  that 
true  fleady  courage  for  which  their  countrymen  pre  generally  noted, 
however  valiantly  they  may  charge  and  purfue  a  difperfed^  and  beaten 
enemy. 

One  of  the  colours  belonging  to  the  Third  Regiment  of  Guards  was 
unfortunately  loft,  but  not  taken  by  the  enemy  as  has  been  7nis-stated.  A 
Serjeant  was  carrying  itcafed,  as  is  ufualon  a  march;  when  a  party  of  Bri- 
tilh  Cavalry  prelhng  on  their  rear,  the  Battalion  was  ordered  to  open  and 
let  them  pafs,  in  a  very  narrow  road,  with  deep  muddy  ditches  on  each 
fide  ;  into  one  of  thofe  the  Serjeant  with  the  colours  was  thrown 
and  ftunned  by  the  fall;  upon  his  recovery  in  his  hurry  to  overtake 
his  Battalion,  he  forgot  the  colours.  As  we  have  feen  no  detail  in  the 
papers,  of  any  pompous  Conventional  harrangue,  upon  the  Republican 
General's  having  found  the  Britiffi  Colours  in  a  ditch,wemay  reafon- 
ably  conclude  its  remains  ate  m.ouldering  there  at  this  moment. 

The  Second  Brigade  did  not  efcape  fo  well  as  the  Firfl,  being  unable 
from  their  fituation  to  make  as  fpeedy   a  retreat.     Cut  off  from  the 
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Tho'  we  thought  we  had  luckily  found  the  right  fcent, 

When  to  Roubaix  in  chafe  of  the  Second  we  went. 

For  we  winded  a  delicate  kick'd-up  ragout, 

Which  whifper'd  friend  F--x  we  fhould  foon  have  in  view. 

But,  alas  !  'twas  our  dreadful  misfortune  to  find 

F — X  was  off,  tho'  the  fcent  remain'd  flrongly  behind. 

And  judge,  as  a  corner  we  gallop'd  fharp  round, 

Our  furprize,  when  the  French  in  the  village  we  found, 

Yet  our  horfes  produc'd  with  their  feet  fuch  a  clatter. 

That,  little  conceiving  the  truth  of  the  matter. 

They  thought  we  againft  them  were  cavalry  leading, 

And  were  taking  their  leave  with  the  utmofl  good  breeding; 

But  they  gave  us  a  volley  of  mufquetry  firft, 

And  General  de  Poft  Hajiers  teeth  cranch'd  the  dull. 

We  wheel'd  on  a  pivot,  no  time  to  be  loft, 

And  pufh'd  tow'rds  a  river,  or  ditch^  which  we  crofs'd. 

In  the 's  horfe  ftrong  fymptons  of  madnefs  appear'd, 

For  at  fight  of  the  water  he  fnorted  and  rear'd ; 

Guards,  and  finding  Lannoi  In  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  they  fell  back 
upon  Gen.  Otto's  column,  at  the  village  of  Liers;  cleared  their  way 
through  their  furrounding  opponents  repeatedly,  and  charged  with  fuch 
fury,  that  they  even  took  a  momentary  poffeffion  of  fome  French  guns. 
No  troops  ever  behaved  with  greater  gallantry,  and  their  efcape  was 
truly  miraculous.  The  Fifty-third  Regiment  loft  200  men.  The  Thirty- 
feventh  180 ;  and  the  Fourteenth  t^o.  Major  Brown  of  the  Fourteenth, 
was  wounded  and  taken  prifoner.  Capt.  Cook,  Lieut.  Murray,  and 
Lieut.  CuNYNGHAME  of  the  Thirty- feve nth,  fell  alfo  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy;  Capt.  Brisbane,  and  Enfign  Pierce,  of  the  Fifty-third, 
were  wounded.  Lieuts.  M'Kensie,  of  the  Thirty-feventh,  and  Ryand, 
of  the  Fifty-third,  were  miffing.  The  Light  Dragoons  fuftainrd  a  confi- 
derable  lofs  of  men  and  horfes.  Mr.  Bradley,  furgeon  to  the  Fifteenth, 
was  killed,  and  his  Mate  wounded. — 47  horfes  were  alfo  killed,  32 
wounded,  and  117  miffing,  including  the  horfes  belonging  to  the  Artil- 
lery, but  exclufive  of  the  officers'  faddle  and  batt  horfes,  many  of 
which  were  taken  by  the  enemy.  Lieut.  Rogers  of  the  Artillery  was 
wounded;  and  Lieut.  Downman  miffing, 
VOL.  II.  E 
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And  kick'd  at  the  rowels,  tlio'  often  applied 

Till  the  fpurs  difappear'd,  buried  deep  in  each  fide, 

So  his  rider  difmounted  and  plung'd  in  the  tide. 

Like  a  fecond  Leander  he  beat  back  the  billows. 

And  at  length  gain'd  dry  land  by  the  help  of  the  willows. 

The  Carmagnols  judging  purfuit  was  in  vain, 

Like  Hell  hounds  Hill  eager  our  lives  to  obtain, 

An  eight  pounder  planted,  and  levelling  well, 

Each  ball  they  difpatch'd  from  it,clofe  to  us  fell ; 

For  the  beautiful  ftar  they  would  fain  have  pofleft. 

Which  dazzled  their  eyes  on  his  Highnefs's  breaft. 

But,  Luce,  tho*  my  legs  to  their  mercy  I  yielded, 

Brunswick's  fmewy  fhoulders  my  head  fully  fhieldedy 

For  it  rulh'd  on  my  mind,  that  at  Norwood  a  witch 

Had  declar'd  like  a  dog  I  fhould  die  in  a  ditch ; 

And  tho'  all  fuperftition  as  nonfenfe  I  treat, 

I  fear'd  her  predi^iion,  thofe  dogs  would  complete. 

A  horfe"'^'  at  a  diftance  I  fpied  on  the  fliore. 

And  his  Highnefs  was  mounted  as  well  as  before.- 

Our  fears  lent  us  wings,  and  we  quickly  gain'd  fight 

Of  Otto,  and  halted  with  him  for  the  night. 


*  This  was  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  led  horfe,  belonging  to 
one  of  his'Royal  Highnefs's  Aid-de-Camps ;  but  that  gentleman  gives  the 
following  account  of  the  circumftance.  He  was  riding,  attended  by  an 
orderly  Dragoon,  leading  a  horfe  loaded  with  body  cloths ;  and  finding  the 
girths  of  his  own  faddle  loofe,  difmounted  to  buckle  them  up  tighter, 
when  his  charger  alarm'd  by  the  firing  galloped  off.  Not  conceiving 
the  batt  horfe  properly  comparifoned  for  an  Aid-de-Camp,  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  he  mounted  the  Dragoon's,  leaving  him  with  the 
other;  which  muft  have  been  the  one  on  which  his   Royal  Highnefs    fo 

fortunately  efcaped,   unlefs   the  Soldier  caught  Capt. y's  original 

run-away  fteed,  as  indeed  appears  highly  probable,   the  only  hiftorical 
account  which  has  tranfpired,  informing  us  the  horfe  was  led. 


WW   ^^l| 


i,iB  IV  1    Ml 


V 


ytfi:i!iu 


^  «S?':f  K^ 


.i,    ^■:C-::^_ 


!ip' 


mil! ill/'  ""^      1.  i'    ll-Xll'''  "^^ 


(    5i     ) 

Sure  Lucy  mufl  own  provocation  enough, 

Made  us  mention  Friend  Francis  in  terms  rather  rough ; 

For  his  obftinate  folly,  take  notice,  my  fair, 

Near  confign'd  this  poor  body  to  birds  of  the  air. 

Had  he  not  mighty  Frederick's  advice  rafhly  fpurn'd, 

Much  better  accounts  I  no  doubt  had  return'd. 

Now,  alas !  he  may  blufter  and  talk  wond'rous  loud, 

But  his  Sun  of  Profperity's  fet  in  a  cloud. 

We  fneak'd  back  to  Tournay  creft  fall'n  and  difgrac'd, 

And  you'll  figh  as  our  lofs  in  the  papers  is  trac'd ; 

But  we've  feen  fome  fliarp  fire,  and  we're  here  to  relate  it, 

And  we'll  foon  into  every  language  tranflate  it. 

For  in  nothing  on  earth  we  more  pleafure  difcover. 

Than  in  boafling  of  danger  when  once  it  is  over ; 

And  therefore,  my  Charmer,  e'en  chatter  your  fill, 

Talk  as  much  of  our  hair-breadth  efcapes  as  you  will ; 

But  in  danger,  in  confidence,  or  confternation, 

Believe  me  your's,  truly,  without  variation. 


L    2 


LETTER  IX. 

Head  Quarters,  Tournay,  i^%  23,  1794. 

Flcbegru's  unjuccejsful  Attempts  to  Jnveji  tournay — The  Ald-dc'Camp  a  better 

General  than  the  Emperor — The  Second  Brigade  ofBrit'iJh  Infantry  dijpojfefi 

the  French  of  the  yUlage  of  Pontachin,  by  Stormy  and  change  the 

Fortune  of  the  Day. 

VICTORIA,  viaoria!  flill  high  fhall  thy  name 

Britannia,  be  placed  in  the  annak  of  fame ; 

We've  paid  back  our  foes  the  late  drubbing  they  gave  us. 

And  thank'd  them  in  kind,  for  their  wifh  to  enflave  us. 

Ere  Sol*  thro'  our  curtains  had  ventur'd  to  peep, 

Whilft  Luna  yet  ting'd  the  ftill  waves  of  the  deep. 

We  were  rous'd  from  our  flumbers  by  diftant  alarms. 

And  the  found  of  harfh  drums  beating  loudly  to  arms. 

To  the  camp  half  awake  then  we  inftantly  flew. 

Our  forces  in  order  of  battle  to  view. 

When  /^^  Fan  under  Busghe,  driven  back  from  Efpierres^ 

To  the  main  body  faft  we  perceiv'd  drawing  near ; 

For  Pich'gru  declar'd  the  firft  leflbn  he  got 

By  rote,  was  to  ftrike  while  the  iron  was  hot ; 

*  On  the  19th  of  May,  the  pofition  of  the  Duke's  army  was  changed, 
the  refervc  forming  in  line  nearly  parallel  to  the  Chauffee,  leading  from 
Tournay  to  Orchies;  tht  xc{i  en potence  tovizvAs  Pontachin,  occupying  as 
out  pofts,  the  villages  of  Blandin,  La  Main,  Camphzn,  &c. 

The  French  advanced  to  the  attack,  at  day-break,  on  the  morning  of 
the  22d ;  and  about  nine  o'clock  their  whole  force,  computed  at  ioc,coo 
men,  poured  down  upon  the  right  wing  of  the  Emperor's  army  ;  with 
intention  if  poflible  of  pulhing  over  the  Scheldt,  to  inveft  Tournay.  A 
column  from  Courtray  bore  down  at  the  fame  time  upon  the  village  of 
Picq,  and  one  from  Menin  upon  Templeuve,  en  Deffemez, 
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And  true  to  his  maxim  drew  yeflerday  nigh  us 
With  an  overgrown  force,  meant  to  awe  and  defy  us. 
Thus  the  firft  opportunity  flew  to  embrace, 
Having  long  caft  a  leering  fheep's  eye  on  this  place, 
For  he'd  heard  of  its  wealth  with  a  ftirug  of  amaze, 
And  wifh'd  to  turn  out  a  few  red  caps  to  graze ; 
So  following  the  blows  up  he'd  recently  dealt  us, 
Again  brought  his  thirty-two  pounders*  to  pelt  us, 
And  the  fire  he  kept  up,  ev'ry  moment  cncreafing, 
Form'd  a  thundering  concert  fublime  and  unceafmg ; 
Our  right  wing  long  mailers  remain'd  of  the  plain, 
Retreating  at  intervals  force  to  regain. 
When  the  French,  by  the  hopes  of  rich  plund^rt  impell'd, 
Pour'd  down  with  intention  of  eroding  the  Scheldt, 

*  The  French  at  all  times  bring  much  heavier  guns  into  the  field 
than  the  Allies,  ever  fmce  that  fyftera  was  introduced  by  Dumouriez, 
at  the  battle  of  Jemappe.  Before  that  period,  pieces  of  ordnance  of  a 
callibre,  to  carry  balls  of  32  pounds  weight,  were  never  known  to  have 
been  ufed  as  field  pieces. 

+  And  what  is  it  but  the  hopes  of  plunder  that  keeps  the  French  ar- 
mies united  ?  The  troops  it  is  evident  have  no  regard  for  their  leadeis, 
as  they  fufFer  them  to  be  dragged  daily  from  before  their  eyes  to  the 
Guillotine;  and  they  repofe  a  truft  in  the  Rulers  of  the  Convention, 
merely  becaufe  they  find  their  wants  -fupplied.  Though  torn  from  their 
cheerful  hearths,  from  the  bofom  of  their  families,  they  are  clothed  and 
regularly  paid  ;  and  while  the  war  coutinues  riot  in  luxuries  in  the  con- 
-quered  countries,  at  a  time,  when  the  citizens  unaffefted  by  the  Requi- 
fitions,  are  flarving  in  the  interior.  Can  it  be  txpefted,  that  78o,oco 
men,  regularly  trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  will  ever  return  peaceably  to 
trim  their  vines,  and  pafs  their  leifure  hours  in  thoughtlefs  gaiety,  as 
heretofore  ?  certainly  not.  The  foldiers  will  either  feize  upon  the  reins 
of  government,  and  diftate  laws  to  the  foi  difant  Republique,  or,  dividing 
into  feparate  bands  of  free-booters,  devour  their  own  country,  when  no 
longer  permitted  to  prey  upon  their  neighbours. — Peace  to  Europe — 
mufl  give  a  death  blow  to  the  Convention,  or  to  the  exifting  Government 
of  the  Republic  by  whatever  named  iftinguilhed  ;  and  (houldPiCHECRu's 
head  retain  its  pofition  on  his  fhoulders,  though  his  temples  may  not  be 
encircled  by  the  diadem,  we  may  perhaps  fee  him  reign  for  a  period,  as 
Military  Diftator,  with  all  the  unboundea  power  of  the  XlVth  Louis. 
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But  our  twenty- four  pounders  drawn  up  on  the  fhore, 

Indignant  redoubled  their  bellowing  roar : 

Prom  their  horrible  jaws  the  dire  meflengers  fled, 

And  their  courfe  might  be  mark'd  by  the  myriads  of  dead  ; 

From  the  clouds  overloaded,  concufs'd*  by  the  found, 

IfTued  torrents  ihdit  flooded  the.  country  around, 

And  tho'  lull'd  was  the  fire  by  the  weight  of  the  rain, 

Encreas'd  by  fufpenfion,  it  burft  forth  again. 

Far  too  feeble  my  powers  are,  dear  Girl,  I  alTure  ye. 

To  paint  the  tremendous  effefts  of  its  fury. 

From  the  ramparts  of  Tournay  the  fray  was  perceiv'd. 

And  the  hearts  of  the  Natives  all  piteoufly  heav'd  ; 

But  the  prayers  of  our  Monks  at  St.  Martin's  were  heard, 

And  the  fate  of  poor  Tournay,  at  leaft  was  deferr'd ; 

Tho'  could  I  have  popp'd  in  a  fly  word  of  advice, 

Believe  me  the  day  had  been  won  in  a  trice ; 

Juft  by  planting  fome  cannon  a  I'autre  cote, 

De  I'Efcautt,  pres  d'la  Montagne  dite  la  Trinite, 

Which  wonderful  Slaughter  and  havoc  had  made, 

By  treating  our  foes  with  a  fire  enfilade : 

*  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  find  rain  brought  down  by  a  heavy 
cannonade;  and  the  moft  experienced  Veterans  in  the  combined  ar- 
mies declared,  that  a  more  inceflant  fire  was  never  heard  than  was  kept 
up  on  the  22d  of  May.  The  inhabitants  of  Tournay  defcribed  the  ef- 
fefts  of  the  artillery,  to  have  been  like  uninterrupted  peals  of  thunder, 
fucceeding  each  other  fo  rapidly,  that  they  became  united,  and  formed 
one  tremendous  roar. 

+  Sir  Robert  Lawrie  when  reconnoitering  with  fome  Light  Dra- 
goons on  the  right  banks  of  the  Scheldt,  near  the  village  of  Kain,  im- 
mediately oppofite  to  Pontachin,  (which  it  muft  be  obferved  is  marked 
Ramegnies,  on  the  maps  of  the  country,)  could  plainly  perceive 
many  of  the  enemy's  troops  that  were  not  brought  into  a£lion,  laying 
down  upon  the  grafs,  as  the  French  Generals  ufually  keep  great  num- 
bers in  referve.  Had  a  few  guns  been  planted  there,  they  mull  have  ta- 
ken the  P.epublicans  in  flank,  and  probably  would  have  obliged  them  to 
retreat  very  early  in  the  day. 
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However  my  counfel  was  never  demanded, 

As  Imperial  Casfar  in  perfon  commanded, 

So  had  matters  turn'd  out,  Lucy,  better  or  worfe, 

We  all  muft  have  lauded  his  judgment  of  courfe. 

Bright  Phoebus  had  finifh'd  his  talk,  and  to  reft. 

After  all  his  fatigues  turn'd  his  eyes  to  the  Weft ; 

When  our  wearied-out  troops  were  perceiv'd  to  remove 

From  Pontachin,  (previoufly  driv'n  from  Templeuve,) 

And  w'e  very  much  fear'd  if  allow'd  to  remain 

In  the  former,  the  French  would  their  obje8:  obtain. 

To  Britons  'twas  left  to  recover  the  day. 

The  Saviours  to  prove  of  their  fav'rite  Tournay. 

Fox  again  was  confpicuoufly  feen  at  their  head. 

And  his  brave  band  of  FetWans  he  glorioufly  led ! 

For  if  Vet'rans,  dear  Lucy  !  by  praftice  are  made, 

What  troops  have  had  more  than  our  Second  Brigade ! 

Yet  the  laurels  they've  reap'd  they  have  paid  for  I  fear. 

For  their  ranks  have  been  thin'd^  with  a  vengeance  this 

year. 
Could  I  now  their  behaviour,  furpafling  all  praife, 
Paint  in  language  befitting,  a  chaplet  of  bays, 
Apollo  would  place  on  my  head,  with  a  fmile, 
But  fo  humble  my  mufe,  unafpiring  my  ftyle. 
Not  a  fprig  will  be  deftin'd  thefe  temples  to  grace, 
While  on  Crufca's,  whole  brooms  find  a  durable  place. 
For  a  metaphor,  he  to  the  heav'ns  will  afcend. 
None  can  equal  his  flights,  and  hut  few  comprehend, 
Yet  accept  of  fuch  verfe  as  is  mine  to  beftow. 
And  fuffice  it,  brave  fellows  !  your  countrymen  know 

*  The  Fourteenth,  Thirty-feventh,  and  Fifty. third  Regiments,  could 
only  mufter  7,000  xien  on  the  2ad  of  May,  having  fince  they  took  tl)e 
field  in  1794,  loft  836  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing. 
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Ev'ry  foldier  on  fervice,  has  merited  well, 
Whether  fcarlet,  buff,  yellow,  or  blue  his  lappelle ; 
Not  more  rapid  the  hawk  on  the  fparrow  defcends, 
Ere  his  talons  the  timorous  prifoner  rends, 
Lefs  impatient  the  huntfman,  fly  reynard  in  fight, 
Springs  forth  to  the  chace,  than  they  fprang  to  the  fight. 
Not  a  ftiot  from  their  pieces  allow'd  to  efcape, 
And  braving  the  volleys  of  bullets  and  grape, 
With  the  bayonet  they  Pontachin  forc'd,  and  purfu'd 
Their  foes,  who  with  wonderful  fleetnefs  endued ; 
Tow'rds  Pich'gru  their  road  were  impatient  to  find. 
Leaving  guns,  ammunition*,  and  wounded  behind ; 
Thus  their  end  was  defeated,  we're  ftill  where  we  were. 
But,  alas !  I  confefs  all  our  boafting  ends  there ; 
For  in  fpite  of  refinance,  this  Champion  of  France, 
When  defeated  on  this  fide,  on  that  will  advance ; 
And  fcarce  do  our  ears  founds  of  viftory  greet. 
Than  they're  follow'd  by  orders  that  whifper  retreat ; 
And  Mack  has  declar'd  that  unlefs  inundation  + 
Enfues,  and  drowns  half  the  good  folks  of  the  nation. 


*  Five  hundred  prifoners,  and  7  pieces  of  cannon  were  taken  by  the 
Allies,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  In  ftorming  the  village  of  Pontachin* 
the  Second  Brigade  loft  123  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing.  Major 
of  Brigade  Cockr  ane,  and  Lieut.  Mc'Lean  of  the  Thirty-feventh  died 
of  their  wounds.  The  other  officers  wounded  were,  Capt.  Speed,  and 
Lieut,  Mitchell  of  the  Thirty-feventh;  Lieutenants  Robinson,  Ro- 
CERs,  and  Enfign  Pierce,  of  the  Fifty-third.  The  enemy's  lofs  muft 
have  been  more  than  doubled  in  the  official  difpatches ;  it  was  there 
computed  at  ja,00O,  and  including  killed  and  woimded,  could  not  cer- 
/fli/;/);  amount  to  5,000  :  For  we  know  that  the  effefts  of  artillery,  when 
troops  are  not,  generally  fpeaking,  within  fight  of  each  other,  is  by  no 
means  fo  dreadful   as  is  commonly  imagined. 

+  At  this  time  it  was  evident  that  Flanders  would  ultimately  fall  into 
Ihe  hands  of  the  Republicans^  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  the    dipu. 
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Thefe  brigands,  thefe  ragged  deteftable  bands, 
pair  Belgium  will  wreft  from  the  Emperor's  hands. 
For  matters  are  brought  to  fo  defp'rate  a  pafs 
By  the  would-be  Republicans,  rifnig  en  mafle. 
That  they  talk  of  a  ferious  and  early  debate. 
Whether  now  we  fhould  leave  it,  or  not,  to  its  fate ; 

If ,  but  hark,  the  loud  ratt'ling  of  footfteps  I  hear. 

Dinner's  ferv'd,  and  unlefs  I  this  moment  appear, 
The  Jallad  will  vanifli,  ere  Tom  gets  a  fnack. 
So  excufe  me,  dear  Girl — I  mull  march  to  attack. 


lated  reinforcement  of  Pruffians,  intended  to  co-operate  with  his  Impe- 
rial Majefty.  General  Mack  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  the 
floices  fhould  be  opened,  and  Maritime  Flanders  laid  under  water  :  This 
would  have  ruined  the  country,  deftroying  not  only  the  lands,  but  the 
cattle,  and  piobably  many  of  the  inhabitants;  it  was  therefore  rejefted. 
Good  accounts  had  been  received  from  Gen.  Beauiieu,  in  the 
Duchy  of  Luxemburg.  Having  advanced  upon  Bouillon,^  on  the  l8ch  of 
May,  he  defeated  a  confiderable  body  of  French  troops,  covering  that 
Canton,  killed  1,200;  took  above  2CO  prifoners,  and  6  pieces  of  can- 
non, gaining  pofTeflion  of  the  town.  The  coalefced  army  on  the  Upper 
Rhine,  had  remained  unraolefted  by  the  Republicans,  and  perfeftly  idle 
till  the  18th,  when  a  general  attack  was  made  upon  Ogerflieim,  Frank- 
enthall,  and  the  neighbouring  country.  On  the  aifl,  a  Pontoon  Biidge 
was  thrown  over  the  Rhine,  and  on  the  a:4d,  the  Pruffian  Van  croffed  un- 
der the  command  of  Prince  Hohenlohe,  proceeding  towards  the 
Duchy  of  Deux  Ponts,  and  driving  the  enemy  back  upon  Turkheim,  and 
Kaiferllautern, 


LETTER  X, 


Head-Quarters,  Renajx,  June  7,  1794. 


'Timely  evacuation  of  Tournay. — Clairfait^s  defeats,  produSii've  of  general  retro'^ 
grade  mo'vements. — Good  Faith  and  Moderation  of  our  Allies. 


OF  thy  turrets,  poor  Tournay  !  we've  had  a  lail  view, 
To  the  fathers  have  figh'd  an  eternal  adieu ; 
Difafters  have  followed  difafters  fo  faft. 
We've  been  forc'd  to  abandon  St.  Martin's  atlaft. 
Now  their  linen,  their  laces,  their  filver  and  gold, 
Muft  be  all  without  mercy,  (lap  dafli  carmagnol'd ; 
And  thofe  monkeys  *  and  tygers  will  wallow  in  grain 
Reap  fufficient  to  laft  them  another  campaign. 
And  plump  up  their  hollow  lean  faces  again. 
WhatthoughORANGE  had  purpled  the  Sambref  with  blood 
Though  Clairfait  their  repeated  attacks  had  withftood 


} 


*  The  monkey's  SKIN,  the  tyger's  heart. 

When  the  Republicans  over-ran  the  fertile  provinces  of  Flanders,  the 
peafants  were  preparing  to  put  the  ficle  to  the  grain ; — and  rich  as  the 
harveft  is  at  all  times  in  that  delightful  country,  it  was  in  1794  peculiarly 
abundant. 

f  At  this  period  the  French  were  befieging  Charleroi,  and,  crofTing 
the  Sambre,  hadtakenupa  pofition  near  Joffelie  (betv/ecn  Monsand  Na- 
niur)to  cover  the  fiege.  The  hereditary  Prince  of  Orange  on  the  16th 
June  attacked  and  defeated  them.  They  were  driven  back,  and  forced 
to  repafs  the  river  with  a  lofs,  as  it  wasftated,  of  7,000  men,  22  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  35  ammunition  waggons.  The  enemy,  however,  a  few  days 
after,  again  crofTed  the  river  in  greater  force,  and  were  enabled  com- 
pletely to  invert:  the  place. 

Clairfait  had  been  forced  to  fallback  from  Thick  upon  Deynfe, 
and  on  the  23d,  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  in  which  he  fuftained  a 
conGderable  lofs  of  men,  was  forced  to  retreat  to  Ghent. 


{    59    ) 

5y  numbers  oppreft,  he  gave  way  in  the  end, 

Unable  with  odds  fo  immenfe  to  contend ; 

And  by  retrograde  motions  his  forces  were  fent 

From  pillar  to  poft,  till  they  (helter'd  in  Ghent. 

You  remember  when  laft  at  keen  appetite's  call, 

I  haften'd  to  dinner,  and  fhorten'd  my  fcrawl ; 

That  I  told  you  in  council  our  gen'rals  would  meet, 

And  determine  if  fitting  or  not  to  retreat ; 

But  little  we  thought  to  have  found,  to  his  fliame, 

Prince  Cobourg  was  playing  a  fly  double  game : 

That  though  of  fam'd  chieftains  he'd  form'd  a  fierce  quorum, 

The  matter  was  fix'd  ere  he  brought  it  before  'em. 

Ypres  *  gone, — Chap.leroi  a  bombardment  fuftaining. 

Not  a  faint  ray  to  brighten,  our  profpefts  remaining; 

Bag  and  baggage  we  mov'd  without  further  delay, 

And  fought  out  new  ftalls  for  the  mules  at  Renaix  : 

Yet  had  v.-e  attended  to  Cobourg,  t  I  ween. 

We  now  in  the  gripe  of  thofe  devils  had  been ; 

*  Ypres  furrendered  to  the  French  on  the  17th  June,  and  the  garrifon 
marched  out  on  the  Qth  as  prifoners  of  war.  The  Governor  might 
certainly  have  held  out  much  longer  than  he  did,  as  it  was  one  of 
the  very  feiv  towns  in  Flanders  where  the  works  had  been  in  fome 
degree  repaired.  The  plea  for  capitulating  was  a  want  of  ammunition. 
The  emigrants  forming  a  great  part  of  the  garrifon  were  given  up,  as 
u/ual,  to  be  fhot  en  majfe.  Intelligence  had  about  this  period  been  received 
that,  on  the  26th  of  May,  Robespiere's  motion  had  been  paffed  in- 
to a  decree;  ordering  the  French  troops  to  give  no  quarter  to  the  Britifh 
and  Hanoverian  foldiers  :  and,  on  the  7th  June,  the  Duke  of  YoRk  gave 
out  a  veryjuft,  fpirited,  and  humane  addrcfs  to  his  army  on  the  occafion; 
well  calculated  to  rellrain  them  from  butchering  the  prifoners  who 
might  accidentally  fall  into  their  hands,  under  the  fuppofition  that  the 
orders  from  the  convention  would  be  attended  to  by  their  armies. 

f  The  emperor  had,  at  this  period,  theie  is  no  doubt,  determined  to 
give  up  the  provinces  of  Flanders,  and  the  council  of  war,  invoked  to 
conflder^vhat  troops  fhould  remain  to  garrifon  Tournay,  (as  a  part  were 
to  be  detached  to  augment  thearmyof  the  Sambre,)  was  a  meer  farce,  for 
the  Duke  of  York  perceived  the  Aullrians  filing  through  the  town  the 


} 


(  eo  ) 

Like  rats  In  a  trap, 'tis  as  clear  as  noon  day. 

They'd  have  held  up  to  view  nos  fiers  guerriers  Anglois. 

While  the  Keyfirs,  fly  dogs !  knew  they'd  no  time  to  lofe. 

And  in  time  flipp'd  their  own  brawny  necks  from  the  noofe^ 

More  and  more  ev'ry  moment  we're  led  to  defpife 

Our  valiant,  our  good,  and  our  faithful  allies ; 

And  fimpie  John  Bull  far  too  nobly  behaves 

To  a  tribe  of  fuch  pilfering,  pitiful,  knaves. 

There's  Fr^/r/V/^^Svould  pick  out  his  money,  heart,  foul  and 

Life,  to  obtain  a  few  acres  of  Poland : 

And  lately  we  hear  that  the  pious  fhe-bear, 

A  few  hundred  thoufands  expefts  as  her  fliare, 

For  having  growl'd  forth  for  us  many  a  pray'r. 

But  alas !  in  this  inftance,  old  adages  fail, 

Or  the  pray'rs  of  the  righteous  would  furely  prevail. 

Great  Csefar  talks  loud  of  a  want  of  fupplies. 

And  repeats  in  his  {lumbers  the  word  "  fubfidize :" 

And  Pitt  fays  no  reafon  on  earth  can  be  fiiewn, 

Why  he  fliould  'nt  h^ye  fuach  in  the  fliape  of  a  loan ; 

Referving  the  power  in  his  own  courts  to  fue  him. 

And  in  failure  of  int'rell  to  fmafli  and  undo  him. 

Egad,  now  I  think  on't  again,  he  had  better 

Beware  fwinging  cofts,  and  the  Councellor's  letter. 

very  moment  the  matter  was  debating,  and,  juftly  incenfed  at  this  in- 
ftance  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  the  imperialifts,  refufed  to  permit  the 
Britifh  to  remain  in  garrifon  as  bad  been  propojed  by  Cobourg.  They 
accordingly  marched  from  Tournay  on  the  25th,  and  encamped  near  Re- 
naix. 

*  Though  FRjDERicKhad  received  his  fubfidy,  ^^  and  placed  it  to  ac 
county''  not  a  fmgle  Pruflian  joined  the  allies  to  co-operate  in  the  protec- 
tion of  Flanders.  By  the  treaty  it  was  flipulated  that  the  extra  contin- 
gent fhould  have  taken  the  field  with  Clairfait,  in  the  beginning  of 
May. 


(    6i     ) 

For  once,  I  remember,  at  fuit  of  my  taylor, 

Though  I  manag'd  to  keep  from  the  fangs  of  a  jailor ; 

The  matter  came  on  in  the  court,  Banco  Regis, 

When  'tw-as  prov'd  by  a  chattering  FiHus  Legis, 

That  SWEITZER  had  fent  me  cloth,  buckram,  ftay  tape, 

And  encreas'd  not  a  httle  my  elegant  fhape ; 

That  his  charges,  all  honed,  and  fair  were,  and  yet 

Defendant  difputed  fo  legal  a  debt ! 

And  thus  'twas  my  fate  to  find  out  in  the  fequel. 

Sergeant  Shuffle's  demand,  and  my  taylor 's,  were  equal ; 

So  rd  better  have  paid  Snip  without  any  fufs, 

And  ergo  great  Cccfar  had  better  pay  us. 

The  Burgeois  a  Bruge^  fcnt  a  welcome  in  form, 

Determin'd  with  compliments  Picii'gru  to  florrn ; 

More  fmcere  and  more  hearty,  perhaps  they  may  be. 

Than  thofe  they  hail'd  us  with  in  ninety  and  three. 

The  intention  is  now  to  defend  Oudenarde, 

Which  the  French  at  this  moment  like  furies  bombard. 

And  alas !  my  dear  girl,  I  no  longer  can  fend 

Intelligence  ftraight  by  the  ^vay  of  Oftend. 

Tormenting  delays  we  are  doom'd  to  endure, 

The  mefTengers  take  fuch  a  fwinging  detour  f . 


*  Upon  ClaIrfait*s  retreating  to  Ghent,  General  Count  V.~.al  mode w 
fell  back  with  the  Hanoverians,  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  Auflrians, 
abandoning  Bruges  on  the  26th,  when  the  municipality  fent  a  deputation 
to  the  French,  to  invite  them  to  the  town,  and  to  allure  them  of  a  cordial 
reception  ;  dwelling  much  upon  the  knov/n  good  faith  and  generofity  of 
their  conquerors.  The  arrival  of  Lord  Moira's  army,  which,  having 
landed  fuddenly  at  Ollend,  proceeded  to  Made,  a  village  within  four 
miles  of  Bruges  on  the  Chaufsee,  leading  to  Ghent,  induced  the  Repub- 
licans, however,  to  poflpone  their  triumphal  entry  for  a  feafon. 

+  The  evacuation  of  Ollend  having  been  determined  upon,  the  mef- 
fengers  were  obliged  to  go  round  by  Flulhing ;  it  was  therefore  at  times 
very  long  before  accounts  could  be  received  from  EagJaDd. 
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Moira's  army  is  daily  expefted,  and  then 

We  muft  make  up  our  minds  to  fee  Brabant  again ; 

For  arrive  when  they  will,  'tis  too  late  I'm  afraid, 

To  recover  the  lands  which  thefe  mifcreants  invade. 

In  the  height  of  his  phrenzy,  hnce  Joseph  *  kick'd  down 

The  works  of  each  ci-devant  fortified  town. 

Scarce  a  ballion  or  counterfcarp  Belgium  can  boaft, 

To  flop  the  advances  of  Pichegru's  hoff. 

Hence  we  ever  have  found,  and  fliall  ftill  find  her  yield 

To  the  leader  who  marches  en  mafle  to  the  field ; 

For  though  myriads  of  gen'rals  deny  what  I  fay, 

Perfeverance  and  numbers  muft  carry  the  day. 

This  CoBOURG  difcover'd  when  Charleroi  t  fell, 

And  he  march'd  fadly  maul'd  to  encamp  at  Nivelles. 

*  Tn  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Jofeph,  all  the  fortifications  in  Flanders 
were  indifcriminately  levelled  with  the  ground,  as  he  found  the  inhabi- 
tants prone  to  infurredlions,  and  ready,  upon  every  trifling  pretext,  to 
revolt  againfl  his  jurifdidion.  His  fucceffors,  and  efpecially  Francis 
the  Second,  had  to  lament  the  mifiaken  policy  which  induced  him  to  de- 
flroy  fome  of  the  mofl  complete  v/orks  that  art  had  ever  conltruAed. 

+  Although  there  was  every  reafon  to  fear  that  Charleroi  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  yet  as  no  certain  intelligence  had  been  re- 
ceived of  its  furrender,  the  attack  w^hich  had  been  determined  upon  for 
its  relief  was  carried  into  efFedl.  Prince  Cobourg's  army  accordingly 
marched  in  five  columns  on  the  25th  of  June,  and,  on  the  a6th,  advanced 
on  the  enemy's  entrenchments,  extending  from  Fleurus  to  Fontaine 
IJEveque  '.  protected  by  the  natural  declivity  of  the  ground,  and  rendered 
ftill  more  formidable  by  an  extenfive  line  of  redoubts,  in  which  were 
placed  an  immenfe  number  of  heavy  guns. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  advantages,  the  advanced  corps  of  Jourdan*s 
army  was  driven  back  by  Cobourg's  right  wing,  while  his  left  pufhing 
on,  gained  the  principal  heights  in  front  of  the  fortrefs,  endeavouring  to 
force  the  enemy's  pofition  at  the  end  of  the  bayonet,  and  naturally  ex- 
pedling  the  garrifon,  (fuppofing  the  place  flill  in  the  poffcflion  of  their 
own  troops,)  would  fally  forth  upon  the  rear  of  the  Republican  army. 
Thf  gates  of  the  fortrefs  had  however  been  unfortunately  thrown  open 
to  the  befiegers  on  the  preceding  evening,  (the  2jth)  and  the  left  wing  of 
the  ImperialiUs  was  thus  left  expofed  to  the  brunt  of  the  battle;  when  the 
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Farewell ;  it  will  grieve  me  the  pen  to  refume, 
As  I  fear  we've  no  chance  of  difperfing  this  gloom, 


French  garrifon'piairtg  the  army  that  had  been  employed  to  cover  the  fiege, 
turned  the  fortune  of  the  day  completely.-  Coeourg  then  retreated  to 
Marbaix,  having  fuftained  a  lofs  of  5,500  men,  and  the  next  morning 
fell  back  forming  a  line  between  Braine  le  Comte,  and  Nivelles,  proteft- 
ing  Namur,  and  Brujfch.  The  French  at  the  fame  time  made  an  incurfion 
with  an  array  of  40,000  men,  into  the  duchy  of  Luxembourg,  and 
taking  poITeffion  of  ^r/o«^,  obliged  Gen.  Beaulieu  to  retire  from 
B'juulon,  and  fall  back  upon  Marche,  to  cover  Namur. 

The  evacuation  of  Flanders  has  generally  been  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
policy  on  the  part  of  his  imperial  majefly,  who,  irritated  by  the  want  of 
energy  and  difaffeftion  of  the  turbulent  inhabitants,  was  determined  they 
Ihould  experience  the  difference  between  his  mild  government,  and  the 
defpotic  fway  of  the  French  difoiples  of  Robespierre's  faftion.  Surely 
had  this  been  the  cafe,  Field  Marftial  Cl  airfait  would  have  received  a 
hint  of  his  Sovereign's  intention  ;  as  a  prodigious  number  of  lives  might 
then  have  been  eafily  fpared,  that  were  facrificed,  while  that  unfortu- 
nate General  was  diiputing  the  ground,  inch  by  inch  with  the  invaders. 
If,  however,  it  afforded  the  emperor  any  confolation  in  the  midft  of  his 
misfortunes,  to  know  that  the  natives  of  the  Netherlands  fmarted  fe- 
verely  under  the  Republican  gripe,  his  feelings  muft.  have  been  gratified 
in  a  peculiar  manner.  Every  young  man  capable  of  bearing  arms,  found 
himfelf  in  rcquifition.  The  coin  of  the  country  was  called  in,  and  ex- 
changed for,  afTignats,  at  parr.  Merchandize,  and  private  property 
were  indifcriminately  fcized  upon,  and  the  Revolutionary  Tribunal  was 
kept  in  conftant  employ  by  the  commifTioners  fent  to  fraternize  and  unite 
Belgium  with  the  French  nation.  Amongft  the  numerous  viftims  to 
their  infatiable  barbarity,  were  two  beautiful  young  women,  Marecbandes 
de  modes  ^  Tou  rnay. 

Britannia's  fons  are  ever  tremblingly  alive  to  the  charms  of  the  fair  fex, 
it  is  no  wonder  therefore,  that  the  angelic  fillers  of  the  grand  place  found 
many  admirers  in  the  Duke  of  York's  army,  which  had  been  fo  long, 
and  fo  frequently  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  young  women 
felefted  their  favourites,  an  attachmetjt  du  cceiir  fubfided  between  them 
and  two  Englilh  officers,  and  after  the  evacuation  of  the  town  letters 
from  their  abfent  lovers  were  found  in  their  pofTefTion.  Accufed  of 
having  correfponded  with  the  enemy,  they  were  inftantly  hurried  to  the 
fatal  cart,  convey e\  to  IaWc^zrA.  never  did  the  mercilefs  blade  of  the 
guillotine  defcend  upon  more  lovely  and  innocent  martyrs. 

Ghent  was  taxed  to  the  amount  of  7  millions  of  livres.  The  convent  of 
nobles  in  one  million;  that  of  Bodsloo  in  8oo,oco  ;  and  the  mercantile 
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houfes  in  proportion ;  whereno  fpecie  v/asto  be  had,  the  goods  were 
feized  upon.  All  carriages  were  confidered  in  a  ftate  of  requifition, 
and  the  owners  ordered,  under  pam  of  death,  to  fend  them  to  the  Abbey 
St.  Pierre,  which  was  converted  into  a  repofitoiy. 

Bruges  was  taxed  in  4  millions,  of  which  the  clergy  were  to  pay  tivo,  the 
noblefle  one,  and  the  citizens  living  upon  their  incomes  the  other. 

Oftend  was  alfo  taxed  in  two  millions,  and  the  numerous  warehoufes. 
Sec.  put  in  requifition.  Every  other  town  and  even  village  fhared  the  fame 
fate  in  proportion  to  its  fize.  Lille  and  Dunkirk  were  fixed  upon  as  the 
grand  depotsiorthe  plunder  thus  rapacioufly  feized  upon. 

In  order  to  expedite  the  tianfpoitation  of  v/hich,  and  of  the  harveft, 
all  young  men  from  15  to  30  years  of  age,  were  forced  to  work  on  the 
canal  leading  from  Nieuport  to  Dunkirk  ;  no  alternative  was  allowed; 
their  only  choice  v^zsJubtTji/Jicn  or  t\\t  guillotine  ! 


LETTER  XI. 

Head-Quarters,  Groesbeke,  5f^?.  22,1794. 

Evacuation  of  Flanders. — Of  Brabant. — JunB'ion  of  Lord  Mo'iras  Arm-j.-^ 

Vifit  from  his  Serene  H'lghnefs^  and  the  Orange  Family. — Soporific 

EffeBi  of  a  good  Dinner. — Affairs  oj  Boxtel.'—Confequent 

Retreat  acrofs  the  Maes. 

WE  breathe  for  a  time  ;  our  late  dangers  are  paft  ; 
And  we've  fairly  outrun  our  purfuers  at  laft. 
In  our  hurry  however  it  grieves  me  to  find, 
We  left  our  poor  brethren  at  Nieuport  *  behind  ; 
For  we  never  intended  that  place  to  defend, 
After  Ypres  had  fall'n  and  we  'd  giv'n  up  Oflend  ,* 
But,  Lucy,  I  own  it,  our  memories  fail'd, 
And  humanity  forely  their  treach'ry  bewail'd. 
What  oceans  of  blood,  fay,  have  fatten'd  thy  foil. 
Fair  Belgium !  How  bitter  the  fruits  of  our  toil ! 

*  Often  J  was  evacuated  on  the  ill  July;  Col.  Vyse  having  prefioufly, 
with  the  greateft  adivity,  embarked  the  garrifon,  and  the  8th,  33d,  and 
44th  regiments  of  Britifh  infantry,  with  the  artillery,  flores,  and  ammuni- 
tion. Owing  to  the  exertions  of  Lieut.  Popham  of  the  navy,  (agent  of 
tranfports  in  that  port,)  the  fhips  were  all  cleared  out,  excepting  an  old 
Indiaman,  and  aprifon  fhip,  which,  the  wind  blowing  ftrong  into  the  har- 
bour, could  not  poffibly  be  removed.  The  troops  in  garrifon  at  Nieuport 
cught  certainly,  and  might  eafily,  have  been  withdrawn  at  the  fame 
time;  but,  as  they  were  overlooked  in  the  hurry  of  removing  the 
flores  from  other  places,  500  emigrants,  "who  were  found  in  the  town 
after  its  furrender,  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  enraged  countrymen, 
and  were  drawn  up  in  the  dry  ditch,  expofed  to  the  fire  of  artillery, 
loaded  with  grape  fhot.  Capt.  Wilson  who  had  fo  bravely  defended 
Nieuport  when  it  was  befieged  the  latter  end  of  Oftober,  1793,  and  a 
few  Britifli  artillerymen  were  made  prifoners  of  war,  with  the  reft  of 
the  garrifon;  though  affured,  previous  to  their  capitulation,  that  they 
fiiould  be  enlarged,  upon  paffing  their  parole  not  to  ferve  againft  th« 
French  nation,  during  the  war. 

VOL.  II.  F 
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Ev'ry  moment  brings  in  frefh  accounts  *  of  retiring, 
And  Hope,  at  her  laft  gafp,  lies  pale  and  expiring. 
Pruflians,  Keyfirs,  and  Heflians  all  (hare  the  fame  fate, 
And  the  Dutch  muft  experience  their's  fooner  or  late. 
But  Orange  has  publifh'd  a  long  proclamation. 
On  the  wonderful  ufe  of  the  grand  inundation, 
Which  Mynheer  has  receiv'd  with  a  wo-be-gone  face. 
And  will  fcarcely  permit  it,  we  fear,  to  take  place. 
For  I  verily  think  from  the  depth  of  his  foul. 
He'd  give  up  NafTau  for  the  Chant  Carmagnol. 
Moira's  t  force,  after  wonderful  toiling  has  join'd ; 
But  his  lordfhip  at  Southton  you'll  prefently  find ; 
For  we  could  not  adjudge  him  a  fep'rate  command, 
And  a  truncheon  inferior  he  hurl'd  from  his  hand. 


*  The  brigade  which  had  been  with  Clatrf ait's  army  confifting  of 
theiath,  38th,  and  55th  regimentsofBritifh  infantry,  with  part  of  the  8th 
and  14th  Light  Dragoons,  fell  back  upon  the  Britifh  army,  July  3d, 
•when  on  its  march  from  Renaix  to  the  heights  of  Grammout.  On 
the  4th  the  whole  proceeded  to  Wambeke,  5th  to  Afche,  between  Dender. 
monde  and  Bruffels.  A  violent  cannonade  was  then  heard  towards  Bruffehf 
and  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York  fent  to  offer  his  afliftance  td 
Prince  Cobourg,  wilhing  to  unite  the  two  armies,  and  make  a  general 
attack  upon  the  enemy,  in  hopes  of  preferving  Brabant,  though  Flanders 
was  irretrievably  loft.  The  Auftrian  commander  in  chief  was  however  of 
opinion,  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  rifque  another  engagement,  and 
accordingly  fell  back  upon  Louvain  and  Tirelemont;  fo  that  the  French 
were  enabled  to  enter  Bruffels  on  the  8th.  The  Duke  of  York's  army 
marched  through  Malllnes  to  Conticq  on  the  9th,  and  Clairfait's  filed  off 
towards  Cobourg's  pofition,  encamping  in  a  direflion  to  cover  Namur. 

+  Lord  Moira's  army  from  Ghent,  confifting  of  the  19th,  27th,  a8th^ 
40th,  42d,  54th,  57th,  59th,  87th,  and  89th  regiments,  fell  in  with  the 
Duke  of  York's  at  Mallines.  They  were  in  a  miferable  plight,  without 
either  tents  or  baggage,  and  kept  at  firft  asa  feparate  body. 

Aware  that  it  was  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  bring  xx^fpeedily  the 
reinforcements  with  which  he  was  entrufted,  his  Lordfhip  had  advanced 
by  forced  marches  through  a  country  nearly  over-run  at  that  critkaj 
period  by  the  viftorious  republicans,  in  a  manner  that  muft  ever  reflect 
upon  him  the  higheft  credit. 


/ 
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His  troops  with  alertnefs  he  led  to  our  aid, 
And  laurels  his  brows  muft  in  confequence  (hade. 
The  heroes  *  at  once  were  convinc'd,  Doyle  may  boaft 
Of  the  difF'rence  'twixt  Heflians  and  French  at  Oloft. 
When  at  Antwerp  we  deemed  ourelves  fettled  and  quiet. 
But  they  drove  in  our  picquets,  and  rais'd  fuch  a  riot, 
That  we  pack'd  up  our  tatters ;  and  greys,  blacks,  and  bays 
Very  prudently  drew  tow'rd^  the  banks  of  the  Maest; 


*  On  the  6th,  an  advanced  picquet  of  his  Lordfhip's  army  ftationed 
at  Oloft,  deceived  by  the  fimilarity  of  the  uniform  of  a  French  corps  of 
huffars,  to  that  of  a  Heflian  regiment  of  dragoons,  (fuppofed  to  have  beea 
in  their  front,)  permitted  the  former  to  gallop  into  the  town,  and  they 
had  aftually  reached  the  market  place  before  the  miftake  was  difcoveredj 
a  ikirmifti  enfued,  in  which  Lieut.  Cols.  Doyle  andVAN  deleur  were 
wounded  ;  Mr.  Graham,  the  Adjutant  to  the  8th  light  dragoons,  was 
killed;  and  Lieut.  Kitson  miffing.  The  87th,  (Lieut.  Col.  Doyle's 
Irifh  heroes)  fuffer'd  a  lofs  of  3  rank  and  file  killed,*  officers,  2  fergeants» 
a  quarter  matters,  19  rank  and  file  wounded,  1  officer,  and  8  rank  and 
file  were  miffing.  The  French  huffars  retired  as  rapidly  as  they  had  ad- 
vanced. This  fkirmifh  was  followed  up  by  ageneral  attack  upon  theoutpufls 
in  front  ofthe  canal  running  from  Bruffels  to  An  twerp,  they  were  all  driven 
back  upon  Mallines;  but,  upon  the  appearance  of  a  reinforcement  de- 
tached by  Lord  Moira,  the  enemy  retired,  and  the  pofts  were  reoc- 
cupied.  On  the  15th  of  July  the  attacks  were  renewed,  and  the  enemy 
fucceeded  in  obliging  the  troops  on  the  left  of  Mallines  to  abandon  the 
canal,  and  retreat  from  the  Dyle  ;  Lieut.  Gen.  Dalwig  immediately  fell 
backuponWelhem,  taking  upapofitionto  cover  that  pafs  of  the  river.  Lord 
Moira  was  then  detached  towardsDuffel,  andGen.  Walmoden  with  the 
Hanoverians  occupied  Lierre.  The  Hanoverians  being  attacked  the  fame 
day,  and  accounts  arriving  of  further  retrogade  movements  on  the 
left,  where  the  Auftrians  were  pofted  towards  Tirlemont,  the  Duke's 
army  retreated  through  Wynegham  to  Khamftioot,  leaving  Brabant  en- 
tirely open  to  the  Republicans 

+  The  army  marched  towards  Roefendaal  in  Holland  on  the  25th  of 
July,  and  the  different  corps  were  then  encamped  according  to  the  order 
of  battle,  forming  two  lines  and  a  referve.  Britifh  on  the  right ;  Hano- 
verians on  the  left ;  and  Heffians  in  the  centre.  Hearing  that  the  French 
were  advancing  from  Antwerp,  which  place  they  took  poffeffion  of  on 
the  24tb;  the  brigade  of  guards  and  fome  light  cavalry  forming  the  re- 
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On  our  way,  for  a  time,  taking  up  our  abode 

At  a  neat  little  village  yclep'd  Oufterhode. 

But  Mynheer  was  extremely  indignant  we  faw,  | 

At  our  foiling  his  ftreets  with  our  boots  at  Breda. 

Half  afleep  to  our  quarters  the  Stadtholder  crawl'd, 

And  forth, wondrous  effort!   fome  compliments  drawl'd ; 

So  we  begg'd  him  to  fix  on  a  day  to  take  fhare 

Of  our  porter,  our  port,  and  our  family  fare. 

Thus,  Lucy,  we  foon  had  the  honor  to  treat 

The  whole  tribe  of  oranges,  feville  and  fweet : 

And  we  vow'd  to  exhibit  a  fplendid  review, 

Ere  we  feafted  the  Prince  with  our  fmoaking  ragout ; 

Then  our  men  were  drawn  up  with  their  arms  rubb'd  fo 

bright. 
That  eyes  yet  more  ftrong  might  have  ftirunk  *  fr<i)m  the 

light. 
Behind  the  young  hero  his  fon,  made  approach 
A  cheval,  while  les  dames  fill'd  a  fplendid  ftate  coach  : 

ferve  under  Gen.  Abe RCROMB IE,  were  ordered  to  reconnoitre  on  the 
QCtb  in  that  direftion,  but  the  country  confiderably  beyond  the  out  pofts 
was  found  clear,  and  no  movement  took,  place  till  the  4th,  when  they 
marched  through  Breda  to  Oufterhode.  We  have  hitherto  called  the 
original  three  regiments  employed  with  the  guards  the  fecond  brigade. 
Lord  Moira's  army  was  now  incorporated  with  the  Duke's,  and  the 
whole  of  the  infantry  brigaded  afrefh.  In  addition  to  the  regiments 
brought  over  by  his  lord  (hip,  were  the  8th,  33d,  and  44th,  intended  to 
have  been  under  the  orders  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  but  detained  with  the 
troops  in  Holknd.  Another  detachment  joined  at  Roefendaal  confift- 
ing  of  the  3d,  63d,  and  88th,  which  was  left  in  garrifon  at  Bergenop, 
zoom,  till  the  Briti(h  paffed  the  Waal.  The  whole  force  under  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  iucluding  the  Hanoverians  and  Heffians,  amounting,  at  that 
period,  to  about  33,000  effeftive  men. 

*  And  fuch  was  his  fcrene  Highnefs's  great  condefcenfion,  that  he 
rode  flowly  down  the  whole  line,  covering  at  leaft  two  leagues  of  ground, 
with  his  hat  off,  braving  the  frequent  ftiowers  of  rain,  as  well  as  the 
glare  proceeding  from  the  high-polifli'd  firelocks  of  the  Britiftx  foldiers. 
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And  the  beautiful  Pruflian*  an  angel  was  feen, 
While  dignity  mark'd  the  mama  in  law's  mien. 
Much  ftruck  with  his  drefs,  to  the  Duke's  Serjeant  Majoi^ 
(Don't  hint  it  to  Phillis  or  fore  'twill  enrage  her ;) 
The  Stadtholder's  hat  was  pull'd  off  with  an  air, 
While  the  fellow  amaz'd  rear'd  his  head  with  a  flare, 
By  the  two  Epaulets  Dutch  refpeft  t  was  encreas'd, 
And  he  fancied  him  Marefchal  de  Camp  at  the  leaft. 
We'd  before  hand  invited,  well  knowing  his  trade  is 
Soft  poifon  to  pour  in  the  ears  of  the  ladies ; 
The  pearly  teeth'd  peer,  yclep'd  Chesterfield  fecond, 
Who  the  very  heft  bred  man  in  Europe  is  reckon'd ; 
Whofe  fpirits  no  changes  of  fortune  can  damp 
In  the  heat  of  an  aaion,:}:  or  fnug  in  a  camp. 
In  a  ball  room  or  tent  he  for  ever  the  fame  is, 
But  halt  we— already  eftablifh'd  his  fame  is. 
Mama  in  law  faid  to  her  daughter,  how  finely 
He  talks !  and  the  Princefs  replied,  "  O  divinely." 
On  the  fcene  that  enfued,  it  feems  ufelefs  to  dwell, 
For  Chesterfield  there,  ofcourfe  matters  went  well. 

*  The  King  of  Prussia's  daughter,  who  was  married  to  the  heredi- 
tary Prince  of  Orange,  the  fame  time  that  her  fifter  became  Duchefs 

of  York. 

+  After  pafling  the  line,  his  fcrene  Highnefs  the  Stadtholder  difco- 
vcred  the  Sergeant  Major  of  the  Coldftream  on  the  left  flank,  in  his  drefs 
coat,  bedaubed  with  broad  gold  lace,  and  ornamented  with  two  epau- 
lets. No  wonder  he  was  miftaken  for  a  Major  General,  as  amongft  fo- 
reigners, military  rank  is  diftinguiflied  by  drefs,  and  a  fecond  epaulet 
announces  a  truncheon  bearer,  or  field  officer  at  leaft. 
^  «  Ever  fprightly,  ever  gay, 

Cank'ring  care  he  holds  at  bay.'' 
And  may  thofe  fpirits  never  droop!  if  good  humour,  eafe,  and  affability 
conftitute  a  pleafant  companion,  and  fincerity  a  friend,  where  fhall  we 
find  his  equal?  The  fame  fprigbtlinefs  of  charafter,  tempered  with  cool- 
nefs  and  fteady  courage,  is  confpicuous  in  the  hour  of  danger. 
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Laughter  foUowM  his  fallies  that  made  the  floors  (hake, 
But  his  Highnefsy^r^w^  all  our  wit  fail'd  to  wake, 
Till  an  Aid  de  Camp  little  refpefting his  flumbers,  . 
Bounc'd  in,  and  difmay'd,  talk'd  of  Frenchmen  in  num- 
bers*. 
Difturb'd  by  this  fudden  unwelcome  attack, 
He  ftar'd,  gave  a  yawn,  and  funk  heavily  back; 
And  it  call'd  forth  the  ftrength  of  his  dutiful  fpoufe. 
This  great  Captain  General  of  Holland  to  roufe. 
Some  additional  hints  fet  us  packing  in  hafte. 
And  ftill  nearer  old  Maes  our  encampment  was  trac'd : 


*  The  plcqpets  having  been  driven  in,  a  Dutch  aid  de  camp  out  of 
breath  came  hunting  for  the  Stadtholdcr,  when  he  was  at  the  Britifh 
head-quarters,  to  report  that  the  French  were  advancing,  adding  with  a 
peculiar  emphafu^'-  en  ajfex^  grand  nombre  ;^*  which  phrafe  was  afterwards 
frequently  mads  ufe  oijocofely  through  the  camps. 

On  the  26th  of  Auguft  Sluys  furrendered  after  having  made  a  very  fteady 
Tefiftance;  it  had  been  befieged  from  the  27th  of  July,  when  Catfandt 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  enabling  them  tc  cut  off  all  communion 
Detween  Sluys  and  Holland.  The  conventional  troops  invelling  the  place 
and  covering  the  fiege,  amounted  to  at  leaft  20,000  men.  Gen.  Van- 
derduin's  defence  was  diftinguifheu  by  a  memorable  manoeuvre.  He 
ordered  feveral  fires  to  be  kindled  in  the  different  fquares  of  the  town^ 
and  while  the  flames  were  raging,  threw  open  the  gates,  and  let  down 
the  draw  bridges.  The  befiegers  fuppofing  their  fhells  had  caufed  this 
general  conflagration,  advanced  rapidly,  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  for- 
trefs,  when  they  were  fuddenly  falutcd  with  a  well-dtredled  fire  ofgrape 
and  round  fhot  from  the  ramparts  of  the  place,  and  nearly  2000  of  them 
fell  or  were  drowned  in  attempting  to  crofs  the  inundations.  The  troops 
in  garrifon  at  Sluys  were  made  prifoners  of  war,  and  in  confequence  of 
the  French  advancing  upon  Hoogftraten,  the  Duke  of  York's  army  re- 
treated from  the  bariony  of  Breda;  moving  from  Oujierbode  at  half  paft 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  they  encamped 
at  Hehoort  about  4  in  the  evening.  On  the  the  30th,  the  tents 
were  again  llruck  about  6  in  the  morning,  and  the  left  column  pafling 
through  Bois  k  DuCy  (or  Hertogenbos,  as  it  is  ufually  marked  on  the 
maps  of  Holland,)  the  army  encamped  at  four  in  the  evening  near 
Berlicum. 
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For  now  of  Conde  and  Valenciennes  *  poflefs'd, 
T'wards  Breda  the  befiegers  had  rapidly  prefs'd. 
O  Shame !  which  no  fophiftry  ever  can  blot 
From  Hiftory's  page,  without  firing  a  fhot. 


*  Conde  furrendered  to  the  French  the  ayth  of  Auguft,  Valenciennes  the 
30th,  without  making"  the  leaft  Ihewof  defence,  though  the  garrifons  were 
well  fupplied  with  provifions,  ammunition,  and  every  other  requifite  for 
fuflaininga  longfiege.  When  we  refledl  upon  theimmenfe  fums  of  money 
expended  during  the  fiege  of  Valenciennes,  and  the  numbers  of  men  loll 
before  it,  what  muft  be  the  feelings  of  thofe  who  toiled  in  the  trenches 
in  1793,  at  finding  it  thus  ihamefuUy  abandoned.  The  Imperialifts 
had  been  employed  night  and  day  to  repair  the  damaged  works,  and 
had  conftruAed  feveral  new  ones,  where  they  found  the  eafiefl 
impreffions  had  been  made  by  their  oivn  Jire\  rendering  the  for- 
trefs  even  more  formidable  than  when  Vauban  faw  his  admirable  plan 
completely  executed.  Exclufive  of  the  ufual  magazines,  immenfe  ftores 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  compofed  of  a  great  portion  of  the 
heavy  baggage  of  the  Britilh  army,  with  the  flandards  of  the  cavalry. 
The  Auftrians  upon  their  retreat  from  Tournayy  certainly  fufpeded  that 
Conde  would  be  wrefled  from  the  emperor,  as  they  carefully  removed 
their  own  ftores  from  that  fortrefs,  though  it  was  by  Cobourg's  advice  that 
the  Duke  of  York  made  ufe  of  it  as  a  dejf)ot.  A  party  of  the  Scotch  greys, 
previous  to  the  evacuation  of  Flanders,  had  ventured  very  clofe  to  the 
town  in  hopes  of  recovering  their  baggage,  and  were  nearly  taken  pri- 
foners. 

It  has  been  ftated  that  an  order,  apparently  from  the  emperor,  was 
conveyed  to  the  governor  of  Valenciennes,  (Gen.  Micoivtni,)  to  deliver 
up  the  keys  to  the  Republicans,  upon  fecuring  good  terms  for  his  gar- 
rifon,  wherein  his  imperial  majefty's  hand-writing,  and  the  impreffion 
of  his  feal,  were  fo  exadly  imitated,  that  no  fufpicion  was  entertained  of 
its  being  sl  forgery.  But  what  plea  could  Gen.  Heister,  the  Governor 
of  Conde,  on  the  commandant  of  Quefnoi,  (which  was  ceded  to  the  enemy 
a  fhort  time  before)  make  ufe  of?  French  gold,  it  is  very  obvious,  occa- 
fioned  German  treachery. 

Prince  Cobourc  about  this  period  refigned  the  command  of  the  Im- 
perialifts, which  confequently  devolved  upon  Gen.  Clairfait.  Aware 
that  it  was  then  too  late  in  the  feafontofit  down  before  the  ftrong  fortrefs 
of  Bergenopzoom,  or  even  before  Breda,  the  French  were  evidently  pre- 
paring to  attack  the  Duke  of  York's  army  covering  Holland,  deter- 
mined to  ufe  every  effort  in  their  power  to  overrvm  the  united  pro- 
vinces. 
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Thofe  places  which  coft  us  fuch  labour  and  blood, 
Which  for  months  all  attacks  might   have   brav'd   and 

withftood, 
Be  it  told  to  the  Key  firs*  eternal  difgrace, 
Experienc'd  once  more  the  fraternal  embrace. 
At  Valenciennes,  new  works  to  encreafe  its  defence 
Had  been  made,  at  a  great,  an  enormous  expence. 
Rich  ftores  of  all  kinds,  heavy  guns,  ammunition, 
Thus  made  in  an  inftant  a  fatal  tranfition ; 
As  if  we  the  fortrefs  on  truft  had  receiv'd. 
To  improve,  and  be  then  of  our  burthen  reliev'd. 
On  Boxtel*  our  foes  pour'd  en  maJJ'e  in  fuch  force, 
That  Dykes  and  Morass  fail'd  to  alter  their  courfe, 

*  The  French  having  paffed  the  morafs  of  Piel,  deemed  an  in- 
fuperable  barrier  between  the  contending  powers,  a  fudden  attack 
was  made  upon  all  the  posts  on  the  right  of  the  Duke  of  Yokk's 
army  on  the  14th  of  September,  when  that  of  Boxtel,  the  moft  advanced, 
was  forced,  with  a  lofs  of  1,500  of  the  Heffe  Darmfladt  troops, 
who  were  completely  furrounded.  As  the  whole  line  of  pofls  was 
unteneable,  while  the  enemy  remained  in  poffeflion  of  Boxtel,  a  pofition 
completely  commanding  the  river  Dommel,  which  runs  immediately  to 
the  town,  by  Fort  Ifabelle^  it  was  thought  neceffary  t^  retake  it ;  and  the 
referve  was  accordingly  detached  for  that  purpofe,  compofed  of  the  Bri- 
gade of  Guards,  and  Twelfth,  Thirty-third,  Forty-fecond,  and  Forty- 
fourth  Regiments  of  the  Line,  with  cavalry  and  artillery.  At  day-break 
on  the  13th,  General  Abercrombie  having  reconnoitered,  found  the 
enemy  fo  ftrongly  pofted,  that  he  did  not  venture  to  rifque  the  attack 
without  pofitive  orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief;  and  upon  his 
fending  back  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  for  inftrudlions,  he  was  diredted  to 
perfift  in  the  attack,  but  not  to  proceed  further  than  he  thought  pru- 
dent* In  front,  and  inclining  to  the  left  of  Abercrombie's  corps, 
which  had  advanced  through  Schyndel,  was  a  plain  Ikirted  by  a  thick 
plantation  of  firs,  in  which  the  French  had  conftrud;ed  feveral  mafked 
batteries.  The  Coldftream  Battalion  of  Guards  had  been  left  on  pic- 
quet  at  Erp^  a  village  on  the  river  Aa^  between  Bois  le  Due  and  Hel- 
mont.  The  Cavalry,  Firft  and  Third  Guards,  with  the  Thirty-third, 
and  Forty-fourth  Regiments  of  the  Line,  pulhed  on  towards  the  point 
of  attack,  the  Twefth  and  Forty-fecond,  remaining  in  referve  in  and  near 
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And  on  Hefsman's  pofition  fo  rapidly  fell, 

That  they  clear'd  in  an  inftant  the  banks  of  Dommel. 

We  therefore  determin'd  a  charge  a  I'Anglois, 

Should  in  their  turn  foon  force  them  to  fcamper  away. 

Abercrombie  led  on  the  referve,  and  we  hear 

Was  aflifted  by  hints  from  the  fam'd  bombardier ! 

But  feeling  their  pulfes  we  prefently  found 

Them,  "  en  ajfez  grand  nornbre''  and  fhifted  our  ground. 


Schyndel.  Some  French  HulTars  fhewed  themfelves  boldly  on  the  level 
ground,  as  a  lure  to  the  Britifh  Cavalry,  and  retreating  before  them,  dif- 
perfed  when  they  had  drawn  our  unwary  fquadrons  within  reach  of  their 
batteries,  which  immediately  opening  upon  them,  they  fuftained  feme 
lofs  before  they  could  poflibly  fall  back.  Gen.  Abercrombie  having  little 
doubt  by  this  time,  of  the  proximity  of  the  French  Grand  Army,  con- 
ceiving he  had  obeyed  his  orders  in  the  fulleft  extent,  by  advancing  as 
far  as  prudence  would  juflify,  determined  to  recall  his  troops,  and  to 
retreat  within  the  Britilh  Lines  of  encampment.  Capt.  Brtjlcnt}  of  the 
Firft  Guards,  having  been  previoufly  fent  with  a  Company  of  his  Regi- 
ment to  bring  off  a  French  gun,  which  annoyed  one  of  the  Battalions, 
found  himfelf  confequently  advanced  in  front,  when  the  orders  for  this 
retrogade  movement  were  iffued,  and  unable  to  join  the  referve  in  time, 
was  taken  prifoner. 

Miftaken  unfortunately  for  an  Emigrant,  (for  the  HulTars  had  torn  off  the 
lappels  of  his  coat,  in  their  hurry  to  fecure  the  lace,)  Capt.  Briftow  was 
harfhly  treated,  till  he  reached  the  main  body  of  Pichegru's  army, 
when  that  General  afforded  him  every  protedlion  in  his  power.  Capt. 
Rutherford  of  the  Engineers,  Affiflant  Deputy  Quarter-Mafler  Ge- 
nera], had  alfo  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Republicans,  previous  to  the 
attack,  when  reconnoitering  the  poft.  Lieut.  Eustace  of  the  Twelfth 
Foot  was  miffing,  fix  rank  and  file  were  killed,  two  ferjeants,  twelve 
privates  wounded,  four  ferjeants,  one  drummer,  and  fixty-four  rank  and 
file  milling.  One  of  the  Regiments  of  Irifli  Light  Dragoons,  threw  the 
Firft  Guards  on  their  retreat  into  fome  confufion,  owing  to  the  extreme 
narrownefs  to  the  road.  Fortunately  the  Thirty-third  Regiment  was 
formed  in  their  rear,  and  opening  to  allow  them  to  pafs,  wheeled  up, 
and  inftantly  throwing  a  few  cool  and  well-dire<Sted.  volleys  into  the 
enemy's  fquadrons,  obliged  them  to  decamp  precipitately, enabling  Aber- 
crombie to  retire  without  further  moleftation. — Failing  in  this  attemptto 
retake  Boxtel,  the  Duke's  army  moved  that  very  night  towards  Grave. 
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The   retreat   was   made   good,   and    immar'd   by  much 

(laughter, 
We  manag'dnext  morning  to  punt*  o'er  the  water. 
The  Maes  here  is  narrow,  though  rapid  its  tide. 
And  our  troops,  and  the  French  on  the  oppofite  fide 
Can  freely  converfe,  and  the  valleys  make  ring. 
With  their  ^a  ira,  and  our  God  save  the  KiNcf; 


*  Head-quarters  were  moved  to  Wichem,  on  the  i6th,  and  the  army 
the  next  day  paffed  the  Maes,  when  the  different  corps  took  up  their  po- 
rtions to  defend  the  banks  of  that  river,  the  Britiih  extending  from 
Grave  to  Afferden — Heflians  and  Hanoverians  from  thence  to  Venlo. 

+  The  French  Videttes  were  advanced  in  many  places  clofe  to  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  and  frequently  converfed  with  the  Britifh  fol- 
diers  on  picquet,  expreffing  great  refpedl  for  their  national  character,  and 
afluring  them,  that  PicHEGRu's  army  received  the  decree  of  the  Con- 
rention,  to  grant  their  brave  enemies  no  quarter,  with  univerfal  difgull. 
They  would  frequently  hold  forth  for  hours,  with  that  garrulity  fo  pecu- 
liar to  their  country,  winding  up  their  remarks  with  good  and  whole- 
fome  advice — "  Englifhmen  go  home — you  have  no  bufmefs  here — you 
are  too  honeft  to  be  leagued  with  the  Auflrians  and  Pruflians.  They 
will  foon  leave  you  in  the  lurch— and  as  to  the  Heflians,  the  Landgrave 
will  turn  them  all  over  to  us  to-morrow,  if  the  Convention  offers  him  a 
Placate  a  day  more  than  you  now  pay  him*" — Thefe  converfations  ufually 
concluded  with  our  men  flriking  up  Go^yj-i/f  r^^J^/w^ — -and  theirs,  A  9a 
Ira,  or  the  Carmagnol. 

The  French  on  the  17th  of  September,  alfauited  the  Auftrians,  pofled 
on  the  Maes  and  the  Ourt,  to  cover  Maeflricht  and  Liege.  They  were 
as  ufual,  at  firft  repulfed,  but  on  the  19th,  fucceeded  completely,  in 
forcing  Clairfait  to  abandon  his  pofition  on  the  Ourt. 

Overpowered  by  fuperior  numbers,  that  unfortunate  General  was  de- 
feated with  a  lofs  eftimated  at  6,000  men,  and  fell  back  upon  Aix  la 
Chapelle,  when  Gen.KRAV  threw  himfelf  into  Maeflricht,  which  place, 
as  the  enemy  immediately  croffed  the  Maes,  was  completely  inveftej^. 
Ontheaifl,  the  Duke's  army  changed  its  pofition,  and  head-quarters 
were  moved  from  Wichem  to  Groefbeck. 

Hitherto  no  accounts  of  any  importance  had  been  received  from  the 
army  of  Catalonia,  though  various  fkirmifhes  had  taken  place,  on  the 
Frontiers  of  his  Catholic  Majefty's  dominions,  in  which  the  Republicans 
were  ufually  fuccefsful,  till  a  levy  of  170,000  Spaniards  was  fet  on  toot. 
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For  the  prefent,  all  enmity  feems  to  be  dropp'd, 

And  the  firing  at  out  polls  is  mutually  ftopp'd; 

But,  alas!  my  dear  Lucy,  fhould  Bois  le  Due  fall. 

Our  colours  muft  fly  on  the  banks  of  the  Waal. 

For  thefe  retrograde  motions  are  order'd  fo  often, 

That  I  fear,   though  harfh  truths  we  endeavour  to  foften. 

Our  ears  foothing  founds  are  not  likely  to  meet. 

And  our  letters  at  length  muft  be  ftain'dwith  "  defeat." 


On  the  13th  of  Auguft,  Gen.  Count  de  la  Union,  obtained  a  complete 
vidtory  over  the  enemy  before  BeUegarde.  He  divided  his  army  into 
feven  columns  ;  fix  of  which  compofed  of  9,000  men  each,  received  or- 
ders to  difperfe  and  make  feigned  attacks  in  every  direction,  while  the 
Seventh,  under  his  own  command,  amounting  to  11, ceo  choice  troops,  ad- 
vanced upon  the  French  redoubts  in  front  of  their  entrenched  camp.  The 
manoeuvre  fucceeded,  and  the  Spaniards  poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  ene- 
my's camp  equipage,  twenty  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  fix  howitzers,  and 
a  great  number  of  field  pieces.  It  was  generally  fuppofed  that  at  leafl 
4,000  Republicans  fell  in  this  engagement,  and  their  army  afterwards 
retreated  ten  leagues  beyond  BeUegarde.  Gen.  La  Union,  it  was  faid, 
lofl  only  500  men. 


LETTER  XII. 

Head  Quarters,  Arnheim,  iVbx;.  24,  1794. 

The  A'td-de'Camf}  ohjeBs  to  a  Winter's  Campaign,  and  prepares  to  accompany 

his  Royal  Highnefs  to  England — /Ifpires  to  the  Truncheon — Slualif  cations 

requijite  to  form  a  general  Officer — The  main  Body  of  the  Army  crojjes 

the  Waal — Sortie  from  Nimeguen — E'vacuation  of  the  Place — 

Dutch  Troops  made  Prijoners. 

SCARCE  fettled,  when  rous'd  and  again  on  the  wing, 

Still,  flill  of  retreating  I  mournfully  fmg ! 

The  timorous  partridge  thus  fearfully  hies  her, 

Difturb'd  by  the  fteps  of  the  fell  Septemb'rizer ; 

From  ftubble  to  ftubble  in  vain  feeking  reft, 

The  death-dealing  tube  ever  aim'd  at  her  breaft. 

Poor  trembler !  with  rancour  unceafmg  purfued, 

Nor  like  us  with  the  means  of  efcaping  endued. 

For  fwift  as  the  ball  fpeeds  its  courfe  thro'  the  air, 

I  hafte  from  thefe  blood-hounds  in  fearch  of  my  fair. 

In  her  arms  fliall  all  former  misfortunes  forget, 

So  this  letter  regard  as  a  mere  Eftafette  *. 

Difpatch'd  to  prepare  me  that  tender  reception, 

Of  which  none  but  lovers  have  any  conception; 

As  fighting  in  Winter  is  out  of  all  feafon. 

For  our  ftay  there  can  now  be  aflign'd  no  good  reafon. 

Befides  this,  dear  Lucy  !  we  all  of  us  find 

For  important  commands  we're  hy  Nature  defign'd ; 

Thofe  ftriplings  to  M SE,  who  have  paid  due  devotion, 

Have  all  of  them  met  with  the  higheftt  promotion ; 

*   Meffengers  employed  by  the  army,  are  called  EJiaftttes. 
+  At  this  period  the  catalogue  of  fchool  boys  who  were  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  field  ofiEcers  in  the  Britifh  army,   over  the  heads  of  deferv- 
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And  dancing  attendance  fo  long  on  a  Princej 
Muft  the  world  of  our  wonderful  talents  convince. 
We  fhall  A-H-ST  remove,  then  in  claret  you'll  quaff 
To  my  health  as  a  General  at  leall  on  the  staff  ! 

ing  old  Soldiers,  was  fwelledout  to  an  enormous,  and  unprecedented  fize. 
The  plan  of  obtaining  a  fufficient  fupply  of  recruits,  by  giving  young 
gentlemen  of  fortune,  permanent  rank  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  they 
could  raife,  having  been  adopted  by  Government,  paved  the  way  to  in- 
conceivable abufes.  The  gazettes  could  fcarcely  keep  pace  wi.h  the 
promotions  that  took  place,  and  errata  were  continually  occurring. 

The  Army  Brokers  carried  on  the  moft  fhameful  and  deftruftive 
traffic  openly  and  in  the  broad  glare  of  noon  day.  In  a  few  weeks  they 
would  dance  any  beardlefs  youth,  who  could  come  up  to  their  price, 
from  one  new  raifed  Corps  into  another,  and  for  a  further  douceur,  by 
an  exchange  into  an  old  regiment,  would  procure  him  a  permanent  fitu- 
auon  in  the  Handing  army,  while  they  laughed  to  fcorn  the  fuperannua- 
ted  Drudges,  (as  they  were  ufually  ftyled)  who  had  been  braving  the  vi- 
ciflitudes  of  unhealthy  climates,  long  before  thofe  upftart  Chieftains 
•were  born.  The  following  are  fome  of  the  moft  remarkable  inftances  of 
the  power  of  money,  in  the  prefent  war,  to  procure  high  military  rank. 

Several  gentlemen  well  known  in  the  fafhionable  circles,  who  had  been 
obliged  to  fell  out  of  the  army,  owing  to  an  unfortunate  run  at  play, 
or  perhaps  to  other  caufes,  were  Indebted  to  a  favourable  turn  of  the  die  for 
their  re-eftablifliment,  and  for  moft  rapid  promotion:  They  had  won,  and 
feized  with  an  unufual  fit  of  prudence,  carried  their  winnings  to  the 
Army  Brokers,  defiring  to  be  appointed  Field  Officers  without  delay. 
Their  wifhes  were  of  courfe  immediately  complied  with,  the  cockade 
remounted,  and  the  titles  of  Enfign,  Lieutenant,  and  Major,  followed 
each  other  in  fuch  clofe  fucceflion,  that  their  friends  were  puzzled  ia 
what  manner  to  addrefs  them;  till  they  cleared  up  all  doubts,  by  ftep- 
ping  forth  Lieutenant  Colonels. 

The  father  of  one  of  thofe  new  created  Field  Officers,  wrote  to  the 
Colonel  Commandant  of  his  Regiment,  requeftingthat  his  fon  might  have 
further  leave  of  abfence  tofinljhhis  education^  as  he  was  by  no  means  fit  to 
be  taken  from  his  fchool!  and  doubtlefs  many  heroic  ftriplings,  pofTeflTed 
of  equal  rank,  joined  the  corps  they  were  deftined  to  command,  fmarting 
under  the  unclofed  fears,  received  from  birchen  rod,  brandiftied  by  ruth- 
lefs  hand  of  Pedagogue  fevere. 

Formerly  intereft  and  charader  were  ncceflary  to  procure  an  eftablifh- 
ment  in  the  army,  but  the  refpcftability  of  a  profeffion,  hitherto  re- 
garded as  the  moft  honourabfe  in  the  land,  has  been  fo  totally  done 
away,  that  one  of  the  moft  notorious  Black-legs  in  London,  found  the 
light  gold  circulated  at  the  Faro  Bank,  and  Hazard  Tables,  of  that 
arch  fiend ^    the    Proprietor    of    an  infamous    Ganabling-houfe,  not    a 
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For  judgment  is  not  as  was  formerly  thought 

By  praftice,  but  by  infpiration  love,  caught, 

By  fknnming  the  furface  of  Taftic  D — nd — ss, 

And  entering  more  deep  into  fam'd  Mother  Glasse^ 

For  a  Chieftain,  dear  Girl,  fhould  moft  clearly  be  able 

To  name  all  the  luxuries  plac'd  on  his  table ; 

Then  with  martial  endowments,  well  blended  together. 

Long  fafh,  crooked  fabre,  and  eighteen  inch  feather, 

Tight  leathers,  Ihort  boots,  fee  me  fully  equipt. 

And  fafely  for  Portfmouth,  or  Brighton  be  (hipt ; 

And  to  fum  up  a  General's  comforts  in  fine, 

If  requefted  toferve,  he  may  fafely  decline. 

For  now-a-days.  Girl,  in  an  age  thus  refin'd. 

No  fenfible  man  a  few  whifpers  will  mind  \ 

And  a  broiling  hot  climate,  I  boldly  declare  it, 

A  jaundic'd  complexion ! — I  never  could  bear  it. 

My  maxim  is,  has  been,  and  ever  fhall  be, 

That  there's  nothing  like  Otium  cum  dignitate  ; 

And  therefore  old  England  to  guard  from  invafion, 

The  Home  Staff  I'll  gain,  with  a  little  perfuafion. 

Six  weeks  makes  a  Colonel — fix  years  I  can  boaft! 

And  furely  'tis  fitting  I  now  rule  the  roaft. 

How  pleafure  will  heighten  your  numberlefs  charms. 

When  you  fee  the  fwords  drop,  and  the  line  prefent  arms  ; 

hundred  miles  from  St.  James's,  juftly  denominated  Hell,  Argu- 
ments fufficiently  -weighty  to  procure  hisfon  a  commiflion,  and  ultimate- 
ly to  advance  him  to  a  fituation,  entitling  him  to  command  a  regiment, 

Reflefting  uponthis  golden  harveft,  THOMrsoN,as  he  ftruts  amidft  the 
Kings  of  old  on  the  Exchange,  harranguing  his  moft  fortunate  confreres, 
may  fancy  himfelf  a  fecond  ^Eneas,  and  exclaim— et  hac  olira  meminiffe 
juvabit. 

Their  reign,  however,  is  entirely  at  an  end  ;  for,  certainly  very  much 
to  his  honor,  His  Royal  Highnefs,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  has  put  a 
Hop  to  fuch  fcandalous  proceedings,  proceedings  that  would,  if  they 
had  been  unfortunately  continued  a  little  longer,  have  entirely  ruined 
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'Twill  turn  your  poor  head,  fimple  lafs,  I'm  afraid, 

When  you  know  that  to  me  fuch  great  honors  are  paid ; 

Nor  fancy  I'm  caftles  erefting  in  air, 

Thefe  joys  fhall  be  mine,  and  thefe  joys  Lucy  fhare, 

While  cro^vds  will  with  wonder  and  envy  behold 

My  love  on  her  charger  in  fcarlet  and  gold. 

Such  blifs  is  in  ftore— but  I've  now  to  purfue 

My  Sketch,  and  tho'  loath  darker  fcenes  bring  to  view ; 

To  Truth  having  fworn  an  eternal  allegiance, 

And  a6led  throughout,  to  her  laws  in  obedience : 

And  thence  my  ftyle  varies,  for  black  were  the  heart 

Which  bears  in  its  country's  misfortunes  no  part ; 

Thus  fprightly  or  ferious  the  notes  of  my  lyre, 

As  that  heart  is  imprefs'd  and  its  feelings  infpire ; 

Tho'  linked  hand  in  hand,  in  the  llriftefl  alliance. 

On  Mynheer's  boafted  courage  we'd  little  reliance. 

And  Bois  le  Due's  fall  had  been  fully  expelled, 

As  the  natives  *  were  known  to  be  much  difaffefted. 

And  the  Govenor's  honefty  much  was  fufpefted. 


} 


the  Britifli  army,  and  driven  from  it  every  man  of  the  lead  refpc£lability. 

In  revifmg  thefe  remarks,  it  appears  j>^i/s  that  they  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  rcflefting  upon  Lord  A — h— ft ;  but  it  muft  be  rccollefted, 
that  his  Lordfhip  received  his  inftrnftions  from  the  War-office,  and 
much  as  he  ^zs  known  to  difapprove  of  the  plan,  adopted  by  thofc 
who  fuperintended  that  department,  he  vv'as  obliged  to  acquiefce. 

This  country  is  indebted  to  few  men,  more  than  to  Lord  A — h — ft, 
for  his  minute  attention  to  its  interefts  upon  all  occafions. 

*  About  this  period  the  Dutch  Patriots  openly  avowed  their  prin- 
ciples, the  Statholder's  party  decreafed  daily,  and  the  greateft  diffen- 
tions  prevailed  in  the  principal  towns  of  the  United  Provinces.  The 
Dykes  had  been  pierced,  and  the  Inundations  round  Bois  le  Due  fuc- 
ceeded  in  a  great  degree ;  but  the  French  having  taken  Cre'vecceur^  a 
fmall  fortrefs  on  the  Maes,  between  Bommel  and  Bois  le  Due,  com- 
manding the  Sluices  of  the  latter  town,  were  enabled  to  draw  off  the 
water,  bid  defiance  to  the  inundations,  and  form  the  inveftiture  of  the 
place.  The  bombardment  had  fcarcely  commenced  when  the  gates  were 
ihrovrn  open,  and  the  Governor  who  M'as  highly  bribed,  capitulated,  (oa 
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Crevecoeur  taken,  the  French  had  ftol'n  flily  away. 
To  turn  our  right  flank-— Via  Fort  St.  Andre* ; 
And  thus  crafty  dogs,  once  pofTefs'd  of  Bommel, 
En  malTe  on  our  rear,  would  have  thunder'd  pell  mell ; 

the  gth  of  Oftober.)  Here  too  above  400  unfoitunate  Emigrants  fell 
into  the  hands  of  their  pitilefs  countrymen;  they  had  endeavoured  to 
efcape  in  different  difguifes,  but  were  mofl:  of  them  difcovered,  and  un- 
mercifully butchered,  en  majje,,  at  the  head  of  the  French  army. 

*  The  main  body  of  the  Duke  of  York's  army  eroded -the  Waal,  oa 
the  6th  of  Oftober,  at  Nimeguen,  leaving  ftrong  picquets  on  the  fouth- 
ern  fide,  extending  along  the  whole  front  of  the  line.  After  the  fall 
of  Crevecceur,  the  French  paffingthe  Maes,  immediately  advanced  upon 
Fort  St.  Andre.  The  Waal  and  Maes  uniting  at  Gercum,  branch  round 
the  Bommel  VVaert,  infulating  St.  Andre  and  Vourn.  A  rapid  move- 
ment was  therefore  neceffary,  to  prevent  their  pulhing  over  the  Waal. 
Accordingly  the  right  wing  of  the  Britifh  took  up  a  pofition  at  Op  He- 
mert^  Varick,  and  the  other  villages  (from  Bommel  towards  Tiel.)  Fort 
St.  Andre" -wzs  found  in  the  enemy's  pofFeflion,  but  eafily  retaken  on  the 
nth:  The  Republicans  returned  to  the  attack  on  the  17th,  and  were 
once  more  unfuccefsful. 

On  the  1 8th,  however,  their  whole  force  pu^edover  the  Maes,  in  dif- 
ferent dirc6lions,and  on  the  19th,  a  defperate  a0ault  was  made  upon  all 
the  out  pofts  of  the  Duke's  right  wing,  between  Nimeguen  and  Tie], 
The  picquet  at  Druiten,  [which  was  the  moft  advanced,)  was  defended 
by  the  Thirty-feventh  Regiment,  under  the  command  of  Major  Hope, 
for  near  four  hours,  when  Appelthorn,  the  pofition  on  their  left,  occu- 
pied by  a  Dctatcliment  of  the  Emigrant  Huffars  of  Rohan,  being  forced, 
the  Britifh  were  obliged  to  retreat  upon  the  Dyke,  along  the  Banks  of 
the  IVaal.  Unfortunately  a  fquadron  of  the  enemy's  Hufl'ars,  (miftaken 
for  the  Corps  of  Rohan,)  was  permitted  to  approach  their  line  of 
march,  and  owing  to  the  narrownefs  of  the  Dyke,  the  Britilh  Regi- 
ment was  driven  off  iis  fides,  and  thrown  into  the  greateft  confufion  by 
the  enemy's  charge.  Lieut.  Wadman  was  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the 
head,  but  has  fmce  recovered  fufficiently  to  enjoy  life  in  quiet  retire- 
ment, though  rendered  totally  incapable,  (from  having  been  trepanned,) 
of  doing  his  duty  as  a  foldier.  Captains  Baird,  Henley,  and  Duff^ 
Lieutenants  Thompson, CoLQHOUN,  MiTCHELi.,  and  Murray,  with 
Quarter-Mafter  Dux  EL,  were  taken  prifoners,  (Captain  Duff,  Lieute- 
nants MiTCHtLL,  and  Colquoun,  having  been  wounded.)  The  Re- 
giment loft  its  colours  and  field  pieces,  and  not  more  than  50  men  reach- 
ed Wurdty  (a  village  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Nimeguen,)  where  how- 
ever great  numbers  of  thofe  rnen  fuppofed  to  have  fallen  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  arrived  daily  in  ftraggling  parties.  The  pofts  on  the 
Southern  Banks  of  the  Waal,  being  now   regarded  as   untenable,  were 
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But  their  deep-laid  manoeuvre  we'd  caufe  to  fufpeft, 
And  the  Waal  crofs'd  in  time,  the  Bommel  to  proteft. 
From  St.  Andre  thus  forc'd  to  decamp,  they  in  hafte 
Broke  ground,  and  ftrong  works  againft  Nimeguen  plac'd. 
Thefe  foon  by  a  dafhing  fortie*  were  deftroy'd. 
Which  cover 'd  with  laurels  the  troops  we  employ 'd ; 


abandoned;  General  Walmoden  remaining  at  Nimeguen  with  a  corps 
of  Hanoverians  to  defend  that  town,  augmented  by  Detachments  from 
the  Britifh,  under  General  De  Bourg,  and  the  army  took  up  the  dif* 
ferent  cantonments  marked  out  for  the  defence  of  the  Waal. 

An  additional  reafon  for  this  movement  was  the  intelligence  that  had 
been  received  of  a  Republican  Army  of  30,000  men  having  paffed  thff 
Maes  betv/een  Rouremonde  and  Venlo.  This  force  affaulting  the  Im- 
perialifts  in  front  and  flank,  obliged  them  to  fall  back  upon  Cologne, 
abandoning  the  pofition  they  had  taken  up,  for  the  defence  of  the  Duchy 
of  Juliers.  Previous  to  this  laft  defeat  (which  took  place  on  the  2d  of 
Oftober)  Clairfait  had  meditated  a  junftion  with  the  Duke  of 
York's  army,  determined  to  rifque  a  general  engagement,  to  check 
the  alarming  progrefs  of  the  invaders. 

*  On  the  4th  of  November,  a  pait  of  the  garrifon  of  Nimeguen, 
confifting  of  the  Eighth,  Twenty-feventh,  Twenty-eighth,  Fiftj^-fifth, 
Sixty-third,  and  Seventy-eighth  Regiments  of  Britifh  Infantry,  with  two 
Battalions  of  Dutch  troops,  fupported  by  the  Seventh  and  Fifteenth 
Britifh  Light  Dragoons,  Four  Squadrons  of  Hanoverian  Cavalry,  and 
the  Legion  of  Damas  in  the  fervice  of  Holland,  fallied  forth  from  the 
town  on  the  enemy's  works, under  the  command  of  General  De  Bourg- 
The  troops  advanced  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  and  leaping  into  the  ene. 
my's  trenches,  without  drawing  a  fingle  trigger,  drove  the  befiegers  froni 
their  pofitiou  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  with  a  lofs  of  500  men.  Gen. 
De  Bourg  was  himfelf  Hightly  wounded,  12  rank  and  file  and  5  horfes 
were  killed,  i  Field  Oflicer,  5  Captains,  6  Subalterns,  I49  rank  and  file 
and  14  horfes  wounded — i  Serjeant  and  19  Privates  miffing.  The 
officers  wounded  were  Major  Malcolm  of  the  Seventy-eighth,  Cap- 
tains Bland  of  the  Eighth,  Bruce  and  Quin  of  the  Fifty-fifth,  M'Kex- 
siE  and  Hugh  Moxro  of  the  Seventy-eighth,  Lieuts.  Baker  of  the 
Twenty-feventh,  Wemyss,  Barckley,  andRuxLEDCE,  of  the  Sixty- 
third,  withLieut.  Bayley  and  Enfign  Cameron  of  the  Seventy-eighth* 
Tlie  Hanoverians  and  Dutch  had  1  Captain,  i  Si^baltern,  and  5  rank  and 
file  killed,  4  rank  and  file  and  2a  horfes  wounded.  On  the  6th,  how- 
ever, the  French  opened  two  batteries  on  the  bridge  of  boats,  and  one  on 
the  town,  when  the  artillery  of  the  Referve,  Britifh,  Hanoverian^,  and 
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Yet  tho'  true  Britifh  fpirit  our  Soldiers  difplay'd, 
Tho'  carnage  moft  horrid  their  bayonets  made, 
Again  we  perceiv'd  the  French  batteries  complete, 
Which  forced  us  ftill  nearer  the  Rhine  to  retreat. 
Debourg*  and  his  men,  'midft  a  horrible  roar 
Of  cannon  and  mufquetry,  fafe  reach'd  the  fliore ; 
But,  alas  !  while  attempting  the  fame  courfe  to  fteer, 
'Midft  his  foes,  a  chance  fhot  brought  poor  creft-fall'n 

Mynheer  ; 
Depriv'd  of  all  guidance,  the  ftream  rufhlng  down, 
Dafh'd  his  bridge  with  a  fhock  on  the  walls  of  the  town. 
All  our  troops  into  fnug  warm  cantonmentst  are  fent, 
And  a  camp  to  proteft  them  is  trac'd  out  at  Lenf^ 

Heflians,  paffed  the  Waal,  and  marched  towards  Thiel,  leaving  picqucts 
under  the  command  of  Major  Gen.  De  Bourc,  amounting  to  2,500  men, 
which,  with  the  Dutch,  was  accounted  a  fufficient  force  to  maintain  the 
place,  till  the  certainty  of  the  Auftrlan  movements  could  beafcertained. 

About  this  period,  the  Britilh  Army  was  reinforced  by  four  Regiments 
of  Infantry,  which  had  been  landed  at  Fhifhing,  viz.  Seventy-ninth, 
Eightieth,  Eighty-fourth,  and  Eighty-fifth. 

*  Nimeguen  was  entirely  abandoned  on  Friday  night,  the  7th  of  No- 
vember. The  Britifh  and  Hanoverians  having  effe»5led  their  retreat, 
burnt  the  bridge  of  boats  down  to  the  water's  edge.  About  600  Dutch 
were  left  to  pafs  over  on  a  temporary  flying  bridge. — They  had  nearly 
effeded  a  fafe  landing,  when  a  chance  fhot  from  a  French  battery  on  the 
oppolite  fide  of  the  river,  carried  away  the  maft  to  which  the  hawfer  (or 
chain)  was  attached,  on  which  the  flying  bridge  depended,  and  it  con- 
fequently  fwung  round,  and  was  hurried  by  the  mercy  of  the  current 
towards  the  town.  The  troops  upon  it  fufFered  feverely  from  the  inceffant 
fire  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  ere  they  could  by  any  means,  obtain 
a  parley. 

f  The  Dutch  head-quarters  were  now  fixed  at  Gorcum,  the  great  ob- 
je<5l  being  to  protect  Bommcl,  againft  which  fortrefs  the  French  bent  all 
their  force.  The  cantonments  marked  out  for  the  Duke  of  York's  army 
(the  right  wing  communicating  with  the  Prince  of  Orange's  left)  extend- 
ed along  the  northern  banks  of  the  Waal,  as  far  as  Emmerick  ;  the  Bri- 
tifh having  moved  to  the  l«ft  of  Tiel,  the  different  troops  occupied  nearly 
all  the  villages  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Waal,  within  the  limits  of 
their  line.     Five  regiments  were  encamped,   or  rather  hutted,  at  Lent, 
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Where  batteries  of  heavy  guns  frowning  appear, 
To  check  the  invaders  who  prefs  on  their  rear. 

nearly  oppofite  to  NImeguen,  where  formidable  batteries  were  erevScd 
to  keep  the  French  Garrifon  in  check.  In  general,  thefe  cantonments 
were  tolerably  good;  the  officers  being  in  neat  Dutch  cottages,  and  the 
foldiers  in  roomy  comfortable  barns.  The  froft  had  fet  in  very  early,  and 
its  firft  approaches  were  marked  by  the  great  numbers  of  men  who  fell 
Cck  fo  rapidly,  that  feveral  of  the  battalions  could  fcarcely  mufler  one 
half  of  their  original  numbers,  fit  for  any  kind  of  duty. 

A  ferious  engagement  had  taken  place  in  the  Duchy  of  Cleves,  between 
a  column  of  4,000  Auflrians,  which  had  crofled  the  Rhine  near  Burick, 
and  a  French  corps  of  fuperior  force,  under  Gen.  Vandam.  The  Au- 
flrians were  forced  to  recrofs  the  river  with  a  lofs  of  2^,500  men;  and, 
but  for  the  well  diretfled  fire  of  the  Rhine  Fort,  their  whole  column  mufl 
have  been  inevitably  cut  to  pieces. 

The  army  of  the  Mofelle  pouring  down  upon  the  Allies  in  the  Electo- 
rate of  Treves  yZXid  the  Duchy  oi  Deux-Ponts,  feizcd  upon  Oberfie'm,  Kirttf 
Sponbeim,  and  Kreutznach^  between  the  loth  and  15th  of  Oftober: 
That  of  the  Rhine,  upon  its  advancing  gained  Tw/'Ai'e/w,  GrunJ}att,  Gelheim* 
and  Kircbelm. 

Frankenthal  furrendered  to  the  French  Gen.  Ferrand,  the  1 8th,  and  that 
fame  evening  he  alfo  bec;.nie  mailer  of  the  Epifcopal  City  of  Worms. 
B'lngen  opened  its  gates  on  the  20th,  and  Coblentx  on  the  23d.  Fenlo  capi- 
tulatedon  the  26th,  and  on  the  4th  of  November  Maeftricht  furrendered. 
The  Governor,  more  anxious  to  procure  favourable  terms,  than  to  flop 
the  formidable  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  gave  up  the  fortrefs,  without 
making  a  proper  refiflance. 

Thus  the  whole  country  of  Germany  on  the  left  banks  of  the  Rhine, 
excepting  Mayence  (or  Mcntz)  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enterprizing 
and  indefatigable  Republicans.  Louis  the  XlVth,  who  polTeiredthe  moft 
refllefs,  infatiable,  and  inordinate  ambition,  had  ever  been  defirous  of 
eflablilhing  the  Rhine  as  the  boundary  of  his  dominions:  what  that 
great  Monarch  could  never  bring  about,  was  thus  accomplifhed  by  an 
illegal  and  ufurping  FaAion.  So  wonderful  are  the  refources  of  Fran  c  e 
when  energetically  called  forth ! 

The  behaviour  of  the  garrifon  of  Venlo^  amounting  only  to  1200  men, 
was  uncommonly  noble.  On  the  15th  of  0£lober,  the  place  was  com- 
pletely inverted,  and  on  the  21ft,  the  French  had  advanced  their  works 
within  piltol-lhot  of  the  palifadoes  of  the  covert  way,  before  the  gateway 
leading  to  Ruremonde.  A  fortie  v/as  therefore  immediately  determined 
upon  to  diflodge  them  ;  and  a  detachment  of  I30  volunteers,  led  on  by 
Capt.  Roji,  of  the  Regiment  of  Panhuys,  with  afmall  divifion  of  Cavalry, 
executed  that  perilous  duty,  with  as  much  valour  as  fuccefs ;  driving  the 
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We  Ihall  now  to  Dame  H— rc— T  our  veterans  commend. 
And  leave  her  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine  to  defend. 


French  from  their  advanced  works,  and  purfuing  beyond  their  firft  line  of 
cntrenchmentSjWhile  the  Pioneers  leveled  and  deftroyed  the  others.  Capt. 
RosT  had  3  officers  wounded,  and  59  rank  and  file  killed  and  wounded, 
and  returned  bringing  back  withhim,a  French  officer  and  4  men,  prifon- 
ers.  The  enemy  however  very  foon  re-eflablifhed  their  works,  and  pufhed 
them  on  with  fuch  activity,  that  on  the  23d,  the  garrifon  being  reduced 
to  950  men,  the  outworks  were  abandoned,  and  the  defence  confined 
to  the  body  of  the  place.  The  town  was  fummoned  on  the  24tb,  and 
the  garrifon  offering  to  capitulate,  if  allowed  to  ferve  againft  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  Netherlands,  furrendered,  after  obtaining  thofe  ho- 
nourable terms.  Grave  had  been  long  and  clofely  befieged,  and  the 
moll  fpirited  defence  was  made  by  the  garrifon  ;  the  Governor  Gen. 
BoNS,  feeming  determined  to  aft  up  to  the  noble  anfwer  he  had  given, 
when  fummoned  to  furrender  the  place — "  I  am  an  old  foldier,  and 
*♦  wiih  for  nothing  more,  than  to  die  worthy  of  the  glorious  appellation 
**  of  having  lived  a  branie  one;  I  hope  to  be  buried  under  the  ruins  of  this 
"  fortrefs,  or  to  conquer : — Be  affured,  I  (hall  defend  it — as  long  as 
<'  I  have  powder  fufficient  to  fend  a  ball  againft  the  enemies  of  man- 
"  kind,  and  in  fo  doing,  I  fhall  ferve  my  God  and  my  fellow  creatures.** 

Nimeguem  Boh  le  Due,  and  the  whole  country  furrounding  Grave, 
from  Breda  to  the  Waal,  being  in  the  enemy's  poffeffion,  its  certain  fall 
was  eafily  forefeen;  and  it  was  evident,  that  the  inundations,  which  were 
by  no  means  as  general  as  the  nature  of  the  country  would  have  allowed, 
could  alone  prevent  the  Republicans  from  gaining  the  entire  poffeffion  o£ 
the  United  Provinces. 

Much  has  been  faid,and  with  truth,  of  the  want  of  difcipline  that 
exiftcd  among  the  Britifh  troops  ;  but  a  detail  of  the  fkameful  treatment 
they  experienced  in  their  different  marches  through  Holland,  which  was 
to  them,  "  indeed  a  hoftile  fhore  !"  would  in  fome  meafure  account  for 
their  taking  by  force  thofe  neceffaries,  which  owr  good  and  faithful  Al- 
lies rcfufcd  to  fupply  them  with  for  money.  The  implacable  hatred 
evinced  by  the  Dutch  towards  the  Engliffi,  can  fcarcely  be  conceived  ; 
extending  even  beyond  the  Grave.  They  have  been  known  to  dig  up 
the  dead  bodies  of  Eritiffi  foldicrs  in  the  night,  to  mutilate  and  deface 
them  with  the  long  Ajfajpn's  Km-ves,  which  they  all  of  them  to  a  man  con- 
ceal about  their  perfons,  and  to  leave  them  in  that  ftate  for  their  for- 
mer comrades  to  fcaft  their  eyes  upon  the  next  morning. 

When  the  V3,n-guard  of  the  Duke's  army  croffed  the  Waal  on  the  6th  of 
06lober,  approaching  the  villages  marked  out  for  their  cantonments,  one 
yfthe  Drummers  entered  a  Dutchman's  houfe  upon  the  fide  of  the  Dyke,  to 
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Brave  fellows !  farewell ;  tho'  to  Lucy  I  fly, 
I  quit  my  companions  in  arms,  with  a  figh. 

purchafe  fome  apples,  expofed,  as  he  imagined,  for  fale.  The  fellow  fup- 
pofing  the  lad's  intention  was  to  fteal  them,  aimed  a  piftol  at  his  breaft, 
and  difcharging  its  contents,  wounded  him  feverely. 

A  Serjeant  of  the  Flank  Battalion  of  Guards  (which  was  marching  by 
at  that  moment)  darted  towards  thehoufeto  fecure  the  offender:  Finding 
the  doors  clofely  barricadoed,  he  forced  his  way  through  a  window,  and 
was  proceeding  up  the  ftair-cafe,  when  the  Dutchman  fprung  from  a 
dark  corner  and  ftabbed  him  to  the  heart.  The  houfe  was  inftantly  fur- 
rounded,  and  fet  on  fne  by  the  enraged  foldiers  ;  one  man  efcaped  along 
the  thatch  enveloped  in  the  fmoke  ;  but  the  rafcal  who  had  killed  the 
Serjeant,  was  fortunately  difcovered,  and  hung  upon  the  neareft  tree,  an 
example  to  his  daftardly  countrymen.  Can  we  wonder  then,  that  the 
mofl  inveterate  hatred  was  kindled  in  the  breaft  of  every  foldier,  whofe 
hard  fate  it  was  to  retreat  thiough  Holland,  againft  fuch  favage  Brutes 
in  human  forms  ! — Thefe  were  however  but  preludes  to  ftill  greater 
atrocities,  ftill  more  inhuman  and  barbarous  inftances  of  cruelty  exercifed 
upon  the  fick  and  helplefs. 

The  triumph  of  the  Spaniards  was  but  of  fhort  duration.  The  right 
wing  of  the  French  army  of  the  Eaftern  Pyrennees,  obtained  a  complete 
viftory  over  the  left  of  the  army  of  Catalonia  :  forcing  their  camp  on  the 
17th  of  November,  the  Republicans  carried  off  their  artillery  baggage, 
and  above  100  prifoners.  Dugommler^  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
French  Army  in  that  Department,  was  however  killed. 

On  the  aoth,  the  Conventional  troops,  as  ujualy  following  up  their 
blows,  renewed  their  attacks;  an  engagement  enfued,  and  the  flaughter 
wasmoft  dreadful.  The  Spanifh  pofitions,  entrenchments,  redoubts, 
and  camps,  were  all  forced,  and  tents  for  50,000  men  (according  to  the 
returns  given  in  to  the  Convention)  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  with 
innumerable  pieces  of  ordinance.  No  prifoners  were  taken  but  all  were 
barbaroufly  and  indifcriminately  put  to  the  fword,  and  Gen.  Count  D» 
La  Union,  the  Spanifh  Commander  in  Chief,  was  found  amongft  the 
dead  upon  the  field  of  battle.  The  Spaniards  rallied,  and  attempted  to 
make  a  ftand  at  L'lers,  where  they  had  an  entrenched  camp  under  the 
cannon  of  the  caftleof  Figuera,  but,  driven  from  that  pofition,  they  fell 
back  feveral  leagues,  and  on  the  28th,  Figuera  furrendered,  when  the 
garrifon,  amounting  to  ufnvards  of  9,000  men,  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
were  made  prifoners  of  war.  The  French  army  of  the  Weftem  Pyren- 
nees was  alfo  viftorious,  and  it  was  apprehended  that  Upper  Navarre, 
and  Pampeluna,  its  capital,  muft  ultimately  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Republicans,  who  thus,  in  one  Campaign,  had  cleared  their  own  Fron* 
tiers,  and  were  penetrating  into  the  terrilories  of  their  neighbours,  ia 
every  dire<5lion. 
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X  HE  brilliant  conquefts  of  the  Allies  were  thus  wrefted 
from  their  hands  in  a  manner  unequalled  in  the  annals  of 
hiftoiy.  The  fineft  and  higheft  difciplined  troops  in  Eu- 
rope had  been  forced  to  retreat,  wearied  out  and  panic 
ftruck,  before  raw  and  inexperienced  foldiers,  whom 
they  had  unhappily  been  taught  to  defpife,  and  to  re- 
gard as  hordes  of  banditti,  unable  to  make  the  fmalleft 
refiftance  againft  the  veterans  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary. 
Clairfait  had  alone  oppofed  the  formidable  progrefs  of 
the  enemy,  though  left  entirely  unfupported,  and  expofed 
to  the  weight  of  their  formidable  attacks,  with  a  force  totally 
inadequate  to  contend  with  the  unprecedented  difparity  of 
numbers,  continually  pouring  down  upon  his  handful  of 
men.  That  unfortunate  but  truly  brave  General,  expe- 
rienced a  feries  of  the  moft  lamentable  defeats,  while  his 
Imperial  Majefty,  elated  with  his  fuccefs  before  an  in- 
fignificant  fortrefs*,  was  pufhing  into  the  heart  of  a  hof- 
tile  country,  leaving  his  rear  unprote£led,  his  retreat  in- 
fecure,  and  his  own  territories  expofed  to  invafion.  Are 
we  not  at  this  moment  fmarting  under  the  confequent 
misfortunes  of  fuch  unexampled  imprudence? 

*  Landrecies. 
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PiCHEGRU  had  gained  a  footing  in  Holland,  that  it  was 
evident  would,  by  the  aid  of  his  ftaunch  friends  the  Dutch 
Patriots,  ultimately  put  the  whole  of  the  United  Provinces 
into  his  poffeffion.  It  is  true,  that  the  enormous  fum  of 
320  millions  *  fterling,  had  been  drawn  forth  from  their 
National  Treafuries,  to  enable  the  French  Convention 
to  keep  on  foot  the  vaft  armies  they  had  levied,  but  the 
unwarrantable  feizure  of  private  property  in  the  Inte- 
rior, the  contributions  exafted  from  the  conquered  coun- 
tries, the  Jewels,  Crofiers,  and  Silver  Images,  wrefted 
violently  from  the  Churches  and  Convents,  and  above 
all,  the  abundant  harveft,  t  of  which  they  at  that  critical 
moment  flood  fo  much  in  need,  muft  furely  in  a  great 
meafure  have  reimburfed  them. 

Such  was  the  fliort-fighted  policy  of  the  States  General, 
that  they  imagined  they  could  negociate  a  feparate  peace, 
while  the  French  were  upon  the  eve  of  reaping  the  golden 
fruits  of  their  paft  labours ;  regardlefs  of  every  treaty, 
unmindful  of  every  obligation  they  lay  under  to  Great- 
Britain,  for  entering  into  an  expenfive  war,  avowedly  to 
proteft  their  country  from  invafion,  and  to  fecure  to 
them  the  advantages  they  derived  from  the  uninterrupted 
navigation  of  the  Scheldt,  Dutch  Ambafladors  were 
fent  to  befeech  the  ruling  Faftion  at  Paris  would  vouch- 
fafe  to  grant  them  fuch  terms,  as  their  known  good  faith 
Jind  generofity  fhould  diftate.  The  Convention  cajoled 
J.heir  dejeftcd  Petitioners  with  promifes  of  attending  to 
ilieir  requeft,  lulling  them  into  a  ftate  of  apparent  fecu- 
rity,  and  difpatching  at  the  fame  moment  pofitive  orders 

*  Duiing  the  Campaigns  of  1793  and  I794. 
T  Gathered  immediately  upon  their  entrance  into  Flanders, 
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to  their  Generals*,  to  force  at  all  events  the  paflage  of 
the  Waal,  and  to  penetrate  immediately  to  Amfterdam ; 
depending  for  fuccefs  on  the  known  difafFeftion  of  more 
than  two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  Orange  Family, 
which  they  juftly  expefted  would  accelerate  their  advan- 
ces, more  than  the  moft  formidable  inundations  could 
pofTibly  check  their  progrefs.  In  this  opinion  they  were 
fully  confirmed  by  the  frequent  invitationsf  fent  to  them 
from  the  principal  towns  in  Holland,  accompanied  with 
promifes  of  a  cordial  reception. 

The  ficknefs  of  the  army  encreafed  daily  with  the  ex- 
treme feverity  of  the  weather,  and  the  total  inattention  to 
the  comforts  and  convenience  of  our  fufFering  fellow- 
creatures,  rendered  their  fituation  pitiable  in  the  ex- 
treme. Invalids  were  conftantly  fent  to  the  general  Hof- 
pital  at  Rhenen,  without  any  previous  orders  having  been 
iffued  to  prepare  for  their  reception,  fo  that  no  proper 

*  Pick  ECRU,  who  is  certainly  in  pofTeflion  of  more  humane  and 
gentleman-like  ideas,  than  ufually  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  French  Generals 
of  the  prefent  day,  was  difmterefted  and  candid  enough,  when  the  Dutch 
Ambaffadors  were  proceeding  to  Paris  from  Bois  le  Due,  to  commu- 
nicate to  them  his  orders  to  pafs  the  Waal,  and  to  bint  that  their  journey 
would  be  fruitlefs. 

+  One  of  thofe  enterprizing  meffengers  from  tlie  difaffefted  Patriots, 
was  fortunately  difcovered  on  the  4th  of  December,  attempting  to  crofs 
the  Waal;  and  an  addrefs  was  found  upon  liim,  figned  by  3,000  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  Amsterdam,  promifing  to  ufe  every  effort  in 
their  power,  to  put  that  city  into  Pi  CHE  oRu's  hands,  and  encouraging 
the  French  to  pufh  forwards  without  delay.  This  daring  adventurer  was 
apprehended  by  an  Hanoverian  officer,  while  endeavouring  to  ftrike  a 
good  bargain  with  a  Skipper,  who  demanded  forty  ducats  for  convey- 
ing him  aciofs  the  river.  The  Ambaffador  imagined  twenty  a  fully 
fufficient  bribe,  and  thus  loft  his  life  in  endeavouring  to  fave  a  paltry 
fum  of  money  ;  So  flrongly  is  the  love  of  gold  engrafted  in  a  Dutchman's 
cii'Doficion. 
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accommodations  could  pofiibly  be  provided  for  them. 
They  were  ufually  conveyed  in  Bilanders^  along  the 
Rhine,  from  Arnheim,  without  even  a  fufficient  fupply 
of  provifions ;  and  it  is  a  notorious  fa8:,  that,  at  one  time, 
above  ^oo  miferable  objefts  were  embarked  with  only  a 
iingle  hofpital  mate  to  attend  them,  with  fcarcely  any 
covering,  and  with  a  very  fcanty  allowance  of  ftraw. 
They  had  not  one  of  them  been  at  that  time  expe£led,  and 
there  was  conjequently  no  room  for  them  in  the  hofpital. 
A  gentleman,  who  was  daily  an  eye  witnefs  of  thofe 
heart-rending  fcenes  exhibited  at  Rhenen,  previous  to 
the  removal  of  the  fuffering  invalids,  declared  that 
he  himfelf  one  morning  counted  two  and  forty  dead 
bodies  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  of  men  who  had 
periflied  on  board  the  Bilanders,  where  they  had  been 
left  bccaufe,  as  he  was  told  repeatedly,  there  were  then 
no  quarters  to  be  met  with  for  them  in  the  Town. 
Abufes  unheard  of  in  any  former  war  exifted  in  almoft 
every  department;  and  our  helplefs  countrymen  were 
given  up  to  the  mercy  of  furgeons'  mates,  furniflied  by  a 
cheap  contrail,  and  Deputy  CommiffarieSy  whofe  interefl 
it  appeared  to  deprive  them  of  ewevyjhadow  of  enjoyment. 
The  enormous  fum  of  forty  thoufand  poundst  fterling 
had  been  drawn  for,  to  fupply  the  fick  with  wine ;  and 
fuch  was  the  infamous  behaviour  of  the  Medical  Staff, 
that  the  furgeons  and  mates  are  very  much  belied  indeed, 
if  they  were  not  many  of  them,  in  the  conftant  habits  of  roh^ 
bing  the  Sick,  and  of  applying  that  neceflary  article  to  their 
own  ufe,  preferring  the  pleafure  of  caroufmg  over  flag- 
gons  of  heady  Port,   to  the  drudgery  of  alleviating  the 

*  Small  veffels  with  two  mafts,  ufually  employed  upon  the  Rhlne^  to 
convey  forage,  baggage,  &c. 

f  During  the  Campaign  ofi']^^. 
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pangs  of  the  mlferable  and  afflifled  patients,  whofe  hard 
fate  placed  them  under  the  hands  of  fuch  ignorant  and 
inhuman  butchers*.  When  we  confider  how  many  brave 
men  were  thus  facrificed,  and  that  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
guineas  bounty  money  was  at  that  time  publicly  offered 
for  recruits,  would  it  not  have  been  more  economical  in 
Government,  to  have  employed  Rujh,  Lind,  and  other  re- 
fpeftable  men,  who  offered  their  fervices  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  but  whofe  demands  were  deemed 
exorbitant,  than  to  have  imported,  at  fo  much  per  head, 
fuch  numbers  of  inexperienced  pretenders  to  a  fcience 
above  their  comprehenfion,  who  fcarcely  knew  in  which 
hand  to  hold  a  lancet,  or  in  what  manner  to  fix  a  Tour- 
nequet  ? 

On  the  7th  of  December,  the  French  made  their  firft 
vmfuccefsful  effort  to  pafs  the  Waal  on  four  rafts,  two  of 
which  were  funk,  the  third  floated  to  the  fide  occupied 
by  the  Dutch,  and  only  one  regained  that  in  pofTeffion 
of  the  Republicans.  On  the  11th,  they  renewed  their 
attempts  in  greater  force,  croffing  in  boats,  and  on  rafts, 
in  different  dire6lions,  to  the  number  of  5000  men.  A 
Detachment,  confifting  of  about  200,  at  day-break,  fa- 
voured by  a  thick  fog,  fucceeded  in  furprizing  an  Hano- 
verian Picquet,  flationed  at  Panneren :  poffelTmg  them- 
felves  of  a  battery,  they  fpiked  the  gunst,  and  immediately 
retired  with  only  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  man.  Gen.  Van 
BusCHE  immediately  coUefted  four  of  his  battalions  with 

*  When  a  foldier  fell  Tick,  and  was  ordered  to  the  hofpital,  his  com- 
rade would  exclaim,  "  Ah,  poor  fellow,  we  fhall  fee  thee  no  more,  for 
thou  art  under  orders  for  the  Shambles.^* 

+  Spiked  three  guns,  and  threw  the  fourth  into  the  water.  Major 
Bachmeister,  of  the  Regiment  of  Saxe  Gotha,  and  about  14  Hano- 
verians, were  killed,  in  their  endeavour  to  repulfe  the  enemy. 
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the  greateft  difpatch,  and  advanced  upon  the  poft,but  found 
that  they  had  then  recroffed  the  river;  that  brave  and 
experienced  Veteran  unfortunately  loft  his  life,  by  a  chance 
fhot  from  one  of  the  redoubts  on  the  oppofite  fliore.  The 
Republicans  at  the  fame  time  attempted  to  crofs  over  be- 
tween Nimeguen  and  Emmerick,  where  the  Auftrians  were 
pofted,  who  perceiving  their  intention,  permitted  them  to 
reach  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  then  fuddenly  opening 
all  their  batteries,  funk  the  greater  part  of  their  boats ; 
and  numbers  of  thofe  men  who  efcaped  from  the  tremen- 
dous fire  thus  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  were  drowned 
in  their  endeavours  to  regain  the  fliore.  They  were  re- 
pulfed  alfo  at  Fort  St.  Andre,  by  the  loyal  Emigrants, 
nor  did  they  fucceed  in  forcing  any  one  of  the  points 
againft  which  their  attacks  had  been  direfted. 

On  the  15th  of  December,  the  hard  froft*  fet  in,  and 
on  the  2  2d  was  fo  uncommonly  intenfe,  that  the  Maes  and 
Waal  were  nearly  frozen  over.  This  circumftance,  fo 
favourable  to  the  French,  befieging  a  country,  relying 
chiefly  upon  its  inundations  for  its  fecurity,  would  not, 
it  was  evident,  be  neglefted  for  a  moment  by  a  General, 
fo  thoroughly  enterprizing  as  their  Commander  in  Chief; 
and  accordingly,  on  the  27th  of  December  at  half  paft 
five  in  the  morning,  a  ftrong  column  paffed  the  Maes, 
near  the  village  of  Driel,  thereby  making  themfelves 
mafters  of  the  Bommel  Waert.     Conceiving  it  imprac- 


*  One  of  the  bridges  over  the  Rhine  at  Arnhelm  was  carried  away  by 
the  weight  of  ice  floating  down  that  river  with  the  ftream,  before  the 
congelation  was  complete.  Since  the  year  I759,  fo  rigorous  a  feafon 
had  not  been  experienced  ;  then  the  Waal  and  Rhine  were  frozen  nearly 
about  the  fame  time,  and  heavy  cannon  tranfported  on  the  ice,  over  va- 
rious branches  of  each  river. 
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ticable  to  defend  BommeJ,  the  Dutch  in  Garrifon, 
attempted  to  crofs  the  JVaal,  but  could  not  fuHy  fuc- 
ceed,  and  parts  of  the  Reghnents  of  Orange,  Fries- 
land,  HoHENLOHE,  and  a  Svvifs  Corps,  polled  near 
St.  Andre  and  Rofcum,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Repub- 
licans, as  well  as  fix  gun-boats,  and  two  hofpital-fhips, 
that  were  frozen  up.  As  the  ice  was  flrong  enough  for 
their  troops  with  artillery  to  pafs  over  in  every  direftion, 
they  then  eftabliflied  themfelves  betw^een  the  Waal  and 
Leek,  in  the  Tlekr  Waert'^,  and  the  greateft  apprehen- 
fions  were  entertained  for  the  fafety  of  Gorcum  and  Cu- 
lenberg;  a  ferious  attack  was  therefore  determined  upon, 
to  force  them  to  recrofs  the  Waal.  For  that  pur- 
pofc,  ten  battalions  of  Britifli  Infantry  were  divided  into 
Brigades,  under  Major  Gen.  Lord  Cathcart,  Major 
Gen.  Gordon,  and  Col.  M'Kensie,  with  Six  Squadrons 
of  Light  Cavalry,  and  One  hundred  and  fifty  HufTars  of 
Rohan.  The  whole  commanded  by  Major  Gen.  David 
DuNDASS,  co-operating  with  Four  Squadrons,  and  as 
many  Battalions  of  Heflians.  This  force,  amounting  to 
about  6,500  Infantry,  and  1,000  horfe,  advanced  in  three 
columns.  The  right  was  ordered  to  keep  its  left  wing 
apui'd  to  the  river  Viet,  to  turn  Thuyl,  and  attacking  the 
rear  of  that  village,  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat,  while  the 
centre  and  left  were  to  attack  by  the  Dyke,  keeping  the 
Church  of  Wardenberg  on  the  left  wing.  Accordingly, 
at  Geldermalfen,  Lord  Cathcart's  column  (the  right) 
ftruck  off  from  the  remainder  of  the  Britilh  troops,    and 

*  At  the  fame  time  the  polls  between  Bois  le  Due  and  Gertruyden- 
berg  were  forced,  and  the  Dutch  troops  in  that  quarter  driven  under 
cover  of  the  ramparts  of  the  latter  town,  while  thofe  from  the  lines  of 
Hout  fell  back  unon  Breda- 


(    94    ) 

Gen.  DuNDASS  fell  in,  at  day-break  on  the  30th,  with 
the  Heflians,  near  Wardenburg,  and  finding  the  French 
had  precipitately  abandoned  that  village  during  the  night, 
immediately  pufhed  on  to  Thuyl,  attacking  that  poll  with 
fuch  impetuofity,  that  notwithftanding  its  natural  llrength, 
the  Abbatis  by  which  it  was  protefted,  the  batteries  of  the 
town  of  Bommel,  which  flanked  the  approach,  and  the 
confiderable  number  of  men  defending  it,  it  was  car- 
ried* at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  the  Republicans 
driven  acrofs  the  river,  with  the  lofs  of  a  confiderable 
number  of  their  men,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery. 

On  the  I  ft  of  January,  the  army  took  up  different  po- 
fitions  between  the  Waal  and  the  Leek,  protefting  Tiel, 
Buren,  and  Culenberg,  the  Hanoverians  occupying  the 
cantonments  oppofitetoNimeguen,  and  the  Auftrians  bear- 
ing down  towards  Emmerick ;  when,  on  the  3d,  head-quar- 


*  On  the  30th,  Major  Murray,  of  the  Seventy-eighth,  was  unfor- 
tunately killed,  and  5  rank  and  file.  Lieut.  Lindsay,  i  drummer^and 
18  rank  and  file  were  wounded.  The  Heflians  loft  x  Captain,  and  25 
men  wounded,  and  1  Lieutenant  miffing ;  they  advanced  upon  the  po- 
fition  between  Waerdenberg  and  Thuyl,  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  plant- 
ed four  guns  upon  the  Dyke,  to  keep  the  French,  drawn  up  on  the  op- 
pofite  (hore,  in  check,  and  to  annoy  their  adverfaries  in  their  retreat. 
The  Britifli  cavalry  at  the  fame  moment  charged  the  Huflars  Rouge,  (de 
la  Liberie)  and  difperfing  them  on  the  firft  onfet,  made  feveral  prifon- 
ers.  Lord  Cathcart's  column,  owing  to  the  extreme  intricacy  of 
the  road  by  which  it  was  ordered  to  advance,  could  not  poffibly  be 
brought  up  to  the  point  of  attack  in  time. 

Grave  furrendered  between  the  1  ft  and  4th  of  January.  Gen.  Bons 
defended  the  fortiefs  as  he  had  promifed,  till  his  laft  fhot  was  expend- 
ed. During  the  fiege  it  was  faid  that  3,070  fhells  were  thrown  into  the 
place,  rendering  it  nearly  a  heap  of  alhes.  The  fortifications  were  not 
however  much  damaged,  but  the  troops  in  garrifon  were  conftrained  to 
capitulate,  from  a  total  want  of  provifions,  as  well  as  ammunition. 
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ters  were  moved  from  Arnheim  to  Ameringen ;  The 
encreafmg  feverity  of  the  weather,  however,  induced  the 
French,  on  the  4th,  to  repafs  the  Waal  near  Bommel, 
when  they  again  took  pofTelTion  of  Thuyl ;  and  the  Britifh 
troops  in  that  direftion,  under  Major  Gen.  Dundass, 
fell  back  upon  Meteren.  Orders  were  immediately  given 
for  them  to  join  the  Heflians,  and  to  ufe  every  poffible 
effort  to  force  the  enemy  to  re-crofs  the  Waal.  A  gene- 
ral attack  was  accordingly  intended  to  have  taken  place  at 
day-break  on  the  5th ;  but  the  French  were  found  to  be 
in  too  great  force  to  rifque  it,  and  indeed  acquainted  at 
all  times  with  every  plan  meditated  by  the  Allies,  by 
ten  o'clock,  they  were  feen  advancing  in  fuch  force,  that 
they  inftantly  carried  the  poft  of  Geldermalfen,  where 
they  gained  two  pieces  of  cannon ;  but  upon  the  Britifh 
referve,  coming  up,  the  guns  were  retaken*,  and  the 
poft  preferved ;  the  troops  however  fell  back  during  the 
night  upon  Buren. 

It  was  now  determined  by  a  council  of  war,  to  aban- 
don the  pofition  on  the  Waal  entirely,  accordingly  feve- 
ral  heavy  guns  having  been  fpiked,  and  great  quantities 


*  The  Republicans,  on  the  5th  of  January,  were  driven  under  cover  of 
the  ramparts  of  Bommel;  Major  Gen.  Sir  P.obert  Lawrie  was  (lightly 
wounded  by  a  French  Huffar,  who  darted  from  the  ranks,  and  aimed  a 
Coup  de  Sabre  at  his  head.  At  the  fame  moment  an  officer  and  a  tew 
drunken  men  in  a  fit  of  enthufiafm,  brandifhing  their  fwords,  dalhcd  in- 
to the  midft  of  the  Britifh  troops,  and  till  the  momentary  valour  kin- 
dled in  their  hearts  by  Liberie  and  Bon  Genei'e  evaporated,  they  would 
moft  probably  with  equal  intrepidity  have  affaulted  the  whole  of  WAi- 
moden's  army.  Captains  Elliott  of  the  Thirty-third,  Duncan 
MuxRO  of  the  Seventy-eighth,  and  I.ieut.  Colin  La  MoTTEof  the  For- 
ty-fecond,  were  wounded — 3  privates  were  killed,  and  1  horfe— 1  fer- 
ieant,  6  rank  and  Hie,  and  9  liorfes,  milling. 
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of  ammunition  deftroyed  on  the  4tli,  the  troops  on  the  6th, 
fell  back  upon  the  Leek,  part  of  the  army  crofling  that 
Rhine  at  Rhenen ;  a  fudden  thaw  unexpeftedly  affording 
fome  profpe6l  of  preferving  the  pofts  on  the  Waal,  or- 
ders were  immediately  ifTued  to  the  troops  who  had  not 
pafTed  the  rivers,  to  remain  in  their  cantonments,  and  for 
the  others  to  countermarch,  Lieut.  Gen.  Abercrombie's, 
and  Major  Gen.  Hammerstien's  Corps,  with  fome  Au- 
ftrian  Battalions,  were  to  have  puflied  forwards  towards 
Bommel  on  the  7th,  and,  to  co-operate  with  them,  Gen. 
DuNDASS  was  direfted  to  occupy  Buren  and  the  Heights 
near  it,  early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th.  The  Fourteenth 
andTwenty-feventh  Regiments  were  immediately  detached 
from  Culenberg,  to  retake  Tie) ;  but  on  their  arrival  near 
Buren,  they  found  the  enemy  advancing  upon  them  in 
force ^  and  Lieut.  Col.  Bu  ller  immediately  took  pofleflion 
of  the  town,  waiting  till  the  arrival  of  the  head  of  Gen. 
DuNDASs's  column,  when  Lord  Cathcart,  having  pre- 
vioufly  reconnoitered,  found  the  detachment  of  the  enemy 
at  Geldermalfen  did  not  exceed  800  men,  with  fome 
HufTars,  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  and  he  confequently 
immediately  determined  to  diflodge  them.  This  was  ef- 
fefted  in  a  very  fpirited  manner,  by  the  Fourteenth  and 
Twenty-feventh  Regiments;  driving  in  the  advanced 
pofts  at  BuremulfeHy  they  purfued  to  Geldermalfen*,  and 

■*  A  fmall  detachment  of  theBritini  Hulans  were  the  only  cavalry- 
engaged  on  the  8th;  they  purfued  the  French  to  Buremalfen,  charged 
acrofs  the  Linger,  on  the  ice,  with  the  moft  daring  intrepidity,  and 
brought  off  feveral  prifoners.  The  Britifh  and  French  at  Geldermalfen  re- 
pulfcd  each  cAherfour  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  and  the  gun  that  was 
taken  by  the  Twenty-feventh,  was  funk,  in  the  river,  the  ice  breaking 
under  it.  Lieut.  Col.  Buller  of  the  Twenty-feventh,  was  mortally 
wounded.     Lients.  Conner,  Norbury,  and  Enfjgn  Kelley,  of  the 
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carried  that  village  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  feizing; 
upon  the  French  gun ;  a  long  eight  pounder.  It  was 
however  abfolutely  neceflary  for  them  to  make  as  ex- 
peditious a  retreat  as  pofTible,  which  was  accomplifhed 
in  a  fteady  and  foldier-like  manner,  covered  by  the  Twen- 
ty-eighth Regiment. 

Afterthis  fkirmifh,  which  though  unfuccefsful,  refle6led 
the  higheft  honour  upon  the  troops  engaged  in  it,  the  whole 
army  was  ordered  to  pafs  the  Rhine  and  Leek,  (different 
names  given  to  the  fame  river,  fpringing  from  one  fource, 
and  running  in  the  fame  bed  ;)  and  to  take  up  a  pofition, 
extending  from  Culenberg  to  Wageningen,previoufly  oc- 
cupied by  the  Auftrians,  who  were  now  advancing  to 
form  a  line  in  front  of,  and  parallel  to  the  Britifti,  Hano- 
verians, andHeflians;  between  the  Waal  and  Rhine.  The 
picquets  however  not  having  been  called  in  on  the  loth, 
the  French  advanced  in  great  force,  and  a  general  attack 
was  then  made  upon  Walmoden's  pofition,  between 
Nimeguen  and  Arnheim.  Heufden,  a  village  clofe  to  the 
Southern  Banks  of  the  Rhine,  occupied  by  the  Fortieth, 
Fifty-ninth,  and  Seventy-ninth  Britifh  Regiments,  briga- 
ded under  Major  Gen.  Coats,  was  carried  after  an  aftion 
which  lafted  four  hours ;  the  Fifty-ninth  Regiment  was  fa 
fituated  as  to  be  entirely  expofed  to  the  enemy's  fire,  and 
confequently  fufFered  moft  feverely*. 

fame  regiment,  were  killed  upon  the  fpot.  Lieut.  Cols.  Oilman  of 
the  Twenty-feventh,  and  Hope  of  the  Fourteenth,  were  wounded,  the 
latter  very  feverely,  (but  he  has  fince  recovered  ;)  alfo  Brigade  Major 
Wilson  of  the  Twenty-feventh,  Capt.  Perry  of  the  Fourteenth,  and 
Lieut.  Raitt  of  the  Forty-fecond,  II  rank  and  file,  and  3  horfes  were 
killed,  3  ferjeants;  and  1 1 1  rank  and  file  wounded,  and  7  miffing.  Capt. 
Perry's  wound  proved  mortal. 

*  Capt.  Vauchan,  Lieut.  Watts,  and  Enfign  Jones  of  the  Fifty- 
ninth  were  wounded  on  the  lOth,  and  Lieuts.WAi.KER  and  Lsccpf 
VOL.  II.  H 
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From  that  moment  Holland  was  abandoned  to  its  fate,  as  it 
was  determined  that  the  Britifli  troops  and  their  auxilliaries, 
fhould  not  rifque  any  further  engagements,  unlefs  they  were 
molefted  during  their  retreat;  the  fituation  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  at  Gorcum,  became  therefore  extremely  critical, 
as  the  French  were  in  poffeflion  of  the  whole  of  the  Tielkr 
Waert,  The  Stadtholder  had  in  vain  endeavoured,  by  offer- 
ing them  immenfe  rewards,  to  induce  the  inhabitants*  of 
the  United  Provinces,  to  rife  in  mafs,  and  vigoroufly  to 
defend  the  lines  of  Greb,  as  the  only  remaining  chance 
of  preventing  the  French  from  entirely  over-running  their 
country.  Preparations  were  then  made  for  the  troops  to 
pafs  the  river  YJfeU  but  before  any  movement  could  poflibly 
t^ke  place,  the  French  following  up  their  blows,  on  the 
14th,  made  a  general  attack  upon  the  pofts  ftill  re- 
tained between  the  Waal  and  Rhine,  extending  from 
Arnheim  to  Ameringen.     They  failed  in  their  attempts 


the  Royal  Artillery.  The  Fortieth  Regiment  had  only  2  rank  and  file 
wounded,  and  1  miffing — Fifty-ninth,  3  killed,  3  ferjeants,  1  drummers 
and  ay  men  wounded,  2  miffing — Seventy -ninth,  1  ferjeant  wounded,  8 
rank  and  file  miffing.  An  attack  was  intended  to  have  been  made  upon 
she  Republicans  on  the  10th,  but,  upon  their  advancing  againft  Heufdenj 
the  idea  was  abandoned,  and  the  greater  part  of  Wal  mob  en's  army  or- 
dered to  pafs  the  Rhine.  Moft  of  the  troops  were  unable  to  procure 
cantonments,  and  paffed  the  night  under  the  open  tobacco  Iheds.  The 
Hanoverians  fufFered  very  feverely,  in  a  ferious  affault  made  thi  Jams 
day,  upon  their  pofition,  oppofite  to  Nimeguen. 

*  How  could  it  poffibly  be  expefted  that  they  would  ralfy  and  rife  en 
majpf  when  two  thirds  were  avowedly  difaffefted?  At  this  period  every  in- 
dividual in  Holland  poffeffed  of  property  to  the  leaft  amount,  anxious  to 
preferve  it,  from  the  approaching  gripe  of  the  infatiable  Republicans, 
efcaped  either  to  Great  Britain  or  to  Germany,  and  the  enormous  fuma 
invefted  in  the  Englifh  funds  by  the  Dutch  Fugitives,  plainly  fhewed  that 
the  Bank  of  Amfterdam  would  not  yield  that  rich  booty,  the  Conven- 
tionalifts  expefted.  It  was  indeed  generally  fuppofed,  that  not  more 
than  ^400,000  fterling  remained  there  Injfeiis. 
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in  every  dire6lion,  and  were  repulfed  by  the  advanced 
picquets  of  the  Guards,  oppofite  to  Rhenen^^  againft 
which  place  their  chief  eflPorts  were  direfted.  The  be- 
haviour of  the  Britifh  troops  has  at  all  times  been  noble, 
and  was  on  this  occafion  peculiarly  fpirited,  as  was  alfo 
that  of  the  Emigrant  Regiment,  of  Salm  Infanterie,  en- 
gaged with  them.  The  picquets  were  expeditioufly 
drawn  in  after  this  affair,  and  the  army  began  its  retreat 
from  the  heights  of  Rhenen,  at  midnightf. 

The  general  orders  iffued  at  this  time  for  the  removal  of 
the  fick ;  proved  a  death  warrant  to  numberlefs  helplefs  and 
miferableij:  objefts.  A  defcription  circumftantialiy  detailed 
of  their  poignant  fufferings,  during  the  retreat  to  Deven- 
ter,  would  form  a  Tale,  "  whofe  lighted  word  would 
harrow  up  the  foul,"  and  make  the  blood  run  cold  with 
horror.  Conftantly  removed  in  open  waggons,  expofed 
to  the  intenfe  feverity  of  the  weather,  to  drifting  fnow, 
and  heavy  falls  of  fleet  and  rain ;  frequently  without  any 
viftuals,  till  the  armv  halted,  and  then  but  fcantily  pro- 
vided; littered  down  in  cold  churches,  upon  a  fliort  al- 
lowance of  dirty  Jir aw,  and  few  of  them  enjoying  the 
comforts  of  even  a  fmgle  blanket,  to  repel  the  rigorous 
attacks  of  the  night  air ;  it  is  no  wonder  they  expired,  by 
hundreds.  Martyrs  to  the  moft  infamous  and  unpardon- 

*  Upon  this  occafion,  Lieut.  Col.  Leslie,  andCapt.  Wheat  ley,  of 
the  Firft  Regiment  of  Guards,  were  (lightly  wounded,  and  about  20  rank 
and  file. 

■f  The  Schuyts  and  Bilanders  along  the  whole  courfc  of  the  Rhine, 
having  been  previoufly  fet  on  fire,  on  the  nth. 

X  About  300  fick  men,  totally  incapable  of  moving,  were  left  behind 
the  army  in  the  general  hofpital,  at  Rhenen,  and  by  every  account,  cer- 
tainly received  very  humane  treatment  at  the  hands  of  their  enemies, 
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able  negleft.  Doubtlefs  there  were  even  at  this  period, 
worthy  and  refpeftable  men  in  the  medical  department, 
whofe  conduft  formed  a  ftriking  contrail  to  that  of 
thofe  greedy  wretchesj  infefting  in  fuch  fwarms,  the  ge- 
neral hofpitals  of  the  Britifli  army.  Some,  and  but  that 
it  is  pofitively  forbidden,  (for  merit  is  as  eafily  difcerned 
by  the  modefty  that  accompanies  it,  as  ignorance  is 
known  by  its  conftant  attendants,  vanity,  and  impudence,) 
feveral  could  be  named,  whofe  daily  employment  con- 
filled  as  far  as  they  were  able,  in  inflilling  oil  and  wine 
into  the  wounds  of  thofe  afflifted  invalids,  fortunate 
enough  to  fall  under  their  immediate  care.  The  feeble 
voice  from  feverifh  lungs,  has  in  its  lateft  moments  been 
employed  to  call  down  bleflings  on  their  heads,  and  what 
reward,  could  have  been  half  fo  grateful  ?  It  appears 
fcarcely  neceflary  to  remark,  that  thofe  men  were  never 
known  to  join  the  noify  throng  affembled  in  the  inner 
room,  where  Bacchus,  Jolly  God !  flulhed  every  cheek, 
and  Laughter  holding  both  his  fides,  Hood  centry  at  the 
door. 

The  army  on  the  15th  of  January,  paffed  the  formi- 
dable lines  of  Greb,  conftrufled  in  the  years  1745,  and 
1746,  for  the  prote6lion  of  the  United  Provinces  of  Hol- 
land, and  of  Utrecht*.  The  16th,  was  a  day  more  pecu- 
liarly marked  by  diftrefTing  fcenes,  than  any  other  during 
the  retreat.  The  troops  were  on  that  morning  put  in 
motion  at  day-break,  with  a  view  of  reaching  Loonen,  a 
village  diftant  about  23  miles  from  their  pofition,  near 
ScavpMHzael:  owing  to   the  uncommon   feverity  of  the 

*  Extending  along  the  Eaftcrn  Frontier  of  the  Province  of  Utrecht. 
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weather,  and  the  fnow,  which  laying  deep  upon  the 
ground,  was  drifted  in  the  faces  of  the  men,  by  a  flrong 
cafterly  wind,  they  were  fo  worn  down  by  fatigue,  that 
it  was  thought  advifeable  and  neceflary,  to  halt  fome  of 
the  regiments  at  two  neighbouring  villages,  about  nine 
miles  fhort  of  their  place  of  deftination.  The  whole  of 
the  Britifh  could  not  however  be  poffibly  accommo- 
dated, and  it  was  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  command- 
ing officers  of  corps,  to  continue  their  march  to  Loonen, 
or  to  take  up  fuch  fituations  as  they  could  meet  with  in 
the  hamlets  on  the  road.  Some  of  the  regiments  pro- 
ceeded, even  after  fun  fet^  with  their  baggage  and  field 
pieces,  and  confequently  were  entirely  difperfed,  as  it  was 
then  impoffible  to  trace  out  any  path-way  over  the  dreary 
common.  Great  numbers  of  men  unable  to  bear  up 
againft  the  fatigue  they  had  undergone,  and  feveral  wo- 
men and  children,  were  frozen  to  death,  in  their  attempts 
to  difcover  the  road  their  battalions  had  purfued.  The 
whole  of  the  Eighty-eighth  Regiment  was  fo  fcattered, 
that  no  return  whatever  could  be  given  in  of  its  llrength 
the  next  morning,  and  the  few  flraggling  parties  that 
joined,  gave  a  very  melancholy  account  of  the  main  body. 

An  Officer  of  the  Guards,  who  was  ordered  to  recou" 
noitre  the  next  morning,  had  more  opportunities  than  any 
other  perfon,  of  witneffing  the  dreadful  confequences  of 
the  preceding  night's  march  :  The  diftreffing  account  is 
therefore  given,  in  his  own  words, 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  I  was  fent  upon  a  par- 
'*  ticular  duty,  to  trace  out  a  road  over  the  common,  by 


t      i02      ) 

**  which  the  army  and  artillery  might  fafely  proceed  to 
**  Loonen,  When  the  party  marched  it  was  fcarcely  light, 
•*  and  as  day  broke  in  upon  us,  the  horrible  fcenes  that  it  re- 
"  vealed,  afforded  a  fhocking  proof  of  the  miferies  of  a 
**  Winter's  Campaign.     On  the  common,  about  half  a 
**  mile  off  the  high  road,  we  difcovered  a  baggage-cart, 
*'  with  a  team  oifive  horfes^  apparently  in  diftrefs ;  I  gal- 
**  loped  towards  the   fpot,   and  found  the  poor  animals 
"  were  ftiff,  but  not  dead  ;  the  hoar  froft  on  their  manes, 
"  plainly  ftiewing  they  had  been  there  the  whole  night. 
•*  Not  perceiving  any  driver  with  them,  I  ftruck  my 
*'  fword  repeatedly  upon  the  canvafs  tilt,  enquiring  at  the 
^*  fame  time  if  there  was  any  perfon  in  the  cart.     At 
"  length,  a  very  feeble  voice,  anfwered  me,  and  fome  one 
**  underneath  the  canvafs  appeared  to  be  making  an  effort 
*'  to  arife.    A  pair  of  ndk^A  froji-nipt  legs  were  then  ad- 
*'  vanced,  and  the  moft  miferable  objeft  I  ever  beheld, 
••  funk  heavily  upon  the  ground;  the  whole  of  his  cloath- 
**  ing  fo  ragged  and  worn,   that  I  can  fcarcely  fay  that 
"   he  was  covered.     So  ftiff  and  frozen  was  this  mife- 
•*  rable   wretch,   that  he  was  by  no  means  capable  of 
**  moving;  he  informed  me  that  his  regiment,  the  Fifty- 
**  fourth,  which  he  was  following  the  preceding  night, 
"  had  loft  its  road,  and  in  turning  into  another,  he  found 
**  his  horfes  incapable  of  clearing  the  cart  from  the  ruts, 
**  and  that  himfelf  and  his  two  comrades  were  left  behind 
**  to  proceed  in  the  beft  manner  they  could:  the  two 
**  men  he  fpoke  of  were  then  lying  dead  in  the  cart,  hav- 
•'  ingall  three  endeavoured  to  communicate  to  one  another, 
"  a  degree  pf  warmth,  by  creeping  clofe  together.     We 
**  placed  the  miferable  furvivor  upon  one  of  the  horfes  pf 
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"  his  team,  and  led  him  forwards  till  joined  by  the  batta- 
**  lion;  by  that  means  his  life  was  prolonged,  yet,  I  lear, 
"  but  for  a  feafon ;  for  when  placed  in  the  hofpital,  his  toes 
**  dropped  off,  froft  bitten,  and  his  mafs  of  blood  ap- 
"  peared  in  a  corrupted  ftate.  The  whole  of  this  day's 
**  march  was  marked  by  fcenes  of  the  moft  calamitous 
*'  nature,  fimilar  to  the  one  that  I  have  juft  recited.  We 
*'  could  not  proceed  a  hundred  yards  without  perceiving 
*'  the  dead  bodies  of  men,  women,  children,  and  horfes^  in 
*'  every  dire£lion.  One  fcene  made  an  impreflion  upon 
"  my  memory,  which  time  will  never  be  able  to  efface. 
*'  Near  another  cart,  a  little  further  on  the  common,  we 
"  perceived  a  flout  looking  man,  and  a  beautiful  young 
"  woman  with  an  infant,  about  feven  months  old,  at  the 
"  breafl;  all  three,  frozen,  and  dead.  The  mother  had 
**  mofl  certainly  expired  in  the  a6l  of  fuckHng  her  child, 
"  as  with  one  breafl  expofed,  fhe  lay  upon  the  drifted 
'*  fnow,  the  milk,  to  all  appearance  in  a  flream,  drawn 
*•  from  the  nipple  by  the  babe,  and  inflantly  congealed. 
*'  The  infant  feemed  as  if  its  lips  had  but  jufl  then  been 
"  difengaged,  and  it  repofed  its  little  head  upon  the 
*'  mother's  bofora,  with  an  overflow  of  milk^  frozen  as  it 
"  trickled  from  the  mouth;  their  countenances  were  per- 
*'  feftly  compofed  and  frefh,  refembling  thofe  of  perfons 
"  in  a  found  and  tranquil  flumber.  About  fifty  yards 
*'  advanced,  was  another  dead  man,  with  a  bundle  of 
*'  linen  cloths  and  a  few  bifcuits,  evidently  belonging  to 
"  the  poor  woman  and  child,  and  a  little  further,  was  a 
*'  horfe  lying  down  but  not  quite  dead,  with  a  couple  of 
**  panniei's  on  his  back,  one  of  which  contained  as  we 
"  difcovered  the  body  of  another  child,  about  two  years  of 
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*'  age,  wrapped  up  in  flannel  and  ftraw.  This,  asweafter- 
**  wards  heard,  was  the  whole  of  one  family;  a  ferjeant's 
**  wife  of  the  Fifty-fifth,  her  brother  and  children ;  the 
"  man  found  with  the  horfe  and  bundle,  had  re- 
**  mained  behind  his  regiment  to  alTift  them,  during  a 
"  march,  thus  memorable  for  its  miferies.  He  had  juft 
*'  gained  fight  of  a  diftant  hamlet,  where  they  might  have 
*'  obtained  a  fhelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
*'  when  his  flrength  failed  him.  The  Commanding 
"  Officer  of  the  Fifty-fifth,  rode  by  at  that  critical 
"  moment,  but  too  late  to  render  them  any  fervice, 
*'  and  as  the  battalions  pafTed  the  fpot,  the  troops  were 
**  witnefTes  in  their  turns  of  this  melancholy  fcene.'* 

The  retreat  was  continued*  through  Loonen,  Appel- 
dorn,  and  Vaeffen,   to  Deventer,  and  part  of  the  army 

*  The  Princefs  of  Orange,  with  her  daughter-in-law,  the  Hereditary 
Prince's  wife,  about  this  period,  were  forced  to  fly  precipitately  from 
the  United  Provinces,  and  arrived  fafely  in  England  on  the  igth  of  Ja- 
nuary, with  the  plate,  jewels,  and  archives  of  the  family  ;  The  Stadt- 
holder  and  his  two  fons  foon  afterwards  followed ;  they  had  a  very  nar. 
row  efcape,  as  fome  French  Huffars  entered  the  Hague  on  one  fide,  while 
the  Princes  fled  through  the  oppofite  gate,  and  the  difaffefted  inhabitants 
were  every  where  colleAing  in  tumultuous  crowds  to  prevent  their  de- 
parting. They  reached  Scheveling,  barely  in  time  to  procure  a  boat, 
as  the  populace  gathered  on  the  fhore  to  oppofe  their  embarkation,  and 
their  efcort,  the  Stadtholder's  Guards  de  Corps,were  obliged  to  fire  upon 
the  gathering  mob  ;  a  ferious  conflift  confequently  enfued,  in  which  fe- 
veral  lives  were  loft. 

Utrecht  furrendered  the  1 6th  of  January;  Rotterdam  was  taken  pof- 
feflion  of  the  i8th  ;  Dort  the  19th  ;  and  on  the  20th,  in  the  evening, 
PiCHECKU  niade  his  triumphal  entry,  at  the  head  ofthe  vanpf  the  French 
army  of  the  North,  into  the  city  of  Amfterdam.  Feaftings  and  rejoicings 
preceded  the  fatal  demands  of  heavy  contributions,  made  fo  repeatedly 
upon  the  fhallow-mindcd  inhabitants  of  Holland—They  were  preflingly 
invitedhy  the  French  Commiflloners  at  the  Hague  on  the  ayth,  to  fupply 
their  Conquerors  with  the  oeceffary  articles  of  fVkeatf  Hay^  Ccrn,  StraWf 
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paffed  by  a  very  elegant  chateau  at  KoningJJoo,  belonging  td 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  memorable  for  having  been  a 
very  favourite  hunting  feat  of  King  William's.  The  27th 
of  January  was  marked  by  a  decided  thaw,  but  on  the  29th, 
the  froft  again  fet  in  as  violently  as  before,  when  the  army 
proceeded  towards  Weflphalia,  arriving,  after  pafling 
through  the  intermediate  villages  in  different  detach- 
ments, at  Delden  on  the  river  Regge,  On  the  31ft,  they 
were  halted  and  cantoned  at  Oldenzael,  and  along  the 
Dutch  Frontier.  The  troops  were  on  the  5th  of  Febru- 
ary, again  put  in  motion,  to  approach  the  Epifcopal  State 
of  Ofnaburg,  head- quarters  having  been  previoufly  efta- 
blifhed  at  Rheine,  and  great  numbers  of  the  fick,  whofe 
cafes  wQuld  not  permit  them  to  undergo  the  pain  of  a  re- 
moval, were  left  behind  at  Deventer,  Zwol,  and  Zutphen, 
when  the  magazines  and  ftores,  which  were  confidered  as 
too  cumberfome  to  be  conveyed  in  the  lines  of  march, 
were  all  deftroycd. 

The  main  body  of  the  army  had  preceded  Gen.  Aber- 
crombie's  Corps,  which,  (the  Brigade  of  Guards  forming 
a  part)  followed  on  the  6th,  from  Otmarfen,  Nienhaus,  and 
other  villages  in  that  direftion,  pafling  by  the  remarkable 
caftle^ofBentheim,  to  Schuttorp,  where  they  were  halted  on 

Cloathmg,andOxen,\.ot\it7!imowntoi£t,\r^,oc^^J}erling.     Such  were  the 
firft  greetings  conveyed  to  them,  under  the  impreflion  of 
Egalite 

MO 

Unite    «3    Indivifibilite 

'•3 

Fratcrnite. 
*  The  caftle  of  Bentheim  ftanding  upon  a  confiderable  eminence,  is 
very  difficult  of  accefs  on  all  fides  ;  it  is  faid  to  have  been  mortgaged  to 
Hanover,  and  will  in  that  cafe  devolve  to  the  Eleaor  on  the  death  of  the 
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the  loth,  owing  to  a  prodigious  flood*,  occafioned  by  a  very 
fudden  thaw.  On  the  1 2th,  however  they  crofTed  the  Ems 
at  Rhine,  and  marching  through  the  villages  of  Bevergen 
Ippenburen,  and  the  State  of  TV^H^«^7^r^,  approached  Ofna- 
burg,  where  the  head-quarters  of  the  army  were  eftablifh- 
ed ;  part  of  the  troops  were  ftationed  in  the  town,  and  the 
remainder  cantonedf  in  the  miferable  Boorfhaps,  or  Ham- 
lets of  the  country,  in  which  were  feen  the  farmer's  whole 
live  Hock  littered  down  with  his  family,  in  one  large  barn. 
Some  few,  more  affluent  than  their  neighbours,  had,  it  is  true, 
a  fmall  partition,  forming  a  kind  of  room,  fcarce  worthy 
of  the  name,  at  one  extremity ;  fuch  inftances  of  luxury, 
however,  occurred  but  feldom  ;  men,  women,  children, 
pigs,  and  poultry,  ufually  wallowed  together  in  filth  and 
mifery.  The  honeft  German  Peafants,  however,  treated 
the  foldiers  with  kindnefs  and  with  hofpitality,   and   the 


prefentpofleffor.  There  were  fcveral  very  antique  field  pieces  mounted 
in  the  ramparts,  and  when  the  army  paffed,  the  Hanoverians  in  garrifon, 
were  very  bufily  employed  in  cutting  frelli  embrafleurs,  and  making 
every  neccflary  preparation  to  defend  it.  It  is  accounted  fufficiently 
formidable  to  delay  theprogrefs  of  an  enemy  for  feveral  days. 

*  The  bridge  over  the  river  Vecht,  at  the  extremity  of  the  town  of 
Scuttorp,  having  been  choaked  up  with  ice,  there  was  not  a  fufficient 
fpace  left  open  for  the  water  to  flow  freely  through  the  arch,  confe- 
quently  the  Chauffee,  and  furrounding  flat  country,  were  completely 
inundated.  The  Flank  Battalion  and  Firft  Regiment  of  Guards  paffed 
through  the  water  almoft  up  to  their  knapfacks,  and  feveral  of  the  met* 
were  nearly  drowned,  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  they  found  of  bear- 
ing up  againft  the  current,  rufhing  violently  over  the  caufeway;  add  io 
this  great  quantities  of  the  loofened  ice  had  funk,  and  adhering  to  the 
bottom  rendered  their  footing  extremely  precarious.  It  became  there- 
fore abfolutely  neceffary  to  break  the  enormous  maffes  of  ice,  and  clear  a 
paffage  for  the  waters  through  the  bridge,  to  render  the  march  of  the 
main  body  with  artillery  and  batt  horfes  prafticable,  in  which  fcrvice 
the  troops  in  Scuttorp  were  bufily  employed  for  two  days. 

f  At  Weft  Cappel,  and  the  neighbouring  villages. 
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contraft  they  experienced  on  crofling  the  Dutch  Frontier^ 
was  therefore  moll  peculiarly  Itriking. 

The  enemy  on  the  24th  of  February,  advanced  upon 
the  pofts  of  Nienhaus,  and  Vehhuys,  occupied  by  the 
Loyal  Emigrants,  and  a  Detachment  of  Rohan  and  Bou- 
illies  Corps ;  forcing  them,  after  an  obftinate  refiftance, 
to  fall  back,  with  a  lofs  of  near  100  men  in  killed  and 
wounded.  Major  Gen.  Abercrombie,  who  commanded 
in  that  vicinity,  (atBentheim,)  had  made  the  proper  difpo- 
fitions  to  re-occupy  the  pofts;  but  on  the  26th,  the  French 
retreated,  dire6ling  their  march  towards  Hardenberg,  reti- 
ring precipitately  from  that  poft  foon  after,  and  at  the 
fame  time  abandoning  their  pofition  in  the  Province  of 
Groningen;  when  their  troops  in  that  direftion  fell  back 
upon  Zwol.  The  different  battalions  following  each 
other,  purfued  the  fame  route,  and  were  again  in  motion 
on  the  4th  of  March,  paffmg  through  Nienkircken,  Ach- 
mer,  Braams,  Quakenbrugge,  &c.  inclining  towards  the 
ftate  of  Diepholt,  and  halting  on  the  7th. 

The  march  of  the  divifion  of  troops,  under  Lord 
Cathcart,  was  attended  with  more  difficulty  than  that 
of  any  other  Detachment,  during  the  retreat  from  the 
Rhine  to  the  Ems.  His  Lordfhip's  Brigade,  confifting 
of  Light  Cavalry,  the  Twenty- feventh,  Twenty-eighth, 
Eightieth,  and  Eighty-fourth  Regiments  of  Infantry,  de- 
fcribed  a  circuitous  detour  through  Weft  Friefland, 
along  the  confines  of  the  Province  of  Groningen ;  en- 
tirely wide  of  the  main  body  of  the  Britifh  army,  and 
fkirted  by  the  Zuider  Zee:  proceeding  upwards  of   170 
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miles  through  that  dreary  country,  with  a  view  of  afcer- 
taining  whether  the  minds  of  its  inhabitants  were  tainted 
with  the  prevaiUng  difafFeftion  to  the  Orange  family. 
Upon  their  arrival  within  about  two  leagues  of  Gronin- 
gen>  they  received  deputies  from  that  city,  offering  to 
open  the  gates,  but  requefting  that  the  troops  might  not 
enter,  as  there  were  then  two  parties  in  the  town.  The 
rear  of  his  Lordfliip's  Corps  was  continually  harrafled 
by  advanced  parties  of  the  enemy's;  but  the  greater  part 
of  the  Detachment  arrived  fafely  on  the  right  banks  of 
the  Ems,  having  croffed  that  river  near  Meppen*,. 

About  this  period,  70,000  Pruffians  were  reported  to 
have  been  on  full  march  for  the  proteftion  of  Weftphalia, 
and  the  van  of  that  army  was  aftually  in  motion,  their 
Sovereign  declaring,  he  would  ftrain  every  nerve  to  rein- 
ftate  the  Orange  Family  in  Holland,  though  at  that  very 
moment  he  was  perfidiouOy  negociating  at  Bafle,  a  fepa- 
rate  treaty  of  peace,  and  had,  contrary  to  every  ftipulation 
with  Great  Britain," truckled  to  the  French  Republic. 

Breda,  Williamftadt,  and  Gertruydenberg,  had  now 
thrown  open  their  gates,  by  an  order  from  the  States' 
General,  and  the  impregnable  fortrefs  of  Bergenopzoom, 
capitulated  alfo  on  the  2d  of  February, where  the  Eighty- 
feventh  Regiment  of  Infantry,  formed  of  about  600  un^ 
difciplined  Hibernian  heroes^  had  been  left  in  garrifon,  and 

*  The  advanced  piquets  of  Lord  Cathcart's  brigade,  at  Burtanger 
5c^fl;?i, -were  driven  in  on  the  27th  of  February,  but  the  French  were 
then  on  their  retreat,  and  fortunately  did  not  purfue  them.  The  Re^ 
publicans  in  every  direftion  during  the  whole  of  this  retrogade  march 
Kept  hanging  upon  the  rear  of  the  troops  covering  the  retreat. 
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confequently  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Republicans,  as 
prifoners  of  war.  The  whole  Dutch  army,  confifting  of 
about  14,000  men,  were  immediately  difbanded  or  incor- 
porated with  the  French  troops,  and  the  moft  exorbitant 
demands*  were  made  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Holland  by 
invitations,  and  where  that  gentle  term  was  not  fufficiently 
perfuafive,  by  requifitions  a  la  Guillotine* 

However  brilliant  and  rapid  the  fuccefles  of  the 
French  at  this  period,  we  find  that  thofe  few  places,  where 
the  garrifons  made  a  proper  and  fteady  refiftance,  held 
out  much  longer  than  could  reafonably  have  been  expe6led» 
from  the  nature  cf  their  works ;  thus,  Sluys,  an  infig- 
nificant  fortrefs,  kept  the  Republicans  at  bay  for  27  days, 
after  the  opening  of  the  trenches.  Grave  32,  and  Rofas 
in  Spain  69.  Their  efforts  to  reduce  Mentz  on  the 
Rhine,  and  Pampeluna  in  Navarre,  completely  failed, 
and  it  is  well  worthy  of  remark,  that  thofe  fortreffes  which 
made  the  leaft  refiftance  were  the  Jlrongeji  ;  for  example 
Le  Quefnoi,  Conde,  and  Valenciennes,  in  French  Flan- 
ders, Fiegura   in   Spain,   and   Bois  le  Duct  in  Holland, 

*  The  town  of  Gorcum  aW,  was  obliged  to  furnifh  the  French  troops 
with  4COolbs,  of  frefti  meat  every  fourth  day. 

f  The  furrender  of  Bois  le  Due  afforded  the  moft  infamous  and  bare- 
faced inftance  of  treachery,  perhaps  ever  known.  That  fortrefs,  one  of 
the  ftrongeft  in  the  United  Provinces,  and  from  its  fituation,  of  the  ut- 
moft  importance  to  the  Stadtholder,  was  provided  with  every  requifite 
to  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  and  had  gun  boats  flationed 
round  it  on  the  inundations.  Allowing  that  the  waters  were  In  fome  de- 
gree drawn  off  when  Crevccceur  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  befiegers,  there 
were  ftill  moft  formidable  works,  which  muft  have  held  them  long  at 
bay.  The  precipitate  flight  of  the  governor,  immediately  after  the  ca- 
pitulation of  the  place,  was  any  other  wanting,  was  certainly  a  fufficient 
proof  of  his  having  b«en  highly  bribed  to  thiow  open  the  gates  upon  the 
firft  fummons. 
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Are  we  not  therefore  juftified  in  fuppofing  that  French 
gold  filenced  the  artillery  on  the  ramparts,  where  French 
valour  might  poflibly  have  failed  ?  It  was  now  deter- 
mined to  withdraw  the  Britilh  Infantry  from  Germany, 
the  certainty  of  his  Pruflian  Majefty's  intention  to  nego- 
ciate  a  feparate  peace,  in  breach  of  every  facred  promife, 
prodigally  made  to  obtain  that  enormous  fubfidy,  out  of 
which  he  had  cajoled  the  Britifh  nation,  leaving  no  rea- 
fonable  hopes  of  reinftating  the  Stadtholder  in  his  former 
fituation,  by  force  of  arms.  Tranfports  were  accordingly 
ordered  to  receive  the  fick,  and  part  of  the  troops  at 
Embden,  while  the  main  body  were  to  embark  in  the 
Wefer  at  Bremer  Lehe ;  every  neceflary  difpofition  was 
confequently  made  for  that  purpofe,  and  the  troops  were 
once  again  in  motion  on  the  23d  of  March.  Some  appre- 
henfions  were  at  that  time  entertained  for  the  fafety  of  the 
Twelfth  and  Fortieth  Regiments,  as  they  had  been  upon 
a  very  advanced  pofition  ;  they  however  made  good  their 
retreat,  and  the  Light  Infantry  and  Grenadiers  covering 
the  march,  the  whole  proceeded  through  Vecht,  Wild- 
hufen,  and  other  villages  in  the  States  of  Diepholt  and  of 
Delmenhorft,  to  Bremen,  where  they  were  quartered  on 
the  27th  ;  between  which  period  and  the  10th  of  April, 
great  numbers  of  thofe  men  who  had  been  returned  mif- 
Jing^  and  of  thofe  left  fick  behind  the  army,  joined  their 
refpeftive  regiments.  It  was  then  found  that  many  of  the 
foldiers,  who  had  embarked  with  the  firfl;  detachment  from 
the  Brigade  of  Guards,  at  Greenwich,  on  the  2^th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1793,  had  borne  up  againft  the  exceflive  fatigues 
they  had  undergone,  but  that  thofe  raw  recruits,  who  had 
been  afterwards  fent  out,   and  whofe  conftitutions  were 
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at  that  time  fcarcely  formed,  in  general  fell  fick ;  and  once 
placed  fairly  in  the  hands  of  thofe  unfkilful  mates,  and 
moft  unfeeling  nurfes  in  the  general  hofpitals,  but  little 
hopes  remained  of  their  recovery.  The  Fourteenth, 
Thirty-feventh,  and  Fifty-third  Regiments,  had  fufFere<i 
very  feverely,  and  moft  of  the  men  they  brought  back  to 
England,  had  been  fent  out  to  them,  as  well  as  to  many 
other  regiments  of  the  line,  a  fhort  time  previous  to  their 
embarkation. 

At  Bremen,  the  troops  were  very  comfortably  lodged, 
and  well  treated;  though  claiming  the  privilege  of  a  free 
town,  the  inhabitants  at  firft  objefted  to  have  foldiers 
quartered  on  their  houfes.  On  the  loth  of  April,  the 
joyful  movement  towards  the  tranfports  took  place,  and 
at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  different 
Brigades  were  feen  embarking  for  their  native  land  :  The 
Cavalry*  remaining  on  the  left  banks  of  the  Wefer,  to  co- 
operate in  the  protection  of  Hanover. 

Since  that  period,  his  Catholic  Majefty  following  the 
example  of  the  King  of  PrufTia,  has  withdrawn  himfelf 
from  the  coalition  againft  the  common  enemy,  and  even 
ceded  Saint  Domingo  to  the  rapacious  Republicans.  The 
recovery  of  that  important  Ifland,  being  deemed  indifpen- 

*  They  are  like  wife  now  recalled,  and  not  a  Cngle  Britifli  foldier  re- 
mains upon  the  Continent.  In  Germany,  our  cavalry  have  been  leading 
the  moft  luxurious  lives,  hofpitably  treated  by  the  inhabitants,  abun- 
dantly fupplied  with  provifions  on  very  reafonable  terms,  and  "  faring 
fumptuoufly,  every  day."  It  muft  however  afford  them  no  little  fatis- 
faftion  after  fo  long  an  abfence  to  prefs  their  native  foil  once  more,  and 
as  a  Brother  Soldier,  the  Author  of  this  Narrative,  feels  happy  that 
its  appearance  has  been  delayed,  as  it  enables  hira  to  congratulate  li; 
Fr'mdi  upon  their  fafe  arrival. 
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fably  neceflary,  more  blood  muft  flow  from  Britifh  veiriSv 
and  the  flower  of  the  country  be  perhaps  yielded  up  a  prey 
to  the  ravages  of  a  peftilential  fever* ;  thus  are  we  treat- 
ed on  all  fides,  by  the  nations  with  whom  we  were  in  fl:ri8: 
alliance ;  yet  furely  it  will  afford  every  Englifliman  the 
highefl:  fatisfaftion,  when  he  reflefts,  that  we  have  hitherto 
uniformly  kept  up  to  cwr  engagements,  and  that  the  national 
charafter  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  highly  favoured  Ifle, 
has  never  yet  been  lowered  in  the  eyes  of  Europe.  Even 
our  enemies  are  compelled  to  refpeft  and  to  fear  us,  and  if 
we  have  perhaps  too  much  credulity,  it  arifes  certainly, 
from  praife-worthy  motives. 

The  French  fuppofmg  themfelves  invincible,  and  wifli- 
ing  to  efl;ablifh  their  Winter  Quarters  on  the  right  banks 
of  the  Rhine,  forced  daringly,  at  a  very  advanced  feafon 
of  the  year,  the  paflage  of  that  river  near  the  town  of 
Dufleldorf;  though  at  firft  fuccefsful  in  their  attacks 
upon  the  Auftrians,  they  have,  (as  was  eafily  fore- 
feen)  found  it  highly  expedient  to  retreat  precipitately, 
and  by  the  fubfequent  defeats  their  armies  have  fuf- 
tained,  it  has  been  evidently  proved,  that  the  highly 
difciplined  forces   of    his   Imperial  Majefl;y,    under    a 

*  Common  juflice  to  thofe  who  fuperintended  the  embarkation,  calls 
Upon  us  to  remark,  that  no  tioops  ever  quitted  England,  better  equip- 
ped for  fervicc  in  every  particular  than  thofe  who  have  lately  failed,  de- 
fined for  the  truly  important  Expedition  to  the  Weft-Indies,  however 
we  may  lament  the  unfortunate  delays  which  have  coft  fo  many  of  our 
brave  countrymen  their  lives.  As  every  precaution  had  been  taken  to 
guaid  againft  the  ravages  of  the  Yellow  Fever,  great  hopes  may  be  cer- 
tainly entertained,  that  they  will  efcape  its  virulent  attacks,  and  if  they 
z\e  Jo  fortunate,  there  «an  be  no  doubt  of  their  fuccefs — Conquerors  in  that 
quarter,  as  Great  Britain  is  already  Miftrefs  of  the  Sea^r  the  War,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  will  yet  have  a  brilliant  conclufion. 
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General    at    once    fo  able    and  experienced  as  Field 
Marlhall   Clairfait,    have  fufEcient    energy   remain- 
ing, to  make   them  pay  moft  dearly  for  their  rafh  in- 
curfions  into  the  territories  of  a  Sovereign,  as  yet  re- 
fpeaed   and  beloved   by  the   majority   of  his   fubjeHs. 
Though  unprecedented  fuccefs  has  for  a  length  of  time 
crowned  the  arms  of  the  Convention,  the  confequences 
of  the  moft  trifling  check  they  may  experience  at  this 
critical  moment,   muft  encreafe  the  grievous  fore,  which 
rankling  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Republic,  will,  (and  moll 
probably  the  period  is  now  faft  approaching,)   break  out 
and  reduce  the  country  to  fuch  extremities,  as  muft  ren- 
der the  majority  of  the  people  clamorous  for  bread,  and 
induce  their   prefent  rulers,  however  contrary*  to' their 
wifhes,  to  offer  fuch  terms   to  our  Government,   now 
avowedly  ready  to  treat  with  France,  as  will  enable  them 
to  conclude  a  fecure  and  honourable  peace  :  and  may  that 

♦  That  it  will  be  contrarj^  to  the  wifKes  of  the  executive  government 
of  France  to  make  peace  with  Great-Britain  is  obvious,  while  they  can 
by  forced  loans,  and  other  compulfatory  meafures,  procure  a  fuppiy  of 
^oney  to  procraftinate  the  war.  France  originally  declared  war  againft 
Great-Bntain;  and  ^ance  has  never  yet  xr.ade  overtures  to  ;ut  a 
penod  to  hoftil.t,es  for  Monfteur  Mo.kron,  when  he  vlfited  thi, 
country,  was  certainly  not  authorifed  to  offer  any  terms  whatever:  yet 
furely  when  the  ohve-branch  is  heldout  to  anation  groaning  under  mife- 
nes,encreafed  each  moment  by  demands  upon  the  people,  they  muft,  after 
enduring  to  a  certain  point,  nfe  in  a  mafs,  and  force  their  rulers  to  ac- 

The  various  diftreffing  circumftances  that  have  delayed  the  late  formi- 
dable  expedition  to  the  Weft-Indies,  occafioned  by  a  feries  of  adverfe 
vvxnds,  unknown  during  the  memory  of  any  man  now  converfant  m 
nautical  affairs,  muft  force  us  to  confine  all  operations,  i„  that  quarter,  to 
the  defence  of  our  own  iflands  ;  and  thofe  troops,  who,  (it  is  devoutly  to 
be  hoped)  ere  this,have  leached  the  fcene  of  adion,  will  be  fufficient 
for  that  purpofc.    Reinforcements  will  be  forwarded  from  time  to  time 

cordin    /I,  r  "^l  ^'^P^^^^^^"  ^^^^  ^q-Pped,  be  uUimatelv,  ac-* 

cording  to  all  human  probability,  obtained. 
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peace  fo  ardently  defired,  whenever  it  arrives,  without 
lowering  the  dignity  of  the  Empire,  reinftate  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Great  Britain,  in  the  full  enjoyments  of  thofe 
bleflings,  (known  only  by  a  free  country,  under  the  limited 
Iway  of  a  mild  and  benevolent  Monarch)  of  which,  the 
moil  fuccefsful  war,  mull  ever,  while  carried  on  with 
vigour yinfomQ  degree  deprive  the  fubjeft. 
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THE  Hiftory  of  Engla?idy  from  the  Invasion  of  Julius 
Cafar  to  the  Revolution  in  1688.  By  David  Hume,  Efq. 
A  new  Edition,  printed  on  fine  Paper,  with  many  Corrections 
and  Additions;  and  a  complete  Index,  8  vols.  Royal  Paper, 
4to.  with  fine  Impreffions  of  the  Plates,  81.  1 8s.  6d. 

*^*  Another  Edition,  on  fraall  Paper,  4I.  los* 

fit  Another  Edition  in  8  vols.  8vo.  with  the  Plates,  2l.l6si 

The  Hiftory  of  England,  from  the  Revolution  to  the 
Death  of  George  II.  forming  a  Continuation  of  Mr.  Hume^s 
Hiftory  ;  illuftrated  with  Plates.  13y  T.  Smol/ett,  M.  D. 
5  vols.  8vo.  il.  i5Si 

The  Hiftory  of  Political  Tranfa<Slions  arid  of  Parties,  from 
the  Reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  to  the  Death  of  King 
William.     By  Thomas  Somerville,  D.  D.  4to.  il.  5s. 

The  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  during  the  Reign  of  Queen  Afary 
and  of  King  James  VI.  till  his  Acceftion  to  the  Crown  of 
England;  with  a  Review  of  the  Zcottijh  Hiftory  previous  to 
that  Period  ;  and  an  Appendix,  containing  Original  Papers, 
2  vols,  4to.  By  William  Robertfon,  D.  D.  5th Edition,  il.  los. 

*^*  Another  Edition  in  2  vols.  8vo.  14s. 

+4-+  Another' Edition  in  one  volume,  7s.  6d,    ^ 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  with. 
a  View  of  the  Progrefs  of  Society  in  Europe,  from  th% 
Subverfion  of  the  Reman  Empire  to  the  Beginning  of  the 
16th  Century.  By  W,  Robert/on,  B.D.  Embellilhed  with 
4  Plates,  elegantly  engraved  :  3  vols.  410.  3I.  3s. 

*^*  Another  Edition  in  4  vols.  8vo.  il.  4s. 

The  Hiftory  of  America,  vols.  I.  and  II.     By  W,  Robert/on 
D.D.     Illuftrated  with  Maps.     2I.  2s. 

*^*  Another  Edition  in  3  vols.  8vo.  i8s. 

An  Hiftorical  Difquifition,  concerning  the  Knowledge 
which  the  Ancients  had  of  India,  and  the  Progrefs  of  the 
Trade  v^^ith  that  Country,  prior  to  the  Difcovery  of  the  Pail- 
Sage  to  it  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  With  an  Appendix  con- 
taining Obfervations  on  the  Civil  Policy — the  Laws,  and  Ju- 
dicial Proceedings — the  Arts — the  Sciences,  and  religious 
Inftitutions  of  the  Lidia?u.  By  William  Robert/on,  D.  D, 
Illuftrated  with  Maps,  i8s. 
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The  Hiftory  oi  Greece,  By  William  Mitfordy  Efq.  Vols.  L 
and  IL  4to.  il.  19s.  in  boards. 

*.*  The  two  Volumes  include  the  Hiftory  of  Greece  from 
the  earliell:  Accounts  to  the  End  of  the  Peloponnefiati  War  ; 
and  it  is  intended  to  continue  the  Hiftory  till  the  Redudlion 
oi  Achaia  into  a  Province  of  the  Reman  Empire. 

The  fame  Work  in  4  vols.  Svo.  il.  8s. 

*:^  The  third  Volume  in  4to.  is  now  in  the  Prefs.. 

The  Hiftory  oi  Ancient  Greece,  its  Colonies  and  Conquefts; 
from  the  earlieft  Accounts  till  the  Divifton  of  the  Macedo' 
nian  Empire  in  the  Eaft :  including  the  Hiftory  of  Literature, 
Philofophy,  and  the  Fine  Arts.  "^^John  Gillies,  L.L.D.  F.R.S. 
with  a  Head  of  the  Author,  and  Maps  adapted  to  the  Work, 
4  vols.  3d  Edit.  il.  8s.. 

A  View  of  the  Reign  of  Frederick  II.  of  Prujfta^  with  a 
Parallel  between  that  Prince  and  Philip  II,  of  Macedon,  By 
J,  Gillies,  L.L.D.  F.R  S.  and  S-A.  8vo.  7s. 

A  Defcription  of  the  iiain  of  Troy  ;  with  a  Map  of  that 
Region  delineated  from  an  aftual  Survey,  read  in  French 
before  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh^  by  the  Author,  M. 
Chevalier^  Fellow  of  that  Society,  and  of  the  Academies  of 
J\AetZj  Cajfely  and  Rome.  Tranllated  from  the  Original  not 
yet  publifhed,  and  the  Verllon  accompanied  with  Notes  and 
Illuftrations,  by  'ndrem}  Dalzel,  M.A  F.R.S.  Ed.  ProfefTor 
of  Greek,  and  principal  Librarian  in  the  Univerlity  oi  Ediji- 
htirghy  4to,  14s. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Reign  of  Philip  11.  King  of  Spain.  By 
Rcbert  JVatfon,  LL.D.  Profeftbr  of  Philofophy  and  Rhe- 
toric at  the  Univerlity  of  St.  Andrew.  2d  Edition,  2  vols. 
2i,  2s. — Another  Edition  in  3  vols.  8vo.  18s. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
By  Edward  Gibbon,  Efq.  6  vols,  which  complete  a  Period  of 
Hiftory  from  the  Age  of  Trajan  and  the  Antoninesy  to  the 
taking  of  Conflantinople  by  the  Turhsy  and  the  Eftablilhment 
at  Rome  of  the  Dominion  of  the  Popes.  Adorned  with  a  Plead 
of  tlie  Author,  and  Maps  adapted  to  the  Work,  61.  6s.  in 
Boards. 

*^*  The  4th,  5th5  and  6th  Vols,  may  be  had  feparate,  to 
complete  Sets.  3L  3s.  in  Boards. 

-j-l-f-  Another  Edition,  complete  in  12  Vols.  8vo.  3I.  12s. 

Alfo  an  Abridgment  of  this  Work  for  the  Ufe  of  young 
Perfons,  2  vols.  8vo.  145. 

The  Hiftory  of  Romcy  from  the  Foundation  of  the  City  by 
Romulus  to  the  Death  of  Alarcus  JntotiinuSy  3  vols.  8vo.  il.  is. 
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This  Work,  with  the  Abridgment  of  Mr.  Gibbon's  Hiftory, 
forms  a  complete  Roman  Iliftory  in  5  vols.  8vo. 

The  Chronology  and  Hiftory  of  the  World,  from  the 
Creation  to  the  Year  of  ChriJ}  1790,  illuftrated  on  56  Cop- 
per-plate Tables,  with  16  Maps  of  Ancient  and  Modem 
Geography.     By  the  Rev.  John  Blair,  L.  L.  D.  3I.  13s.  6d. 

The  Hiftory  of  France  from  the  Accellion  of  Henry  III.  to 
the  Death  of  Louis  XIV.  preceded  by  a  View  of  the  Civil, 
Military,  and  Political  State  of  Europe,  between  the  Middle 
and  the  Clofe  of  the  Sixteenth  Century.  By  Nathaniel  WiU 
liam  Wraxall,    Vols.  I.  II.  and  III.  4to.  3 1.  3s.  in  Boards. 

An  Hiftorical  View  of  the  EngUfi  Government,  from  the 
Settlement  of  the  Saxons  in  Britain,  to  the  Acceffion  of  the 
Houfe  of  Stuart.  By  John  Millar^  Efq.  profeflbr  of  Law 
in  the  Univerftty  of  Glafgow,     2d  Edition,  il.  is. 

Memoirs  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the  Diflblu- 
tion  of  the  laft  Parliament  of  Charles  II.  until  the  Capture  of 
the  French  and  Spanifo  Fleets  at  Vigo»  By  Sir  John  Dal- 
rymple,  Bart.  3d  Edition,  with  Appendixes  complete. 
3  vols.  il.  i6s. 

The  Hiftory  of  England,  from  the  earlieft  Accounts  of 
Time  to  the  Death  of  George  II.  adorned  with  Heads  ele- 
gantly engraved.     By  Dr.  Goldfrnith,  4  vols.  il.  4s. 

An  Abridgment  of  the  above  Book,  by  Dr.  Goldfrnith, 
adorned  with  Cuts,  for  the  life  of  Schools,  3s.  6d. 

Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  Sully,  Prime  Minifter  of  Hetiry 
the  Great,  Containing  the  Hiftory  of  the  Life  and  Reign 
of  that  Monarch,  and  his  own  Adminiftration  under  him. 
Tranflated  from  the  French.  To  which  is  added,  the  Trial 
of  Ravaillac,  for  the  Murder  of  Hetiry  the  Great.  A  new 
Edition,  in  5  vols.  8vo.  il.  los. 

%*   Another  Edition,  in  6  vols.  lamo,  i8s. 

The  Lives  of  the  moft  eminent  Englifi  Poets ;  with  Cri- 
tical Obfervations  on  their  Works.  By  Samuel  Johnfcn, 
L.  L,  D.  4  vols.  il.  4s. 

An  Inquiry,  hiftorical  and  critical,  into  the  Evidence 
againft  Mary  Queen  of  Sects  ;  and  an  Examination  of  the 
Hiftories  of  Dr.  Rebertfon  and  Mr.  Hume,  with  refpedl  to 
that  Evidence.  By  William  Tytler,  Efq.  F.R.S.  Ed,  4th 
Edition,  with  very  conftderable Additions,  2  vols.  14s. 

An  Eccleliaftical  Hiftory,  Ancient  and  Modern,  from  the 
Birth  of  Chri/i  to  the  Beginning  of  the  prefent  Century.  In 
which  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  Variations  of  Church  Fower 
are  confidered,  in  their  Connexion  with  the  State  of  Learn- 
ing and  Philofophy,  and  the  political  Hiftory  of  Europe^  du- 
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ring  that  Period.  By  the  late  learned  John  Laturenct 
Mojheim,  D.  D.  Tranflated,  and  accompanied  with  Notes 
and  Chronological  Tables,  by  Archibald  Madame^  D.  D.  A 
new  Edition,  corre<Sted  and  improved,  6  vols.  2I.  2s, 

A  Summary  of  Geography  and  Kiftory,  both  Ancient 
and  Modern-,  containing  an  Account  of  the  moft  illuftrious 
Nations  in  Ancient  and  Modern  Times  j  their  Manners  and 
Cuftoms  ;  the  local  Situation  of  Cities,  efpeciaUy  of  fuch  as 
have  been  diftinguifhed  by  memorable  Events.  With  an 
Abridgment  of  the  fabulous  Hiftory  or  Mythology  of  the 
Greeks,  &c.  &c.  The  whole  chiefly  defigned  to  connedl: 
the  Study  of  Ciaffical  Learning  with  that  of  general  Know- 
ledge, ^y  Alexander  /dam,  L.L.D.  Reaor  of  the  High 
School  of  Edinburgh.  lUuftrated  with  anew  Set  of  Maps,  9s. 

Roman  Antiquities  ;  or  an  Account  of  the  Manners  and 
Cuftoms  of  the  Romans;  refpecting  their  Government,  Ma- 
giftracy,  Laws,  Religion,  Games,  Military  and  Naval  Affairs, 
&c.  &c.  Defigned  chiefly  to  illuftrate  the  Latin  Claffics. 
By  Jlex.  Adam,  L.L.D.    3d  Edition,  7s.  6d. 

An  Hiflorical  and  Ciaffical  Didionary,  containing  theLives 
and  Chara(Slers  of  the  mofl  eminent  and  learned  Ferfons  in 
every  Age  and  Nation,  from  the  earliefl  Period  to  the  pre- 
fent  Time.     By  John  Noorthouck,  2  vols.  12s. 

Bibliotheca  ClalTica  •,  or  a  Ciaffical  Diaionary,  containing 
a  full  Account  of  all  the  proper  Names  mentioned  in  ancient 
Authors.  To  which  are  fubjoined,  Tables  of  Coins,Weights, 
and  Meafures,  in  life  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  By 
7.  Lempriere,  A.M.  oi Pembroke  College,  Oxford.  2d  Edit.  9s. 

A  Philofophical  and  Political  Hiftory  of  the  Settlements 
and  Trade  of  the  Europeans  in  the  Eajl  and  Wejl  Indies. 
Tranflated  from  the  French  of  the  Abbe  Rrynal,  by  J.  Jujla- 
mond,  M.  A.  A  new  Edition,  carefully  revifed^  in  S  vols. 
8vo.  and  iHufi:rated  with  Maps,  2I.  8s. 

Sketches  of  the  Hiftory  of  Man,  by  the  Author  of  the 
Elements  of  Criticifm.    3d  Edition,  4  vols,  il  8s. 

An  Account  of  the  Voyages  undertaken  by  Order  of  his 
prefent  Majefty  for  making  Difcoveries  in  the  Southern  He- 
xnifphere,  and  fucceffively  performed  by  Commodore  Byro?!^ 
Captain  Wallis,  and  Captain  Carteret,  in  the  Dolphin,  the 
Swallow^  and  the  Endeavour  ;  drawn  up  fi-om  the  Journals 
which  were  kept  by  the  feveral  Commanders,  and  fromJ:he 
Papers  of  Jofeph  Banks,  Efq.  and  Dr.  Sohmder.  "By  John 
Hawhfworth, .  h.  L.  D.  lUuflrared  with  Cuts,  and  a  great 
Variety  of  Charts  and  Maps  (in  all  52  Plates).  3  vols.  4to- 
Frke  3U  iZ'J. 
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An  Account  of  a  Voyage  towards  the  South  Pole  and 
round  the  World,  performed  in  his  Majefty's  Ships  the  Re^ 
folution  and  Adventure,  in  the  Years  1772,  1773,  I774>  and 
1775.  Written  by  'James  Coaky  Commander  of  the  Refolu^ 
tion.  In  which  is  included,  Captain  Furneauxs  Narrative  of 
his  Proceedings  in  the  Adventure^  during  the  Separation  of 
the  Ships.  2  vols.  Royal  4to.  with  Maps  and  Charts,  Por- 
traits of  Perfons,  and  Views  of  Places,  drawn  during  the 
Voyage  by  IMr.  Hodges y  and  engraved  by  the  moft  eminent 
Matters,  2I.  12s. 

The  Environs  of  London  :  being  an  Hiftorical  Account  of 
the  Towns,  Villages,  and  Hamlets,  within  12  Miles  of  that 
Capital;  interfperfed  with  Biographical  Anecdotes.  By  the 
Rev.  D,  Lyfonsy  A.M.  F.  R.S.  3  vols.  4to.  4I.  14s.  6d.  ia 
Boards, 

Proceedings  of  the  AfTociation  for  promoting  the  Difco- 
very  of  the  interior  Parts  of  Africa.  With  a  Map  of  the 
Country,  8vo.  6s. 

Travels  in  Portugal^  through  the  Provinces  of  Entre  Douro 
e  Alinhoy  Betray  Eftremadura,  and  AJem  tejo,  in  theYears  1^89 
and  1 7po  :  oonlifting  of  Obfervations  on  the  Manners,  Cuf- 
toms,  Trade,  Public  Buildings,  /\rts,  Antiquities,  &c,  of 
that  Kingdom,  With  24  Plates  of  Views,  &c.  By  James 
Murphyy  Architeft,  4to,  il.  lis.  6d, 

Travels  through  Sp.iiny  in  the  Years  1775  and  1776.  In 
which  feveral  Monuments  of  Roman  and  Mcorifi  Architec- 
ture are  illuftrated  by  accurate  Drawings  taken  on  the  Spot. 
By  Henry  Siv'wkurny  Efq.   2d  Edition,  2  vols,  14s. 

Travels  in  the  Tivo  Sicilies.  By  Henry  Swinburn,  Efq.  in 
theYears  1777,  1778,  1779,  and  1780.  With  a  Map  of 
the  Two  Siciliesy  and  22  Plates  of  Views,  &c.  2d  Edition, 
4  vols.  il.  6s. 

Travels  through  various  Provinces  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples  in  1789.  'e>y  Charles  UlyffeSy  of  Salts  Marfchlins, 
Tranflated  from  the  German  by  Anthony  AufrerCy  Efq.  and 
illuflrated  with  Plates,  8vo. 

*^*  This  Volume  forms  a  proper  Supplement  to  Mr. 
Zwinhurn^s  Travels  in  the  Tivo  Sicilies, 

Travels  in  SwitzerLnd,  in  a  Series  of  Letters  to  William 
Melmoth,  Efq.  from  William  Coxe,  M.  A.  F.  R.S.  F.  A.S. 
Rector  of  Bemerton,  Sec.  3  vols,  with  a  large  Map  of  Switzer* 
landy  and  other  plates,  il.  7s. 

Travels  into  Polandy  Riiffia,  Siveden,  and  Denmark,  inter- 
fperfed with  hiftorical  Relations  and  political  Enquiries,  il- 
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luftrated  with   Maps  and   Engravings.     By   William  Coxe^ 
A.M.  F.R.S.  &c.  5  vols.  3d  Edition^  il.  17s.  6d. 

A  new  Volume,  being  the  3d  in  4to.  and  the  5th  in  8vo. 
of  the  above  Work,  with  a  Map  of  Southern  Norway^  and 
other  Plates,  may  be  had  feparate. 

An  Account  of  the  RuJJlan  Difcoveries  between  Afta  and 
America  \  to  which  are  added,  the  Conqueft  of  Siberia^  and 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Tranfa£lions  and  Commerce  between 
RuJJla  and  China,  By  William  Coxe,  A.  M.  F.  R.  S.  Illuf- 
trated  with  Charts,  and  a  View  of  a  Chinefc  Town,  3d  Edit. 
7s.  6d. 

A  complete  Tranflation  of  the  Count  de  Buffon\  Natural 
Hiftory,  from  the  4th  Edition,  in  16  vols.  4to.  with  occa- 
sional Notes  and  Obfervations.  By  William  Smellie,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Phiiofophical  and  Antiquarian  Societies  o£  Edin^ 
burgh.     lUuftrated  with  300  Copper-plates,  9  vols.  4I.  is. 

A  new  Tranflation  of  the  Count  de  Buffotis  Natural  Hif- 
tory of  Birds.  Illuftrated  with  near  300  Engravings,  and  a 
Preface,  Notes,  and  Additions  by  the  Tranflator,  9  vols.  4I.IS. 
A  new  Syftem  of  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Quadrupeds, 
Birds,  Eifhes,  and  Infedls.  With  about  150  Copper-plates, 
3  large  volumes  8vo.  il.  i6s. 

A'  Phiiofophical  Survey  of  the  South  of  Ireland^  in  a  Se- 
ries of  Letters  to  John  Watkinfony  M.  D.  ys. 

A  Tour  through  5/r/7y  and  Malta,  in  a  Series  of  Letters 
to  William  Bechfordy  Efq.  from  P.  Brydongy  F.R.S.  2  vols. 
Illuftrated  with  a  Map.     3d  Edition,  12s. 

Obfervrtions  and  Refie£lions  made  in  the  Courfe  of  a 
Journey  through  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  By  Hejler 
Lynch  Piozzi^  2  vols.  14s. 

Obfervations  made  in  a  Tour  from  Bengal  to  Perjta,  m 
the  Year  1786-7  ;  with  a  fhort  Account  of  the  Remains  of 
the  celebrated  Palace  of  Perfepolis,  and  other  interefting 
Events.  By  William  Francklin,  Eniign  on  the  Hon.  Com- 
pany's Bengal  Eftablifliment,  lately  returned  from  Perfia, 
2d  Edition,  Bvo.  7s. 

A  View  01  Society  and  Manners  in  France,  Sivitzerland, 
and  Germany,  with  Anecdotes  relating  to  fome  eminent  Cha- 
racters.    By  John  Moore,  M.  D.  2  vols.   7th  Edition,  12s. 

A  View  of  Society  and  Manners  in  Italy,  with  Anecdotes 
relating  to  fome  eminent  Charadters.  By  John  Moore,  M,  D, 
2  vols.  4th  Edition,  14s. 

A  Tour  through  fome  of  the  Northern  Parts  of  Europe, 
particularly  Cope?ihagen,  Stockholm^  and  Petcrjburgh,  in  a  Se- 
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ries    of   Letters.      By    l^,    Wraxally     Efq.      3d    Edition, 

A  Journey  to  the  Weftern  Ifles  of  Scotland,  By  the  Au- 
thor of  the  Rambler,  6s.        .  '    '    '         '    *j''-'  ' 

A  Journey  from  Gibraltar  to  Malaga,  vf'ith^^.  View  of  the 
Garrifon  and  its  Environs,  &c.  &c.  By  Fran ris  Carter,  Efq. 
2  vols,  with  a  great  Number  of  Plates,  ad  Edition-y  18s, -in 
Boards.  ,wr^fV;>: 

The  State  of  the  Prifons  in  England  znd  Walef,  \vjth  Pre- 
liminary Obfervations,  and  an  Account  of  fome  Foreign  Pri- 
fons and  Hofpitals.  By  John  Howard,  F.  R.S.  •4tOr'4fh 
Edition,  with  all  the  Plates  complete,  il.  5s.         •'•    ^""     '>'^i- 

An  Account  of  the  principal  Lazarettos  in  Europe  5  with 
various  Papers  relative  to  the  Plague,  &:c.  by  the  fame. 
2d  Edition,  with  all  the  Plates  complete,  il.  5s. 

DIVINITY. 

Ifatah,  a  new  Tranflation,  witii  a  Preliminary  DifTertation, 
and  Notes  Critical,  Philological,  and  Explanatory.  By  R3- 
bert  Loivth,  D.D.  F.  R.S.  Londin,  &  Goetting,  late  Lord 
Bifhop  oi  London,     3d  Edition,  2  vols.  8vo.  14s. 

The  Four  Gofpels,  tranflated  from  the  Greek :  with  Preli- 
minary Differtations  and  Notes  Critical  and  Explanatory. 
By  George  Campbell,  D.D.  F.R.S.  Principal  of  Marifchal 
QoWtgt,  Aberdeen.      2  vols.  4to.  2I.  los. 

Sermons  on  feveral  Subjedls.  By  the  Right  Rev.  Beilby 
Porteiis,  D.D.  Bifhop  oi Londsn.     6th  Edition,  2  vols.  13s. 

*^*  The  fecond  Vol.  may  be  had  feparate,  6s.  in  Boards. 

An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Prophecies  concerning 
the  Chriftian  Church,  and  in  particular  concerning  the  Church 
of  Papal  Rome.  By  Richard  Hurd,  D.  D.  now  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Worcejler.     3d  Edition,  2  vols.  7s. 

Sermons  preached  at  Lincoln  s- Inn  Chapel,  between  the 
Years  1765  and  1776.  By  Richard  Hurd,  D.D.  Lord 
Bifhop  of  Worcejler.     2d  Edition,  3  vols.  18s. 

The  Works  of  the  Rignt  Rev.  Jonathan  Shipley,  D.D. 
'  Lord  Bifhop  of  St,  AJaph,  2  vols.  Svo.  with  a  Portrait,  12s. 

Sermons  by  Hugh  Blair,  D.  D.  one  of  the  Miniilers  of 
the  High  Church,  and  ProfefTor  of  Rhetoric  and  Belles 
Lettres  in  the  \5i\vi&x^X.j,.Q^'.Edi7iburgh,  19th  Edition, 
4  vols.  il.  8s.  •  ':,T.i\    '-^^     '      :      .  ■     -_•'-' 

*^*  The  4th  Volume  may  be  had  feparate,  65.  in  Boards. 

Sermons  by  William  Leechman,  D.  D.  with  fome  Account 
of  the  Author's  Life,  and  of  his  Lectures.  By  James  WodroWp 
D.D.  2  Vols.  14s. 


$  BOOKS  profited  for  Cadell  and  Davies, 

Dlfcourfes  chiefly  on  the  Evidences  of  Natural  and  Re« 
vealed  Religion.     By  Jo/jf2  Sturges^  L.  L.  D.  7s, 

Difcourfes  on  various  Subjects.     By  Jacob  Duchcy  M.  A« 
3d  Edition,  2  vols.  14s. 

Sermons  on  the  prefent  State  of  Religion  in  this  Country, 
and  on  other  Subje<Sls.  By  the  Rev.  Septimus  Hodfon^  M.  B. 
Re(flor  of  Thrapfon,  Chaplain  to  the  Afylum^  and  Chaplain  in 
Ordinary  to  his  Ruyal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  8vo.  5s, 
.1  One  hundred  Sermons  on  pracStical  Subje£ls,  extracted 
'chiefly  from  the  Works  of  the  Divines  of  the  laft  Century, 
By  Dr.  Burtty  4  vols.  tl.  4s. 

Sermons  by  the  late  Laivrence  Sterne^  M.  A.  6  vols.  1 8s. 
Sermons  on  the  Chriftian  Doctrine  as  received  by  the  dif- 
ferent Denominations  of  Chriftians,  &e.  &c.     By  R,  Prlce^ 
ly.iy.  LL.D.  F.R.S.  &c.    2d  Edition,  63. 

Sermons  on  various  Subjects,  and  preached  on  feveral  Oc- 
callons.  By  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  FrafichiiriyTi. J).  4th  Edif 
tion,  3  vols.  il.  4s. 

Sermons  on  ihe  Relative  Duties.     By  the  fame,  6s, 
Sermons  to  YoMng  Men.    By  PF,  Doddy  L  L.  D,  Preben- 
dary of  Brecon,  and  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  his  Majefly, 
3d  Edition,  7s.  6d. 

Four  DiiTertations.  I.  On  Providence.  II.  On  Prayer. 
III.  On  the  Reafons  for  CApe^lIng  that  virtuous  Men  fhall 
meet  after  Death  in  a  State  of  Happinef^-.  IV.  On  the  Im- 
portance of  Chriftianity,  the  Nature  of  Hifl:orical  Evidence 
and  Miracles.  By  Richard  Price,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S,  4th  Edi- 
tion, 8vo.  6s. 

Sermons  to  Young  Women,  By  Jatnes  Fordyce,  D.  I), 
2  vols.  6th  Edition,  7s. 

AddrtrlTcs  to  Y^oung  Men,  by  the  fame.     2  vols.  8s. 
Sermons  by  Colin  Milne,  D.  D.  Rector  of  North  Chapel,  ii> 
Sujfex,  and  Lecturer  of  St.  Paul's,  Depiford,  6s. 

Sermons  on  various  Subje<P(s.  By  the  late  John  Farquhar,^ 
A.M.  Carefully  corrected  from  the  Author's  MSB-  by 
George  Camphell,  X).  D.  2Xidk,^lePiander  Gerrqrdj,J^^,  4th 
Edition,  7s.  •  .  .mS' '^?^'' 

A  Review  of  the  principal  Qucfl:ions  in  Morz^Is.  By 
Richard  Price,  D.  D.  F.  R.S.     3d  Edition,  corrected,  7s. 

Mifcellanies,  Boo^s  of  Enter tatnment,  Poetry,  hQ» 

The  Works  of.tke  late  Right  Hon,  Henry  St^John,  Lord 
Vifcount  Bolinghrolie  ;  containing  all  his  Political  and  Philo- 
fophical  Works  j  a  new  and  elegant  Edition.     5  vols.  4to, 

*^*  Another  Edition  in  11  vols.  8vo.  2I.  i6s. 


BOOKS  prmtedfor  Cadell  and  Datihs.  9 

The  Works  o(  Francis  BacoUy  Baron  of  Ferulam,  Vifcount 
St.  Alban\  and  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England.     5  vols. 

Royal  -'aptr,  4to.  r   1      ^-r-    1  1.     r 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Caufes  of  the  W  ealth  ot 
Nations.  By  Adam  Smith,  L.L.D.  F.R.S.  3  vols.  8vo, 
il.  IS.  6th  Edition. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Principles  of  Political  CEconomy ; 
being  an  EfTay  on  the  Science  of  Domeftic  ]  olicy  in  Free 
Nations  ;  in  which  are  particularly  conlidered.  Population, 
Agriculture,  Trade,  Induftrv,  Money,  Coin,  Intereft,  Cir- 
culation, Banks,  Exchange,  Public  Credit,  Taxes,  &c.  By 
Sir  Jafnes  Stuart,  3art.   2  vols.  Royal  Paper,  4to.  2I.  2S.  m 

Boards.  - 1  rr 

ElTays  and  Treatifes  on  feveral  Subjecls.  By  David  Hiimf^ 
Efq.  with  his  laft  CorrecTions  and  Additions.     2  vols.  4to, 

il.  i6s.  '^^  -^^^^ 

*^*  Another  Edition,  in  2  vols.  8vo,  14s.  —^  -.-o:- 
Moral  and  Political  Dialogues,  with  Letters  on  Chivalry 

and  Romance.     By  Rkhard  Hurd,  D.D.  now  Lord  Bifhop 

qiWorcefter      3  vols.  los.  6d.  ^      .j       r^ 

An  Eifciy  on  the  Hiftory  of  Civil  Society.     By  Adam  i^cr- 

gufon.'L.'L.iy.     4th  Edition,  7s.  ^ 

Memoirs  of  the  Literary  and  Philofophical   Society  of 

Manchepr,     lUuftrated  with  Pistes.     3  vols.  iP  2s. 

*^*  The  3d  Volume  may  be  had  feparate,  7s.  m  Boards. 
Zeluco.     Various  Views  of  Human  Nature,  taken  from 

Life   and'  Manners,   foreign   and   domeftic.      2d   Edition, 

2  vols.    143.  .     ;      .  1     r  -n- 

Profe  on  feveral  Occafions,  accompanied  with  iome  Pieces 
in  Verfe.     By  G.  Co/man.     3  vols.  15s. 

The  Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments.  By  Adam  bmiW, 
L  L.D.  F.R.S.   :;th  Edition.     2  vols.  14s.  ^  t  -r. 

The  Elements  of  Moral  Science.  By  James  Beattie,  L.L.D. 
ProfefTor  of  Moral  I^hilofophy  and  Logic  in  Marifchal  Col- 
lege, Aberdeen.     2  vols    8vo.  15s.  .,   ,.    ,   nr- 

Th'^'  Works  of  Alexander  Pope,  Efq.  with  his  laft  Correc- 
tions, Additions,  and  Improvements,  as  they  were  delivered 
to  the  Editor  a  little  before  his  Death;  together  with  the 
Commentary  and  Notes  of  Dr.  IVarburton.  With  Cuts. 
In  9  large  Volumes,  8vo.  2I.  14s* 

The  fame  in  6  Volumes,  1 2mo    i8s, 

A  complete  and  elegant  Edition  of  the  Englifh  /^c^//, 
printed  in  75  Pocket  Volumes,  on  a  fine  Writing  Paper. 
lUuftrated  with  Heads   engraven  by  Bartokzzt,   Ca/dwaJl, 


10  BOOKS  printed  for  CkTtLhh  and  Davies. 

Hally  Sterwin,  &c.  &c.  with  a  Preface  Biographical 
and  Critical  to  each  Author.  By  Samuel  Johnfiny  L.  L.  D, 
13I.  2s.  6d. 

The  Works  of  Soame  Jenyns,  Efq,  including  feveral  Pieces 
never  before  publiQied.  To  which  are  prefixed,  fhort 
Sketches  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Author's  Family,  and  alfo 
of  his  Life.  By  Charles  Nalfon  Cs/e,  Efq.  with  a  Head  of 
the  Author.     4  vols.  2d  Edition,  il. 

Letters  to  and  from  the  late  Samuel  Jo/mfon,  L.  L.  D.  To 
which  are  added,  fome  Poems  never  before  printed.  Pub- 
lilhed  from  the  Original  in  her  PolTellion.  By  Hefler  Lynch 
FiozzL     2  vols.  14s. 

The  Works  of  Mr.  Thomfon,  complete,  elegantly  printed 
on  a  fine  Writing  Paper,  with  Plates,  and  a  Life  of  the  Au- 
.  thor.     3  vols.  il.  4s. 

Another  Edition,  3  vols.  Crown,  i8s.  or  2  vols,  com- 
mon, 7s. 

The  Seafons,  in  a  Twelves  Edition.     Price  only  2s.  6d. 

Another  Edition  of  the  Seafons,  in  a  fmaller  Size,  printed 
on  a  fine  Paper,  with  new  Plates,  6s. 

The  Triumphs  of  Temper  *,  a  Poem  in  6  Cantos.  By 
William  Hayley^  Efq.     6th  Edition,  7s.  6d. 

Elegiac  Sonnets,  By  Charhtte  Smith,  5th  Edition,  with 
additional  Sonnets,  and  other  Poems,  7s.  6d. 

The  Pleafures  of  Memory,  with  fome  other  Poems.  By 
S.  Rogers,  Efq.     7th  Edition,  7s.  6d. 

The  Pleafures  of  Lnagination.  By  Mark  Ahenfide^  M.  D. 
To  which  is  prefixed,  a  Critical  ElTay  on  the  Poem.  By 
Mrs.  Barbauld,  7s.  6d. 

The  Art  of  preferving  Health.  By  John  Arn-Jlrong^  M.D. 
With  a  Critical  EfTay  on  the  Poem  by  J,  Aihin,  M.  D.  7s.  6d. 

The  Spleen,  and  other  Poems  of  Matthew  Green,  With 
a  Critical  ElTay  by  Dr^  AiVin, 

The  Shipwreck,  a  Poem,  in  ?  Cantos.     By  a  Sailor,  6s. 

*^*  The  feven  laft-mentioned  V/orks  are  printed  in  a 
moll  beautiful  and  uniform  Manner,  and  are  all  embeiliflied 
with  very  fine  Plates. 

EfiTays  on  various  Subjects,  principally  defigned  for  young 
Ladies,     By  Hannah  More,  3s.  fewed.     2d  Edition. 

Adelaide  and  Theodore,  or  Letters  on  Education  :  con- 
taining all  the  Principles  relative  to  the  difi'erent  Plans  of 
Education,  tranflated  from  the  French  of  Madame  la  Com- 
tefTe  de  Genlis.     3  vols.  los.  6d.    3d  Edition. 

The  Moral  Miicellany,  or  a  Collection  of  feka  Pieces,  in 


BOOKS  printed  for  Cadell  and  Davies.  li 

Profe  and  Verfe,  for  the  Inftruftlon  and  Entertainment  of 
TTouth.     3d  Edition,  3s. 

An  Hiftorical  Mifcellany.     3d  Edition,  3s. 
The  Poetical  Mifcellany ;  conlifting  of  felecH:  Pieces  from 
the  Works  of  the  following  Poets,  viz.  Milton^  Dryde?iy  Pope, 
'Addifony  Gay,  Szc.     2d  Edition,  3s. 

A  Father's  Legacy  to  his  Daughters,  by  the  late  Dr.  Gre- 
gory, o£  Edi7ihurgh.     V>^ith  a  Frontifpiece,  2s.  fewed. 

A  Volume  of  Letters  from  Dr.  Berhenhout  to  his  Son  at 
the  Univerfity,  7s. 

The  Mirror  -,  a  Periodical  Paper,  pubUfiied  at  Edinburgh 
in  the  Years  1779  and  1780.     3  vols,  8th  Edition,  9s.  or 
'2  vols,  large  8vo.  14s, 

The  Lounger;  a  Periodical  Paper.     By  the  Authors  of 

"the  Mirror.     4th  Edition,  los.  6d.  or  2  vols,  large  8vo.  145. 

The  Adventurer,  by  Dr.  Haiuhefivorthy  4  vols,  A  new  Edit. 

adorned  with  Frontifpieces,  r2s.  or  3  vols,  large  8vo.  il.  is. 

The  Rambler,  4  vols,  with  Frontifpieces,  and  a  Head  of 

'the  Author,  12s.  or  3  vols,  large  Bvo.  il.  is. 

A  complete  Edition  of  the  Works  oi  Lawrence  Sterney  M.  A. 
containing  his  Triilram  Shandy,  Sentimental  Journey,  Let- 
ters, Sec.  &c.     Adorned  with  Plates,  defigned  by  Hogarth^ 
'  Rooker,  Edrcardsy  &c.    10  vols.  2I. 

The  Man  of  Feeling,  a  Novel.     A  new  Edition,  3s. 
The  Man  of  the  World,  by  the  Autlior  of  the  Man  of 
'  Feeling,  2  vols.  6s. 

Julia  de  Roubigne,  by  the  fame,  2  vols.  6s. 
Sentimental  Journey,  2  vols.     A  new  Edition,  with  Fron- 
'  tifpieces,  5s- — Another  Edition,  3s. 
Triftram  Shandy,  6  vols.  1 8s. 

The  Recefs  ;  or,  a  Tale  of  other  Tim.es.  By  the  Author 
of  the  Chapter  of  Accidents.     4th  Edition,  3  vols. 

Julia,  a  Novel ,  interfperfed  with  fome  Poetical  Pieces. 
By  Helen  Maria  Williams y  2  vols.  7s. 

Letters  written  m  France  in  the  Summer  of  1 790,  to  a 
Friend  in  England;  containing  various  Anecdotes  relative 
to  the  French  Revolution ;   and  Memoirs  of  Monfieur  and 

Madame  du  F .     By  Helen  Afaria  fVilliamSy  3s.  6d. 

Emmeiine,  the  Orphan  of  the  Caftle.     By  Charlotte  Stnith^ 

4  vols.    3d  Edition,  14s. 

Ethelinde-,   or,  the  Reelufe  of  the  Lake,  by  the  fame. 

5  vols.  2d  Edition,  17s.  6d.  -yj^:. 

Celefiiina,  a  Novel,  by  the  fame,  4^ vols;  14s.  2d  Edition. 
The  Banifhed  Man,  a  Novel,  by  the  fame,  4  rols.  2d  Edi- 
tion, 1 6s, 


I^  BOOKS  prinied  for  Cadell  and  Davies. 

Extracts,  elegant,  inftru^live,  and  entertaining,  in  Profe, 
from  the  moft  approved  Authors-,  difpofed  under  proper 
Heads,  with  a  View  to  tlie  Improvement  and  Amufement 
of  young  Perfons,  one  vol.  Royal  8vo.  los.  6d. 

Extracts  in  Poetry,  upon  the  fame  Flan,   i  os.  6d. 

Epiflles,  elegant,  familiar,  and  inflrudive,  feledted  from 
the  beft  Writers,  ancient  and  modern  j  a  proper  Companion 
to  the  two  preceding  Works,  93. 

LAW. 

Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  England^  in  Four  Books- 
By  Sir  William  Blachjioney  Knight,  one  of  the  Juftices  o^ 
his  Majefty^s  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Twelfth  Edition, 
with  the  Author's  laft  Corrections,  and  Notes,  and  Addi- 
tions, by  Edward  Chrifnan^  Efq.  Barrifter  at  Law,  and  Pro- 
fcilbr  of  the  Laws  of  England  in  the  Univerlity  of  Cambridge, 
4  large  Volumes,  8vo.  with  14  Portraits,  elegantly  en- 
graved, il.  1 6s, 

Trafts,  chiefly  relating  to  the  Antiquities  of  the  Laws  of 
Englaftd.     By  Judge  BlackJIoTie,  il.  is. 

Reports  of  Cafes  determined  in  the  feveral  Courts  of 
Wcjlminjlcr-Hall^  from  1 746  to  1779.  Taken  and  com- 
piled by  the  Hon.  Sir  JVni,  Blachjloney  Knt.  Publlfhed  by  his 
Executors  ;  with  an  Account  of  his  Life,  2  vols.  Folio,  3I.  3s, 

A  Digcft  of  the  Laws  of  England.  By  the  Right  Hon. 
Sir  John  Comyns,  Knt.  late  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  his  Majef- 
ty's  Court  of  Exchequer.  3d  Edition,  confiderably  enlarged, 
and  continued  down  to  the  prefent  Time,  by  Stewart  Kydy 
Barrifler  at  Law,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  6  vols.  Royal  8vo. 
4I.  4s. 

Cafes  in  Crown  Law,  determined  by  the  Twelve  Judges ; 
by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench ;  and  by  Commiffioners  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  General  Gaol  Delivery  5  from  the 
4th  Year  of  George  II.  to  the  3 2d  Year  of  George  III,  By 
Thomas  Leach^  Efq.  of  the  Middle  Ternple,  Barr^^er  at  Law, 
2d  Edition,  with  Additions,  12s. 

Cafes  argued  and  determined  in  the  High  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, in  the  Time  of  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwichey  from  the 
Years  i']^6-'-j  to  1755,  with  Tables,  Notes,  and  References. 
"By  Francis  Vezey^  Efq.  2  vols.  il.  is.    3d  Edition. 

The  Attorney's  Vade  Mecum,  and  Client's  Inilruftor, 
treating  of  Actions  (fuch  as  are  now  moft  in  Ufe) ;  of  profe- 
cutlng  and  defending  them  j  of  the  Pleadings  and  Law,  with 
^  Volume  of  Precedents.  By  John  Morgan^  of  the  tuner 
Temple,  Barrifter  at  Law,  3  vols.  il.  2S, 


BOOKS  printed  for  CadelL  and  Davies.  ij 

The  Juftice  of  Peace  ;  or,  complete  Pari(h  Officer,  A  new 
Edition,  4  vols.  il.  123.     By  Richard  Burn,  L.  L.D. 

Ecclefiaftical  Law,  by  the  fame  Author,  4  vols.  il.  8s, 

A  new  Law  Dictionary,  intended  for  general  Ufe,  as  well 
as  for  Gentlemen  of  the  Profeflion.  By  Richard  Burn,  L.L.D. 
and  continued  to  the  prefent  Time  by  his  Son,  2  vols, 
1 6s. 

A  Digeft  of  the  Law  of  Actions  at  Ni/i  Prius,  By  Ifaac 
EfpinaJJe,  Efq.  of  Gray's-Inn,  Barrifter  at  Law.  2d  Edition, 
2  vols.  ll.  IS. 

The  Solicitor's  Guide  to  the  Pra£lice  of  the  Office  of 
Pleas  in  his  Majefty's  Court  of  Exchequer  at  Wejiminjler-, 
in  which  are  introduced,  Bills  of  Cofts  in  various  Cafes,  and 
a  Variety  of  ufeful  Precedents.  With  a  complete  Index  to 
the  whole.  By  Richard  Edmutids,  one  of  the  Attornies  of 
the  faid  Office,  7s. 

PHYSIC. 

Dom^ftic  Medicine ;  or,  a  Treatife  on  the  Prevention  and 
Cure  of  Difeafes,  by  Regimen  and  Simple  Medicine.  By 
Wm,  Buchafjy  M.  D.  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians, 
Edinburgh.     A  new  Edition,  7s.  6d. 

*^*  This  Treatife  comprehends  not  only  the  Acute,  but  alfo 
the  Chronic  Difeafes ;  and  both  are  treated  at  much  greater 
Length  than  in  any  Performance  of  the  like  Nature.     It 
likewife  contains  an  EGay  on  the  Nurfing  and  Management 
of  Children ;  with  Rules  for  preferving  Health,  fuited  to 
the  different  Situations  and  Occupations  of  Mankind.     And 
Direftions  for  the  Cure  of  Wounds,  the  Reduftion  of  Frac- 
tures, Diilocations,  Sec, 
Medical  Hiltories  and  Refle£lions.  By  John  Ferriar^  M.D. 
Phyilcian  to  the  Manckejler  Infirmary  and  Lunatic  Hofpital, 
2  vols.  I  IS. 

Firft  Lines  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Philofophical 
Chemiftry.  By  John  Berhenhout,  M.D.  8vo.  with  Plates, 7s.  6d. 
The  Seats  and  Caufes  of  Difeafes,  inveftigated  by  Anato- 
my, in  five  Books  •,  containing  a  great  Variety  of  Diffections, 
with  Remarks.  Tranflated  from  the  Latin  of  Jihn  Baptij} 
Morgagniy  Chief  ProfefTor  of  Anatomy,  and  Prefident  of  the 
Univerlity  of  Padua.     By  Benjamin  Alexander,  M.  D.  3  vols. 

4to.  II.  i6s.  ^'j.r/  •^1  -"r   /> 

A  full  and  plain  Account  ot  the  'Gout,  From  whence  will 
be  clearly  {ztn  the  Folly,  or  the  Bafenefs,  of  all  Pretenders  to 
the  Cure  of  it :  in  which  every  Thing  material  by  the  beft 
Writers  on  that  Subje<5t  is  taken  notice  of ;  and  accompanied 
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with  fome  new  and  important  Tnftru^lions  for  its  Relief, 
which  the  Author's  Experience  in  the  Gout  ahove  thirty- 
Years  hath  induced  him  to  impart.  By  Ferdinando  Warner^ 
L.  L.  D.  3d  Edition,  5s. 

A  Treatife  upon  Gravel  and  upon  Gout,  in  which  their 
Sources  and  ConnecStion  are  afcertained  ;  with  an  Examina- 
tion of  Dr.  Aiiftin's  Theory  of  Stone,  and  other  Critical  Re- 
marks. A  Diirertation  on  the  Bile,  and  its  Concretions,  and 
an  Enquiry  into  the  Operations  of  Solvents.  By  Murray 
Forbe^y  Member  of  the  Surgeons  Company,  6s. 

An  Account  of  the  Efficacy  of  the  Aqua  Mephitica  Alka- 
lina,  or.  Solution  of  fixed  Alkaline  Salt,  faturated  with 
fixable  Air,  in  calculous  Diforders,  and  other  Complaints  of 
the  Urinary  PafTages.  By  W,  Falconer,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Phy- 
fician  to  the  General  Hofpital  at  Bath.    4th  Edition,  3s. 

An  Enquiry   into  the  Nature,  Caufes,   and  Method  of 

Cure  of  Nervous  Diforders.  l^y  Alexander  Thompfon,  M.D.  2s. 

A  new  Enquiry  into  the  Caufes,  Symptoms,  and  Cure  of 

Putrid  and  Inflammatory  Fevers,  &c.  &c.     By  Sir  William 

Fordyce^  M.  D.  4s, 

Difcourfes  on  the  Nature  and  Cure  of  Wounds.  I.  Of 
Generals,  of  procuring  Adhefion,Wounded  Arteries,Gun-fhot 
Wounds,  Wounds  with  Sword,  &c.  the  medical  Treatment 
of  Wounds.  II.  Of  Particulars,  of  Wounds  of  the  Breafts, 
Wounds  of  the  Belly,  Stitching  an  Inteftine,  Wounds  of  the 
Head,  Wounds  of  the  Throat.  III.  Of  dangerous  Wounds 
of  the  Limbs.  Of  the  Qu^eftion  of  Amputation.  By  John 
Bell)  Surgeon,  i  vol.  Royal  8vo.  7s.  6d,  in  Boards. 

*^*  In  this  Book  are  contained  all  thofe  Accidents  of  Prac- 
tice and  lefTcr  Oper:'.*::  ::s  which  do  not  belong  to  a  Syftem 
of  Surgery,  but  which,  as  they  occur  more  frequently,  are 
the   more  important. — This  Book,   it  is  hoped,   will  be 
found   particularly    ufeful  to   Country    Surgeons,    and   to 
young  Men  entering  into  the  Army  and  Navy. 
Engravings  explaining  the  Anatomy  of  the  Bones,  Muf- 
cles,  and  Joints,  with  copious  Defcriptions.     By  John  Bell, 
Surgeon,  410.  li.  is.  in  boards. 

A  CollecStion  of  Cafes  and  Obfervations  in  Midwifery. 
By  TFm,  Smellie,  M,D.  3  vols,  with  Cuts,  il.  is. 

Fhilofophy,  Mathematics,  Mechanics^   &c,  &c. 
Elements  of  the  Philofophy  of  the  Human  Mind.     By 
Bugald  Stewart,  F.  R.  S.  Ed.  Profefibr  of  Moral  Philofophy 
in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinhnrgh,  4to.  il.  5s, 

Aflronomy  explained  upon  Sir  Ifaac  Newton^  Principles, 
and  made  eafy  to  thofe  who  have  not  ftudied  the  Mathema- 
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tics.  By  James  Fergufon^  F.  R.  S.  Illuftrated  with  28  Cop- 
per plates.     A  new  Edition,  8vo.  ps. 

An  eafy  Introdu(Slion  to  Aftronomy,  for  young  Gentlemen 
and  Ladies,  by  the  fame.     3d  Edition,  5s. 

An  Introdu6lion  to  Electricity,  in  6  Sections,  by  the  fame. 
Illuftrated  with  Plates,  4s. 

Leclures  on  feledt  Subjects,  in  Mechanics,  Hydroftatics, 
Pneumatics,  and  Optics,  with  the  Ufe  of  the  Globes,  the 
Art  of  Dialling,  and  the  Calculation  of  the  Mean  Times  of 
New  and  Full  iloons  and  Eclipfes,  by  the  fame,  7s.  6d. 

Select  Mechanical  Exercifes,  fliewing  how  to  conftrucl 
different  Clocks,  Orreries,  and  Sun-Dials,  on  plain  and  eafy 
Principles,  &c.  8cc.  by  the  fame.  With  Copper-plates,  and 
a  (liort  Account  of  the  Life  of  the  Author,  5s. 

Obfervations  on  reverfionary  Payments  ♦,  on  Schemes  for 
granting  Annuities  to  Widows,  and  to  Perfons  in  old  Age  ; 
on  the  Method  of  finding  the  Value  of  Aflurances  on  Lives 
and  Survivorfhip  ;  and  on  the  National  Debt,  To  which 
are  added,  new  Tables  of  the  Probabilities  of  Life ;  and 
ElTays  on  the  different  Rates  of  Human  Mortality  in  dif- 
ferent Situations,  &c.  &c.  By  Richard  Pricey  D.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
A  new  Edition,  2  vols.  8vo.  15s. 

The  Doctrine  of  Annuities  and  AlTurances  on  Lives  and 
Survivorfhips,  fcated  and  explained.  By  JVil/iam  Morgany 
Actuary  to  the  Society  for  Equitable  AfTurances  on  Lives 
and  Survivorfhips,  8vo.  63. 

Agriculture^  Botany^  Gardenings  &c. 

The  complete  Farm.er  ;  or,  a  general  Di<flionary  of  Huf- 
bandry  in  all  its  Branches ;  containing  the  various  Methods 
of  cultivating  and  improving  every  Species  of  Land,  accord- 
ing to  the  Precepts  of  both  the  old  and  new  Hufbandry  : 
comprifing  every  Thing  valuable  in  the  beft  Writers  on  the 
Subject ;  together  with  a  great  Variety  of  new  Difcoveries 
and  Improvements,  4th  Edition,  conuderably  enlarged,  and 
greatly  improved.  By  a  Society  of  Gentlemen,  Members 
of  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures, 
and  Commerce.  A¥ith  a  great  Number  of  Plates,  Folio, 
2I.  2S. 

Practical  EfTays  on  Agriculture  :  containing  an  Account 
of  Soils,  and  the  Manner  of  correcting  them  ;  an  Account 
of  the  Cultu  e  of  all  Field  Plants,  including  the  Artificial 
Graffss,  according  to  the  old  and  new  Modes  of  Hufbandry, 
with  every  Improvement  down  to  the  prefent  Period  j   alio 
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an  Account  of  the  Culture  and  Management  of  Grafs  Lands  f 
together  with  Obfervations  on  Enclofures,  Fences,  Farmsy 
and  Farm-houfjs,  Sec,  Carefully  colle6ted  and  digefled  from 
the  moft  eminent  Authors,  with  experimental  Remarks* 
By  James  Adam^  Efq.  2  vols.  14S. 

Every  Man  his  own  Gardener ;  being  a  nev^  and  much 
more  complete  Gardener's  Calendar  than  any  hitherto  pub- 
lifhed ;  containing  not  only  an  Account  of  what  Work  I's 
necelTary  to  be  done  in  the  Hol-Houfe,  Green-Houfe,  Shrub- 
bery, Kitchen,  Flower  and  Fruit  Gardens,  for  every  Month 
in  the  Year,  but  alfo  ample  Dire6lions  for  performing  the 
faid  Work,  according  to  the  neweft  and  moft  approved  Me-* 
thods  now  in  Practice  amongft  the  beft  Gardeners,  By 
nomas  Matue,  Gardener  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Leeds  5 
and  other  Gardeners.     6th  Edition,  5s. 

The  Rural  (Economy  of  Norfolk  ;  compriling  the  Ma- 
nagement of  Landed  Eftates,  and  the  prefent  Practice  of 
Hulbandry  in  that  County.     By  Mr.  Marfmll^  2  vols.  14s, 

The  Rural  GEconomy  of  Torlfhire^  by  the  fame,  2  vols, 
14s. 

An  Introdudlion  to  Botany  5  containing  an  Explanation 
of  the  Theory  of  that  Science,  and  an  Interpretation  of  its 
technical  Terms  ;  extracted  from  the  Works  of  Dr  Li?inauSi 
and  calculated  to  affift  fuch  as  may  be  delirous  of  ftudying 
the  Author's  Method  and  Improvements.  With  Plates. 
3d  Edition,  with  a  GlolTary,  and  other  Additions.  By  James 
Leey  7s.  6d. 

Synopfis  of  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire^ 
land.  Containing  a  fyftematic  Arrangement  and  concife 
Defcription  of  all  the  Animals,  Vegetables,  and  Foffils, 
which  have  hitherto  been  difcovered  in  thefe  King- 
doms. By  John  Berkefihouti  M.  D.  2d  Edition,  2  vols. 
12s. 

Clavis  Anglica  Lingux  Botanicse ;  or  a  Botanical  Lexi- 
con. In  which  the  Terms  of  Botany,  particularly  thofe 
occurring  in  the  Works  of  LinmsuSy  and  other  modern' 
Writers,  are  applied,  derived,  explained,  contrafted,  and 
exemplified.  By  John  Bcrlzenhouty  M.  D.  2d  Edition, 
6s. 

Hiftorlcal  and  Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Progrefs  of 
Botany  in  England^  from  its  Origin  to  the  Introdudtion  of 
the  Linnd^an  Syftem.  By  Richard  Fultene^^  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
2  vols.  12s. 
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